


FORWARD

 I sit at my computer looking out the window enjoying another cold, beautiful 
Michigan day.  Many thoughts are running through my mind.  I started writing this book in 
1995, and 24 years later, I am typing the last words.  

This book is a baby to me.  I had a friend named Rip Lance who once told me 
something that I shall never forget, “You can become knowledgeable off of another man’s 
knowledge, but you cannot become wise off of another man’s wisdom.”  Truer words have 
never been spoken.

There was a couple in England in the 1800s that traveled a long distance to  London to 
hear a famous preacher.  Upon leaving the service that morning, they spent the entirety of the 
afternoon talking about what an incredible speaker he was.  That night they stopped at a small 
country church for a Sunday night service, the preacher was not as well dressed, nor was he as 
well versed, or as eloquent or loquacious.  But, when they left, they spent the rest of their lives 
talking about what an amazing Jesus they met that night.  

My prayer is that at the end of this book, you will spend the rest of your lives talking 
about what an amazing Jesus there is.  

Hondo S. Carpenter, Sr.

East Lansing MI



PREFACE

“When Elisha became sick with the illness of which he was to die, Joash the king of Israel came 

down to him and wept over him and said, “My father, my father, the chariots of Israel and its 

horseman!  Elisha died, and they buried him.  Now the bands of the Moabites would invade 

the land in the spring of the year. As they were burying a man, behold, they saw a marauding 

band; and they cast the man into the grave of Elisha.  And when the man touched the bones of 

Elisha he revived and stood up on his feet.”  2 Kings 13:14, 20-21 NASB

God is unique; He is fun.  I often tell people that the Holy Spirit is a gentleman. He 
does not force Himself on anyone or anything.  This is why some people have a dynamic 
relationship with the Holy Spirit, with Jesus, with the Father and others don’t.  Both of these 
people are saved, both are going to heaven, God doesn’t love one more than the other, but one 
invests.  

My father once talked about how you love all of your children the same, but some 
invest in a relationship with you more than the others.  You may have a different friendship or 
relationship with them, but it doesn’t mean you don’t love them any more than their siblings, it 
is just different.  The same is true with each person’s relationship with God.

We find ourselves here, in the story of Elisha and he is dead.  He was a mighty, 
powerful man of God.  A true prophet of God.  He had performed mighty amazing works 
in his life.  He was anointed.  If you read the Bible, you will see that Elijah, Elisha’s mentor, 
performed fourteen miracles that are recorded.  When he was about to die, Elisha called out 
to him and said, “I would like a double portion of your anointing.”  Elijah told him, if you are 
with me when I go, you can have it.  This is why the Bible records twenty-eight miracles of 
Elisha in 2 Kings.

He asked for a double portion of anointing like his mentor, and he got it.  A lot of times 
in the church world, people try to act as they want from God; they hunger for God, desire 
things from God, but feel inside they are selfish.  To every person who will read this book, if 



you have been consecrating yourself to God then shame on you if you do not want a double 
portion of what God has.  Shame on you if you don’t want more of God than you have ever had 
before.  Shame on you if you don’t want more so that there is more to give to your children, 
unbelievers, and anyone who is in your sphere of influence.

It is annoying to me when I hear people speak and say they have no desire to be 
financially blessed.  Are you serious?  We need wealth in the hands of Godly people.  I can 
guarantee you that a believer with money in their hands will use it to spread the Gospel and to 
do the work of Jesus much faster than a lost person.

 This self-deprecating, religious, fake humility has hurt God’s people from growing and 
expanding by leaps and bounds, and the same comes for those hungering for the presence of 
the Holy Spirit.  May we ALL hunger for God like Elisha that we cry out for more of God and 
His anointing.  (Much more on that in the chapter:  Daughters of the Leach.)  

The miracle of this story that I love so much is that Elisha was so anointed that even 
upon his death, they throw another body into the grave, and the moment it touches his bones 
the man comes alive.  

 I look at things differently than others do, and I asked God if there was that much 
anointing in his body that it could raise another man, then why didn’t it raise Elisha?  We 
know this, the Bible says it is appointed unto man once to die and then the judgment.  It was 
his time to die, and he died.  But it didn’t mean the anointing left his bones.  The Bible says in 
Romans that the callings and giftings of God are without repentance.  God cannot take them 
back.  That is why we have so many preachers backslidden from God.  They are out there living 
for the world, but let me tell you something, they are still called.  That is why I laugh when 
someone says, “You can’t be a pastor, you were a drug addict, or you can’t be a pastor, you have 
been divorced.”  All of these ‘you cant’s.’ Everybody with religion is going to tell you that you 
‘cannot’ do something.  But God says it is without revoke!  If it is your calling, it doesn’t go 
away.  It remains with you.

The Bible shows us twenty-eight miracles that Elisha was a part of; exactly double what 
his mentor Elijah had and directly honoring his request for a double portion. But his last, 
shown in Number 28, came after he was dead.    I want you to understand the anointing covers 
a multitude of things.  Whatever it is you are struggling with in your life, whether it is healing, 
financial issues, addiction, marriage relations, employment, the anointing is there to cover 
it.  In the religious world, they teach that Jesus came, and Jesus saved you.  Well, I’m going to 
tell you something.  The same word you read in the New Testament for salvation, it isn’t just 



salvation from hell.   He saved you.  He saved you from sickness and disease.  He saved you 
from poverty and lack.  He saved you from unemployment and brokenness.  Shame, loneliness, 
and humiliation, you are saved from it.  Whatever it is you are going through right now you 
have been saved from it.  

The anointing that rested on the dead man’s bones is still alive and vibrant today.  The 
Bible tells us to destroy the yolk around your neck in Isaiah 10:27.  The Bible doesn’t say that 
Jesus comes to break the yolk the devil puts around your neck, the Bible says Jesus destroys 
the yolk.  What is the difference between break and destroy?  Something broken can be fixed.  
Something destroyed is of no use anymore.  God wants to destroy what the devil has put 
around you by the anointing.  

Some religious people love God and will go to heaven because they are saved.  But they 
constantly deny the Bible; they deny the power of the Bible.  They are living miserable lives 
on earth just hoping to get to heaven where oh, by the way, it will hopefully be better.  They 
have no concept of what victorious living is.  They are religious people. They are living a life 
denying what the anointing of God wants to do in their lives.  God wants you to understand 
the anointing of the dead man’s bones is still here. They are proven to us in Genesis.

“In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth.  And the earth was without form and 

void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the 

surface of the waters.” Genesis 1:1-2 NASB

 He was moving then, and He is moving today.  His anointing is still here today.  

Do you know Jesus’ last name was not Christ?  It was Jesus, Son of Joseph of Nazareth.  
Joseph was His father, and He was from Nazareth.  The reason we see Jesus Christ is because 
Christ means the anointed one, Messiah.  That is why when people came to Jesus, they said, 
“You are the son of David.”  Why?  Because they knew the son of David meant He was the 
Messiah.  Remember, when Jesus asked His disciples, “Who am I?”  Peter said, “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.”  Jesus looked at him and said, 

“Blessed are you Simon Barjona for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but only My 

Father who is in heaven.”  Matthew 16:17 NASB

That revelation of who Jesus is, that anointing is still here today.  It is still permeating 
and alive today.  God wants you to draw on that anointing, to take from it.  That is why this 
book has several chapters dealing with several different things because the anointing covers 



all of it.  Some of you need to throw your life on the dead man’s bones and let the anointing 
fix whatever is wrong with you.  There isn’t a cookie cutter where there are several shapes 
and sizes.  There are not twelve anointings.  There is one.  This one anointing is the same that 
delivers you from whatever you are going through and the same one that will save you.  The 
anointing of Jesus Christ is here for the believer and the unbeliever.  Understand what the 
anointing is; it is the tangible presence of God.  



CHAPTER 1 
I CALL TO THE STAND 

THE BLOOD

We know in Revelation 12:11, the Bible declares to us that we overcome the devil by 
the blood of the Lamb and the word of our testimony.  Words, words, words.   It is amazing 
the way God works in His magnificent magnitude.  It is amazing the way God makes things 
happen.  It is amazing the way God moves the scales.  When God wanted to show my wife 
something, He had me teach it twice from the pulpit and once sitting at a desk with her in my 
lap.  She still wasn’t grasping it, then we go, and she hears another preacher who preaches as if 
they took my notes, almost word for word and it hit her; the man of God was speaking through 
my husband.  This is how God works.  Words are important, words count.  

I want to write about something I think we as Pastors are not talking about enough 
from the pulpit.   In the church world, we are not talking a whole lot about the blood.  We 
know we overcome the devil by the word of our testimony and by the blood of the Lamb.  
Look at Luke 1:26-35.  It is the foretelling of Jesus’ birth.  In verse 34, Mary asked the angel 
how this was going to happen that she would be with the child since she was a virgin.  You 
notice she never questioned God; she never waivered with God.  She didn’t say ‘this can’t 
happen.’  She didn’t say ‘this is impossible.’  She just said, ‘How can it be?’  She was looking for 
clarification, but there was no doubt in Mary.  Scholars tell us that Mary was somewhere in 
the neighborhood of 13-16 years old at this point.  When you read on, the angel explains it to 
Mary.  

