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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 
FIFTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT IN AND 
FOR LAKE COUNTY, FLORIDA  
 
CASE NO. 
 

LAKE COUNTY VOICES OF REASON, INC., 
Plaintiff, 
 
 
vs  [JURY DEMAND] 
 
 
LAKE COUNTY, 
Defendants. 
 

COMPLAINT  

Lake County Voices of Reason, Inc. files its complaint for equitable relief 

and alleges: 

Parties 

1. Plaintiff, Lake County Voices of Reasons, Inc., (“LCVOR”) is a non-

profit organization organized under the State of Florida. 

2. Defendant, Lake County, (the “County”) is a non-charter county 

established under the Constitution and the laws of the State of Florida. 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

3. This action is brought pursuant to the laws of Florida.  

4. Venue is proper because the causes of action accrued in Lake County, 

Florida.  
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Introduction 

5. This case is rooted in the fundamental principle that government 

officials must conduct business in the sunshine. The Sunshine Law as embodied in, 

Art. I, § 24(b) of the Florida Constitution and implemented in Fla. Stat. § 286.011, 

prohibits the adoption of any “resolution, rule or formal action” that was derived 

from secret meetings with public officials.  

6. In violation of the Sunshine Law, Robert “Bob” Grenier, the curator 

of the Lake County Historical Society (the “Society”), privately lobbied five Lake 

County Commissioners to bring the General Edmund Kirby-Smith statue to Lake 

County. The result of these private meetings was the County’s endorsement of the 

statue’s relocation to Lake County. The commissioners’ conduct is prohibited by 

the Sunshine Law. Accordingly, Plaintiff requests that this Court void the 

resolution and enjoin the County from implementing this resolution.  

Statement of Facts 

7. Originally incorporated in 1887, Lake County is comprised of 14 

municipalities with an estimated population of 342,000 persons. The Board of 

Lake County Commissioners (the “Board”) is the legislative body of the County. 

The Board is composed of five commissioners. The commissioners are Timothy 

Sullivan, Sean Parks, Wendy Breeden, Leslie Campione, and Josh Blake. In 

passing legislation or adopting resolutions, a simple majority of members present 
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is all that is needed. 

8. The Lake County Historical Society, Inc. (the “Society”) is a private 

non-profit entity. The Society’s purported mission is to collect, preserve, and tell 

the story of Lake County’s history through various programs including museum 

exhibition, collections, and educational programs. The Society conducts its 

business in the old historic courthouse, which it leases1 from the County. The 

president and chief curator of the Society is Robert “Bob” Grenier (hereinafter, 

“Bob Grenier” or “Grenier”). 

9. LCVOR is an organization composed of and founded by concerned 

Lake County citizens about the transparency of local government. Through various 

programs and events, LCVOR seeks to improve the lives of all Lake County 

citizens by encouraging its members to voice their concerns about the operation of 

local government. 

10. On May 16, 1824, General Edmund Kirby-Smith was born in St. 

Augustine, Florida. Kirby-Smith left Florida at the age of 12 and never returned. 

Kirby-Smith attended and graduated from West Point. After graduation, Kirby-

 
1 The term “lease” is used liberally. The Society does not pay to lease the old 
historic courthouse. Additionally, the County pays for all utilities and provides the 
computer, phones, and the like for the Society. Finally, the County pays the 
Society $18,000.00 per year for a part-time employee. 
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Smith joined the United States Army. On March 16, 1861, Kirby-Smith abandoned 

the United States Army and joined the confederacy. Kirby-Smith was the last 

general of confederacy to surrender to Union forces. To evade prosecution for 

treason, Kirby-Smith escaped to Mexico and then to Cuba. Upon his return to the 

U.S., Kirby-Smith served as a college professor in Tennessee. Kirby-Smith has 

never lived in Lake County and does not have any reported ties to the County.  

11. In 1864, the United States Congress created the National Statuary 

Hall, which permitted the display of two statues from each state within the Capitol 

of the United States. 

12. In 1907, the Florida Legislature passed a bill to create and donate a 

statue of Kirby-Smith to the National Statuary Hall. The statue was gifted to the 

National Statuary Hall in 1922. 

13. In 2000, the United States Congress enacted a law that allowed a state 

to replace previously gifted statue. In 2016, Florida Legislators began efforts to 

replace the Kirby-Smith statue after the 2015 shooting of nine people at an African 

American church in Charleston. S.C. In the light of the shooting, the legislators 

considered whether the statue appropriately represented all citizens of Florida. On 

March 10, 2016, Florida Senate Bill 310 passed providing for replacement of the 

statue of Kirby-Smith in the National Statuary Hall Collection at the United States 



 

600 Southwest 4th Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33315 

Page | 5 

Capitol.  

14. In 2018, Florida approved the replacement of the Kirby-Smith statue 

with the statue of Mary McLeod Bethune. Upon replacement, ownership of the 

Kirby-Smith statue reverted to Florida. 

15. On June 21, 2018, in a published notice in the Florida Administrative 

Register, the Department of State notified the public that the Statue Location 

Selection Committee would hold a public meeting on June 28, 2018, to determine 

where the Kirby-Smith statue would be publicly displayed once transferred to the 

state. 

16. The Society was one of two organizations that applied to publicly 

display the statue. Prior to appearing before the Statue Location Selection 

Committee, Grenier privately lobbied each of the commissioners to seek their 

endorsement of relocating the statue to Lake County. These private discussions 

occurred in rapid succession where the common facilitator was Bob Grenier. These 

private meetings were de facto commission meetings. 

17. The evidence of Grenier’s private meetings with the commissioners is 

overwhelming. In a letter to Senator Negron, dated January 3, 2018, Grenier stated 

he met individually with all five county commissioners and they provided their full 

support. On January 5, 2018, Grenier emailed Commissioners Leslie Campione, 
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Tim Sullivan, Josh Blake, Wendy Breeden and Sean Parks, stating that he was 

directed by Senator Dennis Baxley to write Senate President Joe Negron a letter 

regarding the acquisition of the statue. 

18. On March 21, 2018, Grenier emailed each commissioner an update on 

the Society’s effort to relocate the statue. In this email, he informed the 

commissioners about a meeting concerning the statue’s relocation that included 

Senator Baxley, Assistant Secretary of State Jennifer Kennedy, and her chief of 

staff. During this meeting Secretary Kennedy received a presentation from Grenier 

which included the January 3, 2018 letter to Senator Negron which documented 

Grenier’s individual meeting with the five commissioners. 

19. On June 25, 2018, the Society submitted their proposal to the Statue 

Location Selection Committee. Grenier – again – reveals that he spoke individually 

with Commissioners Leslie Campione, Tim Sullivan, Josh Blake, Wendy Breeden 

and Sean Parks concerning the statue’s relocation to Lake County and the Society 

had their full support.  

20. On June 28, 2018, the Society presented before the Statue Location 

Selection Committee. On behalf of the Society, Grenier stated,  

As far as support goes, all 5 County Commissioners, I met with 
individually. I brought (sic) them into our military gallery…had story 
boards there…all 5 county commissioners who will supply you with 
letters or anything you need are supporting the acquisition of the statue 
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of Edmund Kirby-Smith. They will provide you with letters or anything 
you need. I’ve got emails from them over the last couple of days saying, 
Go get it Bob. Best of luck. Get the statue. Bring it back home to Lake 
County. All five commissioners. 
 
21. In a July 27, 2018 email to the director of Division of Cultural Affairs 

with the Department of State, Sandy Shaughnessy, Grenier said, “I spoke at length 

yesterday with two of the commissioners. They want this to work.” 

22. On September 12, 2018, Grenier sent an email to Shaughnessy 

reassuring her that the commission had supported the statue’s relocation. 

Specifically, Grenier stated, “The commission was opposed to the statue in today’s 

paper. Just the opposite, they are in great support. We are excited by the 

commissioners’ steadfastness. Only the museum board and county commissioners 

have jurisdiction.” 

23. On July 16, 2019, the County’s attorney informed the commissioners 

that no formal action was ever taken on the relocation of the “confederate statue.” 

