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Dear friends,

   Where has the time gone? This administration 
is more than halfway done, the holiday season is 
almost on top of us, and the nights and mornings 
are now dark after our clocks were set back. During 
this 2012-2014 term so far, we have remembered 
our past, we are seeing and reflecting on what is 

working in our present, and we are ready to reaffirm 
and renew our passion and commitment to volunteering as we go into 
the future. GFWC of Montana needs to stay vital as we step into the 
future, as we make a huge impact on our individual communities, as 
well as on state and international projects.
     I enjoyed seeing a lot of you at the 2013 Fall Meeting held at the 
Grantree Inn in Bozeman the last weekend of September. We explored 
how our clubs are moving into the Electronic Age and what changes 
we might encounter with our Communications & Public Relations 
strategies, we had great workshops on the importance of membership 
and why it is critical to write great reports, we were inspired by a 
spectacular workshop given by Penny Cope, our 2013 LEADS graduate, 
who also navigated us through our website, we had Western States 
Region President Kathy Janssen and Montana author Betsy Watry as 
our weekend guests, and we became new best friends with them. Best 
of all, we enjoyed each other as we networked together, whether one of 
several first-time attendees or a seasoned GFWC of Montana member.
     Celebration was another theme of the Fall Meeting. We presented 
International Awards, we handed out membership certificates to those 
achieving milestones in their volunteer life, and we celebrated as we 
were introduced to our three Jennie Award club honorees – three clubs 
made a great effort to nominate these ladies: Vurnie Kaye Barnett of the 
Madison Valley club, Sharon Britton of the Cascade club, and Barbara 
Kirscher of the Canton Valley club. WSR President Kathy and I were 
even able to surprise our state Jennie award winner, Barbara Kirscher, 
and Jean Carroll Thompson, our state Jennie Award chairman, with the 
news that Barbara has also been selected as one of two WSR nominees 
to be forwarded on to the GFWC International competition.
     Please continue to send articles for inclusion in the next Montana 
Woman. It should be in your mailboxes in early March – among other 
things, it will include the Call to the GFWC of Montana 2014 Biennial 
Convention to be held the last weekend of April at the Great Northern 
Hotel in Helena. All of the information you should need for registration 
will be included. GFWC International President Mary Ellen Laister will 
be our special guest as we celebrate the accomplishments during this 
term – she will also conduct the installation of the 2014-2016 Montana 
officers. Please put that date on your calendar right now…and I am 
looking forward to seeing you there!

    Nancy
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     Jennie Award? What’s That?
The GFWC Jennie Award honors one clubwoman from each GFWC Region for outstanding commitment to club, 
community, and family. They are chosen by their clubs to compete at state, region, and national levels for the 

Federation’s highest honor.
      The Jennie Award is named in honor of GFWC’s 
founder, Jane Cunningham Croly, who wrote for national 
newspapers under the pseudonym, “Jennie June.” 
The award is an occasion to highlight extraordinary 
clubwomen who epitomize her spirit of independence, 
courage, and persistence in purpose through their 
roles as volunteers within their clubs, elsewhere in the 
community, and as members of a family or extended 
family. Although GFWC has many awards for states 
and clubs, the GFWC Jennie Award is the only national 
honor that recognizes individual members for personal 
excellence.

 

GFWC of Montana Presents
Outstanding Member Awards

One of the outstanding events at GFWC Montana’s Fall 
Meeting in Bozeman was an awards luncheon, at which 

members were recognized for their accomplishments and 
for their longevity of membership. Especially noted were 
those who have been Woman’s Club members for 50 years 
or more. 

Members congratulated for 50 years of service were 
Sue Carter of GFWC Laurel Federated Woman’s Club, 

Mary Naegeli of GFWC Thompson Falls Woman’s Club, and 
Rae Proctor of GFWC Woman’s Club of Missoula.  
     Patty Jo Henthorn of GFWC Big Timber Woman’s Club and 
Marylyn Weeks of GFWC Culbertson Woman’s Club were 
honored for 55 years. 
     Betty Hoffman of GFWC Deer Lodge Woman’s Club has 
been a member for 60 years. 
     Two women were honored for an astounding 65 years 
as club women: Barbara Kirscher of GFWC Canton Valley 
Woman’s Club and Mariellen Lee of GFWC Forsyth Woman’s 
Club.

Following presentation of the membership awards, Jennie 
Award Chairperson Jean Carroll Thompson invited three 
candidates nominated by their home clubs to receive this 
award to be seated at a head table while she told of their 
accomplishments in GFWC.

Candidates were Barbara Kirscher, GFWC Canton Valley 
Woman’s Club, Vurnie Kaye Barnett, GFWC Madison 
Valley Woman’s Club, and Sharon Britton, GFWC Cascade 
Woman’s Club.