Mary was a woman of the Word.  Mary knew the prophecy in Isaiah 7.  She knew what 
it meant and what the Holy Spirit was telling her.  She knew the foretelling of the Messiah.  She 
was a virgin; she was pure, had not slept with any man.  She knew that her husband, Joseph, 
who had not had the privilege of impregnating her, was still going to be the daddy and that 
God would keep His promise that the bloodline of David would bear a Messiah.  She knew 
everything lined up.  That is why she never said, ‘how is this going to happen,’ or ‘I don’t 
believe this is going to happen.’  She believed it; she just wanted to know how it was going to 



manifest.  There was no doubt in the young girl’s heart.  

Luke 1:37 tells us that nothing is impossible with God.   There are ministers out there 
needing to build a new building and asking how are we going to pay for it?  There is nothing 
too difficult for God.  Pastors are trying to keep a church because you have people trying to 
split your church, well, you can’t, it’s not your church.  God entrusted you with it.  It’s just 
like your children.  Your children aren’t yours; God gives them to you for a season.  It’s your 
job to raise them, you are entrusted to put them in the Word, but when they reach the age of 
accountability, they now need to stand on their own.  If your child is old enough that if they 
would die and go to hell because they have not committed their life to Christ, then your child 
is old enough to be responsible for learning and building faith.  Parents should not negotiate 
with their children.  When I was growing up, I had two options.  I could do what my dad said 
and keep my teeth or lose my teeth and still do what my dad said.  Some people need financial 
miracles; some need healings; others are worried about their marriages; nothing is too difficult 
for God.  I don’t care what it is you are looking at or going through; nothing is too difficult for 
God.  Look what Mary says;

“Behold a bondservant of the Lord, be it done unto me according to your word, and the angel 

departed from her.”  Luke 1:38 NASB

Once Mary got her clarification, she didn’t question it, she didn’t waiver, she said I am 
a bondservant of the Lord and may it be done to me according to your Word.  We need some 
more folk out there that when God tells you to do something, you don’t need a sixteen-page 
theological dissertation on the apologetics of His calling, all you need to know is be it done 
unto me, I am your servant, do whatever you want.  Though you slay me, I will trust you.  
When you understand that you are going to go through the valley, and you are going to climb 
over the mountain, and if you put lions in the room with me, God is going to shut their mouth.  
We are talking about calling to the stand the Word, the blood.

“Now at this time Mary arose and hurried to the hill country, to a city of Judah, and she 

entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.  When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, 

her baby leaped in her womb.” Luke 1:39-41 NASB

She has a Holy Ghost meeting going on in her belly!  An anointed woman walked in 
the room, and someone got filled with the Holy Ghost.  Some of you preachers need to set your 
pride aside and understand you are not the one who fills people with the Holy Ghost.  



I remember one time I was at a ministers’ meeting, and we were all sitting around 
visiting.  The Pastor had just come from speaking in China, and they had seen a thousand 
people filled with the Holy Ghost.  Someone there said, man, that must have been a special 
meeting, could you tell us about it.  The man took his fingers and put them inside his 
suspenders and said, ‘Well, I guess the Lord has just gifted me, if I can’t get them filled with 
the Holy Ghost then no one can.”  I stepped back and walked away.  Told the Lord I would 
never go around him again.  Let me tell you; I have never filled a person with the Holy Ghost. I 
have never saved a soul.  I can preach the gospel and be as faithful as I can be, but I have never 
done it.  God does it.  Mary walks in with a fetus just a few days old in her belly, and people are 
getting filled with the Holy Ghost.  

When was the last time you heard somebody preach a Christmas message and they 
talked about Elizabeth getting filled with the Holy Ghost just off the anointing of Mary 
walking in the room?  I remember when my wife got filled with the Holy Ghost.  The Lord 
specifically said to me; I do not want you to lay hands on her, I do not want you to tell her she 
needs to do it, I want you to play dumb.  I want you to talk about it, give her books to read but 
just let it happen.  Then, after she accepted it, understood it, and confessed that she wanted it, 
I told her, then you need to get it.  One day she called me, and she told me she had prayed, and 
the Lord had filled her with the Holy Ghost.   It was best that I not do it, she had been raised 
very religious, and I think she needed to know that it wasn’t her husband that pushed her here, 
she did it on her own.  Husbands let your wives have some victories without you.  She needs to 
honor you and love you.  She needs to see you for your Godly place in her life, but you know 
what, you want your wife to be dependent on God, not you.  I told my wife I don’t ever want to 
be the thing you love most in this world.  I don’t ever want to be number one in her life.  Don’t 
be selfish.  

Luke 1:42-45 says, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb!  And 

how has it happened to me that the mother of my Lord would come to me?  For behold, when 

the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.  And blessed 

is she who believed and confidently trusted that there would be a fulfillment of the things that 

were spoken to her from the Lord.”  Luke 1:46-48 NASB

“And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies and exalts the Lord, and my spirit has rejoiced in God my 

Savior.  He has looked on the humble state of His maidservant; for behold, from now on all 

generations will count me blessed and happy and favored by God!  For He who is mighty has 

done great things for me, and holy is His name.”  Luke 1:46-48 NASB



Verses 46-48 are called the Magnificat; Mary did not feel pregnancy; she did not see 
pregnancy.  She just believed, received, and she spoke.  Whatever your situation is right now, 
you need to believe and receive.  Why are people so quick to not deny their feelings but they 
are so quick to deny their faith!  Mary didn’t deny her faith.  She told the Lord to let it be unto 
your bondservant; she wanted the blessing.

If you live in feelings and your senses, Satan wins every time.  When you walk in your 
feelings, he wins, he wants you in a battle in your feelings, he wants you in a battle of your 
senses.  If you can see it, hear it, taste it, touch it, smell it, and you allow Satan to get you there, 
he wins.  Why do you want to fight a battle on the devil’s terms?  If you do that, you will lose.  
If you fight on God’s terms, you win every time.  

“Jesus answered, saying to them, have faith in God.  Truly I say to you; whoever says to this 

mountain, be taken up and cast into the sea, and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that 

what he says is going to happen, it will be granted him.  Therefore, I say to you, all things for 

which you pray and ask, believe that you have received them, and they will be granted you.” 

Mark 11:22-24 NASB

Satan can’t defeat faith.  He does not have the power in him or the ability to defeat 
faith.  He cannot do it.  If Satan can’t defeat faith, then when you walk in faith, Satan can’t 
defeat you.  If you are struggling in an area and you can’t get victory, then you need to check to 
see if you are in faith and if you are, you need to see if it is a situation where you are waiting for 
the Lord to honor, but ask yourself if there is a spiritual war going on. 

You also need to watch your confession.  Proverbs 18:21 says that the power of life 
and death is in the tongue.  How many of your miracles have you killed because of your 
confession?  I know of a girl who grew up in a Word Church who says she doesn’t believe it 
anymore because you have got to deny your feelings.  How does it deny your feelings when 
you recognize God’s ability?  I heard about some religious people that had a conversation 
with someone I love dearly, and said to them, ‘well we don’t believe that.’  How can you have 
a Biblical discussion with somebody that openly admits they don’t believe the Bible or are 
selective in what verses they read?   The Bible says if you add to the book or you take away from 
the book, every curse is against you.  That is why you need to preach the full gospel.  Satan 
can’t defeat faith; Hebrews says,

“Now, faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the evidence of things you can’t see.”  Hebrews 

11:1 NASB



The next time some dummy tells you that God made the world out of nothing, you call 
him a liar.  He made it out of faith!  You may not be able to see faith, but it is tangible.  You may 
not understand faith, but you can grasp ahold of it and stick with it.  Can’t see, touch, smell, or 
taste faith, it’s not a feeling that we sense.  But it is still a tangible substance.  

One time when I was in Bible class while in Christian School, we were talking about 
faith.  Someone commented what do you say about deaf mutes that cannot speak?  Then 
laughed about the mocking comment.  That bothered me for years.  In 1989 I was in a rally, 
and I saw an interpreter using sign language.  She was talking to deaf students in Bible School 
and all of a sudden, I looked over, and all the deaf people have their hands in the air wiggling 
their fingers.  My first thought was that it was strange, but as soon as I thought that, I started 
speaking in tongues, and I felt a presence from the Lord stronger than I had ever felt.  There 
is a magazine called Northern Light, and there was a study done on deaf people who were 
filled with the Holy Ghost, and they started making up new signs.  During Bible class that day 
the presence of the Lord was so strong, that is how they were communicating in tongues!  I 
thought that was powerful.

John 1:1-3 is the introduction of the incarnate Word of God.  You need to understand, 
if you’ve got God, you’ve got the Word.  Whatever God can do, His Word can do.  His Word 
is Him; it’s His bond, His contract.  It’s Him saying to you, this is My Word, I am willing and 
ready to perform it.  If the Bible is God’s Word, doesn’t He have to work to perform it, to keep 
it?  Gentleman, if you stand at an altar and you tell your wife that you are going to marry 
her, stay faithful, honor her, is it wrong of her to ask you to keep that word?  NO!  What God 
can do, His Word can do, and He wants to perform His Word.  The Bible says God’s eyes are 
searching over the land looking for whose hearts are pure towards Him.  God is looking for 
people exercising and performing His Word.  

