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2020 GFWC 
Annual Convention

June 27-01, 2020

Save the date for our 2020 GFWC An-
nual Convention in Atlanta, GA at the 
Sheraton Atlanta Hotel from June 27- 
July 1! Registration will open in March 
and we’ll post details on the Conven-
tion Section of the website when we 
have them.

On the Cover

Synda Savage, program manager at 
DPHHS, and  President Joyce pose in 
front of the very last set of duffles, ready 
to be delivered.



Let’s Make it a 
Date!

GFWC of Montana Biennial 
Convention:  April 24-25, 2020, 
Billings  

GFWC International Convention:  
June 27-30, 2020, Atlanta GA

WSR Conference, Wyoming, Sep-
tember 24-27
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The Montana Woman

The Montana Woman is published quarterly, in August, November, Feb-
ruary and May.  The deadline for news is the first of the month preceding 
the publication date.  We encourage GFWC of Montana clubs to share 
their news in the Montana Woman.  

Mail or e-mail news and photographs to:
Mary Lou Hermes, Editor
Box 133, Paradise, MT 59856
pln3392@blackfoot.net
406-826-3392

Mail or e-mail change of address to:
GFWC of Montana Membership Chairman
Florence Diede
535 Johnson Lane, Billings, MT 59101 
fdiede@bresnan.net 
406-245-4998 (home), 406-861-1681 (cell)

 Needed: Paperback Books!
Cheryl Martin

     A friend of mine, Cathy Burton, is the HiSET teacher at the Yellowstone County Deten-
tion Facility.  HiSET is a program for helping students/detainees earn their GED. I asked 
her to write up a short message about what she is doing with the books -- 
    Cheryl,  I am trying to build a library here at the    Yellowstone County Detention Facil-
ity.  I use them to help them build literacy, small books groups and for check-out.  Every 

single student in the HiSET class checks out books each week.  We can’t have any hard covers for safety reasons 
and no dirty books.  Mainly I have fiction, a wide variety of Native American books, a few non-fiction and some 
self help books. Any and all of these types of books are welcome!  Thanks, 

Cathy Burton

I would be able to receive/pickup the books peo-
ple want to donate at the  Spring Convention 
here in Billings --
Cheryl



From the President

4

Greetings GFWC 
Montana mem-

bers.  This is an excit-
ing time – a time of 
new beginnings, rob-
ins, sunshine, green 
grass soon to come – 
and Convention!  In-
cluded in this issue are 
the Call to Convention 
and the registration 
form.  Please note the 
cutoff dates for room 

reservations and registration.  I am so looking forward 
to seeing many of you.  
     Part of the theme for this convention is Celebration.  
I will be celebrating the end of my time as President, 
and we will all be celebrating the beginning of the new 
President and Executive Board.  It’s an energizing time 
for everyone.  New ideas, new faces, and new projects 
will be coming up and you will want to be sure to be 
part of this celebration.
     Another part of the theme is Building Bridges, Build-
ing Futures.  We have spent our time this administration 
building futures and bridges for youth graduating from 
foster care, through YouthEquip, otherwise known as 
the duffle bag project.  What an outstanding job you 
have all done supporting this project!  I am humbled by 
your enthusiasm and participation.  In addition, Mon-
tana will have a resolution presented  at GFWC Inter-
national regarding foster care youth.  If the resolution 
passes the general assembly, we will have had a great 
impact on ensuring that foster youth are supported in 
many states.  Thank you to the members who passed 

this resolution at our last Board of Director’s meeting.
     Building bridges from one administration to another 
is so important.  We will accomplish that at this Con-
vention when we install the officers for the 2020-2022 
administration.  We will celebrate their willingness to 
provide continued leadership for our wonderful orga-
nization.  We will pledge our support for the work they 
do.  Montana members have been crossing this bridge 
since 1904, when 12 clubs banded together to form the 
Montana Federation of Women’s Clubs.  Here’s to an-
other 116 years of success!
     We are blessed to have Suellen Brazil, GFWC Sec-
ond    Vice President, as our installing officer.  You will 
find her knowledgeable, fun, energetic and ready to 
meet all of you.  Suellen will bring us news from Head-
quarters.  She will also lead a membership workshop.  I 
have attended some of Suellen’s workshops and I know 
you will find her as interesting as I have.  Continued 
growth in our membership is crucial for all our clubs, 
and I know you will get some great ideas from Suellen.
     Finally, I am always asked what the dress is for our 
meetings.  I struggle with this question.  What I hope 
is that every attendee will be completely comfortable 
at our meetings.  Daytime meetings are typically busi-
ness casual.  Traditionally, those being installed will be 
in after-five or formal wear on Saturday night.  Oth-
ers may choose to do the same.  However, each of you 
must choose for yourself what makes you comfortable.   
These meetings are not about what you wear, they are 
about your participation and enthusiasm for the work 
you do.  
     Until we meet, enjoy the coming of Spring!  