Thus, any support by the commissioners for the relocation of the Kirby-Smith 

statue was given in violation of the Sunshine Law.  

24. The result of Grenier’s private meetings came to fruition on July 30, 

2019. On this date, the commission held a public hearing considering whether the 

Board should endorse the decision of the Society’s relocation efforts. The meeting 

was highly contentious and led to nearly forty (40) individuals speaking during the 
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public comment period. Grenier did not attend the public hearing.  

25. During the July 30, 2019 public meeting, the commissioners 

confirmed they engaged in private meetings with Grenier in violation of the 

Sunshine Law. For example, Commissioner Parks stated, “without following an 

inclusive and yes, proper lengthy process, the Commission is playing the fool to 

the few on both sides who want to divide this community. This process should 

have cleared up any doubt as to whether the end was pre-determined, and it is 

apparent to me that there still remains a lot of doubt.” Also, Commissioner 

Breeden expressed concern for a memo that Grenier had sent to Ms. Sandy 

Shaughnessy, with the Florida Division of Cultural Affairs, on Thursday, 

September 27, 2018 because it misrepresented her position. Specifically, 

Commissioner Breeden recalled that on September 11, 2018, she withdrew her 

support, but the memo read that “I am quite excited to tell you that the County 

Commission officially voted 5-0 in favor.” 

26. In the end, the commission voted 3 to 2 in favor of endorsing the 

statue’s relocation to Lake County. After the public endorsement, the County 

drafted an agreement between itself and the Society outlining the parties’ 

responsibilities pertaining to the statue’s relocation. 

Claim 1: DECLARATORY JUDGMENT 
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27. To be entitled to declaratory relief, a party must show that he or she is 

in doubt as to some right or status and that he or she is entitled to have such doubt 

removed. LCVOR seeks a declaration from this Court concluding that defendants 

violated Florida Stat. § 286.011 and the Florida Constitution by participating in 

private meetings with Bob Grenier. Further, LCVOR seeks this Court’s declaration 

that the commission’s vote on July 30, 2019 is void. 

28. Based on the facts cited herein, there is a bona fide, actual, present, 

practical need for this Court’s declaration. As explained above, the commissioners 

have engaged in private meetings with Bob Grenier. As a result of these private 

meetings, the commission voted in favor of endorsing the relocation of the Kirby-

Smith statue to Lake County. LCVOR and in its individual members are in doubt 

as to the validity of the vote on July 30, 2019.  

29. The declaration deals with a present, ascertained, or ascertainable 

state of facts or present controversy as to a state of facts. See Statement of Facts.  

30. Some immunity, power, privilege, or right of the complaining party is 

dependent on the facts or the law applicable to the facts. Article I, Section 24(b) of 

the Florida Constitution provides: 

All meetings of any collegial public body of the executive branch of 
state government or of any collegial public body of a county...at which 
official acts are to be taken or at which public business of such body is 
to be transacted or discussed, shall be open and noticed to the public 
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and meetings of the legislature shall be open and noticed as provided in 
Article III, Section 4(e), except with respect to meetings exempted 
pursuant to this section or specifically closed by this Constitution. 
 
31. Moreover, section 286.011, Fla. Stat., provides:  

All meetings of any board or commission of any state agency or 
authority or of any agency or authority of any county, municipal 
corporation, or political subdivision, except as otherwise provided in 
the Constitution, including meetings with or attended by any person 
elected to such board or commission, but who has not yet taken office, 
at which official acts are to be taken are declared to be public meetings 
open to the public at all times, and no resolution, rule, or formal action 
shall be considered binding except as taken or made at such meeting. 
The board or commission must provide reasonable notice of all such 
meetings. 

Accordingly, LCVOR and its member had a right to consider and participate in any 

formal action of the commission at a properly noticed meeting. 

32. Defendant has, an actual, present, adverse, and antagonistic interest in 

the subject matter, either in law or fact. Defendant assert and continue to maintain 

that the closed meetings with Grenier was proper and not in violation of any law. 

LCVOR disagrees. LCVOR maintains that the private meetings were unlawful. 

LCVOR further maintains that the unlawful meetings should have occurred at a 

properly noticed public forum so the community at large could participate. Finally, 

LCVOR maintains that the July 30, 2019 vote was nothing more than a perfunctory 

ratification of a decision arrived earlier at the unlawful private meetings. As a 
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result, the commissioners’ vote to endorse the relocation of the statue is void ab 

initio. 

33. The antagonistic and adverse interests are all before the court by 

proper process or class representation. Defendant has been served by proper 

process and all parties with an interest are before the Court. 

34. The relief sought is not merely the giving of legal advice by the courts 

or the answer to questions propounded from curiosity. To the contrary, this Court 

must decide whether the Defendant violated Fla. Stat. § 286.011 and the 

constitution when its commissioners privately met with Grenier. 

35. LCVOR has engaged the undersigned counsel and is entitled to 

recover reasonable attorney’s fees and costs pursuant to section 286.011(4), Fla. 

Stat. 

Claim 2: INJUNCTIVE RELIEF 

36. A party is entitled to injunctive relief if the allegations demonstrate: 

(1) irreparable harm; (2) a clear legal right; (3) an inadequate remedy at law; and 

(4) that the public interest will be served. 

37. First, LCVOR suffers irreparable harm because Defendant violated 

the Sunshine Law. See Sarasota Citizens for Resp. Gov’t v. City of Sarasota, 48 

So. 3d 755, 762 (Fla. 2010) (“Mere showing that the government in the sunshine 

law has been violated constitutes an irreparable public injury.”). Specifically, 
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Defendant violated the sunshine law where they privately met with Grenier to 

endorse the Kirby-Smith statue’s relocation.  

38. LCVOR and its members have a clear legal right to a properly noticed 

public meeting regarding the commissioners’ endorsement of the Kirby-Smith 

statue’s relocation to Lake County. Article I, Section 24(b) of Florida Constitution 

provides:  

All meetings of any collegial public body of the executive branch of 
state government or of any collegial public body of a county...at which 
official acts are to be taken or at which public business of such body is 
to be transacted or discussed, shall be open and noticed to the public 
and meetings of the legislature shall be open and noticed as provided in 
Article III, Section 4(e), except with respect to meetings exempted 
pursuant to this section or specifically closed by this Constitution. 
 
39. Moreover, section 286.011, Fla. Stat., provides:  

All meetings of any board or commission of any state agency or 
authority or of any agency or authority of any county, municipal 
corporation, or political subdivision, except as otherwise provided in 
the Constitution, including meetings with or attended by any person 
elected to such board or commission, but who has not yet taken office, 
at which official acts are to be taken are declared to be public meetings 
open to the public at all times, and no resolution, rule, or formal action 
shall be considered binding except as taken or made at such meeting. 
The board or commission must provide reasonable notice of all such 
meetings. 

Pursuant to Florida law, the commissioners did not have the discretion to meet 

privately with Grenier to discuss their public endorsement of the statue’s 

relocation. 
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40. LCVOR has no adequate legal remedy at law for Defendant’s failure 

comply with the sunshine law. Defendant has a constitutional and statutory 

responsibility to set a properly noticed meeting to discuss the Kirby-Smith statue’s 

relocation. This responsibility rest solely and exclusively with the Defendant. No 

one else could have granted this relief. See Zorc v. City of Vero Beach, 722 So. 2d 

891, 903 (Fla. 4th DCA 1998) (“[O]nly a full, open hearing will cure a defect 

arising from a Sunshine Law violation. Such violation will not be cured by a 

perfunctory ratification of the action taken outside of the sunshine.”). 

41. Finally, the public interest will be served by the injunctive relief. 

Florida law prohibits the very action that occurred in the present case. See Zorc v. 

City of Vero Beach, 722 So. 2d 891, 896 (Fla. 4th DCA 1998) (“Florida requires 

governmental entities to conduct their business at open, public meetings, ‘in the 

sunshine.’”). The Court’s granting injunctive will further public policy of 

government officials conducting their business in the sunshine. 

42. Accordingly, LCVOR requests that this Court permanently enjoin the 

Defendants from adopting, performing, or otherwise implementing the July 30, 

2019 vote.  

