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Ninjas for the Lord 

 
 

 Martin Luther is the man after whom our church body is named.  We are called “Lutherans” 
because of his name.  We don’t worship him; he was a very smart man who explained many things 
well about God. 
 

Martin was a German who lived 500 years ago – that’s a long time ago!  He was very strong in 
his beliefs and fought for them with his mouth and pen, not his fists.  He wanted to change the church 
and help it to get stronger and more faithful to God. 

 
Martin fought so hard for what he believed that we could call him the first Lutheran Ninja!  Do 

you know what a Ninja is?  Originally a Ninja was a member of a Japanese martial arts society who 
could sneak around without anybody knowing and find out stuff and make other stuff happen.  Now 
Ninjas are in cartoons and commercials and so on.  A Ninja is a person skilled in sneaking and 
making things happen. 

 
A Ninja usually dresses in black, like this shirt.  Their face is usually covered, as with this 

mask.  And their head is covered, like with this hat.  I am a Lutheran Ninja!  I fight for faithfulness to 
God, as Martin Luther did! 

 
These are the 5 Rules of Lutheran Ninjas, as we fight sin, the devil, and all his empty 

promises: 
 

 Rule #1:  Be stealthy, not proud.  Show your faith, don’t brag about it.  Live it rather than 
tell people you have it. 

 
 Rule #2:  Study the Scripture every day.  God’s word is strength. 

 
 Rule #3:  Ninjas fight with honor; honor the Lord in all that you do.  Don’t bring dishonor 

to God’s name.  Obey the 10 Commandments. 
 

 Rule #4:  Control your emotions and act in faith.  Don’t let feelings overwhelm faith.  
Don’t act in anger or to get back at someone.  Let the conscience God has given you be 
your guide. 

 
 Rule #5:  There is only one Master Ninja, and that is Jesus.  Follow him. 

 
 

Anybody here willing to be a Lutheran Ninja?  Let’s pray about that now. 
 
Dear God, make us so in love with you that we want to follow you wherever you lead.  Give us 
such a strong faith that are willing to go to bat for you in whatever situation we find ourselves, 
for Jesus’ sake.  Amen  

 
 Thank you to OldLutheran.com for the idea of Lutheran Ninjas.  I might show up in your kitchen 

someday dressed like this and you’ll know I mean business! 

 Someone has said if you don’t stand for something you will fall for anything.  I fear that many 

have so little grounding in the Christian faith, so little commitment to the love of Christ that they are in 

danger of accepting anything as okay as long as no one gets hurt.  Reformation Sunday is a reminder 

of what God says is important and a call to stand up for it in our daily living.  It is a call for the church 

to be in a continuous Reformation so that it doesn’t become only a soup kitchen or a social club or a 

food pantry or a coffee shop.  The church must be the body of Christ in the world, worshipping God, 

learning about God, reminding people that they are sinners, and standing for what God stands for - 

representing Jesus to a world of nearly-anything-goes people. 

Ephesians 2:8-9 crystallizes the meaning of our relationship with God: 

 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, 

 and this is not your own doing – it is the gift of God.” 
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By the precious and free love of Jesus you and I have been saved through our relationship of faith 

with God, not as a work we do ourselves, but as the gift of God. 

 The wise and the scholarly once were in a spirited debate about what is unique about 

Christianity. Someone suggested what set Christianity apart from other religions was the concept of 

incarnation, the idea that God became flesh in human form. But someone quickly said, “Well, actually, 

other faiths believe that God appears in human form.” Another suggestion was offered: what about 

resurrection? The belief that death is not the final word. That the tomb was found empty. Someone 

slowly shook his head. Other religions have accounts of people returning from the dead. 

Then, it is said, C.S. Lewis walked into the room, tweed jacket, pipe, armful of papers, a little 

early for his presentation. He sat down and took in the conversation, which had by now evolved into a 

fierce debate. Finally during a lull, he spoke saying, “What's all this rumpus about?” Everyone turned 

in his direction. Trying to explain themselves, they said, “We're debating what's unique about 

Christianity.” “Oh, that's easy,” answered Lewis, “it's grace." 

The room fell silent. 

Lewis continued that Christianity uniquely claims God's love comes free of charge, no strings 

attached. No other religion makes that claim. After a moment someone commented that Lewis had a 

point. Buddhists, for example, follow an eight-fold path to enlightenment. It's not a free ride. Hindus 

believe in karma, that your actions continually affect the way the world will treat you, that there is 

nothing that comes to you not set in motion by your actions. Someone else observed the Jewish code 

of the law implies God has requirements, and Islam's code of love does the same. 

At the end of the discussion everyone concluded Lewis had a point. Only Christianity dares to 

proclaim God's love is unconditional and unmerited, a love that we call grace.  (Collected Illustrations by Brett Blair, at 

www.sermons.com)   The world needs reminding of that.  The church needs reforming regularly so that it 

doesn’t get caught up in a direction other than declaring through word and action the mighty and free 

love of God. 

If you would be a Lutheran Ninja along with me, I promise that we won’t be breaking the law, or 

intimidating soccer and softball schedulers because they schedule games on Sunday mornings.  It 

wouldn’t be so bad to commit ourselves to wearing black – it’s slimming for me!  But it also wouldn’t 

be so bad to commit ourselves to living our faith, studying the scripture, honoring the Lord, controlling 

our emotions, and treating Jesus as our Master.  If you must wear a mask, go ahead – but continue to 

fight sin and the devil until the day you die!  Stand for the Lord and don’t fall for anything – it isn’t ALL 

good, as many are accustomed to saying.  Stand behind our Mighty Fortress and he will protect us 

into eternity.  Amen 

       Rev. Robert E. Mitman 
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