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Dear friends,

   Where has June gone? I sit writing this on the day after 
the summer solstice, with today being shorter than my 
day yesterday and the nights beginning to grow longer 
again. In the meantime, the warmest days of summer 
are just arriving, even as the sun begins to spend ever 
less time in the sky. The seasons change, days go by, 
but we still find the time as volunteers to work for the 
betterment of our communities. In 2012, with 17 of 28 

clubs reporting, we had 429 club projects with a total of 32575 volunteer 
hours, we donated $116,372 and gave $101,431 of in-kind donations, and our 
clubs raised a grand total of $243,502! 
     I was privileged to attend all three of our state’s District Conferences in April 
and May. In this issue you will find articles telling about all the fun we had, with 
some business thrown in, but more importantly, it was friends visiting with 
friends. I also attended meetings in Ennis and Deer Lodge, where I was warmly 
welcomed…let me know if you want me to make a road trip to your town. I 
am busy packing for the International Convention in Hollywood, Florida next 
week…those of us attending are looking forward to being on the Atlantic coast, 
greeting old and new friends, and soaking up not only the beach atmosphere, 
but inspiration and knowledge we can share with you.
     The next upcoming meeting is the Western States Region Conference 
in Portland, OR on Sept 5-7, 2013. This is nearer to us than many WSR 
meetings, so think about taking a road trip with club friends, taking in some 
spectacular tours and a great meeting. Meeting info was sent in May to all 
club presidents.
     In this issue is also the Call to the GFWC of Montana Board of Director’s 
Meeting to be held in Bozeman on Sept. 27-28, 2013 at the GranTree Inn in 
Bozeman. The registration form is also printed…check out the deadlines…we 
hope that you will join us to learn more about our great GFWC of Montana. 
We have many fun and exciting workshops and presentations planned…
hopefully we can build on the energy we all experienced last September. Find 
the tentative agenda, invite a club member who has not attended one of our 
fall meetings to join you (everyone is welcome) and come ready to “Reflect on 
the Present.”
     Our guests at the Fall Meeting will be Kathy Janssen, GFWC Western States 
Region president, who is coming all the way from Anchorage, AK to join us…
she will give a workshop and be our speaker at our Saturday evening banquet; 
and Elizabeth Watry of Bozeman will be our speaker on Friday, as she shares 
with us about her book Women in Wonderland – we will hear about the impact 
women in Yellowstone Park have made.
     One of the phrases repeatedly heard at the district conferences was “Just 
look on the website!” Penny Cope has done an amazing job putting all the 
information online…the Call to the Fall Meeting and the Registration form 
will both be online for your convenience, as will a PDF file of this (and past) 
Montana Woman issues. Please explore the website, let us know what else 
you would like to see, and use it as an important resource and tool for all 
your club activities. You will find “dates, deadlines and damsels” (photos of 
clubwomen at work and at play).

Looking forward to seeing you this fall,

  Nancy



 

 

Official call to the 
GFWC of MONTANA 2013 FALL MEETING 

 
Best Western GranTree Inn ~ Bozeman, Montana 

September 27 & 28, 2013 
 

 

 
To All Club Members: 

EVERY CLUB MEMBER is encouraged to join us for an exciting, fun-filled and informative weekend.  Though 
some Board of Director’s business will be conducted, this is much more than just a business meeting! We will 
have GFWC Western States Region President Kathy Janssen as our guest – she will present a workshop on 
Friday and inspire us at the Saturday evening banquet.  We will have membership and reporting workshops; a 
presentation by our 2013 LEADS graduate, Penny Cope; a book discussion with Elizabeth Watry, author of 
Women in Wonderland; information on the 2012-2014 President’s Special Project, raising funds for the 
Montana Talking Book Library; learn all about “Robert”; you have the chance to wear lots of BLING on 
Friday evening; and we will celebrate many accomplishments. Visit with clubwomen/friends from all over the 
state, get updated on programs and projects, and explore Communications and Public Relations in our 
electronic age, all while “Reflecting on the Present.” 
 
 Hotel Reservations deadline: August 26, 2013 (no guarantee of room or block price after this date) 
 Best Western GranTree Inn Reservations:  800-624-5865             

Reservation Code: 805732 or mention General Federation of Women’s Clubs 
Cost: Double Queen – $113 + taxes 
 
***Note: There is no elevator in hotel – if you are in need of a first-floor room, make this request 
when speaking to the front desk staff when making your reservation. 

 
  

???  Are You a Member of the GFWC of Montana Board of Directors  ??? 
 