WHEREFORE, Lake County Voices of Reason, Inc., seeks the following 

relief, including but not limited to: 
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a. A declaration that Defendants violated the Sunshine Law by taking official 

action in private meetings not open to the public; 

b. A declaration that the vote taken on July 30, 2019 in favor of the relocation 

of the Kirby-Smith statue is void ab initio; 

c. Defendants’ permanent enjoinment from adopting, performing, or otherwise 

implementing the vote taken on July 30, 2019; 

d. Awarding Plaintiff’s attorneys’ fees and costs incurred in this action as 

provided in § 286.011, Florida Statutes and on other grounds as permitted by 

law; 

e. Awarding any such further relief as the Court may deem just and proper. 

Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
600 Southwest 4th Avenue, 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33315 
 
By: s/ Faudlin Pierre  
Faudlin Pierre, Esq.  
FBN. 56770  
fplaw08@yahoo.com 

    (305) 336-9193 



CHAPTER 2018-19

Senate Bill No. 472

An act relating to the National Statuary Hall; requesting the Joint
Committee on the Library of Congress to approve the replacement of
the statue of Confederate General Edmund Kirby Smith in the National
Statuary Hall Collection with a statue of Mary McLeod Bethune;
providing for the transfer of ownership of the statue of General Edmund
Kirby Smith to the state; requiring the Division of Cultural Affairs of the
Department of State to take possession of the statue and make available
for public display; providing that the act is an official request to the Joint
Committee on the Library of Congress; requiring the Department of State
to deliver copies of the act to certain persons on the act’s effective date;
providing an effective date.

WHEREAS, in March 2016, the Florida Legislature passed, and the
Governor signed into law, Senate Bill 310, authorizing the replacement of
the statue of Confederate General Edmund Kirby Smith in the National
Statuary Hall Collection with a statue of a prominent Florida citizen
recommended by the ad hoc committee of the Great Floridians Program
within the Division of Historical Resources of the Department of State, and

WHEREAS, one of the three prominent Florida citizens recommended by
the ad hoc committee is Mary McLeod Bethune, and

WHEREAS, Mary McLeod Bethune was born on July 10, 1875, in
Mayesville, South Carolina, and she was the first member of her family,
including all of her 16 siblings, born free following the conclusion of the Civil
War, and

WHEREAS, beginning at a young age, Mary McLeod Bethune became
engaged with learning and teaching after receiving an opportunity to attend
Trinity Presbyterian Mission School in her hometown, and her dedication
was evidenced through attending as many classes as she could and teaching
her parents and siblings what she had learned, and

WHEREAS, Mary McLeod Bethune was awarded a scholarship allowing
her to enroll at the then-Scotia Seminary for Girls in Concord, North
Carolina, fromwhich she graduated in 1893, and she went on to continue her
studies at the Moody Bible Institute in Chicago, and

WHEREAS, upon graduating from the Moody Bible Institute, Mary
McLeod Bethune became a teacher and taught at schools in Georgia and
South Carolina before moving to Florida to teach at the Palatka Mission
School, and

WHEREAS, through observing the burgeoning black population in the
area prompted by labor needed for railroad construction, Mary McLeod
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Bethune decided to follow through with her dream of opening her own
school, and

WHEREAS, Mary McLeod Bethune bought a small cottage in Daytona
Beach to allow for the opening of the Daytona Literary and Industrial
Training School for Negro Girls in 1904 and through her commitment to
fundraising, the school’s enrollment grew from 5 to 250 students in just 2
years, and

WHEREAS, the school continued to grow, which eventually resulted in its
merger with the Cookman Institute for Men in Jacksonville to form
Bethune-Cookman College, where she later served as president, and

WHEREAS, Mary McLeod Bethune’s advocacy continued with her
founding of the National Council of Negro Women and her appointment
as Director of the Division of Negro Affairs of the National Youth
Administration by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt, and

WHEREAS, through her position as the highest ranking African-Amer-
ican woman in the Federal Government, Mary McLeod Bethune was able to
assist African-American youth in finding employment and worked with the
Women’s Army Corps during World War II to recruit African-American
female officers, and

WHEREAS, upon her death in 1955, Mary McLeod Bethune’s inspira-
tional leadership was praised by many, including former First Lady Eleanor
Roosevelt, who lauded “her wisdom and her goodness,” and

WHEREAS, in 1995, the United States National Park Service established
the Mary McLeod Bethune Council House National Historic Site in
Washington, D.C., which has preserved the townhouse that was once her
personal residence and the first headquarters of the National Council of
Negro Women, and

WHEREAS, Mary McLeod Bethune’s legacy continues to be felt in Florida
through the continued success of Bethune-Cookman University, whose
enrollment is currently approaching a record high of 4,000 students, and

WHEREAS, it is appropriate to honorMaryMcLeod Bethune as one of two
Floridians memorialized in statues in the National Statuary Hall Collection
given her significant and continuing impact on this state, NOW, THERE-
FORE,

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida:

Section 1. The Legislature of the State of Florida hereby respectfully
requests the Joint Committee on the Library of Congress to approve the
replacement of the statue of Confederate General Edmund Kirby Smith in
the National Statuary Hall Collection with a statue of Mary McLeod
Bethune. Contingent upon such approval by the Joint Committee on the

Ch. 2018-19 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2018-19
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Library of Congress, ownership of the statue of General Edmund Kirby
Smith shall transfer to the state in accordance with 2 U.S.C. s. 2132(d). The
Division of Cultural Affairs of the Department of State shall take possession
of the returned statue, and make the statue available for public display.

Section 2. This act shall serve as an official request to the Joint
Committee on the Library of Congress pursuant to 2 U.S.C. s. 2132.

Section 3. On the effective date of this act, the Department of State shall
deliver a copy of this act to the President of the United States Senate, the
Speaker of the United States House of Representatives, the Joint Committee
on the Library of Congress, and to each member of the Florida delegation to
the United States Congress.

Section 4. This act shall take effect July 1, 2018.

Approved by the Governor March 19, 2018.

Filed in Office Secretary of State March 19, 2018.

Ch. 2018-19 LAWS OF FLORIDA Ch. 2018-19
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Lake County Historical Museum ● 317 W. Main Street ● Tavares, Florida 32778

Proposal by the Lake County Historical Museum in Tavares, Florida, 
for the acquisition of the Gen. Edmund Kirby Smith Statue

Greetings Statue Selection Committee, I’m very much looking forward to meeting you.

Over two years ago, when I first heard the discussion of removing the Gen. Edmund Kirby 
Smith statue from its place of honor at the National Statuary Hall, I made inquiries into providing 
a new home for the statue. I followed the process very closely, including a recent trip to Tallahassee 
to learn more about the statue’s future in a meeting with Sen. Dennis Baxley, Assistant Secretary 
of State Jennifer Kennedy, and Director Austin Stowers. Now, with the Gen. Edmund Kirby Smith 
statue destined to return to Florida, we at the Lake County Historical Museum in Tavares, Florida, 
will be privileged to provide a new place of honor for the General.

For many reasons we believe the Lake County Historical Museum will be an ideal location 
for the statue. Physical location of the museum is a huge factor. Tavares, the County Seat of Lake 
County, is located in the very “center” of the state. Our location would provide for fair and easy 
accessibility to ALL the citizens of Florida. With our location in Central Florida, being so close to 
the Orlando area theme parks and attractions, the popular Daytona Beach and other highly visited 
beaches, as well as a short trip to major art, science, and cultural centers, including the Orlando 
and Tampa areas, visitors from all over America and the world who travel to Central Florida, will 
have an easy opportunity to include this historic treasure as part of their travel experience.
According to research done by the highly regarded Orlando Business Journal, 72 million visitors 
came to the Orlando area in 2017, more than any other U. S. destination, and that number is 
expected to hit 100 million visitors annually within the next decade. The City of Tavares, where 
the museum is located, has become a tourist destination itself as “America’s Seaplane City.” The 
seaplane base’s terminal building, is a replica of the 1871 Capt. Melton Haynes’s Woodlea House.
Tavares is the home of Florida’s premiere tourist train, the Orlando & Northwestern Railroad’s 
Royal Palm Railway Experience, home to special themed event trains, including the “Polar 
Express” and “Wizard of Oz” movie train rides. Tavares’s neighboring city of Mount Dora is one 
of Florida’s most beautiful and visited cities – and is an Arts and Cultural center of Florida.