“The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, glory as the only 

begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.”  John 1:14 NASB

 Jesus and the Word are one.  If you have Jesus in your heart, you have the Word!  
Something in your life is going to take.  It’s flesh, or it’s faith.  Hebrews 3:1, tells us that Jesus is 
the High Priest of our confession.  He is talking to believers.  Confession in Greek also means 
profession, what I am saying with my mouth.  Jesus is the High Priest. 

 If you want to understand God fully, you have got to study the tabernacle.  It will 
change your view of God and everything about you.  It is the deepest part of the Gospel.  It is 



all old covenant.  You will never fully understand the new covenant until you understand the 
tabernacle.  That is how powerful it is.  In the old covenant, you would go to the high priest and 
bring an offering.  The high priest would go into the holy of holies, which is a place that only 
he was allowed.  It was a place that was so holy he had bells on his garment, and he had a rope 
tied to his ankle.  He had to continually be moving and dancing in the anointing and presence 
of the Lord.  That is how his body reacted.  If they heard the priest and they heard the bells 
stop they would pull him out of the there which meant God was saying ok, you’re not holy, 
God’s presence was so real and tangible that he would die.  The Bible just told us that Jesus is 
the High Priest of our confession.  The high priest would go into the holy of holies and sacrifice 
for all of Israel.  He went in there, not us.  We were not allowed in the holy of holies.  Only the 
priest was allowed in the holy of holies.  You were not allowed to be a part of that.  God only 
anointed one man to be in there.  Think about this. The Bible says Jesus is the High Priest of 
our confession.  What are you speaking in your life?  Are you speaking faith or fear?  Sickness 
and disease, or health and healing?  Poverty and lack, or prosperity and abundance?  Are you 
speaking salvation and closeness to God or separation from God?  What do you speak?

If you cannot watch tv without it affecting your anger, some of you may be the news.  
You get out of faith, so don’t watch the news anymore.  That is a shame because you should be 
informed.  I know the person that led President Trump to the Lord.  I have three friends that 
work for President Trump.  I can tell you most assuredly President Trump is born again.  Do I 
like everything President Trump does?  No.  I wish there were some things he did differently, 
but quite frankly, we didn’t need a wimp to be president.  We needed someone tough.  We have 
never had a president more anti-abortion, more pro Christianity, more pro the Word.  America 
is booming right now.  Our businesses are better than they have ever been.  Non-Christians 
are livid, they are angry, and some Christians are so stupid that they don’t see it.  They don’t 
see that all the people that hate our president are against the Bible.  You have some allegedly 
spiritual leaders that stood against Trump because ‘He says mean things,’ well have you ever 
read your Bible?  

There is nothing wrong with having a glass of wine or drinking a beer; the Bible simply 
commands to avoid excess and don’t get drunk.  Drinking for you may bring you to lust, or 
let you struggle with what you say or even do other things that are not right.   It may not be 
drinking at all; it could be a movie or a magazine.  Most men, about 65-70% of men, struggle 
with lust issues.  Thank God that has not been a part of me.  I will never forget when Sports 
Illustrated started with their swimsuit issue, I was a boy in school, and God spoke to me 
to cancel my Sports Illustrated subscription.  He didn’t want me to put myself in a position 
to lust.  I’ve never been to a strip club; I don’t go to restaurants where the women are nude.  



Someone asked me once if I wanted to go to Hooters for the best wings I’d ever have in my life.  
I said no, but I’d like to be with my wife for the best Hooters I’ve ever seen in my life.  I’m not 
going to put myself in that position.  I don’t want to be someplace where one of my daughters 
can walk in and see me and think it’s ok that daddy wants her to work there.  I don’t want my 
wife, even though it would not be true, to think that my husband is looking at other women 
because he is unhappy with me.  Men don’t be dummies.  Do you understand how you make 
your wife feel when she sees you looking at another woman?  Don’t let your wife see that, build 
her up.  Let her see, baby, I only got eyes for you.  

You need to be that person that says, ok, maybe I need to cut out a tv show, or even 
cut out all television.  Or maybe you need to get rid of your cell phone.  I know a woman that 
struggled so bad with gossip once that God told her to get rid of her phone.  Do you think 
God cares if you have a phone?  No, but if you can’t control it, don’t use it.  I know with me if 
I would have a drink, and I wasn’t a guy to get drunk, but I would say things that would get 
me out of love.  I decided one day after I hurt a friend of mine, I’d only had a half a glass of 
beer, the Lord spoke to my heart and said, we’ve talked about this before, do you need this, or 
do you want everything I’ve got for you?  Are you willing to get rid of anything that gets in 
the way?  I said yes, Lord, I will.  He said good, then don’t have another drink until I tell you 
to.  I don’t even know how long it has been, probably about 25 years and He hasn’t told me I 
could have a drink since, and I haven’t done it.  It’s not sinful, but the Bible tells us, to him that 
knows to do good and doesn’t do it, to him, it is a sin.

I want you to understand, Jesus is now our High Priest.  But he is also the High Priest 
of our confession.  You notice it doesn’t say He is the High Priest of our works, or our actions, 
but of our confession.  The Bible doesn’t tell us blessed are pure in action; it says blessed are the 
pure in heart.  How could David have been an adulterer and a murderer and God still said He 
is a man after His own heart?  Blessed are the pure in heart, He is looking at your heart, at your 
words.  Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks.  That is why He says blessed are 
the pure in heart because if your heart is pure, then your words are going to be pure.  David 
knew if his heart got clean, then his profession would get clean.  

You can speak good or bad things.  It doesn’t matter what you speak; Jesus then takes 
it to the Daddy.  He goes to the Father, He says, well, (whatever your name is) this is what they 
said.  What most people don’t comprehend or understand is that your words are exactly what 
Jesus takes to the Father.  They either vindicate or condemn you.  The enemy doesn’t have to 
battle the unbeliever; he already has them.  



“And the great dragon was thrown down, and the serpent of old who is called the devil and 

Satan, who deceives the whole world was thrown down to earth, and his angels were thrown 

down with him.  I heard a loud voice in heaven saying, ‘Now the salvation, and the power, 

and the kingdom of our God and the authority of His Christ have come, for the accuser of 

our brethren has been thrown down, he who accuses them before our God day and night.’” 

Revelation 12:9-10 NASB

The devil accuses us day and night.   The devil is the accuser of the brethren.  He isn’t 
the accuser of the lost.  Here is a revelation about a lot of folks:  they are already lost.  He 
has already won the lost; they are his.  He owns them.  You wonder why unbelievers prosper 
and Christians need to use faith?  It’s because Satan is the accuser of the brethren, not the 
unbelievers.  

Demons, principalities, and powers are reporting to Satan.  But Satan is in front of the 
Father accusing believer’s day and night.  

“But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 

and to myriads of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled 

in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and 

to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than 

the blood of Abel.” Hebrews 12:22-24 NASB

Remember in the Bible when you hear Mount Zion referred to it is talking about Israel 
or heaven.  Where God is, in heaven, He is sitting there as the Judge.  

 He is the Judge of our trial.  Let me paint a picture for you of a courtroom and 
sitting on the Judge’s chair is the Father himself; that is what this verse just told us.  Jesus sits at 
the table next to you as your defense attorney.  Satan is the accuser of the brethren sitting at the 
prosecuting attorney’s seat.  

“And they (Christians) overcome him (the devil) by the blood of the Lamb and the words of 

their testimony, and they did not love their life even to death.” Revelation 12:11 NASB

 Christians are not lovers of life; we are lovers of Jesus.  How do we overcome the devil?  
By the word of our testimony and the blood of the Lamb.  So, the devil is the accuser sitting at 
the prosecuting attorney’s chair, Jesus is the defense attorney sitting next to you, and God is 
the Judge.  1 John 2:1 tells us that we have an advocator with the Father through Christ Jesus.  



The Greek meaning of advocator is; one who is along beside us or one to plead our case.  In the 
Bible, it says in the mouth of two or three witnesses let every word be established.  Twice now, 
we have been told that Jesus is our advocate, our helper, the one who defends our case.  

The devil accuses us, he will say your name then tell every sin you’ve committed, every 
doubt of unbelief, telling God he can’t bless us, heal us or whatever because of this, that and the 
other.  He goes through and points out every single detail of what you do and say.  Satan is a 
liar, but it does not always mean he lies.  Let me tell you this if a liar speaks the truth; it makes 
the truth no less the truth.  

Look at Genesis 4, the story of Cain and Abel.  It says the blood of Abel cries out from 
the ground.  What is the blood crying out for?  Justice.  What do we say to parents when their 
child is murdered?  We say we will bring justice for your child.  Cain murdered Abel, but his 
blood was calling out to God.  God is not fair, but He is just.  God looks at the sinner and says, 
“You are a saint.”  He looks at the liar and says, “You’re a true speaker.”  He looks at the drug 
addict and says, “I see you whole.”  He looks at the person with cancer and says, “I see you 
walking healed.”  He looks at the lost person and says, “I see you saved.”  He isn’t always fair, 
but God is.  