In Federation, 
Joyce

Hello GFWC MT members.  Here is the link to make your hotel reservation at the Doubletree in Billings, for 
our State Convention on April 24-25.  The group code is GFW.  If you are told there are no rooms available, 
let me know immediately.  We will be able to add more rooms as long as there are available rooms in the hotel.  

Your HiltonLink is: http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/B/BILDTDT-GFW-20200423/in-
dex.jhtml

I hope to see you all in Billings!

Here’s How to Make Convention Hotel Reservations!
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OFFICIAL CALL TO THE 

2020 GFWC MONTANA CONVENTION
April 24-25

Celebrate!
Building bridges, building futures

Hotel:  Double Tree by Hilton, 27 North 27th Street, Billings MT, 252-7400

Rooms :  $119, plus taxes

Reservations :`  By telephone or online at http://doubletree.hilton.com/en/dt/groups/personalized/B/BILDT-
DT-gfw-20200423/INDEX.

HOTEL REGISTRATION RATE DEADLINE: April 9, 2020

(NO GUARANTEE OF ROOM OR PRICE AFTER THAT DATE)

Tentative Agenda

Friday, October 11th

·	 Registration:  10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

·	 Executive Committee meeting, Boardroom I:   9:00 a.m. – noon

·	 General meeting:  1:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

·	 District meetings:  4:45 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

·	 Dinner:  No Host bar will open at 6:00 p.m., dinner at 6:30 p.m.

·	 After dinner – GFWC MT Bingo, with prizes!

Saturday, October 12th 

·	 Breakfast on your own 

·	 General Meeting:  9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

·	 Dinner:  No Host bar will open at 6:00 p.m., dinner at 6:30 p.m.

·	 Installation of Officers by Suellen Brazil, GFWC Second Vice President

·	 President’s Reception

What to bring to meeting

·	 Auction baskets:  This one is Club Choice.  We are celebrating, it’s springtime, new beginnings, there are so many themes for 
you to choose.  Let your ideas flow!

·	 Bingo prizes:  YOU will provide the prizes!  Please bring a small prize, in a plain paper bag.  Craft items, canned goods, baked 
goods, any fun thing you have available would be great.  We expect a lot of prizes, so leftover prizes will be given out through 
the day Saturday.  If you forget to bring a prize, don’t worry, you will still get to play.

·	 Paperback books (no hard copy books) – see article in MT Woman

     April 25th

   April 24th

gayleecarter
Cross-Out
April 25

gayleecarter
Cross-Out
April 24
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With a rich background and 43 
years’ experience, GFWC Sec-
ond Vice President Suellen Bra-
zil is a dynamic leader whose 
dedication and passion are un-
wavering.
     From 1980-84, Suellen 
served first as GFWC Alabama 
Director of Junior Clubs and 

later as GFWC Junior Education Chairman. In 1985 
Suellen became HOBY International Leadership 
Seminar National Volunteer Chairman and then Re-
gion Director. These roles led to 12 years of nation-
al service to—accompanied by extensive growth 
within—the Hugh O’Brian Youth Foundation.
     During 40 years on the GFWC Alabama Board, 
Suellen has served in all appointed/elected offices 
including GFWC Alabama State President (1998–
2000) where policy improvements she championed 