The Lake County Historical Museum is located inside the historic Courthouse, which was 
built in 1924. The building is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and is built in the 
Classical Revival style as are many of our traditional government buildings. The Lake County 
Sheriff’s Office is located on the floors above the museum. The building has just completed major 
refurbishing for the sheriff’s offices, including Sheriff Peyton Grinnell. Having the sheriff’s 
department sharing this historic landmark with the museum provides the highest form of 
“security.”
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  I have met individually with all five county commissioners: Leslie Campione, Josh Blake, 
Sean Parks, Wendy Breeden, and Gen. Tim Sullivan. All five commissioners have provided their 
full support for the museum to be the home for the statue and will provide the selection committee 
with any requirement needed. The Lake County Historical Society and Museum’s Board of 
Directors are also in full unanimous support.  
 

In a phone conversation on Monday, June 25, Dr. William Proctor, Chancellor of Flagler 
College in St. Augustine, gave his support for the Lake County Historical Museum to acquire the 
statue, as well as a generous financial pledge. This is a great endorsement from one of Florida’s 
highly respected statesman and educator, as well as from St. Augustine, the birthplace of General 
Edmund Kirby Smith. Our district senator, Dennis Baxley and the Florida Division Sons of 
Confederate Veterans, are also among our distinguished supporters. 
 
 The statue will be housed in the museum’s most popular gallery – the Military Veterans 
Gallery. The Lake County Historical Society, which oversees the museum, is a non-profit 
organization and does not charge any admission to visit our museum. The public will be able to 
visit the Gen. Edmund Kirby Smith statue during museum hours five days a week or by 
appointment seven days a week – free of charge! 
 
 We have already begun to design the exhibit to tell the story of the lives of both Gen. 
Edmund Kirby Smith and Florida sculptor C. Adrian Pillars, who sculpted both the General’s 
statue and John Gorrie - Florida’s second contribution to National Statuary Hall. The museum sent 
our art designer, Mike Pierce, to Washington D.C. to view the statue. Mr. Pierce is a major 
subcontracted artist for Walt Disney World and Universal Studios; having recently worked on 
authentic Norwegian art for the Frozen attraction at EPCOT’s Norway pavilion and Aztec art for 
EPCOT’s Mexico pavilion, as well as Universal’s Harry Potter’s Magic Fountain and Volcano 
Bay. I have also recruited Dave Clevinger, one of Central Florida’s most well-known theatre 
directors and set designers, as we believe today’s museums not only need to be highly educational 
(though that’s the most important aspect) but also theatrical and entertaining. The Lake County 
Historical Museum showcases Lake’s Pioneering and Development, Natural History, and Arts and 
Culture; having permanent and rotating exhibits and displays of Florida art and artifacts. 
 
Gen. Edmund Kirby Smith and C. Adrian Pillars, as viewed by the citizens of Florida in 1922 
when the statue was placed in Washington D.C., are state historical figures, and their lives, careers, 
and achievements still today need to be included as a significant part of the total Florida Story. We 
are seeking out the finest experts on the lives of both gentlemen. 
 
The Lake County Historical Museum is prepared and committed to cover the expenses for 
transporting the statue to Lake County, as we are eager and quite excited to provide a new home 
for this classic work of art. 
 
The Lake County Historical Museum respectfully requests that the members of the Florida Council 
on Arts and Culture and the Florida Historical Commission that make up this distinguished 
committee, choose the Lake County Historical Museum as the new home for the Gen. Edmund 
Kirby Smith statue, where he will be presented with dignity and honor – for generations upon 
generations to come! 
 
 
 

Most Gratefully, 
Bob Grenier 
President and Curator, Lake County Historical Society and Museum    
352-363-4832    bobbyag22@gmail.com  
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A REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
JULY 30, 2019

The Lake County Board of County Commissioners met in regular session on 
Tuesday, July 30, 2019 at 9:00 a.m., in the Board of County Commissioners’ Meeting 
Room, Lake County Administration Building, Tavares, Florida. Commissioners 
present at the meeting were: Leslie Campione, Chairman; Wendy Breeden, Vice 
Chairman; Timothy I. Sullivan; Sean Parks; and Josh Blake. Others present were: Jeff 
Cole, County Manager; Melanie Marsh, County Attorney; Niki Booth, Executive 
Office Manager, County Manager’s Office; Gary J. Cooney, Clerk of the Circuit Court 
and Comptroller; Kristy Mullane, Chief Financial Officer; and Josh Pearson, Deputy 
Clerk.

(Extract from July 30, 2019 Board of County Commissioners meeting) 

RECESS AND REASSEMBLY
The Chairman called a recess at 1:18 p.m. for 42 minutes.
STATEMENT FROM LAKE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Commr. Campione read the following statement she wrote about this issue: “We 

recently learned that Governor DeSantis signed a letter fulfilling the requirements of 
the Florida legislation which mandated the relocation of the General Smith statue from 
the U.S. Capitol Building to the Lake County Historical Museum and replacement of 
the same with civil rights leader and beloved educator Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune. As 
we all know, our museum was selected to house the statue on behalf of the State of 
Florida, which has resulted in an emotionally charged debate within our community 
about the appropriateness of this location. Attached to our agenda is a letter and a 
statement provided by the museum curator on behalf of the Board of Directors of the 
Historical Society with regard to their decision to move forward with their original plans 
to house the Edmund Kirby Smith statue in the military gallery of the museum which 
they operate on the first floor of the Lake County Historical Courthouse. It is important 
to note that the statue will be removed from the marble pedestal and it would be at floor 
level; it would not be installed, it would be displayed. In their statement they express 
respect for those who disagree with their decision and those who intend to stage a 
peaceful protest march on August 10 in downtown Tavares. Their statement explains 
their reasoning for wanting to display the Smith statue and their intention to move 
forward with their plans, and the contents and the context of the display. Thus far, the 
County Commissioners have not attempted to prevent the Smith statue from being 
placed in the museum but the Board has weighed in on the context and the manner with 
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which it should be displayed and we have asked to be consulted in this regard as the 
process moves forward.  In recognition of the County Commission’s concern that the 
display be sensitive to our entire community, the Museum Board included in its 
statement a description of how they proposed to display the statue.  They have 
represented that the statue will be located in the corner of the military gallery and it 
‘will not be displayed in a way that glorifies the man nor the Confederacy but will be 
strictly historical in nature.’ It will describe Smith’s military service, and will tell about 
his career as a professor and a botanist following the Civil War and his friendship with 
Dr. Alexander Darnes, who became the first black doctor in Jacksonville and the second 
black doctor in the State of Florida.  The display will describe the life and 
accomplishments of Dr. Mary Bethune and discuss the Legislature’s decision to replace 
General Smith’s statue with Dr. Bethune’s statue.  It will provide full context about the 
national debate about Confederate monuments and statues.  And finally, the display will 
include information about the differing viewpoints expressed within our community 
including concerns about the injustices and tragedies associated with the Historical 
Courthouse where the museum is located, and acknowledge the strong emotions felt on 
all sides of this debate.  As I understand it, the Dr. Bethune statue is currently being 
made by an Italian sculptor and will likely be ready to be transported to Washington, 
D.C. within the next year. With this in mind, I believe it is incumbent on our Board to 
address two primary issues.  First, I feel it is important for our Board to articulate our 
position on this matter; and second, if there is a consensus or majority who wish to 
support the Museum Board’s decision, then we need to direct staff to address logistical 
details to protect the structural integrity of the Historical Courthouse, including the 
floor, door openings, entrance areas, and foundation in preparation of this artifact being 
moved into the building into Gallery #1.  With regard to the first issue, I would like to 
request that our Board consider endorsing the statement prepared by the Board of the 
Lake County Historical Society which we will read into the record, or in the alternative, 
draft our own position.  I do want to use this opportunity to express how sorry I am to 
those members of our community who have fervently and passionately argued against 
the statue because they feel hurt by this decision, or as some residents have stated, they 
believe the decision is indicative of current day racism and is being made for the 
purpose of inflicting harm by disregarding their feelings because in my heart nothing 
could be further from the truth.  For me this entire issue is about recognizing that while 
our country’s history is not perfect, the ideals proclaimed in our country’s Declaration 
of Independence are perfect: that all people are created equal and have been endowed 
with unalienable rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, and because 



