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Read Mark 13:1-8 
 

The Fallacy of Permanency 
 
 
 You and I have a tendency to fool ourselves about certain things.  One of these things is 

permanency. 

As a younger man, I figured that my home of origin would be there for me to return to if I 

wanted to – losing sight of the fact that my grandparents and parents and even sister and brother-in-

law would die and the house would be sold. 

Another fallacy of permanency is that someone else will look out for my resources, especially 

my financial details, throughout my lifetime.  I found out during the inflation years of the late 70’s and 

early ‘80s that wouldn’t be the case.  No one else will or can do that for me, that I must be interested 

and informed enough to steward these things for myself.  And there is no permanency in financial 

decision-making; choices have to change with the times. 

Still another misconception about permanency is to think that things will somehow pretty much 

stay the same, that people will always be around and that the community will always look like it 

currently does.  You and I both know that this is not the case, but may still deep down live in hope 

that there won’t ever be drastic change to our rural environment. 

The events in Paris remind us that peace is never permanent.  We pray for peace in our time, 

but someone is always eager to extend their influence over others, and conflict & violence result. 

Permanency is impossible, given the nature of the universe.  It isn’t even desirable because 

then things wouldn’t improve, and we would be doomed to repeat the same mistakes over and over 

again. 

So when Jesus told 4 of his followers, “Look, men, not one stone of our holy temple will be left 

standing on another, for all will be thrown down,” he stirred up some concern.  He was challenging 

permanency.  Jesus was trying to get Peter, James, John, and Andrew to understand that “all of the 

heavy stonework isn’t even permanent, so don’t expect a sedentary, unchangeable, fixed or 

unalterable life.  Permanency is a falsehood.”  I would guess the men may have been noticeably 

shaken and disturbed; I would have been. 

I mean, here was a structure of such proportion and strength that no mortar was needed 

between the huge stones; the sheer weight (and good engineering) of each stone caused them to 

squeeze together and create a huge, stable building.  The western or Wailing Wall still remains, so 

we can see just how massive this structure was.  How on earth could this building ever fall down?  

But it actually did, during the Roman persecution of the 70’s AD, when Roman battering rams 

devastated not only the temple but the hearts of its worshippers as well. 

The falling leaves of autumn, the encroaching darkness, and the end of the calendar year 

remind us of the inevitability of change, often when we least expect it.  So don’t put your trust in 

things or people, in buildings or personalities, in technology or in anything that seems solid and 

unmovable; these will all change, even go away, but the God we know in Jesus Christ will remain.  

The world may end, but God’s investment in you and me remains total and complete.  God is 

permanent, and, if we are to believe Jesus, God’s love for us is fixed and stable – on that we can 

depend.  (Based on http://faithelement.com/sessions/2012/11/13/nothing-is-permanent.html?SSScrollPosition=0 

Even this world will end – when we do not know.  As they look back on the walled city, the 4 

ask Jesus, “When will this be?  What will be the sign of the end of things?”  Jesus responds, “Beware 

http://faithelement.com/sessions/2012/11/13/nothing-is-permanent.html?SSScrollPosition=0


2 
 
that nobody leads you astray.  Many will claim to know when and how, but they won’t.  Wars will 

occur, but these are not signs of the end times.  People will fight with each other because of their 

quest for power, but the end is way beyond these things.” 

Brett Blair tells about a preacher who was talking for an hour about his new book that 

explained everything we need to know about the coming of Jesus and the end of time. "You must 

have this book," he said over and over again, a telephone number (not even toll-free) constantly 

flashing at the bottom of the TV screen. Seems that he had prophetic insight into world events, and 

for a mere $14.95 we could have the benefit of his wisdom. It was inferred that we would not survive 

the coming terrors unless we had this book. 

Well, a certain pastor called the number and suggested to the poor operator that if this 

preacher really thought this was so vital to the survival of the planet, and that the end was so near, he 

would be giving the book away! The pastor said, “I mean; he won't need the money, right? It's all 

coming to an end anyway. Who needs a bank account? True, it costs money to print, but he will not 

have to pay for it if it goes as he says.” 

The woman on the other end of the line was not amused. "Sorry, sir," she said, "but I don't 

know much about theology," to which the pastor responded, "Neither does the writer of the book 

you're selling."  (Brett Blair at www.sermons.com) 

In a classic Peanuts cartoon Linus and Lucy are standing at a window watching it rain. Lucy 

says to Linus, “Look at it rain! What if the whole earth floods?” 

Linus answers: “It won’t! God promised Noah in Genesis Chapter 9 he would never flood the 

world again; the sign of this promise is the rainbow.” 

Lucy smiles and replies, “Linus, you’ve taken a great load off my mind.” 

To which Linus responds, “Sound theology has a way of doing that.” (King Duncan in www.sermons.com) 

Yes it does.  And if we are to understand Jesus’ message today, it must be devoid of fear and 

filled with hope.  Yes, there will be an end of things.  Yes, time will close.  Yes, nothing created is 

permanent – except the love of a God who takes fear to a cross and kills it; except the love of a God 

who raises the crown of his creation – us – from the dead to be with him for eternity. 

Over the years I have become pretty familiar with the committal service at the grave.  The 

Lutheran Book of Worship Committal Service cites Psalm 118, which says, “It is better to rely on the 

Lord than to put any trust in flesh.  It is better to rely on the Lord than to put any trust in rulers” (vss. 8-9)  

or in social media, or in 401K’s, or in pastors or principals or parents, no matter how good and faithful 

they may be.  Jesus wants us to ground our hope in him, the only Permanency, the only bedrock.  If 

we can do that, if we have the courage to put priorities right, then when the end comes, “My Lord, 

What a Morning” it will be! 
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