
JUSTIFICATION

“JUSTIFICATION IS THE ARTICLE 

BY WHICH THE CHURCH STANDS 

AND FALLS.”   

~ MARTIN LUTHER



JUSTIFICATION:  WHAT’S THAT?

• What is the doctrine of justification? 
• First of all, what is “doctrine?” 
• Teaching, instruction, set of beliefs



• 2 Timothy 3:16 – “All Scripture is breathed out 
by God and profitable for teaching (doctrine), 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness,”

• Titus 1:9 – “He must hold firm to the 
trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be 
able to give instruction in sound doctrine and 
also to rebuke those who contradict it.”



WHAT IS DOCTRINE?

• Sound doctrine: “Teaching from God about

God that directs us to the glory of God.” 
• “But as for you, teach what accords with 

sound doctrine.” (Titus 2:1) 
• We are to teach (and believe) what is in 

accord with sound doctrine.



Sound doctrine is crucial because our faith is 
based on a specific message—that Christ died for 
our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, and 
that he was raised on the third day in accordance 
with the Scriptures.



WHAT IS DOCTRINE?

• False doctrine: 
• man-made doctrine (Mark 7:7-8); 
• doctrine of demons (1 Timothy 4:1–2:  

“Now the Spirit expressly says that in later 

times some will depart from the faith by 

devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and 

teachings of demons…”)
• Any teaching that doesn’t square with 

Scripture



WHAT IS DOCTRINE?

• False doctrine: 
• For the time will come when people will not 

put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit 

their own desires, they will gather around 

them a great number of teachers to say 

what their itching ears want to hear. (2 
Timothy 4:3)



“LOVE TRUMPS DOCTRINE”

“Love trumps doctrine” is actually a doctrine.



WHAT IS DOCTRINE?

• So, doctrine simply means teaching, 
instruction, set of beliefs.  

• It is how we order and govern our lives.  
• The Church has teachings/doctrines/beliefs of:
• The Trinity
• The Deity of Christ
• The Holy Spirit



WHAT IS DOCTRINE?

We are to teach others, but we are to teach 
sound doctrine.  
• Matthew 28:19-20 – Jesus said, “Go therefore 

and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 

observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the 
age.”



WHAT IS DOCTRINE?

Where is the only place we can go to know all 
that Jesus commanded the disciples?

ØThe Scriptures



WHAT IS JUSTIFICATION NOT?

• It is not our merit before God
• It is not earned through our works – by doing 

good
Scripture directly contradicts the claim 
“You ARE good because you DO good”

• Joining or co-operating with God for my 
salvation

• It is not something that happens inside of us



WHAT IS JUSTIFICATION?

Salvation… 
…by God’s grace alone 
…through faith alone 
…in Christ’s work alone.

To be justified means we are declared righteous
because of and only because of Christ living 
the perfect, sinless life for us and dying for us 
in our place.



JUSTIFICATION IS…

• God’s righteousness being credited to us, to 
our account, on account of the work of Christ.
Romans 3:21–22 – “But now the 
righteousness of God has been manifested 
apart from the law, although the Law and the 
Prophets bear witness to it—the 

righteousness of God through faith in Jesus 

Christ for all who believe.”



• Imputed righteousness – to impute means “to 
credit to”

• It is a legal verdict by which God declares us 
“not guilty”

• The righteousness of the sinless Christ is 
credited to the sinner, so the sinner is declared 
by God as being righteous under the Law.

JUSTIFICATION IS…



TWO “HALVES” OF JUSTIFICATION = 
DECLARED RIGHTEOUS

• Forgiveness of Sin
• Credited Righteousness



TWO “HALVES” OF JUSTIFICATION = 
DECLARED RIGHTEOUS

• Forgiveness of sin (removing the negative)
• Some have stated it this way:   Being 

justified is “Just-as-if-I-had-never-sinned”
• However, that’s only half the story
• It only gets us back to zero



TWO “HALVES” OF JUSTIFICATION = 
DECLARED RIGHTEOUS

• Righteousness credited (applying the positive)
• Jesus fulfilled the Law on your behalf
• He lived the perfect righteous life
• And now through faith and trust in His work 

and not your own, God credits Christ’s 
perfect righteousness as if it belongs to you



DO YOU HAVE TO BE PERFECT TO GET INTO 
HEAVEN?

• Yes
• “For I tell you, unless your righteousness 

exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you 
will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
(Matthew 5:20)

• “You therefore must be perfect, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.” (Matthew 5:48)



DO YOU HAVE TO BE PERFECT TO GET INTO 
HEAVEN?

• Who then can be saved?
Ø“With man this is impossible, but with God 

all things are possible.”  (Matthew 19:25)
• How can I be free from the guilt of sin?

Ø“…the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us 
from all sin.” (1 John 1:7)



DO YOU HAVE TO BE PERFECT TO GET INTO 
HEAVEN?

• What do we have to offer?
• Isaiah 64:6 – “…all our righteous deeds are like 

a polluted garment.”
• We have nothing of our own to offer that will 

gain us a verdict of “not guilty.”
• We need a foreign righteousness to be given to 

us.
• This is the free gift God offers to us in Christ.



WHY IS THIS GOOD NEWS? WHAT DOES IT 
MEAN FOR ME?

• Justification means:
• Every believer, being declared righteous, is 

freed from the guilt and tyranny of sin. 
(Matthew 11:28-30)

• Every believer is completely and finally 
freed from condemnation and the wrath of 
God (Rom. 8:1, 33-34; Col. 2:13-14).

• You have peace with God (Romans 5:1-2).