mankind is not perfect it took time for our Constitution and legal system to recognize 
and treat all of us equally, and despite our best efforts there will always be injustices 
that need to be corrected and struggles that must be overcome as part of our human 
condition but all things considered, our system of government and our nation and the 
ideals which we aspire to are far better than any other form of government on this 
planet.  These things lead me to conclude that it is important to preserve statues and 
monuments which tell the story of where we’ve come from and where we are today, 
even if those artifacts invoke strong emotions. As expressed by the Museum Board in 
its statement, Civil War era monuments and statues, such as the Edmund Kirby Smith 
statue, give us a ‘historical point of reference that teach us lessons about our country’s 
past, they teach of the abolition of slavery and remind us of the progress we have made 
as a nation despite setbacks along the way.’” 

Commr. Campione then read the following statement from the Board of the Lake 
County Historical Society: “As members of the Board of Directors, we respect the 
opinion of those who disagree with our decision to provide a home in our museum for 
the statue of General Edmund Kirby Smith, a native born Floridian, who served as a 
Confederate General in the Civil War.  We strongly value the rights guaranteed by our 
country’s founding documents for peaceful assembly and freedom of speech, and we 
recognize the rights of Americans to protest when they feel they need to protest.  While 
we respect the rights and opinions of those who disagree with us, we stand firm in our 
decision as explained below.  We believe in the preservation of artifacts and relics, 
particularly those related to the history of Florida and Lake County.  We understand 
that Confederate monuments, memorials and statues have diverse meanings to those 
who view them depending on one’s own personal history and ancestry, and for this 
reason they invoke strong emotions.  We acknowledge that some members of our 
community believe these monuments symbolize inequality, inequity, violence, slavery, 
and because of these reasons they believe such monuments should be destroyed or 
relegated to a place of shame or obsolescence.  Other members of our community 
believe these monuments memorialize hardship, bravery, sacrifice and loss of life, and 
help future generations understand the complexities and underlying causes and 
circumstances that led to the Civil War and the personal stories of those impacted by 
the war.  And finally, for some people these monuments are seen as a historical point 
of reference that teach us lessons about our country’s past, they teach of the abolition 
of slavery and remind us of the progress we have made as a nation despite setbacks 
along the way.  We feel that the Confederate monument or statue of a historical figure 
such as Edmund Kirby Smith encapsulates all these meanings and should be preserved 



for posterity sake, and in the present case, a museum is a fitting location.  It is within 
this backdrop that our museum applied to be the recipient of the Edmund Kirby Smith 
statue as part of a compromise made by the Florida Legislature to remove the statue 
from the U.S. Capitol Building and replace it with the prominent civil rights leader and 
educator, Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune.  The legislation which mandated the relocation 
of General Kirby Smith’s statue explicitly requires that the Kirby Smith statue be placed 
in a public museum open to all Floridians – not a cemetery or with a private owner or 
organization.  A committee was designated to select a recipient, and not surprisingly, 
there were not many applicants as this occurred at a time when many communities 
around Florida were removing monuments in their parks and renaming streets and 
schools to remove references to Confederate officers.  We feel that our museum, 
centrally located in the State, is a good geographical location for an artifact of this 
nature, especially considering that our war gallery already has a display about Lake 
County residents who fought in the Civil War.  In addition to our military gallery, our 
museum contains a wide variety of Florida and Lake County artifacts.  A little known 
fact is that Lake County was a part of St. Johns County when Edmund Kirby Smith was 
born in St. Augustine, which is located in St. Johns County.  Many of the key figures 
who settled in Lake County either founded cities here or became prominent in the local 
economy, also fought in the Civil War or were officers in the Confederate Army. The 
display of the General Kirby Smith statue will not be done in a way that glorifies the 
man or the Confederacy, but the display will be strictly historical in nature.  It will 
describe its origin, the sculptor, the legislature’s initial decision to place the statue as 
one of two Floridians in Statuary Hall, his military background, his life as a botanist 
and professor after the Civil War, his friendship with Dr. Alexander Darnes, who 
became the second black doctor in Florida and saved thousands of lives in Jacksonville 
during a yellow fever epidemic, the decision by the State Legislature to remove the 
Smith statue, Dr. Bethune’s achievements as a civil rights leader and educator, the 
national movement by some groups to remove all Confederate monuments from the 
public square, and finally it would include a discussion about the debate in Lake County 
over the decision to place this statue in the war gallery of a museum in a historical 
building that has also seen hardship, sacrifice, personal tragedy, violence, 
reconciliation, and redemption.” 

The Chairman opened the floor for public comment. 
Mr. David Crump, a concerned citizen, mentioned that he had recently visited 

the Lake County Historical Museum and thought that it had interesting displays, was 
neatly organized, and was a nice setting; however, he said that when he visited the 



military memorabilia room, he felt that it had too many references and support for the 
Confederacy.  He related that this seemed curious to him since Lake County did not 
exist during the Civil War; furthermore, he opined that there should be more diversity 
within the military displays.  He relayed that he had also attended the Lake County 
Historical Society annual membership meeting a few months prior and opined that the 
society encouraged individuals to vote for Board members who would support the 
Confederate General Edmund Kirby Smith statue as well as changed its bylaws to help 
ensure that their preferred candidates would be elected.  He thought that this statue 
would have a negative affect for the county and he asked for the Board to prevent it 
from coming to the museum.  

Mr. Alan Harris, a Lake County resident, stated he was against the Confederate 
General Edmund Kirby Smith statue coming to Lake County.  He felt that there was 
nothing that connected the general to Lake County and that it would divide the 
county.  He urged the Board to vote no to the statue coming to the museum. 

Ms. Barbara Hill, from the City of Eustis, shared concerns with the agreement 
between the County and the Lake County Historical Society as well as the bylaws of 
the society which required that artifacts brought to the Lake County Historical Museum 
be related to Lake County.  She felt that the Confederate General Edmund Kirby Smith 
had no relationship to the county and should not be placed here.  She urged the Board 
to vote no to the statue. 

Ms. Grace Arnold, a Lake County resident, stated that even though many of her 
ancestors served in the Confederacy, she was opposed to this statue.  She opined that 
the Lake County Historical Society had manipulated their elections and brought this 
statue without consulting the BCC.  She felt that this statue had no connection to the 
county and would cause heartache for the county.  She asked the Board to vote no to 
this statue coming to the Lake County Historical Museum. 

Ms. Constance Albright, a resident of the City of Eustis, mentioned that she had 
a degree in history, noting that she felt that history was often affected by our own 
filters.  She thought that beliefs of historical events changed throughout the years.  

Mr. Choice Edwards, a City of Clermont resident, opined that the Lake County 
Historical Museum should have never applied to have the Confederate General Edmund 
Kirby Smith statue come to their museum.  He felt that the issue was in regards to the 
appropriateness of honoring people who committed treason in the cause of preserving 
slavery which he thought was un-American.  He believed that saluting Confederate 
leaders was a symbol of condoning their actions; furthermore, he did not think that 
Confederate statues were a Civil War relic and that they represented the establishment 



of segregation.  He asked that if the statue did come to the museum, then the placement 
should only be for evidence to the suffering that it caused.  He asked for the Board to 
not bring the statue to Lake County. 

Ms. Eva Turner, a concerned citizen, opined that this statue would only rekindle 
negative memories.  She felt that many communities were deciding that Confederate 
monuments did not represent modern values but that Lake County was sending a 
message that they did.  She believed that this statue had no significance to Lake County 
and would bring problems there.  She asked for the Board to reconsider bringing the 
statue to the county. 