    . . . . And the Winner Was
   In a surprise addition to the Awards Luncheon program, 
President Nancy Hanford and Western States Region 
President Kathy Janssen announced that Barbara 
Kirscher had been selected as one of two candidates 
from WSR to be forwarded to the International 
competition.  Pictured, L to R, Nancy, Barbara Kirscher, 
Kathy Janssen, and Jean Carroll Thompson.
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 That Marvelous Meeting of Wonderful Women

International awards received in 
Hollywood, FL in June were presented. 
This newsletter won one - Editors Nancy 
and Mary Lou pose proudly!

Who could 
believe that 
Rae Proctor 
is old enough 
to have been 
a member for 
50 years? 

Nancy invited Betsy Watry, author of  Women in 
Wonderland, to share parts of her new book with the 
assembly at the Friday night dinner.

Silent Auction items netted $906 toward Talking Books

Kim Montag, Toni Scully, Judy Senteney and 
Michele Furry pose with their Membership 
Coveted Shoe Awards.
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Wasn’t All Work!

Penny Cope 
reports on her 
experience at 
LEADS.

Gayle Carter’s workshop on communication got 
everybody connected, even though it was on 
string and can telephones. . .

Judy Senteney 
reported on 
her experiences 
at the 
International 
Convention in 
Florida. She 
looks great in a 
bikini!

Plains delegation, Michele Furry, Debbie Heckman, 
Debbi Kirschbaum, Mary Lou Hermes and Sandi Lane 
show off their bling at the Friday “Bling is the Thing” 
dinner. 

Dixie Hertel, Sigrid Laird and Dorothy Murnin 
talked about some fun that they had at the 
WSR conference held in Portland, OR in 
September. Adina Fox and Nancy Hanford also 
attended.



Reports! Reports!
      It is never too early to think about your annual reports.  Reports are due in February and before you know 
---------- it’s March.  As we all know, without reports we would not have any “history or memories” of our clubs. 
We do so much for our communities and need to have it in writing.  Here are a few things that were brought up 
during the Fall Meeting in September.
                       •Have your own club’s reporting workshop on a Saturday Morning –
      a month before the reporting deadline.
                       •Do an outline for ongoing or one-time projects.
                       •Keep all club members involved in reporting.
                       •Give a report to the Club Secretary at the end of the Project.
                       •Club Presidents to remind all the chairmen that the reports have to be 
       in.  We all meet on a specific date and finish them.
                       •Remind people that they are needed to maintain the greater vision.
                       •Prepare the report and send by e-mail before next meeting.
                       •Publish tips and tricks ideas on Web and in Montana Woman.
      Don’t forget the chocolate bar you received at Fall Meeting.  You can start eating it as soon as your reports are 
finished.  Here’s a goal for all of us in 2013.  “26 Clubs – 26 reports”.    Remember . . . History is the present.  

Joyce Hooper
GFWC of Montana, 1st Vice President

6 Cartoon from GFWC’s Facebook Page
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A Very Special Birthday     

  Many GFWC of Montana 
members from around 
the state helped Mary 
Katharine Barnes 
Miller, the 30th GFWC 
International President 
1974-1976, celebrate 
her 100th birthday in 
Missoula, MT on October 
8, 2013.
     Mary Katharine’s club 
life began with the Philippi 

Woman’s Club in West Virginia, and she eventually 
became its president. She moved to Charleston, West 
Virginia in 1957 and became active in the Woman’s Club 
of Charleston. She served in all elected offices of the 
West Virginia Federation of Women’s Clubs, including 
state president, 1958-1960. 
     She moved from West Virginia to Montana in 1963 
when she married Carroll E. Miller of Missoula, MT. 
She served as the thirtieth president of the General 
Federation of Women’s Clubs from 1974-1976. Mary 
Katharine’s administration theme was “Sea to Shining 
Sea -- Unity.” She was particularly interested in 
citizenship and international relations, and emphasized 
the need for national intelligence, advocating for the 
CIA and FBI. She is a current member of the Woman’s 
Club of Missoula.