GFWC of Montana Bylaws: 
 

ARTICLE VI – BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Section 6.2 Composition, The Board of Directors shall consist of: 
A. Elected Personnel: GFWC MT Officers, District Presidents, Club Presidents, Past State Presidents, Past State Directors of Junior Clubs and Honorary 
Vice-Presidents.  
B. Appointed Personnel: Chairmen of Community Service Programs, Chairmen and committee members of Special Projects, Special Assignments and 
Standing Committees, Parliamentary Advisor, Corresponding Secretary, Chairman of Budget & Finance Committee, and The Montana Woman staff. 
Section 6.4  Duties.  The Board of Directors shall: 
A. Transact business of GFWC MT between biennial conventions.   
B. Delegate to the Executive Committee such power as it deems necessary, provided that such power does not entail expenditure of more than what is 
within the limits of the budget and policy of GFWC MT.   
C. Adopt the budget and decide upon investments of funds recommended by the Budget and Finance Committee.   
D. Adopt standing rules.  Such rules may be adopted by a majority vote at any meeting without previous notice, may be suspended by a majority vote, 
amended or rescinded by a two-thirds (2/3) vote.   
E. Authorize contracts when necessary for the business of GFWC MT 
 

GFWC of Montana: Standing Rules 
 
8. Members of the Board of Directors may be reimbursed traveling expenses for attending GFWC MT Board of Directors meetings. Her claim for 
transportation shall be based on actual rate of 25 cents per mile one way. If she gives transportation to other members of the Board of Directors, also 
eligible for traveling expenses, her bill for transportation shall be construed as covering the traveling expenses of all her passengers. 

3



Tentative Agenda 
for the GFWC of Montana 2013 Fall Meeting 

 
 
 
Friday, September 27, 2013 

 
9 am ~ Executive Committee Pre-Board Meeting 
 
9 am to 1 pm ~ Registration 
 
1 pm ~ Official Opening 

1 pm to 5pm – General Session 
 Workshop presented by Kathy Janssen, WSR President 
 President’s Special Project Fundraising  
 Communications & Public Relations – Critical to Our Clubs’ Survival  

Workshop presented by Gayle Carter, Communications & PR Chairman 
 District Meetings 

 
6:30 pm ~ Dinner | Book Discussion with Elizabeth Watry – Women in Wonderland 
 
After dinner – District Gatherings 

 
 
 
Saturday, September 28, 2013 

 
8 am ~ Inspirational Breakfast 
 
9:30 to 11:45 – General Session 

 LEADS Workshop – Penny Cope 
 Reporting Workshop – Joyce Hooper, GFWC of Montana 1st Vice-president 

and Dean of Chairmen 
 International Convention Report and Awards  

 
Noon Luncheon ~ “Celebrating Accomplishments”  
   Jennie Award Honorees & Membership Certificates 
 
1:45 to 5 ~ General Session 

 Membership Workshop – Joyce Rogers, GFWC of Montana President-elect 
and Membership Chairman 

 We are in the Electronic Age – Tips, Ideas and Roadmaps  
 Getting to know “Robert” 

 
6:30 pm ~ Dinner – Kathy Janssen, GFWC Western States Region President, keynote 
speaker 
 
Adjournment 
 

 
 

Sunday, September 29, 2013 
8 am – Executive Committee Post-Board Meeting 
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GFWC of Montana 2013 Fall Meeting Registration 
 

September 27 & 28, 2013 
 
 

 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address/Phone Number(s): ___________________________________________________________________ 
 
GFWC of Montana Position(s): ________________________________________________________________ 
              State, District and/or Club 

Club Name: ____________________________________ District:          Western            Central              Eastern 
 

Please note any dietary considerations: _________________________________________________________ 

 

Registration Fee:         $30 _____$30_________ 
 
Friday, September 27 
 
Dinner: “Jewels in our Midst – Past & Present”    (After Five Attire – Bling is the Thing!) 
   Champagne Chicken, Vegetable, Wild Rice, Salad, Coffee    $30 _______________ 
 
Saturday, September 28 
 
Inspirational Breakfast  
   Scrambled Eggs, Country Potatoes, a Biscuit, Bacon & Coffee     $15 _______________ 
 
Luncheon: “Celebrating Accomplishments”       
   Italian Turkey and Bacon Wrap, Pasta Salad, Freshly Brewed Iced Tea    $19 _______________ 
 
Dinner: “The West is Best – WSR, that is…” (After Five/Formal Attire) 
   Herb Roasted Pork Loin, Vegetable, Thyme Roasted Baby Red Potatoes, Salad, Coffee, Cookies     $31 _______________ 
 
 
     All prices include gratuities    TOTAL _______________ 
        

 
Registration Deadline: postmarked by September 13, 2013 

 
NO REFUNDS will be given after September 20, 2013 
 
Make checks payable to: GFWC of Montana 

 
 

Mail Registration form and check to:  
 

FLORENCE DIEDE 
535 Johnson Lane 
Billings, MT  59101 

 
 

 
If you have questions:    Call: 406-245-4998    OR    Email:  fdiede@bresnan.net 
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Special Guest for the 2013 Fall Meeting: KATHY JANSSEN
2012-2014 WSR  President