Ms. Janet Manchon, a Lake County resident, felt that Lake County had a racist 
history that attracted the attention of the nation.  She asked for the Board to consider 
the feelings of the African-American residents of the county and to show concern and 
respect for them.  She then asked the Board to vote no to the statue. 

Ms. Lawrence Tillett, a resident of Lake County, asked what harm would be done 
if the statue did not come to Lake County as she felt that the county was thriving, the 
population was growing, and home values were rising, noting that these items benefited 
all citizens while the statue did not.  She opined that if the museum wanted to teach 
about this general, they could do so through a photograph and not a large statue.  She 
felt that there were already enough race issues within the country and that the Board 
should focus on more important issues than the statue, such as education, affordable 
housing, and preserving the environment.  She asked for the Board to vote no. 

Mr. Herb Seegers, a Lake County resident since the 1970s, relayed that when the 
original Confederate General Edmund Kirby Smith statue was dedicated in 1922, 
Florida representatives quoted a resolution from the Confederate Congress regarding 
General Smith which praised his justice, integrity, conscious regard for the law, 
kindness to people and the protection of their rights.  He did not believe that the General 
was evil but rather a representative of history.  He felt that eliminating artifacts and 
information about the Civil War or any war was wrong, and that it was important to 
review historical facts from the past in order to protect society from revisiting wrongful 
actions that were done. 

Ms. Nancy Hurlbert, a concerned citizen, offered these three reasons to reject the 
statue: it was removed from the U.S. Capital because it was inappropriate and presented 
a negative representation of the State of Florida; the statue had no connection to Lake 
County and the Lake County Historical Society bylaws require that artifacts have a 
connection to the county; and there was a better place for this statue such as the Museum 
of Florida History in the City of Tallahassee.  



Ms. Susan Fetter, a Lake County citizen, felt that there were many opinions 
regarding this statue but did not believe that a statue was needed in order to learn about 
history.  She opined that when this statue was first proposed, there was not a lot of 
community interaction; furthermore, she     did not believe that any local organizations 
were advocating for this statue and said that ten city councils and nine mayors were 
against supporting this statue.  She asked why this community would choose to honor 
a person by installing a seven foot statue in one of its public buildings, and she 
encouraged the Board to listen to those opposed to it. 

Mr. Gregory Wilhelm, a resident of Lake County, shared some information that 
he had researched regarding Confederate monuments and the proposal to bring the 
Confederate General Edmund Kirby Smith statue to Lake County.  He asked for the 
Board to not support the statue. 

Mr. Egor Emery, a concerned citizen, opined that this statue sent a negative 
message regarding oppression and he shared his desire for the Board to send a message 
that they wanted everyone to work together to make Lake County better.  

Mr. Jochim relayed that he had attended many BCC meetings regarding this 
statue, noting that he did not support nor oppose it.  He thought that there were good 
arguments on both sides of the issue and also shared his concerns for the differences 
between political parties.  

Dr. Perry Berkowitz, a concerned citizen, opined that racism and hate crimes 
were increasing throughout the country and that Lake County had a history of racism 
as well.  He felt that bringing a Confederate statue to the county would be hurtful to the 
African-American Lake County population.  He expressed concerns for the Board’s 
changing opinions regarding the Confederate General Edmund Kirby Smith statue 
coming to Lake County and stated that he did not want this statue to come to the Lake 
County Historical Museum.  

Ms. Rose Fitzpatrick, a Lake County resident, shared a statement from a report 
on Confederate monuments from the Southern Poverty Law Center.  She opined that 
those who opposed the statue felt that it represented white supremacy which they did 
not appreciate.  She said that St. Augustine and many other Florida cities did not want 
the Confederate statue in their communities; additionally, she believed that the majority 
of the Lake County residents did not want it either.  She suggested that the Museum of 
Florida History in Tallahassee would be a more appropriate place for it. 

Ms. Mae Hazelton, a concerned citizen, said that she wanted to address the Lake 
County Historical Museum curator’s previous documented words and the words in his 
July 25, 2019 letter to the BCC Chairman.  She felt that the curator intentionally and 



consistently mislead the Director of Cultural Affairs, noting that she had submitted a 
public records request for all emails between the director and the curator.  She opined 
that the curator’s desire for the statue was to glorify the Confederacy and this general.  

Ms. Kathleen Higgins, a Lake County citizen, opined that Confederate statues 
were not tied to the Civil War but rather to the Jim Crow era.  She said that while the 
past could not be changed, people could listen to neighbors and friends who expressed 
that this statue would bring them pain.  She believed this was an opportunity to do the 
right thing and that wanting this statue should not be more important than the pain it 
might be causing.  

Ms. Tina Morin, a City of Eustis resident, relayed that the Florida Legislature 
voted in 2016 to replace the Confederate General Edmund Kirby Smith statue due to a 
national concern with Confederate symbols.  She shared that she was from the South 
but did not support the statue coming to Lake County.  She opined that saying no to the 
statue would only upset a handful of people but that saying yes to the statue would 
deeply hurt many in Lake County.  

Mr. Robert Morin, a Eustis City Commissioner, commented that two years ago 
the City of Eustis was facing the same decision regarding Confederate statues coming 
to their city.  He urged the Board to make the right decision for Lake County residents, 
noting that in 2018 he was one of the mayors who initiated a resolution to not have the 
statue in the county.  He then read several quotes from Mr. Bob Grenier, Curator for 
the Lake County Historical Museum, about the issue.  

Pastor Chris Walker, a City of Clermont resident, stated that it was the 
responsibility of elected officials to hear the will of the people, and he opined that the 
statue was not the will of the people, was not the best decision for Lake County, and 
would cause division.  He felt that if the Board voted in favor of the statue, it would 
send a message that they were insensitive to a certain group of people.  

Mr. Frank Costanzo, from the City of Clermont, thanked the Board for their time 
and commitment to this decision.  He noted that much of what he had planned to say 
had already been mentioned, and he opined that the Board had made their decision 
before even listening to the public’s comments.  He asked for the Board to spare the 
county of the potential anguish this action might create, and to promote initiatives which 
would affirm, encourage, and unite people. 

Mr. Louis Ward, a concerned citizen, stated that he was representing the Lake 
County Democratic Black Caucus who he said opposed the placement of the 
Confederate General Edmund Kirby Smith statue inside the Lake County Historical 
Museum.  He commented that they recommended that the statue be placed in the Civil 



War display inside the Museum of Florida History in the City of Tallahassee.  He asked 
for the Board to listen to the Lake County residents and the nine cities who signed a 
resolution against the statue coming to the county.  He also expressed concerns with the 
Lake County Historical Society’s actions as well as those of the Lake County Historical 
Museum’s curator.  He recommended a coalition with representation from both sides. 

Ms. Deborah Townsend Herold, a Yalaha resident, commented that she was a 
practicing immigration lawyer.  She opined that Confederate statues were celebrating 
men who committed treason in the name of preserving slavery, and that it signaled that 
the United States had not yet come to terms with its responsibility for the wrongs of 
slavery and the Jim Crow period.  She expressed concern that a county with such a 
brutal history of racism would even consider placing a Confederate statue in their 
museum, and she urged the Board to reject the statue. 

Ms. Mary Flanagan, a City of Tavares resident, thanked those who had already 
spoken and then read a list of cities and states which had renamed areas with 
Confederate references.  She opined that this Confederate statue was not needed in Lake 
County. 

Rev. Michael Watkins, a concerned citizen, recognized that residents speaking 
during the planning and zoning hearings were given a voice to their concerns; however, 
he opined that those in opposition to the Confederate General Edmund Kirby Smith 
statue did not have a voice.  He felt that the Board never questioned this decision nor 
took time to talk to constituents regarding their feelings prior to the decision being 
made. 

Ms. Nicie Allen Parks, a Lake County resident, appealed to the human nature of 
the Commissioners and asked them to use their authority to make a decision which 
would represent all of Lake County and to vote no to the statue. 

Mr. Gregory Ogiste, a resident of the City of Tavares, said that he was speaking 
for the younger generation and asked the Board to say no to the statue.  He questioned 
how he could explain the decision to bring it to Lake County to his son. 