Honored Guest at April Convention
Suellen Brazil

continue to impact Alabama today. She has organized 
exceptional training opportunities as State Leadership 
Chairman, including seminars at the State Capitol.
     After serving as state president, Suellen success-
fully led the GFWC Safety program, Credentials Com-
mittee, and GFWC Southern Region as treasurer, sec-
retary, vice president, and president. As president, she 
visited the Woman’s Club of Aruba to welcome them 
to Southern Region. As chair of the GFWC Leadership 
Committee in 2012-14, she oversaw a 73% increase in 
GFWC State LEADS programs.
     A native Alabamian, she and husband Billy have 
two sons. In 2014 Suellen retired from Baldwin Coun-
ty Schools after 44 years—her final position being Ex-
ecutive Elementary Administrator supervising 28 el-
ementary schools and 18,000 students. Working with 
domestic violence prevention, Honor Flight Alabama, 
and GFWC local keeps her closely connected to grass-
roots service.

GFWC Montana Bylaws, Article XII – Section 12.2 Representation

The voting body shall be accredited delegates or alternates from clubs in active membership.

A.  One delegate from each cub of 10 members or fewer, and one additional delegate for each addi-
tional 10 members, or major fraction thereof, based on per capita dues paid by March 20.

B.  In addition, the Board of Directors, as defined in Article 6, Section 6.2, shall be entitled to vote by 
virtue of their office.

Clubs – please forward the names of your chosen delegates to Lorrie Hardy, lorriehardy@gmail.com

NOTE:  All GFWC MT members are invited to Convention.  We encourage all members to attend, have fun 
and help us celebrate the wonderful projects fulfilled by GFWC members.

More Convention Information



 

GFWC Montana State Biennial Convention Registration    
April 24 – 25, 2020

DoubleTree Hilton Hotel, Billings MT 

Please send one copy for each person attending

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Email Address: ______________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________
_

Phone Number: ________________________ First Timer:  Yes ______ No_______

GFWC Montana Position(s): ____________________________________________

District:  Western    Central     Eastern   Position(s): __________________________

Local Club Name: _____________________________________________________

Local Club Position(s): _________________________________________________

Please note any dietary considerations: __________________________________

Registration Fee:                         $40.00_______

Friday, April 24, Dinner                                                                                                                $40.00_______

Montana BBQ buffet, tri-tip beef & smoked chicken, 

beans, potato salad, fruit salad, iced tea, & dessert.                                                                    

Saturday, April 25, Lunch                        $20.00________

Turkey cranberry croissant, pasta salad, & iced tea.                                                  

Saturday, April 25, Dinner                 $40.00--------------

Braised beef, whipped potatoes, green salad, vegetables, & iced tea.                                                                               
        

           All prices include gratuities                           
:                Registration Deadline Postmarked by April 16, 2020
                      NO REFUNDS will be given after April 19, 2020
                        Make checks payable to GFWC Montana
                           Mail Registration form and check to:
              Lorrie Hardy, 2717 Ivy Dr., Great Falls, MT 59404 7



Looking to the Future
Meet Your Candidates
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Looking to the Future
Meet Your Candidates

Nominated for  President Elect
Lynn Foreman

     Lynn Foreman moved 
with her husband, to Ennis 
from the San Francisco Bay 
Area in 2005, and joined the 
Madison Valley Woman’s 
Club in 2007, upon retire-
ment (first time).  She was 
elected to Vice President 
in 2008, followed by Presi-
dent Elect in 2009, and then 
served as club President 
in 2010 & 2011.  She was 

elected again to serve as President in 2014, followed 
by filling the President Elect position in 2015 when the 
incumbent moved.  She held the State of Montana Cen-
tral District President position 2012-2014; and since 
then has held two state program chairmanships; and has 
served as the State of Montana Vice President 2018-
2020. 
     Lynn is also the President of the Ennis Senior Center 
Board of Directors, which was formed in 2015.  She 
has found it to be a rewarding experience to provide for 
the seniors of Ennis and the surrounding communities 
with a single paid employee and supported by dedicat-
ed volunteers.
     Lynn was born in Wisconsin, moved to California 
at age 10.  She worked at Stanford University Medical 
Center for 29 years, beginning in a weekend part-time 
clerical position; followed by supervisor and manage-
ment positions and eventually became the Stanford 
University Hospital’s Chief Information Officer.  She 
served as the first Chairman of the University Hospital’s 
Consortium CIO Council; and served on Healthcare 
Information Technology advisory boards, and associ-
ations. She left Stanford and became an independent 
healthcare consultant.  She currently consults part-time 
with the Madison Valley Medical Center.  
     She has two sons, a 19 year old granddaughter;  and 
a   step-daughter who is an M.D./PhD Oncologist in Se-
attle.   Her newest family member is Bentley a 6 month 
old mini-goldendoodle.
     Lynn has been an active participant on the Board of 