    Kathy was born and raised in Kalispell, Montana, and as an adult moved to Seattle, 
Washington, where she met George Janssen, her husband of 51 years.  They moved to 
Alaska in 1962, and have owned Janssen Contracting Company since 1962. They have two 
sons, the oldest George Jr. (John) is married to Marla, and they are the parents of Kathy’s 
only grandchild, 18 year old Dorie, and younger son, Rick.  In “2001” Kathy was one of the 
winners of the Alaskan “First Ladies Volunteer Award”, an honor awarded to outstanding 
volunteers by Alaska’s First Lady.
     Kathy joined the GFWC Anchorage Woman’s Club in 1980.  In 1990-1992 she served 
as Club President.  In 1996-1998 she served as GFWC of Alaska’s State President.  Her 
President’s Special project was the recording of the oral histories of Alaska’s First Ladies.  
1998- 2000 she was instigator and Chairman of the First Ladies of Alaska Traveling 
Inaugural Ball Gown Exhibit. Both projects won national recognition. 
     President Janssen has served Western States Region every year since 1998.  
In 1998-2000 Financial Review Committee, then Fundraising Chairman, Corresponding Secretary, Protocol Chairman, 
Treasurer, Secretary and Vice President.
     As of June 2013 she will have served 17 years on the GFWC Board of Directors, first in 96-98 as State President, then 
as GFWC Elections Chairman, the GFWC Credentials Committee, GFWC Leadership Committee, GFWC Membership 
Committee, GFWC Fundraising Committee, the GFWC Women’s History & Resource Committee, and on the International 
Affiliates Committee.
     Kathy is a member of:  Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, Daughters of the American Revolution, Pioneers of Alaska, GFWC 
of Nome, and the Past Alaska State President’s Club.   
     Hobbies: Boating, Genealogy (has researched several branches of her family tree back to the 1700’s when they first 
came to America.)  Kathy rode her exercise bicycle 10 miles per day 5 days a week for 20 years, and now the past 16 
years has been riding 20 miles per day. 
     Kathy has a very strong commitment to GFWC and is honored to serve as the 2012-2014 WSR President.  
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     Elizabeth “Betsy” Watry is a researcher, author, speaker, 
and independent scholar specializing in nineteenth and 
early-twentieth century cultural history of the American 
West. Her primary research interests are in tourism and 
women’s history.  
     She holds an M.A. in History from Montana State 
University and is the co-author of Arcadia Publishing’s 
Images of America: Yellowstone National Park (2008); 
Arcadia Images of America: Livingston (MT) (2009); and 
Ho! For Wonderland: Travelers’ Accounts of Yellowstone, 
1872-1914 (2009) published by the University of New 
Mexico. 
     Her newest book releases in 2012 are Women in 
Wonderland: Lives, Legends, 
and Legacies of Yellowstone 
National Park published by 
Riverbend Press and Images 
of America: Fort Yellowstone 
published by Arcadia 
Publishing.
      In addition to being an 
accomplished historian and 
author, Elizabeth is a museum 
professional who has worked in 
a variety of positions that range 
from registration and condition 
reporting to exhibit installation 
at the Heritage and Research Center in Yellowstone 
National Park, Buffalo Bill Historical Center in Cody, 
Wyoming, Charlie Russell Museum in Great Falls, Montana, 
and others. She is currently the Assistant Curator of History 
at the Museum of the Rockies in Bozeman, Montana.   

Like much of 
America’s history, 
Yellowstone’s 
historical narrative 
contains numerous 
stories of the 
adventures, heroics, 
and contributions 
of men, while the 
contributions of 
women have become 

invisible and largely forgotten. In fact, their contributions 
to Yellowstone were many.  In her book Women in 
Wonderland: Lives, Legends, and Legacies, author Elizabeth 
Watry has profiled fourteen remarkable women whose 
contributions to and experiences in Yellowstone figured 
significantly in the development of the park.  Ranging from 
park rangers developing nature trails and sealing guns to 
scientists researching bison and plants to concessioners 
supplying visitors with comfortable lodging and curios, 
these spirited, ambitious, and independent women have 
long gone uncelebrated. Her lecture will explore several of 
the enterprising lives of these noteworthy women as well 
as a few “behind the book” research experiences.   

Book Review Booked for the Fall Board Meeting!

Christie Briggs, Adina Fox, Nancy Hanford, Joyce 
DeCunzo and Linda Netschert pose for the camera at 
the Montana Talking Book Library Open House event. 

President’s Special Project is 
Booking Along! From: Briggs, Christie

Sent: Tuesday, March 26, 2013 4:22 PM
Subject: Thank you!
 