“I say to you that every careless, idle word that men shall speak, they shall render account for 

in the day of judgment.  For by your words, you are justified, and by your words, you have 

been condemned.”  Matthew 12:36-37 NASB

Satan calls you to the stand, and he is accusing you.  He is standing before God, so he 
is not going to lie to Him because he knows that God will know it’s a lie.  Remember, when the 
devil told Jesus to worship him, and he would give Him all the earth?  Why did Satan say that?  
Because it was his.  Satan had a right to offer Jesus the world because the world is his.  Adam 
gave him title deed to it.  Jesus responded, “It is written.”  Jesus didn’t argue with the devil; He 
just went to the Word.  

Quit the pity party wondering why people talk about you.  If people are not talking 
about you, it’s because you are not doing anything.  Satan accuses you, and he speaks the truth.  
Remember, God is not fair, but He is just.  Satan gets a smug look on his face, and he turns to 
the Father, and he says, “Heavenly Father, the defense rests.”   Then he turns to Jesus and says 
your turn.  Most human beings, at this point, hang their head because they know they are 
guilty; this is where guilt and shame come in.  Jesus begins to stand, and He says to His Father, 
“Dad, I’m going to call to the stand the blood.”  Jesus strides to the stand with confidence that 



tells the devil after thousands of people you would have thought you would have gotten the 
hint, but you do not.  As Jesus approaches the stand, He takes off His suit coat, His tie, His 
cuff links, and His shirt.  Jesus turns and says, “Dad, do you see these stripes on My back?”  
God sees and is reminded that He was crucified, so He says, “Yes, Son, I see.”  Jesus says, 
“Dad, (your name) is a sinner, and everything the devil just said about him is true, but I want 
you to see this blood.  He has accepted Me, Dad.  All of those sins were committed by Me.”  1 
Corinthians 13 says Love never fails.  Jesus is saying to His Dad, Love never fails.  But Satan, 
who is a legalist, jumps up and says, “Objection your honor!”  God, who is not fair, but He is, 
will listen to the objection of the prosecuting attorney.  Satan then says, “Lord, your Word says 
in the mouth of two or three witnesses, let every word be established.”  Jesus then says, “Father, 
he is right.”  God drops the gavel and says, “Objection sustained, Jesus, do you have any other 
evidence?”  And then Jesus looks at you.  At this point, He is the High Priest of our confession.  
This is why the Bible says we overcome the devil by the blood of the Lamb, He has already 
presented that evidence, but also by the words of our testimony.  At this point, Jesus says, “Yes 
dad, can we turn to the screen, on the screen pops up a video of you getting out of bed in the 
morning and you are in pain and all of a sudden you say, ‘I believe I receive my healing from 
cancer. I believe I receive a blessing coming to my finances because I tithe and sow seed.’”  
All of a sudden Satan sees your words and jumps up and yells, “I object” God sustains it, 
and Satan puts a different video on the screen.  He sees you joking with your friends saying, 
“I’m so poor, I can’t pay attention, or I’m so broke it hurts, I’m so sick and tired, my kids are 
driving me crazy.”  At this point, the blood has done all that the blood can do.  Proverbs 18:21 
says the power of life and death rest in the tongue.  The reason the devil does not want you 
to understand what you speak, the reason religious people say we make too big of a deal over 
what we speak, they don’t get it.  They don’t understand, nor do they comprehend the greatness 
of God.  They do not take His Word as relevant; they do not believe His Word.  They deny His 
Word.  

Jesus’ blood, our words.  Out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth speaks.  He 
is the High Priest of our confession.  The power of life and death are in the tongue.  It is 
important that preachers preach about words.  Christians are being killed and destroyed, 
suffering in poverty, and lack because of their words.  We must teach the importance of words.  
If words were not so important, then why doesn’t it tell us in Genesis 1 that God thought?  It 
says, “And God said.”  Why does it say within each of us there is a measure of faith?  What 
measure of faith?  The same faith that God has.  Why does the Bible tell us that by faith, God 
spoke the words that created the earth?  Why are words so important?  If they weren’t, then 
why is all our speech so negative, why do we swear and take the Lord’s name in vain?  Why do 



we say ‘Jesus Christ’ when we swear?  Why don’t we say Lucifer?

Trials are going on all the time in heaven for you.  Whether it’s praying for a miracle, 
your children, your healing, your finances, or salvation, Jesus and Satan will regularly take the 
Father your words.  Don’t get mad at God when your words stop Him.  Don’t get mad at God 
when He has already provided the blood.  It’s your words that are not working.  His blood.  
Your words.  I call to the stand the blood.  Now we call to the stand your tongue.  The Bible 
tells us out of the same mouth should not come blessing and cursing.  Your words.  I call to the 
stand your words.

So, as we conclude this chapter, travel back with me to the courtroom, to the conclusion 
of the trial.  While the hatred, anger, and disdain for you come hurling from the enemy, Jesus 
looks at His father.  It is at that point, the maker of heaven and earth, Elohim, turns to Lucifer 
himself and reminds him that although his destiny is settled, yours is not.

 

     

     



CHAPTER 2 
EMBRACING YOUR LONELY PLACE 

DECLUTTERING YOUR FRIEND’S LIST

We live in a society that bases its value on the number of Twitter followers, Instagram 
followers, or Facebook friends we have.  I get friend requests every single week from “friends,” 
people I’ve never met.  People will stop and ask me for my autograph, not because of my role 
in ministry but because of my role in the media. They will want me to sign ‘to my good friend,’ 
and I will say, but you aren’t my good friend!    

One thing I love about following Jesus since I was led to the Lord 41 years ago is the 
chase.   Paul says; “I must apprehend that which has apprehended me.”  What does he mean?  I 
remember when I was a child on the playground with my wife, and I would touch her and say, 
‘tag you’re it,’ then she would chase me.  You see, that is what God does; He tags us, He chases 
us.  When you were lost, He came after you.  That is why the old hymn of the faith says, The 
vilest offender who truly believes, that moment from Jesus His pardon receives.  That’s why 
we sing songs about the blood.  There is a fountain filled with blood, drawn from Emmanuel’s 
veins, and sinner’s plunge beneath that flood, lose all their guilty stains.  We sing songs 
like this because, at that moment, the second we ask God into our lives and the Holy Spirit 
permeates our carnal flesh, all of a sudden, God now says to you, tag you’re it.  Then the rest of 
your life it’s you chasing Him.

When you begin to understand your lonely place, when you begin to understand what 
God is doing in your life,  and when you begin to understand ‘why am I going through what I 
am going through,’  you will then realize you are in hot pursuit of Him who touched you. 

“But he went out and began to proclaim it freely and to spread the news around, to such 
an extent that Jesus could no longer publicly enter a city, but, stayed out in unpopulated areas; 
and they were coming to Him from everywhere.” Mark 1:45 NASB

 In the KJV unpopulated areas says ‘lonely place.’  Jesus had just healed a leper, and the 



leper was going around telling everyone about his healing.  In Luke 5:16, it talks about how 
Jesus would often slip away to the wilderness to pray.  Once again, to the wilderness means 
‘lonely place.’  

When the devil cannot get you to be lost, he wants you to be religious because religion 
will turn other people away from God.  1 Corinthians 15 is a Scripture written by Paul to the 
church at Corinth.  He gives us some great spiritual insight.  He says in verse 46. However, the 
spiritual is not first, but the natural; then the spiritual.  What does Paul mean here?   What he 
is saying to you is that we can see God in the natural world.  The Bible asks us how you can 
say that you love God, who you cannot see when you cannot love your brother who you can 
see?  You see, the natural world gives us a vision of God, will show us, God.  Before God does 
something new, He takes you to a lonely place.  When God wants to do something to your 
life, He takes you to a lonely place.  He will take you to a wilderness.  You might not believe 
this, but if you are an outdoorsman, you will know that when an animal is about to give 
birth, it goes off by itself.  Its instinct understands that when you are giving birth, you are in a 
vulnerable position.  You are weak.  Predators can smell the afterbirth.  You are susceptible to 
being killed.  

The Bible is eloquent.  It is not only a beautiful piece of literature; it is God’s truth; it’s 
His basic instruction book for us.  What you sometimes believe is God ignoring you, or what 
you believe is God being silent to you, is God sending you to a lonely place.  New levels will 
bring new devils in your life.  If you think you have problems when you make $40,000 a year, 
you’re going to have real problems when you make $400,000 a year.  

I have a very successful acquaintance.  He is worth tens of millions of dollars.  He will 
tell you the IRS didn’t audit him and give him problems when he was only making $35,000 a 
year.  Now he has to hire a tax attorney because even though he will win, the IRS just thought 
he would settle because he is so rich.  When you were a single woman or a single man, you 
did not have the troubles that you have when you are married.  When it was you and your 
wife, you did not have the troubles that children brought into the marriage.  When it was just 
you, you didn’t have to worry about where you spent your money.  When you get married and 
have children, you will need to make very conscious decisions about where you spend your 
money.  New levels will bring new devils.  You see, if the devil can’t get you to be lost, then he 
wants you to stay religious.  The devil doesn’t mind if you are prospering or being successful 
when you are lost, that doesn’t bother him.  But then you get saved, and he wants you to stay 
religious.  All of a sudden, you say, I’m breaking away from religion, I’m going to seek all that 
God has for me.  I’m going to be a Word person.  I want to grow, and get everything God 



has for me, now you have suddenly become a threat for the devil.  He will then focus more 
demonic activity on your life because new levels bring new devils.

