
SANCTIFICATION
“THERE IS NO JUSTIFICATION 
WITHOUT SANCTIFICATION, NO 
FORGIVENESS WITHOUT RENEWAL 
OF LIFE, NO REAL FAITH FROM 
WHICH THE FRUITS OF NEW 
OBEDIENCE DO NOT GROW.”   
~ MARTIN LUTHER



JUSTIFICATION:  WHAT’S THAT?

WHAT IS JUSTIFCATION NOT?
• It is not our merit before God
• It is not earned through our works – by doing 

good
• It is not something that happens inside of us



WHAT IS JUSTIFICATION?

Salvation… 
…by God’s grace alone 
…through faith alone 
…in Christ’s work alone.

To be justified means we are declared righteous 
because of and only because of Christ living the 
perfect, sinless life for us and dying for us in our 
place.



John Stott: “For the essence of sin is man 
substituting himself for God [Gen. 3:1-7], while 
the essence of salvation is God substituting 
himself for man [2 Cor. 5:21]. 
“Man asserts himself against God and puts 
himself where only God deserves to be; God 
sacrifices himself for man and puts himself 
where only man deserves to be.”



WHAT IS LEFT FOR US TO DO TO BE RIGHT 
WITH GOD?

Nothing.
All that we need to do to get right with God has 
already been done for us by Jesus.
Ephesians 1:3 – “Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual blessing in the 
heavenly places”



WHAT IS LEFT FOR US TO DO TO BE RIGHT 
WITH GOD?

J. I. Packer: “Nobody can produce new evidence 
of your depravity that will make God change his 
mind.  
“For God justified you with (so to speak) his eyes 
open.  He knew the worst about you at the time 
when he accepted you for Jesus’ sake; and the 
verdict which he passed then was, and is, final.”
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SANCTIFICATION:  WHAT’S THAT?



WHAT IS SANCTIFICATION NOT?

• It is not our repaying God
• It is not our earning a "higher level" with God
• It is not us doing good works for God so He will 

be happy with us



WHAT IS SANCTIFICATION?

• To be sanctified means to be "set apart."  
Synonyms are "holy," "consecrated," 
"hallowed."

• Those being sanctified are being set apart by 
God for God's use.

• Sanctification or holiness is conformity to the 
likeness of Jesus Christ.



Justification
God’s declaring the 
sinner righteous for the 
sake of Christ

Sanctification
God’s renewing and 
transforming our whole 
persons—our minds, 
wills, affections, and 
behaviors.”



PURPOSE OF SANCTIFICATION

• Romans 8:29 – “For those whom he foreknew 
he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, in order that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers.”

• 2 Corinthians 3:18 – “And we all, with unveiled 
face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from one 
degree of glory to another. For this comes from 
the Lord who is the Spirit.”



PURPOSE OF SANCTIFICATION

Sanctification (or holiness) is conformity to the 
likeness of Jesus Christ.



PERSONS INVOLVED IN SANCTIFICATION

• What is God's work?
• What is our work? (Hint:  It's really more a 

"response to" than a "work for")



GOD’S WORK IN SANCTIFICATION

1 Thessalonians 5:23–24 – “Now may the God of 
peace himself sanctify you completely, and may 
your whole spirit and soul and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.”
How much of your work do you hear in Paul’s 
benediction?



GOD’S WORK IN SANCTIFICATION

• Your sanctification, your growth in godliness, is 
the work of God in you.

• It is God’s purpose to make you completely 
perfect in the end and to begin that work now.



GOD’S WORK IN SANCTIFICATION

Philippians 1:6 – “And I am sure of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.”



OUR WORK IN SANCTIFICATION

Sanctification is motivated by justification.  Being 
declared righteous frees us for joyful obedience 
and good works.
Being given the righteousness of Christ—when 
we deserve everything but—is what fuels our 
desire to be sanctified. 



WHAT ABOUT GOOD WORKS?

Ephesians 2:10 – “For we are his workmanship, 
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk 
in them.”
It's a “response to” God’s grace, not a “work for” 
His acceptance or pleasure.
God has prepared good works for us to do which 
will flow as a natural response from being “made 
alive together with Christ.”



WHAT ABOUT GOOD WORKS?

Who do we do our good works for?
Martin Luther:  “God doesn’t need our good 
works, but our neighbor does.”
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 
perfecter of our faith.  He came to serve, not to 
be served. 



PATHS GOD USES TO SANCTIFY US

John Wesley:  “Beware, lastly, of imagining you 
shall obtain the end [sanctification] without 
using the means conducive to it.”
God has given us the means by which He grows 
us.
Acts 2:42 – “And they devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and the prayers.”



PATHS GOD USES TO SANCTIFY US

The apostles’ teaching:
John 17:17 – “Sanctify them in the truth; your 
word is truth.”



PATHS GOD USES TO SANCTIFY US

“…and the fellowship”
Hebrews 10:24–25 – “And let us consider how to 
stir up one another to love and good works, not 
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day drawing near.”



PATHS GOD USES TO SANCTIFY US

“to the breaking of bread and the prayers.”
1 Corinthians 11:23–24 – “…on the night when 
the Lord Jesus was betrayed took bread, and 
when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, 
“This is my body, which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.”
Philippians 4:6 – “…do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests 
be made known to God.”



A CAUTION

1. Sanctification is a life-long process.
John Owen: “The growth of trees and plants 
takes place so slowly that it is not easily seen. 
Daily we notice little change. But, in course of 
time, we see that a great change has taken 
place. So it is with grace. Sanctification is a 
progressive, lifelong work (Prov 4:18). It is an 
amazing work of God’s grace and it is a work to 
be prayed for (Rom 8:27).”



Guy Waters:  “Our justification is a complete and 
finished act. 
“...Sanctification, however, is an ongoing and 
progressive work in our lives. Although every 
believer is brought out once and for all from 
bondage to sin, we are not immediately made 
perfect. We will not be completely freed from sin 
until we receive our resurrection bodies at the 
last day."



A CAUTION

2. Sanctification can be hard—and often is.
Psalm 88:1–3

O LORD, God of my salvation,
I cry out day and night before you.

Let my prayer come before you;
incline your ear to my cry!

For my soul is full of troubles,
and my life draws near to Sheol.



Charles Spurgeon:  “If he gives you the grace to 
make you believe, he will give you the grace to 
live a holy life afterward.”



Philippians 1:6 – “And I am sure of this, that he 
who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.”




