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Grace, mercy, and peace to you, from our Lord and Savior, Jesus the Christ.   

 

It will NOT be okay.  The times will be terrible.  Terrifying.  Dreadful. 

 

Jesus’ followers were impressed at the greatness of the temple in Jerusalem, the big 

city.  How large it was.  How luxurious.  But Jesus told them it would all come down.  

The temple would be rubble.  There would be rioting and wars.  There would be 

fighting between nations.  Fighting within families.  Epidemics.  Hunger.  Natural 

disasters and human disasters.  Hatred.  Imprisonment.   

 

It.will.not.be.okay. 

 

Indeed, it was not okay.  A few decades after Jesus’ death, shortly before Luke wrote 

his gospel, the great temple in Jerusalem was destroyed.  Many were imprisoned.  

Many of the Jews.  Including many of the Jews who were called “Christians,” because 

they followed Jesus, who had been given the title “Christ,” the one anointed by God.  

These Christians were often rejected by their families.  By 70 A.D. it didn’t matter.  

The Romans made life miserable for both Jews and Christians.  They destroyed the 

temple.  You who have been to Jerusalem have seen what is left of the ruin.  Not 

much. 

 

That is the way with what we humans have built:  it is all destined to fall apart.  No 

matter how well built (you good builders, here).  What we build will fall apart.  

Temples. Homes.  Civilizations.  Empires.  Nations.  History is full of empires falling, 

failing.  Egyptian, Greek, Roman, Chinese, Inca, Mayan, Aztec, Mongol, Ottoman, 

British.  Even families fall apart.  I’ve already told you a little about how my family 

fell apart. 



 

In 70 A.D., Jerusalem was destroyed by an army.  Using weapons like catapults, 

firebombs, battering rams.  But we know that words can also break things.  Words can 

break things like relationships.  Words can break trust.  Words can lead to war.  Or 

riots.  Or violence against someone seen as the “other.”  Those of us who have 

survived domestic violence know well how dangerous words can be, how they can 

lead to actual violence.  As did St. Paul, who was imprisoned for speaking words 

about the saving power of Jesus, the Christ.  But in the midst of the worst situations, 

such as the situations Jesus described in today’s gospel, Jesus promises to give us the 

words we need.  Perhaps they will be kind words.  But they could be prophetic words.  

Harsh words.  Words of affliction to the comfortable.  To the afflicted, the words will 

be of comfort.  As in last week’s beatitudes.  Blessed are those who are poor.  Those 

who listened to Jesus speak those words of blessing were blessed because the age that 

impoverished them was passing away.   They were blessed because the new age of 

mercy was quickly approaching.  In those same beatitudes Jesus said, woe to those 

who are rich.  They will discover that the riches they had invested themselves in will 

prove worthless.   

 

Ancient peoples, such as those in Bible times, were as concerned with the end of the 

world as we are.  That is why God’s messenger, Malachi, wrote about the coming day 

of the Lord.  Those who listened to this prophet had been victimized by the arrogant 

and the evildoers.  Malachi’s hard words were for them a source of hope.  “Those 

who revere the name of the Lord will experience the rising of the sun of righteousness 

~ with healing in its wings.”  It was a promise to a group of people in much pain.  

Same with the Christians in Thessalonika to whom Paul wrote his words.  These early 

Christians expected the world to end, and Jesus to return triumphant.  That was why 

some of them did not bother to work.  Paul contrasts their idleness with his efforts to 

support himself when he first visited them.  Certainly Paul was waiting for Jesus to 

come, too!  Eagerly.  Hopefully.  But he didn’t stop doing his everyday work of 

tentmaking – as well as speaking about Jesus:  that Jesus came to bring God’s grace 



and love even to the worst sinners.  That Jesus sided always with those who were the 

victims.  That Jesus himself was a victim of gross injustice, dying on the Roman 

cross.  By the resurrection of Jesus, God showed to the world that God was not 

willing for death to be the end.  God has something in mind for us after life.  Paul 

explained that God will not abandon us, even in our dying. 

 

But Paul has another word to those waiting for the end of the world to happen:  

besides getting back to work, Paul says to both the idle, and to those complaining 

about them:  do not be weary in doing what is right.  And what is right?  What does 

the Lord require of us?  Do justice.  Love kindness.  Walk humbly with God.   

 

My husband likes to say, things get broken either on purpose or by accident, but they 

only get fixed on purpose.  Well, there is enough brokenness in the world for 

everyone to keep busy in the task of healing, like the Good Samaritan. But first we 

must attend to our own wounds so that we are strong enough to attend to the wounds 

of others [Nouwen’s Wounded Healer].  Our Lord Jesus was a healer.  Who said 

something an awful lot like “Blessed are the broken.”  And I would add, “blessed are 

the healers.”  The age which breaks things will give way to the age God has promised 

when all heaven and earth shall be mended, healed, forgiven, reconciled.  When 

justice is done, kindness is loved, and all walk humbly with God. 

 

When will these things be?  In God’s time.  In the meantime, let us not be weary in 

doing right, so that God’s promises may come true for us, and for our neighbors.  

Amen 

 