Nominated for Vice President
Marsha Hotchkiss

Marsha Hotchkiss, Can-
didate for Vice President 
was born and raised in Red 
Lodge, MT (except for a few 
years spent in Los Angeles). 
After high school graduation 
she went to Montana State 
University and earned a BS 
in Nursing, then worked in 
hospitals in Texas, Washing-

ton, California and Montana before she decided to re-
ally travel and became a “traveling nurse” for 3 years 
before returning to Billings, Montana. She retired from 
Billings Clinic in 2013 and continues to travel as of-
ten as possible, but for fun these days! Marsha joined 
Billings Junior Woman’s Club in the fall of 2013 and 
was the Montana LEADS candidate in 2015. She has  
been the ESO chairman for BJWC for 4 years and is 
currently President Billings Junior woman’s Club. She 
has been honored to be the Recording Secretary for the 
past 2 year and looks forward to continuing to serve on 
the GFWC MT Executive Board.

Abi King, Adina VomBerg, Halley Perry, and 
Wendy Gustin sample the strawberries at 
Madison Valley's Celebration 8
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Candidate for GFWC of Montana
 Recording Secretary

Toni Scully,

     Toni Scully was born 
and raised in Wisconsin 
and attended the University 
of Wisconsin in Madison, 
graduating in 1970 with a 
degree in Interior Design.  
In 1972 she married John 
Scully, an Ennis Montana 
native.  They lived in Boz-
eman and Toni started her 
practice as a member of the American Society of Inte-
rior Designers (ASID).  Their two daughters were born 
in Bozeman where Toni was on the Board of The Unit-
ed Way of Gallatin County, as well as being actively 
involved as a Girl Scout leader.  With their daughters, 
the family moved in 1986 to Seattle for ten years, then 
to Denver for ten years.  Toni and John have been mar-
ried now for 48 years and have five grandchildren.
     The Scully’s moved back to Montana full time 
in 2006.  Much to her delight, Toni discovered the 
Madison Valley Womans Club and The Nearly New 
Shoppe!  She has served MVWC as President-elect 
and President, also holding various positions of Pro-
gram Chair and Committee Chair for her local club. 
     Toni has served GFWC of Montana as Central Dis-
trict Vice President as well as Central District Pres-
ident.  Currently, she is Co-Chair of Fundraising for 
Joyce DeCunzo’s President’s Project YOUTH EQUIP.
Toni is a BIG FAN of The Collect.  Her favorite line is:  
“Make us to grow calm, serene, gentle.”  Nominated 
for the Board position of Recording Secretary, she is 
looking forward to serving the GFWC MT members.
   

Candidate for GFWC of Montana
Treasurer

Kim Montag

     Kim and her husband Jeff 
retired in 2007 and moved     
from Houston, Texas to McAl-
lister, MT. Kim joined the 
GFWC Madison Valley Wom-
an’s Club in 2008.  She was 
elected Treasurer in 2011 and 
served as Treasurer until 2014.  
In 2014 she was elected Re-
cording Secretary and served 