Dear Nancy, Adina & Joyce (from the General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs-Montana), and Linda Netschert (owner of 
Far country Press),
 
Thank you all for coming to the Montana Talking Book 
Library’s Open House event on March 20th! We enjoyed 
having you here and hope you had a wonderful time 
meeting authors, my great staff (Diane, Martin, Erin, Sandy, 
and Carolyn), sponsors (Montana Association for the 
Blind), and taking tours and benefiting from Park Avenue 
Bakery’s great catering!
 
In addition, thank you for your generous support of the 
Montana Talking Book Library’s digital recording program!



The Western District embraced the theme “Inspiring Clubs to Blossom” by individual clubs 
blossoming in GFWC this coming year.
 
Our hosting club, GFWC Bitterroot Woman’s Club, set up an 
enjoyable day for us in Stevensville. Our day started with the 
Presentation of Colors by Stevensville Brownie Troop 3699. These 
little girls will be our future Woman’s Club members. 
 
What a fun day we had!  Deer Lodge Woman’s Club provided 
us with a “Fashion Show” from their ever popular New to You 
boutique and had three grandchildren modeling. Nancy Hanford, 

our State President, presented a State President’s message. Adina Fox brought us up to 
date on the State President’s Special Project. Joyce Rogers, State President-elect, gave 
us a message on Membership.  The clubs in the District gave presentations about their 
accomplishments for the  past year.  We also had a great time with our blooming plant sale 
conducted by Roberta Burruss. We met our goal of fun, fellowship and charity.
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Conventional Wisdom

Joyce Martin, Betty Stiehl, Anne Findlay, Bette Browning, all of 
Deer Lodge, modeling costumes from their New To You project. 
Above right, Bette Browning’s great granddaughter models her 
New to You outfit.

Above: Roberta Burruss, Bitterroot 
club, gives a report.
Left: Linda Sinerius of the Bitterroot 
club and Helen Symington of Ronan 
enjoy a moment together

The Americal Flag is a flag we respect 
and honor and care about
Without a doubt.
So go out and about.
Red, White and Blue makes us say WooHoo!

Members of a 
Bitterroot Valley 
Brownie Troup not 
only presented the 
colors for the Western 
District ladies, they 
had also written an 
illustrated poem for 
the occasion.



    Thirty-eight  GFWC of Montana members attended the 
Eastern District convention that was held in Laurel, April 
6, 2013 with the theme, “Reflections of the Past”.  Many 
wore vintage clothing and hats.  Members and guests were 
encouraged to bring handmade items to be sold to promote 
the president’s special project, The Montana Talking Book 
Library.  $518.00 was raised for this project.  Members also 
brought art and photography with winners chosen by popular 
vote.  
     The 2013 Eastern District scholarship winner was 
announced.   She is Abigail Banister from Miles City, a non-
traditional student who is working on a degree in nursing. A 
style show, featuring vintage clothing, was presented during 
the noon luncheon with members from our own clubs acting 

as models.  

Cathy Henry, Big Timber, wore a 
Native American outfit, complete 
with a feather headdress, and 
honored the group with an Indian 
blessing. 

Eastern District Convention

Style show coordinator adjusts Diane Colpo’s attire.

Above: Judy Senteney and Luzell Russell
Below: Kathy Broyles and Karen Durfey

Cheryl Martin 
shows what lies 
under those 
long dresses 

Adina Fox shows a Talking Book player

Grayce Sivigny of Big Timber makes a report

9
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Central District Convention Highlights
May 4, 2013, Ennis

The convention 
was attended by 
27 members.  We 
were pleased that six 
GFWC of Montana 
Executive Board 
members joined us, 
along with the Eastern 
District President 
and a member of the 
Big Timber Woman’s 
Club.  Three Central 
District clubs were represented:  GFWC Fort Benton 
Woman’s Club, GFWC Helena Woman’s Club and the 
GFWC Madison Valley Woman’s Club.  

Those that were able to come on Friday afternoon 
came to the Nearly New Shoppe for after-hours hors 
d’oeuvres, a tour of the Nearly New Shoppe and its 
Vintage Attic and, of course, shopping … thank you, 
ladies, for $90.00 of purchases.

The meeting featured a visit by GFWC founder “Jenny 
June Croly,” a keyboardist who started lunch off with 
America the Beautiful and continued 
to play throughout, and a Home Life 
program on “Remedies for Aging” 
presented by our very own Nurse Nancy 
and Dr. Wilma Welby.  

There was no shortage of breakfast and 
lunch food or snacks.  There was a Silent 
Auction with the theme Sew Beautiful, 
which raised $175.00 for the Central 
District coffers.  

Nancy Hanford provided an informative update 
on GFWC of Montana club affairs.  Adina Fox gave 
a presentation on the President’s Special Project, 
the Montana Talking Book Library, as well as sold 
all of the quilt raffle tickets she brought.  The 50-50 
challenge raised $161.00 and was won by Nancy, 
who donated the entire amount back to the MTBL 
project.