Mr. Nate Walker, a City of Mount Dora citizen, opined that the BCC had been 
entrusted by the citizens of Lake County to do what was in the best interest of this great 
community.  He asked them to consider if it was more harmful to bring it here or to 
allow it to go elsewhere.  He urged the Board to vote to unite the community and not to 
divide it; furthermore, he suggested that the museum tell the history of Confederate 
General Edmund Kirby Smith by placing a plaque explaining why his statue was not 
brought to the county.  



Mr. David Warden, a resident of the Town of Sorrento, opined that the decisions 
made by the BCC would affect people and he encouraged them to be on the right side 
of history.  

Mr. Cecil Garrett, a Lake County citizen, read a letter from Mr. Matt Newby, 
owner of the North Lake Outpost in the City of Umatilla, which implied that it was 
important to educate on negative moments in history in order to make sure they did not 
return. 

Ms. Martha Taylor, President of the Tri-City National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) branch which served Lake County, relayed 
that she was also the National Vice President for the National Association of Black 
Military Women.  She opined that while Confederate General Edmund Kirby Smith 
was a general, he was also a traitor, noting that those in the military did not appreciate 
traitors.  She believed that the way this history was being told was not accurate and she 
urged the Board to not bring the statue to this county. 

Mr. Charles Young, a Lake County citizen, expressed concerns for the way 
African-Americans were treated in Lake County.  He asked the Board to not bring the 
statue to the county. 

Ms. Gail Isaac-Thomas, a City of Eustis resident, commented that much of what 
she wanted to say had already been spoken.  She asked the Board to consider everything 
that had been said in this meeting and to vote no to the statue. 

Ms. Judy Holtz, a resident of the City of Tavares, stated that she was in favor of 
preserving history but against the placement of the Confederate General Edmund Kirby 
Smith statue in the Lake County Historical Museum.  She opined that to place this 
statue which commemorated a Confederate General in a building where African-
Americans used to be mistreated was not the message that she desired for her tax dollars 
to send. 

Mr. Alphonso Walker, a concerned citizen, felt that the decision to bring the 
statue to the county had already been made.  He asked the Board to consider the destiny 
of this county and thought that this statue would negatively affect Lake County’s 
economy.  

Ms. Jan Green, a Lake County resident, asked the Board to consider the 
difference between history and his story, meaning General Smith’s story.  She 
mentioned that she agreed with much of what had already been spoken and asked the 
Board to say no to the statue. 

Mr. A.J. Rohe, a Lake County attorney, shared that he had lived in Lake County 
since 1975 and expressed opposition to government censorship.  He relayed that he was 



not present to speak for or against the statue but rather the role of government in this 
decision.  He said that he was concerned that local governments, including the BCC 
and the Cities, were even involved in this matter.  He opined that since the Lake County 
Historical Museum was a private entity, it should decide what goes inside it.  

There being no one else who wished to address the Board regarding this matter, 
the Chairman closed the floor for public comment. 

RECESS AND REASSEMBLY 
The Chairman called a recess at 4:15 p.m. for 10 minutes. 
STATEMENT FROM LAKE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

CONTINUED 
Commr. Blake felt that everyone was mostly in agreement with the main issue 

of the statue being replaced in Statuary Hall.  He opined that Dr. Bethune was a great 
choice for this and he agreed that it was a good time for this to happen.  He disagreed 
that moving the statue would represent deification due to the statue being moved from 
Statuary Hall to a military wing of a small museum.  He said that the Board agreed that 
slavery and the Jim Crow laws were unthinkable moral evils.  He noted that the Board 
wrote letters to the Governor asking him to move forward with pardoning the Groveland 
Four and expressed that reading the book Devil in the Grove and its follow up 
emotionally moved him.  He indicated a concern for purging history from museums, 
burning books, and for a recent act of painting over a mural of George Washington in 
the City of San Francisco, California.  He also recalled that the Board recently elected 
Ms. Mabel Norris Reese to the Lake County Women’s Hall of Fame.  He felt that the 
subject item today was a question of government censorship over the museum; 
furthermore, he believed that to learn the lessons of history, some of these memories 
and lessons from history must be preserved.  He also expressed a concern that if this 
statue was censored, there could be further instances of censorship in the county.  He 
relayed an intent to continue to oppose government censorship, along with supporting 
what the Museum Board decided for this statue. 

Commr. Parks read the following statement pertaining to endorsing the statement 
from the Historical Society:  “I pray nightly for discernment as I lead my family, my 
business, and in my role representing the residents of Lake County.  A year ago this 
same week, this chamber was filled with some really upset people. Many people, mostly 
residents, but not all were residents, came to speak and voice their opposition to any 
consideration of bringing the General Kirby Smith statue to Lake County.  I’ve been 
praying for wisdom and discernment on this issue ever since, and my heart is heavy 
because I believe there are those who seek to divide us nationally and locally.  I’m an 



optimist, sometimes to a flaw, but I believed after that meeting and the several meetings 
that followed in this County Commission, there could be something very positive and 
constructive for this community to come out of all this.  In my comments during BCC 
meetings this past year and including the meeting a year ago this week, where this issue 
has been discussed, I have stated on the record that a process must unfold if indeed the 
County Commission has purview over the contents, displays, and archived research 
held within the possession of the Historical Society.  Said otherwise, if the Lake County 
Commission is in place of making the final decision on a relocation of the General 
Kirby Smith statue to Lake County, and noting that such a decision is not solely based 
on a person’s individual beliefs, but rather as a collegial board representing all the 
interests of the residents and businesses in Lake County, then the decision process is 
extremely important.  Many people have expressed outrage and view the potential 
bringing of this statue as modern day racism.  I can understand why some might 
interpret this Statue as a slap in the face, particularly if one was raised in a time during 
segregation, when things were far from ‘separate but equal’ and racism and stereotyping 
was much more pervasive.  If it is the purview of this Commission to make a decision 
to bring the statue to Lake County, then it is incumbent to include those residents with 
real or perceived concerns within the process of arriving at that decision.  Making it 
clear the end decision may not result in complete agreement on both sides or make every 
individual happy, but at least the arrival at a decision would be pure and genuine.  The 
process I envisioned and vocalized included seeking a representative mix of African-
American pastors and citizens to participate on a regular basis in the decision making 
and shaping of civil rights exhibits in the Lake County Historical Museum.  I stated on 
the record several times it is my own personal opinion that the General Kirby Smith 
statue could be an interesting and informative element or component within a larger, 
comprehensive exhibit on civil rights, the atrocities of the Civil War, and the struggles 
to defeat racism and stereotyping in Lake County and in Florida and this could be done 
in a manner that could be mostly inoffensive to the general public and our 
constituency.  I stated it would be particularly important to include a professionally and 
inclusively designed exhibit on the Groveland Four and Lake County civil rights 
leaders.  I offered the opinion it would be a worthwhile BCC expense to ensure the 
exhibit was of superior caliber and noted within the professional body of museums as 
an exhibit of excellence.  And one that could actually attract visitors to the museum.  I 
noted the expense would probably be thousands of dollars but would be worthwhile and 
potentially even covered by Tourist Development Tax revenues.  Furthermore, I asked 
if we could begin the process of displaying photographs of African-American leaders 



in our community with descriptive text and interpretative displays in the public portions 
of the County Administration Building and other County buildings.  I want to say that 
I know Carey Baker, Ray Powers, Bob Grenier and A.J. Rohe.  They are not racist.  I’ve 
talked with them about this issue for almost a year now.  I understand the proposal they 
are making and again it is my own personal opinion that the General Kirby Smith statue 
could be interesting and informative within a bigger picture display of civil rights and 
the Civil War atrocities.  However, without following an inclusive and yes, proper 
lengthy process, the Commission is playing the fool to the few on both sides who want 
to divide this community.  This process should have cleared up any doubt as to whether 
the end was pre-determined, and it is apparent to me that there still remains a lot of 
doubt.  I’m not sure many in the African-American community feel like they have been 
a part of the process.  I reference Pastor and Leesburg Councilmember John Christian 
who I talked with on and off through this process and who I thought was going to be 
included on a panel or committee set-up as a plan to display this larger civil rights 
display, and apparently he was not.  I cannot endorse this letter from the Lake County 
Historical Society.”  He added that it was unclear whether the BCC even had authority, 
and thought this was an issue that could be considered in the future.  He indicated a 
concern for censorship but he believed that based on the language of the agreement, the 
BCC would have some input.  He reiterated that he could not support the endorsement 
of this letter. 