in that position until 2016. 
     In 2016 Kim was elected as Treasurer of the Cen-
tral District and will serve in that position until June 
of 2020.  She has been elected as Vice President of the 
Central District for the 2020-2022 administration. 
     For the past 2 years Kim has served as co-chair of 
fundraising for the President’s project (YouthEquip) for 
President Joyce DeCunzo, and has also served on the 
Budget and Finance Committee for GFWC of Montana. 
     Since arriving in Montana, Kim has been involved 
in many other charitable and civic  organizations.  She 
currently serves as a Director and President of the Mon-
tana Land Reliance Foundation and has been a director 
of that organization since its formation in 2011.  She 
also serves on the Board of the Ennis Senior Center 
which was formed in 2015 and has been very success-
ful in serving the seniors of the Ennis Community.  Kim 
has previously served as a Director and held various 
offices, including President, of the Madison Valley 
Medical Center Foundation and as a Director for the 
Henry’s Fork Foundation. She is a life member of Trout 
Unlimited and a member of TU’s Coldwater Conserva-
tion Group.  
     Kim was born in Houston, Texas and after graduating 
with a BBA in Accounting from the University of Tex-
as in 1975 joined the international accounting firm of 
Deloitte & Touche where she worked for over 30 years 
and was admitted to the Partnership in 1986. In addition 
to her client service responsibilities, she served as the 
Co-Chair of the Nominating Committee of the Firm in 
1998 and served on the Partner Admissions Committee 
for the Assurance and Advisory Practice of the Firm for 

continued, next column

Kim, from left column 
5 years and was the Chair of this committee for 2 years.
    Kim and Jeff Montag still live in McAllister, Montana 
with their Border Collie - Belle.  She enjoys fly-fishing, 
photography, golf and cooking.  Kim is honored to have 
been nominated for the position of Treasurer and looks 
forward to serving the GFWC of Montana in this role. 
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The 2020 GFWC Annual Convention is par-
ticularly significant because this year we are cele-
brating the 100th anniversary of the passage of the 19th 
Amendment. This year we are remembering the rose and 
all the brave women and clubwomen who fought for our 
right to participate in the political process. Throughout 
our time together in Atlanta, yellow roses will be used 
to symbolize the suffrage movement and celebrate our 
right to vote. Yellow roses were worn by suffragists and 
lawmakers throughout the movement as a sign of sup-
port for the passage of the 19th Amendment.
     GFWC honors and celebrates its clubwomen such 

GFWC International Annual Convention
June 27-30, 2020, Atlanta GA

Register for Convention by April 15 to get the early bird rate & view the Preliminary Agenda

as Carrie Chapman Catt, Phoebe Hearst, Julia Ward 
Howe, and Lucy Stone who helped lead the movement 
which would secure the vote in 1920. We also honor 
and remember GFWC International Past Presidents 
Sarah Platt Decker, Ellen Henrotin, Anna Pennybacker, 
and Eva Perry Moore who also played major roles in 
the march towards suffrage.

Remember the rose and join us in 
celebrating with the Georgia Feder-
ation, a century of voting, and all of 
the women who paved the way for us 
to arrive here!

Remember When?
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     Pablo Elementary fourth grade poets rock 
at writing poetry.   Fourth grader Rosalie Clatterbuck 
placed first; Aaron Luke placed second; and Scarlet 
Johnson placed third in the 2019 GFWC Ronan Wom-
an’s Club Poetry Contest. They were presented with 
certificates and checks in their classroom on February 
12 by President Joyce Rogers and Treasurer Adina Fox.  
The winning poems have been forwarded to the state 
chairman and may be entered in the International con-
test. 
     “Our students are very eager writers,” said teachers 
Ms. Fisher and Mr. Ness. In a question and answer pe-
riod students asked when they could enter the next con-
test. They were happy to hear that any poetry written in 
2020 and submitted by December 31, 2020 is eligible.  
A little bird, (thank you Ms. Fisher) told us that the 4th 
grade students are aready writing more poems.
    Poetry contests and story writing contests are a tradi-
tion in the General Federation of Women’s Clubs. The 

Ronan Club would love to have poems and short stories 
submitted any time.   All students attending grade K-12 
are eligible, including winners from prior contests. 

Our Clubs at  Work

 
l-r.  Aaron Luke.  Scarlot Johnson and  Rosalie 
Clatterbuck. Joyce Rogers and Adina Fox are in 
back

Through outreach and events, the GFWC Bitter-
root Womans Club increased their membership to 
44 very hardworking ladies

GFWC Bitterroot Womans Club membership Christmas Party.

GFWC Bitterroot Womans 
Club donated clothing for the 
Ft. Harrison Women Veterans 
Program

L-R: Jody Magdos, Carol Steiger-
walt and Margret Sharp loading 
up decorated pumpkins for the 
local care centers.
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    The Ennis iconic, second-hand store located on 
Main Street re-opened their doors after less than 
three weeks of repairs and renovations on Tuesday, 

January 21st. Necessary maintenance led the Madi-
son Valley Woman’s Club run Shoppe to close their 
doors on January 1st to complete the work creating a 
safer, brighter shopping experience for their patrons.