Our business meeting included the 
review of changes to the By-Laws led 
by Joyce DeCunzo – the majority were 
approved.  Awards were presented by 
Mary Lou Hermes to district members.  
The club Presidents gave excellent 
reports on their activities and we 
had a report on the Central District 
Convention.  

I would just like to strongly encourage 
other Central District Clubs to make 
every effort to have representation 
at these conventions.  We need 
your input. It is informative and an 
enjoyable time as well.

 Lynn Foreman,
Central District President

Above: Nurse Nancy and Dr. Welby, aka 
Kitty Eneboe and Toni Scully
Left: Vurnie Kaye Barnett and Phyllis 
Worrall help themselves to the ample 
luncheon buffet. 

Joyce Rogers, Mary 
Lou Hermes and Barb 
Bromley model hats 
in the Vintage Attic

Shoppers at the Nearly New



Here is an acrostic that GFWC Madison Valley Woman’s Club member, Jan Beekman, wrote during President Nancy’s 
speech at Central District on May 4, 2013. The note she wrote said, “It was so good to have you here in Ennis. 

Thank you, Nancy, for sharing your story and your vision with us. Thank you, Nancy, for choosing “Talking Books” and 
for sharing with us why you are passionate about this “vision.” Thank you for encouraging us to choose our vision and 
to support the VISION you’ve selected!” The following acrostic was the “notes” of what she heard while Nancy was 
speaking. 

  TIME  STORIES  VISION
 
  Take time to keep
  Inspiring
  Memories,
  Entertaining
 
  Stories, and
  Things
  Of value for the
  Richness of your
  Innumerable heirs.
  Every one of us
  Sees the world,
 
    Views what we see
    In unique
    Shapes and colors.
    In ways no
    One else sees, you do.
    Name your vision.
                        Bless it!
                         Bless you! 11

Speech at Central District Inspires Poetry

Tee Hee
(From President Nancy, in February, 2013:
I just got a phone call from a postal employee in 
North Dakota!!!  He found the missing check from 
2008 that was supposed to have been turned into 
the Ronan PO for a mailing permit... talk about a 
long, circuitous route!!!  He is sending it to me, and I 
will get it to Joyce D to attach to the correct voucher 
sometime this spring or summer...

Did you remember 
that dues are now 
due July 1, in order 
for our bookkeeping 
system to operate 
more efficiently? If 
you haven’t sent them 
in yet, Treasurer Joyce 
DeCunzo will be glad 
to accept them!

The Book Beat 
Goes on!
GFWC Madison Valley 
President Toni Scully 
presents GFWC of 
Montana President 
Nancy Hanford with a 
generous check for the 
Talking Book project, 
following a club 
meeting where Nancy 
was the guest speaker. 

Win a Free Registration at a State Meeting!!
Be on the lookout for a hand stamped clock design in your issue of the Montana Woman magazine. 
. . If you can tell Nancy the page number and what time it is on the clock face, you could have your 
registration fee paid at a state meeting of  your choice during this administration. If you choose not to  
use it for yourself, it can be transferred to any member who will be a “first-time” attendee at a state 
meeting.

Laughter Is An Instant Vacation
(excerpt from WalkTheTalk.com)  

“I went to a bookstore and asked the saleswoman, 
‘Where’s the self-help section?’ She said if she told me, it 
would defeat the purpose.”
~George Carlin

“The odds of going to the store for a loaf of bread and 
coming out with only a loaf of bread are three billion to 
one.”
~Erma Bombeck

“I always wanted to be somebody, but now I realize I 
should have been more specific.”
~Lily Tomlin
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Fun in the 
Florida Sun 
 
 
 
 
  
                Workshops and Awards 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dynamic Speakers 

Author Hank Phillippi Ryan 

Club women participated in the Red Dress style show during the Heart of GFWC Banquet 

A fan boat ride in the Everglades 

  Nancy Hanford and Joyce Rogers 
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GFWC of Montana Awards 
 

Outstanding Achievement in Fundraising and Development 
Outstanding Achievement in Communications and Public Relations 

Outstanding Achievement in Newsletter Contest 
 

Billings Junior Woman’s Club – Outstanding Achievement for Communications and Public Relations 
 

Youth Poetry Writing Contest – Logan Ball – 1st place, Grade 6-8 
 sponsored by GFWC Fort Benton Woman’s Club 

 
 
   
 
  
 
   

Nancy and Adina Fox, GFWC of MT 
Fundraising & Development Chairman 

Joyce Rogers, GFWC of 
Montana President-elect 

Closing style show promoting 
women's heart health 

Penny Cope, 2013 
LEADS Graduate 

Adina Fox, Judy Senteney, Joyce Rogers and Nancy Hanford 

View from the Westin Diplomat Hotel, Hollywood, Florida 

Mary Ellen Laister, GFWC International President 
and convention speaker Rory Kennedy  

