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Read Mark 6:1-13 
Holy Communion 

 
Dude, That’s Nothing! 

 
At the 2012 ELCA Youth Gathering in New Orleans, tattooed Pastor Nadia Bolz-

Weber spoke eloquently and powerfully of her history with drug and alcohol abuse as a 

teen and young adult, and of God's "rude interruption" of her journey toward self-

destruction. At the end of her talk, she told the 33,000 youth gathered there, "Before I 

leave, I wanna tell you about this God. . . . This God will use you. This God will use all of 

you. And not just your strengths but your failures and your failings and your brokenness. 

And God's strength is perfected in human weakness. So your brokenness is fertile 

ground for a forgiving God to make something new and to make something beautiful. So 

don't ever think that all you have to offer is your gifts."  (www.sundaysandseasons.com) 

This God is pretty mighty.  These two fellows have seen this God in action in 

Jesus.  They have seen what he is like and how he acts.  Listen in now on their 

excitement, even as they try to outdo each other in telling their experiences with Jesus. 

 

“Dude, That’s Nothing” with Jake Rice and Ian Rush 

 

Dude . . . . – another name for friend or buddy.  Dude, this Jesus is really 

something.  And what he teaches and what he does really works!  He heals the anxiety 

of the cancer patient with a love stronger than death.  His advice about loving the 

enemy really works; it catches the foe by surprise, sneaking up on him with goodness, 

kindness and forgiveness that radically changes the rules of the playing field.  This 

Jesus is, as they say, “awesome, Dude!”  Come near and meet him if you haven’t, 

through bread and wine.  Or get re-acquainted with him or go deeper with him.  Draw 

near and connect with Jesus, risen from the dead.  Dude, he really is something! 

The Rev. Robert E. Mitman 
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