The October activity was in support of GFWC Sev-
en Grand,  Initiative #7-that 55,000 Dr. Seuss books 
be donated with 500 going to local city schools and 
daycare centers and 500 going to DC schools and 
daycares.  Members pictured are putting labels and 
bookmarks in the donated books. Dr. Seuss books 
were delivered to 7 school before Dr. Seuss Birthday 
Celebrations.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE COMMITTEE
Tumbleweed is the “go to” place for homeless teens and young adults in 
Billings.  The Domestic Violence Committee works to assist this orga-
nization however possible.  Committee members provide a hot lunch for 
20 hungry mouths each month. The club also donates food and clothing 
items. We are investigating needs of the apartments run by Tumbleweed, 
as housing is a major concern for clients.  Mentoring a client attending a 
college in Billings is in the works. 

Ennis Nearly New Shop is Newly Renewed!      The new floor layout provides less clutter, new win-
dows allow in a steady stream of sunlight, the new 
dressing rooms are spacious and the cashiers area is 
now ADA compliant. To top it off, the entire store has a 
new layer of paint along with new lights to brighten and 
creat a great energy to shop in.
     The amazing work of a strong community banding 
together is the final result.  The Nearly New is built on 
that volunteer tradition: no paid employees service the 
store. The women who show up every day truly want to 
be there. This all helps to keep prices low, and that will 
not change due to the remodel. Same great merchan-
dise, affordably priced.
     The Nearly New Shoppe will celebrate 50 years of 
servicing Madison Valley next year. All of the money 
raised is put back into the community, courtesy of the 
Madison Valley Woman’s Club which is celebrating 
100 years of community service this year.
     What people say about the Shoppe: “This is not a 
thrift store, it’s a destination.” And now that sentiment 
rings true even more so!

Billings Juniors Hard at Work
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     One of the seven initiatives undertaken nationally by 
the General Federation of Women’s Clubs is to purchase 
and distribute Dr. Seuss books encouraging young read-
ers.  Because the GFWC Thompson Falls Woman’s Club 
was part of the founding of the Thompson Falls Public 
Library it was natural for the club to participate.  The 
club recently provided enough funds for Library Direc-
tor Lynne Kersten to replace four well-loved volumes 
and add seven new titles to the library’s collection just in 
time to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday on March 2nd.  

Thompson Falls Seuss-es up 
the School Library

 An annual Cabin Fever Party is a well loved tradition 
for the Madison Valley Womans Club.  The idea was 
started by Dode Barnett, 1986 -1988 MVWC Club 
President, and mother of former GFWC MT Presdent-
Vurnie Kaye Barnett 2010-2012.  
  This year’s committee planned an afternoon of hand-
made valentine making, finger foods, chocolate foun-
tain with strawberries and sprinkles, “Sleepless in Se-
attle” film and lots of visiting among the members.  

Clockwise from center front:  
Jackie Smith, Jo Campbell, Emily 
Doyle, Corriena Gregg, Robyn 
Bechtold, and Jeannie Schroeder.Kitty Eneboe creating 

a sweet note for her 
hubby

GFWC Montana Knows How to Express Love

Ennis Celebrates Winter
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Proposed changes to Bylaws April 2020
Proposed changes to Bylaws April 2020
Article III, Section 3.2  Types of members.
D.  Member-at-large:  any GFWC member whose  local club is no longer federated may retain her 
membership in GFWC MT by paying dues to the GFWC MT Treasurer.  She will then be known as a 
Member-at-large with all membership privileges.
RATIONALE:  GFWC MT is an organization of clubs.  We pay dues to GFWC by club.  Any member 
affected by closure of her local club may join any other club in the state, to maintain all membership 
privileges.
Article III Section 3.4 Termination of Membership.  Any club desiring to withdraw from GFWC MT 
must:  Termination of Club membership may occur in two ways:

A.  Resignation in good standing – The club must:

1.  Receive a 2/3 two-third affirmative vote from that club’s members to terminate mem-
bership.

2.  Announce and publish to club members, GFWC MT President and GFWC MT Mem-
bership Chairman that a vote will take place at a designated club meeting.  This must 
occur 30 days prior to meeting.