You need to understand that just like an animal going off to be alone to give birth, 
God is doing something in your life.  There are four phases in the miracle process.  The first 
is intimacy.  The second is the conception.  The next is gestation, and the fourth is labor and 
travail.  There are four stages to how God does a miracle in our life.  

The first is intimacy.  That is when you get saved.  God is intimate.  If you grow that 
relationship and don’t stay religious, eventually something is going to come along, and you 
are going to conceive.  You see, if you have a healthy woman and a healthy man and they get 
married, you will need to use birth control to stop there from being a conception.  Intimacy 
is that moment when you decide, Oh man, I need a Savior, and you get saved.    Some of you 
have had a dream, a hope in you, where you have experienced intimacy and gotten saved.  
Then you go to the next level and conceive. Conception comes when you begin to grow.  Now, 
something is growing inside you, and you go through the gestation process.  This is where you 
read and study God’s Word, where you feed your faith and starve your fears and doubts.  All of 
a sudden, you begin to learn because something is growing inside of you that has to eat.  Have 
you ever seen a pregnant woman who does not have enough vitamins?  She can be a beautiful 
woman, but her teeth will begin to rot because her own body will give up her nutrients and 
vitamins to feed that baby.  When you truly conceive something with God, it consumes you.  If 
you are not constantly feeding on God’s Word, that dream inside of you will begin to rot you.  
I had a person tell me one time they had a dream from God, but they were so malnourished 
it must not have been from God, and I said, no, no, you are malnourished because you quit 
feeding yourself.  Maybe you got offended or touchy, got into your emotions and feelings.  
Whatever it may be, you are in your gestation cycle.  It may not be time to get up in the 
stirrups and push, but I want you to know you are in the gestational period.  Keep feeding on 
the Word.  Finally, after that one day, your water will break, or you will sit up, and the baby has 
moved, and the woman will declare, ‘Today I am giving birth.’  She has gone from intimacy 
to conception, through gestation and the final stage of giving birth to her miracle, the next is 
labor and travail.  

It is going to be painful.  It does not last as long as the gestation period, but it is still 
painful.  When a woman is close to giving birth, she gets irritable; she is in pain.  There comes 
the point when the doctor will come into the room, place your wife’s feet in the stirrups, 
and he will declare to her to ‘push.’  Ligaments, tendons, and muscles begin to rip.  Where 
something as big as a cantaloupe comes down something the size of an orange, it is painful.  



She will cry out and scream in pain while the doctor tells her to push.  At some point, she may 
even say she cannot do it. Labor and travail are very painful; she has found her lonely place.  
Even though her husband, who loves her dearly, sits at her side, holding her hand, and washing 
her forehead with a cold rag, she will still say ‘shut up.’  Why?  She is in a lonely place! Why is 
this woman who in the act of intimacy looked into your eyes with utter love and appreciation, 
this woman who you helped in the conception process by planting your seed in her, who loves 
you, who sat in your lap and said “Baby, I’m going to give you a baby,” who so beautifully for 
nine months looked like the shining star that she is, now is crying?  

Why?  She is in a lonely place.  Jesus would go to a lonely place when God was about to 
do something.  God wants to take you through a lonely place, but you have got to understand 
the four stages of birth.  Some of you wonder why you are losing friends, wonder why people 
are lying about you, why you are struggling with your finances, you wonder about your 
healing, I’m telling you that you are in your lonely place and it’s time for you to get up in those 
stirrups and PUSH!!  Don’t you dare quit or give up, because that baby will die up inside of 
you, and you will get septic, and it will kill you?  There comes the point where all you can do is 
PUSH!  

When God was about to do something great with Daniel, where did he take him?  To 
a lion’s den, a lonely place.  A place where he was alone, but God shut the mouths of the lions.  
Throughout the Bible, like a thread, you can see people going to the wilderness or their lonely 
place.  Mark 1:12 says, Jesus was impelled to go into the wilderness.  That word impelled means 
cast out in the Greek.  Jesus is about to start His public ministry, and He gets cast out into the 
wilderness.  He was pushed to the wilderness.  He was pushed to His lonely place.  You are the 
same person who sits there and asks God to take you to new levels, and you ask Him to bless 
your finances, your marriage, your business, whatever it is you ask Him to do, then you curse 
Him because He is pushing you to a wilderness place.  

That is why Paul wrote, out of the same mouth should not proceed blessing and 
cursing.  If you want to be blessed, then you will need to learn to watch your words. The reason 
the Bible says so much about words is that words matter.  Remember the story of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego?  They refused to turn their back on God.  They were sent to a lonely 
place, a fiery furnace.  What happened when they got in the furnace?  There was a fourth man 
in the furnace.  Jesus stepped down out of heaven and joined them in the furnace.  In their 
wilderness, in their lonely place.  Don’t hate your lonely place.

Remember the story of Israel, where  God delivers them from the slavery and bondage 



of Egypt into the wilderness.  They were intentionally taken to the wilderness.  They were not 
supposed to spend 40 years there.  They went to Mount Saini and spent two years there, so they 
could learn how to praise and worship and to learn to follow and appreciate God’s Word.  God 
only intended for them to be in the wilderness for two years.  You see, God will intentionally 
take you to the wilderness, but it is up to you as to how long you will stay there.  Israel was not 
intended to stay in the wilderness for 40 years.  They stayed there that long because it was their 
fault.

John 5 talks about the man at the pool of Bethesda.  There were many there who were 
sick waiting for the moving of the waters.  The waters were stirred by an angel and the first in 
after the stirring was made well of the disease that was afflicting them.  There was a man that 
had been there 38 years.  Jesus saw the man there and said to him, “Do you wish to be well?”  
This man gave excuses as to why he didn’t get in.  In verse 8, Jesus told him to pick up his 
pallet, get up, and walk.  This man is a type and shadow of Israel; they wandered for 38 years, 
and so did he.  If you read this, you will see this man had friends that would bring him every 
day to the pool.  It wasn’t every day that the angel came down and stirred the waters; it was 
only at certain seasons.  This man’s friends would carry him down to the pool every day, but 
when the angel stirred the waters, they would jump in before him.  Who are the friends you are 
hanging out with?

You need a miracle.  You need someone who is going to pick you up and throw you in 
the water.  Ladies, you need a husband who is Godly enough to call you out.  Do you know 
what happens with most women when they get angry with their husbands, you know what I’m 
talking about when momma ain’t happy ain’t nobody happy.  We need husbands who will say, 
baby, you’re wrong.  You need people in your life that when you are not getting up and jumping 
in the pool, they will throw you in.  You don’t need to be around people who are going to sit 
there and commiserate with you.  When you are in your wilderness, you are not getting out.  
The children of Israel had to wander for 38 years because they murmured, they complained, 
they ran their mouth.  The man at the pool of Bethesda had a victim mentality.  When God 
asked him Do you want to get well, his answer wasn’t yes; God would have healed him at yes, 
instead he complained and blamed it on everyone else.

You are never going to get anywhere with God if you have a victim mentality.  You need 
to quit blaming others; you need just to shut up and look in the mirror and say YOU!!  You 
may be right, others may have been bad to you, but YOU determine how long you stay in your 
wilderness, YOU determine how long you stay in your lonely place.  The reason the animal 
goes off when giving birth is because of the after birth, the smell, the vulnerability.  You see, 



when you give birth to something new in your life, you look different, you smell different, you 
act differently — all of a sudden you used to be able to do things that you can no longer do.  
When you change, the people you once thought were your friends are now your predators.  
They are now hunting you.  They are angry because you have decided to go somewhere with 
God that they haven’t decided to go.  

The predators are now talking about you, making up lies about you, causing problems 
with you.  Do you wonder why you are struggling with your family, or with your job or with a 
relationship?  It’s because you’re in a lonely place.  I’m going to tell you this, it’s one thing if it’s 
for a short time, but when it’s not, you need to be looking at you because you may be keeping 
yourself there.  Ask yourself if you have a victim mentality that is keeping you there.  You 
know Jesus spent 40 days in the wilderness, Israel spent 40, that’s another type and shadow, but 
he didn’t stay there, because he didn’t have a mentality that would ruin him.

Mark 1 shows us how God wants to take care of you in your lonely place.  Verse 13 says 
he was in the wilderness being tempted by Satan for 40 days.  He was with wild beasts, and 
angels were ministering to Him.  Think about that; Jesus is hanging out with wild beasts.  The 
angels are ministering to Him.  You may say, “I am losing all my friends.”  Well then Jesus will 
send a wild beast to be your friend if He needs to, but more importantly, He wants to send 
angels to minister to you, to care for you.  You can’t give up your momma or your best friend, 
and that is why you are stuck in your lonely place when Jesus is saying if you just let them go, I 
will minister to you.  You see, you are up in the stirrups, and you are pushing.  You are feeling 
isolated, but the angels want to minister to you.

If you are going through a lonely place, a wilderness, guess what?  God wants to 
minister to you.  Remember, new levels will bring new devils.  John 15:15 Jesus is talking to His 
12 disciples, and He says, I don’t want to call you My servants, the Greek word there literally 
is slaves, I want to call you My friends.  Jesus did not want a slave mentality.  When you first 
get saved, you have a lot of people around you.  When you get taken in the wilderness place, a 
lonely place, you start to declutter your friend’s list.  You can’t go where God wants to take you 
with a bunch of baggage.  Do you want to hold on to those people, or do you want to follow 
Jesus?  

