
B Pentecost 9 
7-26-15 

Read John 6:1-21 
 

Picnic after Church 
 

 

Theme: Jesus Feeds 5000 - Proper 12 (17) Year B 9th Sunday after Pentecost 

Object: A Picnic Basket 

Scripture: When they had all had enough to eat, he said to his disciples, "Gather the pieces that are left over. 

Let nothing be wasted." John 6:1-15 (NIV) 
 

For some people, going to church on Sunday is an all day affair. People might come to church carrying a big picnic 

basket like this one I have today. After Sunday School and worship they might go outside and have a picnic on the 

church lawn. 
 

What might there be at this picnic? What would you like to eat? fried chicken, mashed potatoes, fresh vegetables from 

the garden, and home-made cakes and pies of every kind you can imagine?  

That reminds me of something that happened to Jesus and his disciples one day. They got into a boat and sailed across 

a lake. When they reached the other side, they went up onto the side of a mountain and sat down to rest. But when 

Jesus looked, he saw a great crowd of people coming toward him. They wanted Jesus to teach them and heal the sick. 

So, that is exactly what he did. He healed the sick and taught the people about the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Soon it was time to eat. Jesus asked one of the disciples whose name was Philip, "Where can we buy enough bread to 

feed all of these people?" 
 

Philip answered, "Eight months wages wouldn't buy enough bread for each person to have one little bite!" 

Andrew, another one of the disciples, spoke up, "Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but 

how far will they go among so many?"  
 

Jesus told the disciples bring him the loaves and fish and to tell everyone to sit down on the grass. Jesus took the 

loaves and fish and looked up to heaven and gave thanks. He then gave the food to the disciples to give to the people. 
 

Was it enough? It was more than enough! The Bible tells us that when everyone had eaten as much as they wanted, he 

told his disciples to gather up what was left over. I'm sure you know what happened. They gathered up enough food to 

fill twelve baskets! 
 

We’re having a church picnic on August 16.  What should we have?  Should we invite Jesus?  He will be there 

anyway to bless us and love us through our time spent together.  It could be a good reminder to us that when we come 

to Jesus, his blessing is enough. No, it is more than enough. 
 

Heavenly Father, we praise you for your goodness. You give us all that we need and more. We thank you in Jesus' 

name. Amen. 

www.sermons4kids.com 
 
 What is the most important thing of all?  [Solicit answers] 

I think for me it is relationships, especially with God.  That is what matters, a deep-inside personal 

relationship with the living Savior.  Connection with each other and with God are for me the two most 

important things in my life. 

It’s easy to know when we have a relationship with others. 

 We engage in easy conversation; 

 we enjoy their company; 

 we trust them; 

 we laugh; 

 we aren’t afraid to share hard things. 

 What else? 

What is a relationship with God like?  Any thoughts?  How do we know we have a relationship with 

Jesus?  What does that look like? 

 Time spent with him; 

 Reading Bible stories; 

 Receiving Holy Communion; 
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 Thinking about him all day long; 

 Talking about him and with him; 

 Serving him by helping others; 

 What else? 

The people who had gathered on a hillside along the shore of Lake Galilee, sitting out in the hot sun 

all day long, came there because they wanted to; they were hoping to be filled by Jesus, healed, informed, 

inspired.  They were interested in hearing good things, things that would benefit them, not bad news. They 

were interested in finding out what he had to say, so they listened to him intently.  And they heard good 

news. 

What would be good news for you? 

 What if I told you children that summer vacation is extended 3 more months, would that be 

good news?  [Maybe to you, but maybe not to your parents!] 

 What if I told you that each of you, as you leave here today, would be receiving a brand new 

IPad?  [The house went wild when one of the preachers suggested this at the Youth 

Gathering!] 

 What is good news for you? 

This same preacher, a Palestinian Christian pastor, quoted St. Paul (Romans 1:16) as he told us that The 

Good News is the power of God unto salvation, which means that God loves sinners and too much to let us 

stay that way.  The power of God in the Greek New Testament is “dunamis” – it is dynamic; the Gospel if 

dynamite!  It is power!  Forgiveness of sins is not good news but great!  Even the dead are raised by God!  

That’s not good news but dynamite!  Just as he did on the hillside, Jesus “overfeeds” those who seek his 

blessing, he fills us with what is truly important, what we really need, not what the world thinks we need. 

And each of us who has been fed is given the ability to respond, the “response-ability” to act, to 

share the love of God with our neighbors, whoever they may be.  We are . . . .  

 the Light on the Ridge, for others; 

 the voice of Christ, for others; 

 the hands and legs and feet of the living Savior, for others. 

As Pastor Rani Abdulmasih said, “Our Lord is incarnate (living) in you and me.  Don’t expect someone else 

to act;” Jesus expects us to respond and feed others, just as he expected Philip to figure out how to feed 

all these people. 

 Relationship with the living God is the most important thing I can think of.  I don’t think we focus 

enough on this relationship – not like we would on a boyfriend or girlfriend whose company we can’t seem 

to live without.  This is a friendship that leads to eternal life, that offers forgiveness when no one else will, 

that fills in what we lack in self-esteem or confidence.  I urge us all to dig into this relationship, to cultivate 

our friendship with Jesus and ask, “Is he really my friend, or is he my fire department, there to put out the 

blazes in my life?  Is he really my friend, or is he my insurance policy so that when I’m at death’s door I 

won’t have to worry?” 

 We can hear God when we are close, and God will lead us.  We can know our mission when we are 

close to God.  Let’s commit to prayer, scripture reading, and conversation about the God we love.  Good, 

filling things will happen. 

The Rev. Robert E. Mitman 

 