Penny Cope and Adina Fox 
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It was an honor to attend the Leadership Education and 
Development Seminar (LEADS) as Montana’s representative.
Getting there was half the adventure.  The week before my 
departure was a flurry of preparation.  I wanted to bring the 
right clothes to wear and bring the right gift to give to my 
classmates and leave everything in order at home and work.  
Traveling to Florida was fun, especially after bumping into 
GFWC of Montana President, Nancy Hanford and Montana’s 
Budget and Finance Chairman, Adina Fox in Minneapolis.  We 
completed the trip to sunny Hollywood, Florida together.  
Unbeknownst to the unsuspecting Nancy and Adina, I would 
later coerce them into helping me assemble my gift packages.
There is a tradition, when attending LEADS, of bringing a gift 
for each attendee that shows pride in your home state.  I ran 

through several ideas before settling on a hand-made luggage 
tag. It was similar to a tag made by my fellow club mate, GFWC 
of Montana Treasurer, Joyce DeCunzo.  My tag was colorful 
and had an embroidered GFWC logo on one side.  The other 
side held my business card in a pocket that can be used for 
a name label.  With the luggage tag I included a Montana 
promotional sticker, a handful of huckleberry taffies, the 
recipe for homemade laundry soap and a letter explaining 
the significance of each item.  I shared the story of the GFWC 
Helena Woman’s Club’s commitment to the Placer Pantry and 
how important it is for us to continue our work of providing 
basic toiletries to those in need.  The money saved by making 

our laundry soap is used to purchase additional supplies.  
I challenged each LEADS attendee to find a way to help 
someone in their community with homemade laundry 
soap and we have agreed to share our stories in the future. 
From the first moment of entering the LEADS classroom, I 
knew I was surrounded by women just like me:  committed 
to GFWC, committed to helping others and committed 
to personal growth.  Forty-five of us spent an entire day 
together learning about Leadership, Membership and 
Public Relations.  We heard informative presentations on 
conflict resolution, communication skills, team-building, 
commitment and integrity.  We learned more about each 
other as we shared experiences and worked through 
problem-solving exercises together.
The day flew by.  I knew, as we concluded the day’s agenda that I was now part of this group and they were part of 
me.  We may not see each other often, but we will stay in touch and continue to develop our friendships through the 
upcoming years.  I shared a real feeling of satisfaction with these women for what we had accomplished and a hopeful 
vision of what we each will accomplish in our home states.  We are diverse and separate, yet we are truly united by our 
commitment to the GFWC mission.
I want to thank GFWC of Montana for supporting me in this endeavor and I want to encourage others to consider 
attending LEADS in the future.  You will not regret it.

Penny Cope
GFWC Helena Woman’s Club

LEADS Graduate Penny Cope Reports Back
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       Montana Secretary of State Linda McCulloch, pictured 
above with a delighted club president Joyce Martin, and 
her assistent, Katrina Schweitzer, motored from Helena to 
Deer Lodge on March 11, 2013 to present the Deer Lodge 
Woman’s Club with a certificate of 100 years in business. 
The award was presented to the club at their March 11 
general Club meeting. 
    The club registered with the Secretary of State on March 
3, 1913. There are only two clubs with such a history in the 
USA.
    The Centennial project was founded in 2010 by Mrs. 
McCulloch. It was established to commemerate the 
anniversary of places of business that first registsered in 
Montana one hundred years prior.
    Deer Lodge Woman’s Club celebrated the 100 year old 
mark of our building in 2010. The Deer Lodge Woman’s Club 
building is only one of two club houses in the USA, the other 
being in Georgia. The club established in 1890.

Deer Lodge Scores Centennial Award

Eastern District Scholarship Winner Announced

Abigail Banister from Miles City, MT is the 2013 GFWC of MT Eastern District Scholarship Winner.

Abigail is married and has four daughters. She is currently working on her degree in nursing and plans to be finished 
in 2014. Her two eldest daughters will be graduating from the MCC Nursing Program in May. Mom says they have 
encouraged, inspired, and tutored her.

Abigail is a non-traditional student beginning college 20 years behind most of her classmates. She began work with the 
elderly as a CNA at Holy Rosary Healthcare and currently works as a CNA at the clinic. She manages the household, helps 
her husband with his business, works, and maintains a 3.5 GPA.

Sun
 

The sun peeks up
From the endless Earth

Early in the morning
It sees the land

Frozen from night
And pokes its rays

From forest to desert
While working its way up

Through the sky
Then realizes the moon

Has come to say
It’s time to go

To the far side of the Earth
And save the land

From the clutches of
The dark cold night.

Fort Benton Poet Wins National Award

Poet Logan Ball poses with his National winner certificate 
between GFWC of Montana President Nancy Hanford and Patty 
Paulsen, GFWC Fort Benton Woman’s Club Writing Contest 
Chairman. Photo by Fort Benton River Press publisher Tim 
Burmeister. The winning poem appears below.