God ordained the lonely place, but you determine how long you stay in your 
wilderness.  Five key areas will keep you in your lonely place or your wilderness:

1. Complaining



2. A victim mentality, blaming everyone else

3. Unhappy people, always wanting more

4. People who are ruled by their feelings and emotions

5. Those with whom you hang around with

I challenge you, start deleting people in your life.  Don’t let unhealthy people speak into 
your life.  Some of you may have to give up parents, and that is not good.  The Bible says with 
long life He will honor those who honor their parents, but if all they are going to speak is strife 
and religion and cause you trouble then you can love them and respect them, but you still don’t 
have to give them apart.  If you want to get out of your wilderness place, your lonely place, after 
the preordained time, then do it.   

“But if you bite and devour one another, take care that you are not consumed by one another.” 

Galatians 5:15 NASB

You may have people in your life that love to gossip, that love to cause strife.  If people 
come to you to talk about others, then they are going to others to talk about you.  Paul warns 
us of this in this verse.  If you want out of your lonely place if you want God to open the doors 
to the dream that He told you is yours, if you want God to do things in your life then you need 
to declutter your friend’s list, you need to avoid people who gossip and cause strife.  You need 
to quit complaining, get rid of your victim mentality.  Start being happy.  Quit living in your 
feelings and emotions and get rid of some folks!  Some of you, the best diet you can have is not 
to lose weight it is to cut people off.  

Let me tell you a story.  A friend of mine was in the emergency room watching a heart 
monitor go up and down.  He asked the Lord if a person is healthy, then why wouldn’t it just 
be a steady line?  The Lord spoke to him and said because life has ups and downs.  Some of 
you know what God has for you. He has shared His plans for your life.  Or maybe He has just 
promised you that something is coming and you are in a lonely place.  You must ask yourself 
am I in this lonely place right now because this is an ordained season, how long did God 
ordain me to be in my wilderness place?  But also ask Him, and He may tell you that you are 
there longer because you won’t quit certain things.  You may not live in God’s promised land 
because of these things.  You see, the Children of Israel walked in, looked at the promised land 
and got the negative report that there were giants there, then they went right back to thinking 
carnally.  That is why they were stuck.  They were living in their feelings and emotions.  There 



is nothing wrong with feelings and emotions; there is only something wrong when they dictate 
to you your life.  It is just like having children.  There is nothing wrong with having children, 
but there is something wrong when your children dictate your life.  If you let your children 
control your life, or if you let them have a place in your life, they are not supposed to, then they 
become wrong.  Ismael of himself was not wrong, but he was wrong in Abraham’s life because 
he was born out of feeling and emotion.  

It’s time to declutter your friend’s list; you’ve got some people you need to cut off from 
your life.  You don’t need to be mean or rude.  Just quietly do it, separate yourself.  They are 
going to notice it, and you will need to be prepared for the criticism, that is why you do it 
only when God tells you to do it, not just because a preacher spoke a sermon.  Do it when God 
speaks to your life.  It is time for you to declutter.  God wants you to understand this; if you 
want to go to new levels, there will be new devils.  If you want to go someplace new, you can’t 
bring the past with you.

     

   



CHAPTER 3 
ISHMAEL

Just because something is simple doesn’t make it deep.  Love and hate are two very 
powerful words.  Why is it we use the word hate so sparingly, and we use the word love so 
liberally?  This chapter is going to talk about saying goodbye to sin.  I want to go over a passage 
in the Bible that is very familiar. If you turn on the news, you will hear daily about the battles 
between the Muslim, the Palestinian, and the Jewish people.  It is a battle that goes back and 
predates any of this.  It goes back to the time of Abraham.  

You may know that in the book of Hebrews, it tells us that Abraham is the father 
of faith.  He called things that aren’t as though they were.  When he was 75 years old, God 
spoke to his heart and told him, “You are going to be the father of many nations.”  He had no 
children.  But God is a God that does not look at what a person is; He looks at what a person 
can be.  There are people all over that are busy looking at what they used to be or what other 
people used to be, and they are not looking at what they were created to be.  I looked a person 
straight in the eyes one time and asked, “When will you see you the way I see you?”  They 
looked at me with eyes that did not grasp what I said.  So, I asked them again.  See, people of 
faith, just like Abraham call things that aren’t as though they were.  God calls things that aren’t 
as though they were.  

“Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, Be taken up and cast into the sea, and does 

not doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says is going to happen, it will be granted 

him.”  Mark 11:23 NASB

How can I have what I say if I don’t say it before I’ve got it?  



The Lord God has the final say and makes the final declaration.  The Lord God’s 
opinion matters.  Why do you tarry between two opinions?  Why do you look for and seek 
opinions that are not God’s?  Why do you waste your time looking here or there, from man to 
woman, or others, looking for someone to speak over you when God already has?  God declares 
today, that it is time for people who will rise and hear what He says, not what religion or man 
says, not what preachers say, not what denominations say, but what God says.  God created the 
world with His words.  God declares what we are with His words.

When Abraham was 100 years old, Isaac was born.  Before Isaac was born, his wife, 
Sarah had decided that God had taken too long to fulfill His promise of a son, so she took her 
handmaiden named Hagar and went to her husband Abraham and said God promised you that 
you were going to be a father of many nations.  I love you and revere you, Abraham, I stand 
with you, and I look up to you, you are a man of integrity, a man of honor, you’re a Godly man.  
I want all of God’s plans to be fulfilled in your life.  So, Sarah said, I want you to sleep with my 
young handmaiden Hagar and have a son.  Abraham wasn’t protecting his wife.  He heard her, 
he was stimulated in his nether regions, and he did not protect his wife from herself.  Women, 
you need to understand that if you have a Godly man that you love and adore, he not only has 
to protect you from others, his job is also to protect you from yourself.  But God helps you if 
you bring him trouble.  Men, God, help you if you do not protect your wife.  Men, you need 
to take a 1 Corinthians approach to marriage.  You need to cover your wife, protect your wife, 
and seal your wife. You need to let her be praised for her greatness.

So, Abraham goes and sleeps with Hagar, and they have a boy, and his name is Ishmael.  
Ishmael is daddy’s little buddy.  He is his hunting partner and fishing partner.  They catch the 
ball game together, and they play games together.  They have a loving friendship.  Abraham is 
constantly sharing with him things and ministering to him because he loves his son.  There 
is no bond, like a father and a son or a father and a daughter.  I’m not saying it’s not special 
with a mother, but if you want to know who a child belongs to, they don’t check the blood of 
the baby to find out who the mother is they do it to find out who the daddy is.  Momma is 
the heart of the home, but daddy is the head of the home.  A child desperately needs a daddy.  
Abraham and Ishmael were close.  

Sarah gets pregnant, and they have a baby now, and they name him Isaac.   It was 
Sarah’s idea that he sleep with Hagar and have Ishmael.  Instantaneously now, Sarah has begun 
to turn her back; she has begun to nag.  The Bible says better to live on the roof than with a 
nagging woman.  Women let me say something here.  If you want to turn your husband’s heart 
away from you, begin to be a nagger.   When you nag a man, you will never get to his heart.  



When you go up and cozy up close and look at him with your eyes and flash your beautiful 
smile that he fell in love with, you will hold his heart in your hand.  You see, the devil will 
get women to nag so the devil can turn him off.  If you say how come my husband listens 
sometimes, and sometimes he doesn’t?  It’s because you nag him.  He does not even realize it.  
He does it because God does not speak to us in our spirits like that, and we are a spirit.  If he is 
a Godly man and he is getting nagged, since that is how he has been made and conditioned to 
communicate, he will turn you off.

So, Sarah, who has asked him to do it, is now nagging him and is turning on him.  In 
Genesis, it says, 

“and the child grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast on the day 
that Isaac was weaned.  Now Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, who she had born to 
Abraham mocking.” Genesis 21:8-9 NASB

Ishmael was mocking his little brother.  I’m telling you there isn’t anything like a 
momma bear when she thinks her baby is being mocked. 

“Wherefore, she said to Abraham, drive out this maid and her son, for the son of this 
maid shall not be an heir with my son Isaac.” Genesis 21:10 NASB

Powerful words.  Months ago, she was telling him to sleep with this woman, telling 
him it was God’s plan.  Now she won’t even call Hagar a woman; she calls her a maid.  She is 
the help.  Women, you need to watch your mouth because some of the things you once called 
godly, you are now cursing.  You are eating the fruit of your words.  

 ah was just as much responsible for Abraham’s sin, but it was Abraham’s job to 
protect her, and he didn’t.   Genesis 21:11 says, “And the matter distressed Abraham greatly 
because of his son.”  You see, he didn’t mind getting rid of Hagar, he didn’t want to get rid of 
Ishmael.  You may be asking yourself, how can she give him children and he not want to be her 
husband?  You see, the problem is this, Abraham never loved Hagar.  Some of you women are 
crying and asking, “why does this man not love me?”  The problem is this: he never did.  You 
need to stop crying over the love of a man you never had.  Why let the devil hold you in pain 
today over the love of a dad you never had, or the love of a man you never had?  