Commr. Breeden recalled the time of segregation in Lake County and noted how 
individuals affected by this felt slighted by bringing the statue here.  She expressed that 
she had a deep respect for the First Amendment and opposed censorship.  She agreed 
that the statue had historical significance and opined that it was worthy of being 
preserved; however, she stated a preference for the statue to be preserved in a more 
appropriate area at the Museum of Florida History or one of the Florida National 
Cemeteries.  She disagreed with what General Smith represented and felt that the statue 
would not be positive for the county’s image, business, and economic 
development.  She opined that if the statue did not come to the county, no one would 
be hurt except for the few who wanted to have it here; furthermore, she felt that if the 
statue came, it would hurt for a long time and that it was a legacy that she did not want 
to look back to as a decision she made while on the BCC.  She expressed that she did 
not support the Lake County Historical Society’s letter, and she proposed two possible 
paths forward that would not involve censorship.  She said that the engineering study 
led her to believe that the statue would cause harm to the Lake County Historical 
Museum.  She recalled that the Lake County Historic Courthouse had been renovated 



with reverence and respect, and the study indicated that the structural engineer could 
not guarantee that the weight of the statue being installed would not damage the existing 
finishes, most notably the existing tile; furthermore, it was their understanding that 
these floor tiles were irreplaceable and they recommended that the County consider this 
with regards to the placement of the statue in this building.  She felt that they could ask 
the Governor to not place the statue in the building based on the possibility that it would 
cause harm.  She opined that another option would be to take the Historical Museum 
back under Lake County.  She relayed her understanding that the materials there 
belonged to the County, and she felt that the Lake County Historical Society was 
attempting to be thoughtful about the overall exhibit and display; however, she opined 
that this would take it further away from a Lake County museum.  She expressed a 
concern for the size of the museum and that paying so much attention to the statue 
would change the direction of the museum.  She also expressed a concern for a memo 
that Mr. Grenier had sent to Ms. Sandy Shaughnessy, with the Florida Division of 
Cultural Affairs, on Thursday, September 27, 2018.  She recalled that on September 11, 
2018, she had withdrawn her support and that on September 27, 2018, Mr. Grenier’s 
email read that “I am quite excited to tell you that the County Commission officially 
voted 5-0 in favor.,” which she felt was a misrepresentation of the BCC.  

Commr. Sullivan agreed with Commissioner Breeden regarding the BCC 
vote.  He felt that the issue was not about the person and that the Civil War was the 
most devastating war America ever had.  He opined that it should be memorialized in 
Lake County’s museum, that it was history, and that he did not want to censor that 
history.  He also relayed his understanding that General Smith resigned his commission 
before he became a Confederate general.  He recalled stating publically that he did not 
believe that any good could come of this item, and said that he had related this to the 
Lake County Historical Society.  He indicated an interest in refining the process and for 
the BCC having a better say if a controversial item was coming to the museum.  He said 
that based on the rules and regulations that governed the Historical Society, the Board 
did not have this option and doing so would represent censorship due to the Historical 
Society being a private entity.  He thought that they and the Board could improve their 
processes, though he felt that this was beyond the scope of this particular situation.  He 
relayed that he had numerous calls from individuals supporting and opposing the issue, 
and he related that generals, colonels and captains did not make political decisions; 
rather, presidents and congressmen did this.  He expressed disappointment in not 
having this conversation before the issue went forward; additionally, he did not believe 
that the Board had the authority to refuse the statue.  He remarked that the Governor 



had signed off on the statue being moved to Lake County and indicated an interest in 
changing the process in the future.  He noted that the Board could review the lease with 
the Historical Society, and he also expressed an interest in ensuring that appropriate 
facilities were available for the march on August 10, 2019.  He related that the 
Historical Society had voted to move forward with bringing the statue here and he 
relayed a desire to provide input to not glorify what happened, but to tell the story in a 
non-political manner.  He also indicated support for the statue of Dr. Bethune going to 
Statuary Hall.  

Commr. Campione felt that the process could be changed but expressed a 
concern for erasing history.  She relayed that she was aware of issues in the county such 
as those described in Devil in the Grove, and she relayed that she had supported asking 
the Florida Cabinet to pardon the Groveland Four.  She opined that there was discussion 
in the country concerning purging history and expressed a concern for later generations 
not being able to understand what happened in history.  She said that the Museum 
Board’s statement was a description of how they planned to create their display and that 
it included how the statue would be discussed, such as the statue being replaced, the 
process for when it was selected and why it was being replaced now, and the debate in 
Lake County.  She disagreed that Dr. Bethune had nothing to do with Lake County and 
General Smith due to her statue being installed in Statuary Hall while General Smith’s 
statue would be coming to a small museum.  She said that Dr. Bethune was also a civil 
rights leader and felt that she was linked to Lake County.  She relayed that the 
legislature set this process in motion and that a location had to be picked.  She 
elaborated that it was included in the law that the statue could not go to a cemetery or 
to a private organization; furthermore, it was not included in the law that the statue 
could be sent to the museum in the City of Tallahassee.  She thought that the Museum 
Board had offered a way to display the statue and tell the whole story.  She mentioned 
the idea of a potential replica or presentation of the Dr. Bethune statue which could 
discuss why she was selected to take General Smith’s place in Statuary Hall.  She 
relayed that the BCC had been talking to the Museum Board about a way to free some 
space for a civil rights and black history gallery to tell the story of Lake County.  She 
opined that the subject display could be presented in a positive way and she thought 
that it would ultimately be seen as something that could be positive.  She indicated an 
understanding that the debate had pertained to taking Confederate monuments out of 
the public square, and she opined that the appropriate location for this type of artifact 
was a museum; furthermore, this was a compromise to place the statue in a 



museum.  She clarified that this item was on the agenda due to a letter signed by the 
Governor indicating that the Dr. Bethune statue was being created.  

Commr. Breeden expressed that she could not support any extra expenditures 
beyond what the Board already gave to the Historical Museum.  She thought that there 
were would be many costs if the County moved forward, including engineering costs, 
moving costs, and the cost of the exhibit.  

On a motion by Commr. Breeden, seconded by Commr. Parks and carried by a 
vote of 2-3, the Board denied the BCC request for the Governor to identify another 
location for placement of the statue of General Smith based on the probability that the 
placement of the statue would damage irreplaceable historical finishes of the Lake 
County Historic Courthouse, most notably the floor tiles. 

Commr. Campione, Commr. Sullivan and Commr. Blake voted no. 
Commr. Parks indicated that he could not support a motion to endorse the 

Museum Board’s decision.  He felt that the process had been lost but that it could have 
been different if the process was more involved and inclusive.  He reiterated his thought 
that there could have been a possibility to include the statue within an overall 
comprehensive exhibit and changing the theme of that portion of the museum.  

Commr. Breeden relayed her understanding that a committee was supposed to 
have been set up almost a year prior, though this never happened. 

Commr. Sullivan agreed that the Board could review the process and he felt that 
the Historical Society performed a difficult job for little funding.  He opined that it was 
likely not inclusive enough, and he relayed that the rules indicated that the Board did 
not have the authority to tell the Historical Society what items to bring in and how this 
should be done.  

Commr. Breeden noted that it was the Board’s facility and they could determine 
if something would happen to that facility. 

Commr. Campione agreed with Commissioner Sullivan about the process and 
working with the Museum Board going forward.  She expressed a commitment to not 
censoring what a private historical society and curator did, though she thought there 
had been some misrepresentations made.  She recalled that the Board discussed the 
process and context and that they agreed on there being sensitivity and for the statue 
being placed in the correct context; furthermore, she relayed her understanding that the 
Board had voted on this. 

Commr. Breeden clarified that the Board did not vote on this item and that it was 
a discussion about setting up a committee. 
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