       Ever see someone and just feel like they could use a lift in life? That happened in April 2013 for two BJWC 
members as they sat having a break at a local McDonald’s. They had noticed an attractive woman working there 
who had no upper teeth. Her face was drawn but often formed a beautiful smile. There must be a story. Wonder 
if our club could help her? Does she even want teeth? That very day the manager was contacted and a club 
business card given to him. Shortly, the phone rang and the miracle was put into motion.
   The woman’s husband had been tragically killed, leaving her and two young children to make their way. 
They had moved away, hoping for a new beginning but she had now returned to Billings to care for her dying 
mother. She had inherited her parents’ dental disease and had to have her upper teeth pulled. She did not 
realize that Deering Clinic would not provide dentures. Several years have passed with a part-time job and no 
health insurance.
       At the club meeting her story was shared and members rallied with possible ideas of help. One member who 
works for Dr. Ian McDonald came to the rescue. Dr. McDonald would provide all the appointments and dental 
care if we would pay for the dental lab ($500). She was able to pay half and our School Medical Committee 
picked up the rest.
        Three months later, she has a beautiful smile, a twinkle in her eyes, a full-time position with paid vacation and 
medical insurance. What a lift in life!                                            From the Billings Jr. Club Newsletter, summer 2012

A Story With Teeth in It!
The Pam Burns Story

Advocates for Children

     Although October was officially Advocates for Children 
Month and that month got by before publication of the 
Montana Woman, it is never too late to do something 
for the children. The following is a request from Cathy 
McCormick to each of our clubs.

Please do these few things for me:
   1. acknowledge this month as Advocates for Children 
month with an emphasis on the week of the 20th if you 
can...projects, donations, and so on;
   2. remind your club record keeper to report at least 
one of your activities under the Advocates for Children 
Special Projects category;
   3. find funds or raise funds for the March of Dimes, 
Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMSC) and/or 
INMED partnerships for Children (all have websites);
   4. keep in mind the purpose, which is to  educate, 
advocate and engage in projects concerning the 
well-being of children via health, social and safety 
programs.

Is there a hand-stamped clock design in your 
issue of this newsletter? If you find one, and you tell 
Nancy the page number and what time it is on the clock 
face, you could have your registration fee paid at a state 
meeting of your choice during this administration. Thus 
far only one person has taken us up on that offer: Cathy 
Symington of Ronan. The next one could be you!
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Right to left – Sherry Reisch, Joyce Hooper, Linda 
Sinerius, Jody Magdos, Barbara Harrison and 
Karen Hoyt

GFWC Bitterroot Woman’s Club November meeting 
was filled with many exciting happenings.
   Our program was a speaker from the automobile 
club.  He gave a fine presentation.  The highlight of 
the meeting was when we put together “Birthday 
Bags” for the Darby Food Bank.  The bags included 
cake mix, icing, candles, cake pans and small toys.  
Twenty-five bags were sent to Darby. Bitterroot 
Woman’s Club always enjoys helping others and we 
had fun doing it.

     GFWC Plains Woman’s Club always fields a team for 
the county Relay for Life, even when the team is small, 
as it was this year. Pictured at left are team members 
Mary Lou Hermes, Debbi Kirschbaum, Terri Henry 
and Sandi Lane. The young people in the center are 
Terri’s grandchildren, Ellie and Parker Flock, who live in 
Bozeman; her grandson was brave enough to dress up 
and compete in the annual Mr. Relay contest, in which 
all the contestants compete in feminine attire.
    Their booth was decorated with the club’s flamingo 
flock. As a fundraiser, club members get paid to go out 
under cover of night and plant a flock on someone’s 
lawn for a 24 hour stay.

GFWC Madison Valley is always actively promoting 
their Nearly New establishment. They’re pictured 
below in a summer parade, promoting their wares 
and keeping the club in the limelight.
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          Vintage Attic, located at The Nearly New Shoppe, 
Ennis, Montana, operated by the Madison Valley 
Woman’s Club, has a collection of period clothing with 
emphasis on the history of the Madison Valley and the 
State of Montana. In addition, there are era pieces 
from the 1920s through the 1980s which can be rented 
for parties, plays, Halloween and social events for a 
nominal fee. The fee is used to clean pieces to keep 
them in top shape for the community’s and others’ 
use.
          The Vintage Attic is a treasure chest of historic 
clothing from the Madison Valley. Many of the 
ensembles represent women who have been involved 
in establishing the Madison Valley Woman’s Club. 
The many “golden age” outfits are used in the annual 
parade at the Ennis 4th of July celebration, one of the 
largest and oldest in Montana.
             Over the years many have helped to maintain 
this important archive. In October 2013, some 
volunteers came together to perpetuate and maintain 
this wonderful collection. We are proud to honor their 
commitment and work and look forward to many 
more volunteers and years when the Madison Valley 
Woman’s Club can continue this tribute to our strong 
and resourceful women.

Nearly New & Sisters
  When GFWC Madison Valley Woman’s Club member 
and volunteer Judy Miller’s sister, Merilynn Boekweg, 
was recently touring Ireland she made a discovery 
in the village of Sneem. Because she had visited the 
Nearly New Shoppe in Ennis, operated by the GFWC 
Madison Valley Woman’s Club, she sat down & had her 
picture taken at this very cute shop & sent it to Judy 
with the caption “Been there, Done that”. Not to be 
“out done” Judy had her picture taken at the Nearly 
New Shoppe in Ennis. “International Sister Shops” and 
“International Sisters”.