Abraham was distressed because it was a matter of his son.   

“But God spoke to Abraham, do not be distressed because of this lad and the maid.  Whatever 



Sarah tells you, listen to her.  For throughout Isaac, your descendants shall be named.”  

Genesis 21:12 NASB

Sarah sinned, but God didn’t hold it against her because Abraham didn’t protect her.  
How can your wife be perfect?  Because it is the husband’s job to protect.  Women, if you can 
find a man who will love you like 1 Corinthians 13, if you will find a man that will cover you,  
he will be stubborn and at times even frustrate you, but if you can find this man, you will have 
a loyal man until the day you die.  God said to Abraham, listen to Sarah, I gave you Sarah.  
Most would be running around saying, “I got into this problem because of this woman.”  But 
see, Abraham had already accepted that it was his fault, he wasn’t holding a grudge against 
Sarah, he loved her.  You see ladies, some of you are in love with men that are not in love with 
you.  Abraham wasn’t in love with Hagar.  He was in love with Sarah.  

God still loved Sarah, and God said to Abraham, I’m going to work through Sarah.  
Isn’t it amazing, Sarah told him to commit adultery, Sarah told him to ignore God, and now 
God is using her?  Do you know what the problem is?  So many men are expecting women 
to be perfect when you are not.  If you’re not perfect, you don’t have the right to expect that 
of your wife.  God may have tried to bring you a woman that he designed, but you didn’t like 
her for any amount of reasons, well let me tell you something when God brings her into your 
life, don’t you settle for Hagar.  I heard a story of a gorgeous young girl with an unbelievably 
gorgeous heart who was raised in a broken home.  She was promiscuous, but running from 
man to man did not fulfill her.  She said I’m not doing this again.  One time she was visiting 
with a man, wasn’t even a boyfriend, just a man, and he asked her if she wanted to fool around, 
and she said yes.  Just a few short days later, she started to feel the symptoms of herpes.  Let me 
tell you, shortly after that, she gave her hands into the hands of another woman and asked God 
to forgive her.  Asked God to speak into her life and set her free, and He did.  If a man is smart, 
he will come along and see her as a new creation.  He won’t see her as a person that had herpes, 
won’t see her as a promiscuous person, he won’t see her past.  He will only see her future.  She 
has the potential to have an amazing heart because she was a Hagar, but some man is going to 
make her a Sarah.

“And of the son of the maid, I will make a nation also because he is your descendant.”  Genesis 

21:13 NASB

God is saying, listen, I am going to bless you because this child is yours.  This child was 
born out of sin, but God is still going to bless him.  



“So Abraham rose early in the morning and took the bread and a skin of water and gave them 

to Hagar, putting them on her shoulder and gave her the boy and sent her away.  She departed 

and wandered about the wilderness of Beersheba.  And the water in the skin was used up, and 

she left the boy under one of the bushes. Then she went and sat down opposite of him about a 

bowshot away from where she said do not let me see the boy die.  And she sat opposite of him 

and lifted her voice and wept.  And God heard the lad crying, and the angel of God called to 

Hagar from heaven and said to her, what is the matter with you, Hagar?  Do not fear, for God 

has heard the voice of the lad where he is.  He says, do not fear Hagar we know who his father 

is.” Genesis 21:14-18 NASB

 Let me say this to women who have children and are divorced and are remarried or 
going to be remarried.  If you do not let him father them, don’t bring him into their life.  Don’t 
ever use the term step-dad, step-mom, you are a dad, or you are a mom.  No step.  If you do not 
let a man father your children, don’t let them be in the home.  If they don’t have a Godly father 
and you marry a Godly one, God will bless those children because of him.  God will look at 
those children, and if mom is Godly, but dad is not, and a new dad comes in, God says, I’m 
going to bless those children because of this man.  If they embrace him, God will bless them.  
Don’t make sure he is Mr. Perfect.  Make sure he is Mr right, not Mr right now.  

God told Abraham, I want you to get rid of your son.  So, Abraham took Ishmael, his 
buddy, his son that he loves, and took him over and set him under a tree.  Can you imagine as 
he began to walk away, and Ishmael began to cry out, Daddy what’s wrong?  Daddy, what are 
you doing?  Daddy, did I do something wrong?  Ishmael cried and said, Dad if I did something 
wrong, I’ll fix it.  Daddy, please love me.  Daddy, can I have one more hug?  Daddy?  Daddy, 
where are you going?  Can you imagine a child whose father is leaving them?  Imagine the 
emotions of Abraham saying goodbye.  For all of his natural life, I bet there was not a day that 
went by that Ishmael did not think of his father nor that Abraham did not think of his son.  
Can you imagine the hurt, the pain, and the grief?

Here is the reason Abraham had to give up Ishmael; it was not because God did not 
love Ishmael or because God despised him.  It was because Abraham had to experience that 
Ishmael was a product of sin and unbelief.  Unbelief is simply taking sides against God’s Word. 
You see, Ishmael my friends, represents sin.  That is why the Bible tells you to guard your heart.  
When you are dating and the moment you know it is someone you are not going to marry, you 
must break up with them.  You do not want to become so attached that you give your heart 
only to have it crushed.  I know a woman who did not want to marry a man, but her parents 



told her she had to, so she did, and she suffered for it.  I know a man who was supposed to get 
married, and he went to his dad and said, Dad, I’m not supposed to marry this woman.  His 
dad said son, you’re just nervous you need to marry her, so he did, and he suffered for it.  See, 
sin comes with a great cost.  Abraham does not see Ishmael as sin.  He sees his boy, his rosy 
cheeks, his long dark hair.  You ask someone who is trying to get delivered from a drug; they 
don’t see it as a drug.  They see it as a companion, as a friend.  You ask someone trying to get 
delivered from an eating disorder, and you ask what is normal about putting your finger down 
your throat?  They don’t think of it like that.  Many won’t even say putting your finger down 
your throat; they call it purging or letting go.  They don’t see it as sin because they fall in love 
with it.

That is what the devil does; when he gets you to fall in love with sin, you don’t look at it 
the same.  Some of you are struggling right now in your life because God has told you to give 
up things that are a sin, let go of things that are a sin, and you are in love with it.  You don’t 
see sin; you see Ishmael.  There are people that God has told to start tithing.  You don’t see it 
as planting a seed, you see it as money lost.  It is a sin when you don’t tithe.  Some of you have 
boyfriends or girlfriends you won’t get rid of, tv shows you won’t stop watching, books you 
won’t stop reading, or music you won’t stop listening to.  Drinking is not a problem, but God 
has told you that for you, it is, and you won’t give it up.  Maybe even you have, but you crave 
it because you won’t deal with it.  It is not that these things in and of itself are a sin, but they 
can be.  Whatever it is that is keeping you from Christ is a sin.  When we fall in love with our 
sin, that is when we get into trouble.  When we settle for less than God’s best in our lives, there 
will be consequences that will accompany us.  Abraham could have never experienced his full 
potential in Christ had he not let Ishmael go.

I had dinner recently with some friends that are not Christians.  They are lost, but 
they are genuinely nice people.  The woman commented on her dislike with Christians.  I 
share it with her.  I hate religion.  I don’t like a lot of Christians; they give Jesus a bad name.  
If you are not going to live a Biblical life, please quit telling people you are a Christian.  You 
make it difficult for those of us that have the heart to seek and save those that are lost.  Once 
unbelievers learn that God cannot stand religion either, they will be fine.  See, when Christians 
fall in love with their sin, it causes great turmoil because you don’t see it as sin and others do.  
They see you as a hypocrite, a failure, or a lost cause.  When the need comes to get rid of sin 
and say goodbye to your Ishmael, when it’s time to tell your Ishmael you’ve got to go; you’ve 
got to stand up and be bold.  You’ve got to make the decision that enough is enough.  You’ve 
got to look your sin in the eye and say, I will no longer be your servant.  God does not promise 
it is going to be easy.  It is going to be difficult to say goodbye to your Ishmael.  The longer 



Ishmael has been in your life, the more it hurts to say goodbye.  The harder it will be to say, 
“You have to go.” God is calling you out today.  God is declaring to you today to say goodbye to 
your Ishmael.  

Regardless of your color or your age, saying goodbye to your Ishmael is not easy.   
While Ishmael is representative of your sin, when we personalize sin, it takes on a personality.  
While I know many would like to be given deep intellectual directions on how to say goodbye 
to your Ishmael, the answer, while easy to explain, is difficult to do.  You walk away from it, 
while it calls your name fondly, or when it is whispering sweet nothings in your ear, you walk 
away.  

I know a pastor’s wife who God has miraculously delivered from an eating disorder.  
While she was going through the process of saying goodbye to her Ishmael, many people told 
her, you will go back to it when times get tough.  When you experience something bad, it will 
always be there. What they did not understand was that this woman had had enough.  Her 
Ishmael was let go, and she never took him back.  Did he call?   Did he whisper to her when 
times were not easy, that I am willing to come back?  Yes.  But she never let him back.