And the Winners Are . . . .
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Winners
 State Short Story/Poetry Contest.

Stories
Category 1
 1 - The Lost Football, 
  by Chance Pelican, Bridger 
 2 - In the Snow, 
  by Cody Evans, Fort Benton 
Category 2
 1 - Mystery of the missing Homework 
  by Sarah Pease, Fort Benton
 2 - The Great Runaway, 
  by Mariah Barnes, Hysham 
Category 3
 1 - Main Character Council, 
  by Willow Peterson, Bridger
 2 - Boundary,
  by Rachel Huenink, Plains 
Category 4
 1 - Days With Grandma,
   by Tatia Hollowell, Hysham
 2 - A Mountain Crumbles, 
  by Paige Gannon, Fort Benton
Adult 1 - The Sleeping Giant, 
  by Muncie Morger, Fort Benton

Poems
Category 1
 1 - Personal Poem, by Daniel Hopf, Hysham
Category 2
 1 - If I Were, by Eli Brugman, Fort Benton
Category 3
 1 - Sun, by Logan Ball, Fort Benton
Category 4
 1.  - Tin Man, by Rachel Ibarra, Plains

 If I Were
Eli Brugman

If I were an ornament,
I would enjoy being out of my box.

I would sparkle.
I would guard the presents.

I would watch for Santa,
I would shine.

And finally, ater Christmas
I would be packed away until next year.

Personal Poem
Daniel Hopf

Daniel
Brother, Crazy, Smart

Child of . . .
Chuk and Crystal

Lover of . . .
Playing with my microscope

Who feels . . .
Smart when I am in school.

Who needs. . .
A way to fix my alarm clock

Who gives . . 
Feed to my pig

Who fears
A weird raccoon

Who would like to see . . 
The place in the future

Hopf

Tin Man
Rachel Ibarra

The metal man stands stiff and cold,
rusty steel born from gold.
A red affliction ebbs within,
trapped beneath the hammered skin.

Friction wears away the shine
as I watch them flock across the line
and scour his wrought iron gate;
I fear the blacksmith comes too late.

Hammered into the thinnest wire
One single spark will light the fire.
A conductor of acidic life,
the cobalt glows under his knife.

His element is strange to man - 
the edges slice uncalloused hands.
Oxidized in ruby rain,
I hear the thoughts that flood his 
veins.

An alloy of corroded lead
But tarnished gold is wshat he bled.
Soft, I touch the foiled skin
to triy and move the man of tin.

Winning Ways with Words



17

What did 21 GFWC club members 
create with more than 100 gently used 
pillowcases?

GFWC Billings Junior Woman’s Club found the perfect 
use for gingham, ruffled and plain pillowcases.  
Members made beautiful little summer pillowcase 
dresses for 5-10 year old girls.  Each pillowcase was 
cut, pressed and adorned with pockets and extras 
putting to super use buttons, bits and pieces of lace, 
rickrack, and ribbon.

The dresses were donated to four local elementary 
schools.  Each girl received a bag containing a dress, 
matching tee shirt, underwear, and a “girl” toy from an 
assortment of McDonald Kids Meal toys received by our 
club earlier in the year.

The school principals were thrilled with the gifts for 
their needy little girls. At one school, twenty girls were 
brought to the office and each given a special bag by the 
principal.  The girls were given a parent letter explaining 
the gift.  They tucked the dress bag into their backpacks 
and agreed to all wear them the next day.  What fun!

Members participated in this activity by cutting, pressing, sewing, sorting, and bagging the transformed pillowcases.  
Twenty-one members donated about 150 hours for this Advocates for Children 2013 project.

Left: Mary Huffmaster, Heidi Funk,back 
Right: Ellen Smith, front and Robin Pittsley, back. 

Plains Woman’s Club Completes Landscaping Project

Plains Woman’s Club has long been responsible for the upkeep 
of two small pieces of lawn in Plains, one surrounding an old log 
schoolhouse and one which welcomes people entering Plains from 
the east. Two years ago the club received a grant from the state which 
enabled them to completely re-landscape the two spots, and to add 

welcoming signs to the eastern “triangle,” pictured above. 
At right, committee chairs Debbie Heckman and Michele 
Furry pose by a closeup of the map of Plains, designed 
and executed by the school’s art class. Next to it is a short 
history of Plains, composed by the high school history class.  



 GFWC of Montana Scholarship Awarded
 
     Lena Sleight of Miles City has been awarded the 2013 GFWC of Montana 
Scholarship. She was chosen from a field of applicants, and we are excited that 
she has been awarded this scholarship. She will enter her sophomore year at 
Miles Community College this fall. She has chosen to live at home during her first 
two years, also working two jobs while going to school, trying to avoid as much 
debt as possible. She has achieved an overall GPA of 3.79, takes part in school 
and church activities, and has acted in two productions of the Miles City Barn 
Players theater group.
    
