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The Day After Christmas 

 Luke 2:34-35 - 34 And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is 

appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35 (and a sword will 

pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

 Matthew 2:1-12 – The Wise Men visit 

 Matthew 2:13-15 - 13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in 

a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 

you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 And he rose and took the child and 

his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to 

fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

 Matthew 2:16-18 - 16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became 

furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two 

years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17 Then was 

fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud 

lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

 

The Christmas Story 

 Luke 1:28-30 - 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 

But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 

And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God…” 

 Matthew 1:18-19 - 18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 

been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 

19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to divorce her 

quietly. 

 Matthew 1:20 - But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived 

in her is from the Holy Spirit. 

 Luke 2:1-5 - 1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 And all went to be 

registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to 

Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of 

David, 5 to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 

o Mary is 9 months pregnant 

o They travel over 60 miles by walking and perhaps on the back of a donkey 

o The journey would have taken 2-3 days of travel 

 Luke 2:6-7 - 6 And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. 7 And she gave birth to 

her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no 

place for them in the inn. 

o The stable would have been dirty, stinky, full of itchy straw, and with animals bumping into 

them, making noise, fighting each other, etc. 

o And they‟re all alone, far from home, with people they don‟t know, no family or friends, and no 

midwives (Joseph has to deliver the baby) 

 Luke 2:8-9 - 8 And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were filled with great fear. 

 Luke 2:15-16 – Mary and Joseph are visited by noisy, uneducated, smelly shepherds 

 

Jesus Didn‟t Come To Make Life Easy 



 Matthew 10:34-39 – 34 Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I have not come to 

bring peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her 

mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. 36 And a person's enemies will be those of his 

own household. 

 Matthew 11:12 - From the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven has suffered 

violence, and the violent take it by force. 

o There was a level of violence, toughness, to Jesus 

 He spoke harshly at times 

 He drove out demons 

 He cleansed the Temple 

 He cursed a fig tree 

 He Himself was beaten and crucified 

 

Jesus is the Same in Our Lives 

 Isaiah 64:8 - But now, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the 

work of your hand. 

 Romans 9:21 - Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for 

honorable use and another for dishonorable use? 

 

Will You Receive Him as He Is? 

 Matthew 11:16-19 - 16 “But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 

marketplaces and calling to their playmates, 17 “„We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we 

sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.‟ 18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, „He 

has a demon.‟ 19 The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, „Look at him! A glutton and a 

drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!‟ Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.” 

 Luke 23:8-11 - 8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, because 

he had heard about him, and he was hoping to see some sign done by him. 9 So he questioned him at 

some length, but he made no answer. 10 The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing 

him. 11 And Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him in 

splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate. 

o When Herod didn‟t get what He wanted from Jesus, He turned on Jesus. What about us? Do we 

receive Him as He is, or do we turn on Him too? 

 