Madison Valley’s Vintage Vantage

        It’s not what you gather but what you scatter 
that makes a difference. So, if someone calls

   you scattered, say “Thank you!”
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 GFWC LEADS APPLICATION FORM

Name ___________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________

Phone ________________________________ Email _________________________________

Club _________________________________ District_________________________________

 Above information should be concealed during judging process

List all local club offices and/or chairmanships held* ______________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

List all district offices and/or chairmanships held* ________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

List GFWC club/district programs/projects in which involved* ______________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

List positions at district/state/national level in which you are interested* ______________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

Are you willing to:
 Defray costs to attend GFWC LEADS not covered by GFWC or state?     Yes_____No_____
 Return to the state and share what you have learned at LEADS?             Yes_____No_____

*If more space is needed, please complete answers on reverse side of this form.

Return copy of this form and 2 letters of support from an active GFWC club member to:

GFWC of Montana President
Nancy Hanford, Box 1293, Fort Benton, MT 59442              4849nan@mtintouch.net

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION TO GFWC OF MONTANA
January 15th of each year



Making Strong Leaders Even Stronger -
The GFWC LEADS Program
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   The GFWC LEADS program is intended to identify 
GFWC members at the grassroots level who have 
the potential and the desire to assume leadership 
positions in GFWC beyond their club. Participation 
in GFWC LEADS can help these members gain the 
capabilities, confidence and commitment necessary 
to pursue and achieve higher office and serve with 
distinction. 
   One applicant is chosen each year from each state 
to attend LEADS training. The LEADS training is held in 
conjunction with the GFWC Annual Convention.
If you or someone you know: 
      • Demonstrates leadership capabilities at the club
   level
     • Exhibits a commitment to GFWC
     • Exhibits an understanding of the GFWC mission
     • Demonstrates leadership skills, including, but 
 not limited to, organization, responsibility,
 trustworthiness, enthusiasm, and flexibility
     • Exhibits an interest in and willingness to pursue 
 higher leadership positions in GFWC
     • Agrees to share the information gained from 
 participation in LEADS with others
     • Understands and accepts potential expenses 
 involved in participation

     • Has not held elected positions at or beyond the 
 state level
     • Has not attended a previous LEADS session  
 (members may attend only once) 

then, you need to think about filling out the LEADS 
Application Form.
    The next LEADS training is June 20, 2014 in 
Chandler, AZ. Applications need to be turned in by 
January 15, 2014 to GFWC of Montana President 
Nancy Hanford. 
     GFWC will cover a portion of the attendees’ 
expenses, including: 
     • Round-trip travel to and from the GFWC 
 Convention city up to $350
     • One-half of room charge for two nights at official 
 Convention hotel
     • Breakfast and lunch during the LEADS program
     • $10 Gift Certificate for the GFWC Annual 
 Convention Marketplace. 
GFWC of Montana also provides a scholarship of $500 
to help defray expenses.

The Application form for LEADS will be found on 
page 10. Who will your club nominate?

Recipe for New Leadership
courtesy of Western Region President Kathy Janssen

   It seems like some people are just born leaders. They are leading their friends and siblings around when they 
are barely five years old. And then there are others who must be dragged kicking and screaming (or gently 
nudged) into leadership positions. They seem to have an allergy to leadership. Unfortunately all too often we 
just ignore Leadership Allergies and try to find someone else. It’s time we solve our club’s Leadership Allergies 
by cooking up alternative menus. So here’s a recipe to try:

Ingredients
One new untried member
One trusted Chairman

Method
1. Ask someone new to help - don’t put the same people on your committee time after time.
2. Give them guidelines, in writing if possible.
3. Be Flexible, there are probably many different ways to do a job successfully.
4. Offer support, not criticism  - even if it’s on the tip of your tongue.
5. Shower them with praise for their success.
12 Bake until a new leader emerges. 
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Dates to Remember
December 1  Fall “Lace Up Your Shoes” membership report due
    to GFWC Headquarters and to Joyce Rogers
January 15   LEADS applications due to GFWC of Montana President Nancy Hanford

February 5    Reports are due to Joyce Hooper, Dean of Departments & 
    GFWC of Montana President Nancy Hanford
    (Do not send copies to GFWC Headquarters) 

February 28  GFWC Writing Contest entries due to Mary Lou Hermes, Box 133, Paradise, MT 59856

March 1    Winter “Dig Out Your Boots” membership report due to 
    GFWC Headquarters and to Joyce Rogers
     Community Improvement Contest entry is due to Diane Colpo. 
   This project covers the period January 1, 2012 to December 31, 2013.
March 15 Entries due for Website, Media Campaign & Newsletter Contests 

   (see GFWC Club Manual) 