  At Miles Community College she will obtain an Associate of Arts degree and 
then will work toward a bachelor’s degree in English at a four-year university. She 
hopes to pursue a career in writing, and knowing that this is a very competitive 
field, feels that a good college education will be critical. In her application, she 
writes: “Thank you for considering me as a candidate for your scholarship. If you 
select me, I guarantee your money will be well spent. I will not squander my time in college and I will be frugal with your 
money.”
      
Congratulations to Lena – and we wish her many successes in the coming years.

Dear WSR Club Members,

 I would personally like to invite each one of you 
to the 2013 WSR Annual Conference in Portland, Oregon.  
We are so excited to be the host state this year and look 
forward to showing you the best of Oregon.
 Our Conference Committee, Allison Belisle and 
Heather Thomas, have been busy planning tours that 
showcase the beauty of our state.  You will have the 
opportunity to visit the scenic Oregon coast, explore 
the Columbia River Gorge or take a trolley ride and visit 
major points of interest in downtown Portland.  There are 
also fabulous places to do some shopping.   There will be 
something for everyone to enjoy!  
 The Conference will be held at the Embassy Suites 
Downtown Portland.  Heather has been working with the 
hotel staff on a mouth-watering menu!  I also heard we will 
be entertained by a local pianist and jazz band.  
 I and my Oregon GEMS [generous, energetic 
members] look forward to seeing you in Portland. What 
a wonderful opportunity to make new friends, renew 
friendships and learn and grow through shared knowledge.

Jamie Rockwell, 2012-2014 President
GFWC Oregon Federation 

Western States Convention is Sooo close - 
and we are all invited!

See the registration form, page 19
and for more information, see the GFWC of Montana 
website, or ask your club president, who got the full 
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Long-time 
member 
Bobby Bjork 
is surprised 
with a May 
Day bouquet  
from Nancy 
Hanford.

This photo of 
Dode Barnett with 
daughters Holly Clark 
(L) and Vurnie Kaye 
Barnett (R) was taken 
in May at GFWC 
Madison Valley’s 
Nearly New Shoppe 
in Ennis. She passed 
away on July 20, 
2013 – We will miss 
her.



2013 GFWC WESTERN STATES REGION CONFERENCE  

SEPTEMBER 5 TH - 8 TH 

EMBASSY SUITES DOWNTOWN 
PORTLAND, OREGON 

 
                                             Conference Registration Deadline – August 1, 2013 

Please use a separate form for each attendee - $15.00 late fee after deadline 
 

Name ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/ZipCode____________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone Number________________________Email________________________________________ 

Federation Title(s) ____________________________________________________________ 
Please list your current position (GFWC, WSR, District, State, Club, Booster) 
 
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEE      $25.00   $________ 
 

TOUR REGISTRATION 

Thursday, September 5    Cannon Beach Tour  ( 9 - 5:30 pm)                 $89.00  $________ 

Friday, September  6     

#1  Multnomah Falls Tour ( 9-1 pm) (includes box lunch)                                          $60.00     $________ 

Turkey____   Ham/Cheddar_____    Veggie_____  (Sour dough bread______ OR  Multi grain bread _____) 

 OR 

#2 Portland City Tour (9 - 11:00 am)                                                $35.00                 $________ 

 

Booster Tours – Saturday, September 7 

McMinnville Aviation/Space Museum Tour.   (9 am -3 pm)                                              $63.00                $________ 

 

MEAL REGISTRATION 

Please indicate any special dietary needs___________________________________________________ 

Friday, September 6 WSR Banquet  "OPENING DOORS OF OPPORTUNITY WITH GFWC"  

[Select one of the following] 

Bone In Pork Chop______     Lemon Thyme Chicken_____  Vegetarian_____   

          $61.00  $________ 

Saturday, September 7 Lunch [Select one of the following] 

Chicken Caesar Salad_____      Vegetarian______                   $32.00  $________ 

 

Saturday, September 7   Oregon State Night Dinner “ Oregon Gems"   [Select one of the following]  

Salmon Roulade_____     Asparagus Ravioli and Buttered Prawns_____  Vegetarian_____  $63.00  $________ 

 

Make check payable to: GFWC  Oregon         TOTAL $________ 

Send check and form to:  Pam Briggs 197 Lake St SE  Albany, OR  97321 

Phone: (541) 974-1193  Email: pmbriggs@msn.com  

NOTE: NO REFUNDS AFTER AUGUST 15, 2013  (Meals & Tours) 
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Dates to Remember

September 1       Summer “Kick Up Your Heels” membership report due
    to GFWC Headquarters and to Joyce Rogers

September 4 - 8    GFWC Western States Regional Conference, Portland, Oregon

September 27-28  GFWC of Montana Fall Meeting

October 20-26      Advocates for Children Week
    