3.  Vote by ballot with each member signing her ballot.  A vote by mail shall be allowed 
for those members physically unable to attend the meeting at which the vote will take 
place.

4.  Shall Submit a written resignation to GFWC MT President accompanied by the minutes 
of the meeting at which the vote to withdraw took place showing that a 2/3 two-third 
vote was taken obtained and include the numbers listed in the minutes both for and 
against.  If 5 five or more members choose to remain a club, they shall retain all the 
rights and privileges to the name and property of the club including funds.

5.  Upon acceptance of resignation, all rights and privileges of membership cease.

B.  Non-payment of dues.

1.  Clubs failing to pay dues for one full year, July 1 to June 30, will be declared inactive in 
GFWC MT.  Any club that has been declared inactive for non-payment of dues may be 
reinstated upon payment of current and arrears dues.

2.  A club that has been declared inactive for non-payment of dues, and has not taken the 
necessary steps with the GFWC MT President for resignation will be terminated from 
GFWC MT by vote of the board at the Fall Board of Directors meeting or by vote of the 
delegates at the State Convention.

3.  A club that has been terminated must be newly federated following the procedures 
governing admission of all new clubs.

RATIONALE:  To clarify termination of membership, including an efficient way to handle club mem-
bership termination while giving the club the time and opportunity to follow outlined procedures.
IF AMENDED, WOULD READ:
Article III Section 3.4 Termination of Membership.  Termination of club membership may occur in 
two ways:



A. Resignation in good standing – The club must:

1.  Receive a two-third affirmative vote from club members to terminate membership.

2.  Announce and publish to club members, GFWC MT President and GFWC MT Member-
ship Chairman that a vote will take place at a designated club meeting.  This must occur 
30 days prior to meeting.

3.  Vote by ballot with each member signing her ballot.  A vote by mail shall be allowed for 
those members physically unable to attend the meeting at which the vote will take place.

4.  Submit a written resignation to GFWC MT President accompanied by the minutes of 
the meeting at which the vote to withdraw took place showing that a two-third vote was 
obtained and include the numbers listed in the minutes both for and against.  If five or 
more members choose to remain a club, they shall retain all the rights and privileges to 
the name and property of the club including funds.

5.  Upon acceptance of resignation, all rights and privileges of membership cease.

B. Non-payment of dues.

1.  Clubs failing to pay dues for one full year, July 1 to June 30, will be declared inactive in 
GFWC MT.  Any club that has been declared inactive for non-payment of dues may be 
reinstated upon payment of current and arrears dues.

2.  A club that has been declared inactive for non-payment of dues, and has not taken the 
necessary steps with the GFWC MT President for resignation will be terminated from 
GFWC MT by vote of the board at the Fall Board of Directors meeting or by vote of the 
delegates at the State Convention.

3.  A club that has been terminated must be newly federated following the procedures gov-
erning admission of all new clubs.

Article XII Section 12.2 Representation.  The voting body shall be accredited delegates or alter-
nates from clubs in active membership.  

A.  One delegate from each club of 10 members or fewer and one additioinal delegate for each 
additional 10 members or major fraction thereof, based on per capita dues paid by March 20 
January 15.

B.  In addition, the Board of Directors, as defined in Article 6, Section 6.2, shall be entitled to vote 
by virtue of their office.

RATIONALE:  To allow the state treasurer and corresponding secretary sufficient time to calculate 
club voting rights before convention. January 15 is 6 ½ months past the time dues are due to be paid, 
so it still allows sufficient time for clubs to collect and report dues.  This timeline also coincides with 
the date we must report the total state membership to GFWC.
IF AMENDED, WOULD READ:
ARTICLE XII, Section 12.2 Representation.  The voting body shall be accredited delegates or alter-
nates from clubs in active membership.

A.   One delegate from each club of 10 members or fewer and one additional delegate for each 
additional 10 membres or major fraction thereof, based on per capita dues paid by January 15.

B.  In addition, the Board of Directors, as defined in Article 6, Section 6.2, shall be entitled to vote 
by virtue of their office.