Your Ishmael may be an adulterous relationship, an eating disorder, lying, alcoholism, 
drug abuse, or any number of sins.  But when it is personal, when it becomes part of you, or 
you have made it a part of your identity, and not a one-time mistake, it is an Ismael.  Trust me, 
my brothers and sisters; today is the day to let your Ishmael go.  And determine in your heart 
to never welcome him back.



CHAPTER 4 
THE ORDER OF BREAKING BREAD

The table is set, the turkey is done, the feast is waiting.  Take a journey back into your 
life, let’s explain where you are on God’s pattern, where you are on your road map.  We have 
men who clamor for another to tell us who we are.  We have young men who are being raised 
without men who can hold them and speak into their lives and tell them who they are.  We 
have sons crying out saying; “Daddy, tell me who I am.”  We need to tell our sons that it is ok 
if when they get to High School, they don’t know what they are going to do when they turn 
eighteen.  We have women who are having babies with men who are not men because they 
didn’t have a dad.  

Mark 6 talks about the feeding of the five thousand.  It says;

“And he took the five loaves and the two fish and looking up toward heaven, He blessed the 

food and broke the loaves, and He kept giving them to the disciples to set before them, and He 

divided up the two fish among them all.  Mark 6:41 NASB

He took the bread, He blessed the bread, He broke the bread, and He gave the bread.  
Mark 8  talks about feeding the four thousand.  It says;

“And He directed the multitude to sit down on the ground and to take the seven loaves, 
He gave thanks, and He broke them and started giving them.” Mark 8:6 NASB

Once again, Jesus took the bread, Jesus blessed the bread, Jesus broke the bread, and 
Jesus gave the bread.  Luke 24 tells us about Jesus after he has died and resurrected.  He is on 
the road to Emmaus.  It says; 

“Behold two of them, were going that very day to a village named Emmaus, which 
was about seven miles to Jerusalem.  And they were conversing with each other about all 
these things which had taken place.  And it came about that while they were conversing and 
discussing, Jesus Himself approached by and began traveling with them.  But their eyes were 



prevented from recognizing Him.”  Luke 24:13-16 NASB

Later in the chapter its says; 

“And it came about that when He had reclined at the table with them, He took the 
bread, He blessed it, He broke it, and He gave it to them.  And their eyes were open, and they 
realized Him, and He vanished from their sight.” Luke 24:30-31 NASB

People are by instinct, a people of habit;  they develop habits, and they stick with them.  
Husbands watch your wives.  They will tell you about themselves by their facial expressions 
and their tone of voice.  Wives, your husbands will tell you about themselves if you will listen.  
People follow their habits.  Jesus had just died, and His disciples were broken.  Although many 
times He had prophesied about who He was.  Jesus had habits, before every meal He took the 
bread, blessed the bread, broke the bread, and gave the bread.  It is who He was; it was a habit 
with Him.  It wasn’t anything with deep spiritual significance with Him.  

My father was a businessman, and before he hired anyone, he always took them to 
dinner.  One of the things he watched for was if people salted their food before they tried 
it.  People who salt and pepper their food before they try it means that they are prone to 
prejudging.  They assume that they know it is not good.  It doesn’t matter if you are deer 
hunting or fishing you have habits.  I have been told that before I say something deep, I will 
lick my fingers.  We all have habits.  That is how we get to know people.  

Jesus’ two disciples had no doubt followed Him.  They loved Him and had seen His 
miracles, watched Him lay hands on blind people, and healed people off their cots.  They had 
relaxed at His home in Capernaum.  They had watched Him feed the five thousand.  They had 
eaten with Him privately, and they had eaten with Him in public.  They had watched Jesus 
go through the mock court trial that He did not deserve.  They knew Him; they loved the 
Messiah; they loved Jesus.  There is nothing wrong with love.  It is an emotion and a feeling, 
but it is also a prerequisite to life.  We need love.  That is why the Bible says God is love.  All 
feelings and emotions are by themselves alone, not wrong, but they must be kept in the right 
attitude.  God is love, and love is an emotion.  Sex in a marriage can be true love.  You cannot 
make love without sex, but you can have sex without love.  That is why women can go and 
sleep with men they know do not love them and say, maybe he will love me if I do this or that.  
Maybe somebody will love me.  Who will love me?  

When you begin to understand the order of breaking bread, you must go back and first 
study these two disciples.  They have walked with Jesus.  They know Him.  They are broken 



and in emotional pain, even though Jesus said: “I will rise again.”  They, like most of us, forgot 
God’s promise of provision when being overwhelmed by their feelings and emotions of pain.  
Jesus tells them I’m going to rise again in three days, but they have no concept of this.  Their 
pain so blinds them that they cannot see Jesus walking the road to Emmaus with them.  

It is a seven-mile journey from where they meet Jesus to where they get to Emmaus.  It 
is a twenty-three-mile journey that they took.  So, for twenty-three miles, they walked blinded.  
Their eyes are down, they are hurting and upset.  They are in their emotions and feelings, their 
pain.  Have you ever tried to date or be in a relationship with a woman while she is in her pain?  
She cannot see anything other than her pain.  All she sees is the men that she has unwisely 
slept with or the marriages that have been broken.  All she sees is the alcohol or the drugs,  the 
cutting or eating disorders.  All she sees is ugly.  Our sisters are buried in their pain.  They 
cry out, asking God, “Where are you?”   He is right there, but they cannot see Him.  It’s true 
of men that we internalize our pain because no one wants to listen to us.  We lie and teach 
our sons that real men don’t cry, but real men do.  Real men are not afraid to be vulnerable.  
Real men are not afraid to let people see tears drip out of their eyes and down their cheeks.  
Not because they are an emotional basket case, but because they are overwhelmed with the 
goodness of God’s grace, His mercy, and the great gifts He has given us. 

These men take this seven-mile journey with Jesus.  They have no idea who He is.  He 
asks what is wrong and they tell Him that Jesus is dead, and He has not resurrected, and yet 
He is standing next to them.  They have no clue because their pain blinds them.  They cannot 
see Him.  Our children grow up blinded by pain, when they are barely old enough to walk, 
they are being told “shut-up, I don’t like your voice, I don’t like the way you talk, or I don’t like 
the way you eat,”  Our sons and our daughters are broken.  Wives will tell husbands to shut-
up or talk over him.  Every man knows there is nothing worse than when a woman asks you a 
question and then speaks over you as if your words don’t matter.  Broken.  

Being good Jews, they said to Jesus, would you like to stay here and eat with us?   He 
sits with them at the table.  They are eating, sitting at the table and they still don’t know it is 
Him.  My wife has characteristics that even when we were young, I could hear her, and I would 
know it was her.  She still does them.  They were blinded by their pain.  We, as men, know just 
as much as women, what it feels like to be blinded by our pain.  We know what it is like to work 
with people who don’t respect us, to have children who treat us like trash.  To live in a house 
with a woman who won’t talk, to go to work to provide, but come home to silence.  Instead of 
coming home to feel like you are the king of the castle, you come home and feel like you are 
a junkyard worker.  We know what it’s like to have our wives talk poorly about us.  There is 



nothing worse than a wounded man.  As they are sitting down with Jesus, they begin to eat, 
and He goes into His habit.  He takes the bread, blesses the bread, breaks the bread, and gives 
the bread.  The moment He does, the Bible says their eyes are opened, and they see that it is 
Him and He vanishes, He is gone.

It was in that one moment that He flashed them like He flashed Moses on the mountain 
and said, “It’s me, I’m alive.”  Then He is gone.  Why?  Because they know He is a God of order.  
1 Corinthians 14:40 tells us to let everything be done decently and in order.  God operates in 
order.  It’s how He lives; it’s how He exists; it’s how He moves.  If Jesus does anything, it is for a 
reason.  So, we must look at His order of breaking bread to figure out what does this have to do 
with me?

The first thing Jesus does is He always takes us.  This is a moment where every man, 
woman, boy, and the girl will bow their knee and say, “I want to be a believer; I want to get 
saved.”  For me, I was seven years old.  Dr. Lanny Johnson, in his office in Okemos, Michigan, 
led me to the Lord.  That is where I accepted Jesus.  God took me.  God will always take you.  
I want to share something with you; you cannot capture a man’s heart; he must give it.  It’s 
the same way with salvation.  God wants to stand at hell’s door and grab every person who 
sentences themselves there.  Did you hear what I said?  You send yourself to hell.  God has only 
sent one person to hell, and that is Jesus.  Everyone else sends themselves.  God stands there 
on the precipice of eternity and watches men and women sending themselves to hell, wanting 
to capture you and bring you back, but He loved you enough not to make you an animal.  He 
gave you free moral will.  It was a gift.  He wants to capture you, but He cannot, only you can 
surrender your heart.

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, that whosoever believes in 

Him shall not perish but have everlasting life.” John 3:16 NASB

The word believes here means trust in and follow.  Whosoever is anyone, no matter the 
color of your skin, your ethnicity, or your sins.  There is forgiveness for every single person.  He 
takes us; it’s the first part of the order of breaking bread.  You come to Him.  Maybe you are a 
fornicator, an adulterer, a child molester, a bank robber, or a murderer.  No matter what it is, 
the moment you give Him your heart, He takes you.  

I was recently traveling on an airplane, and I was sitting next to a young woman with 
a baby.  I love everything about babies.  Being a daddy is a blast.  I told someone one time that 
the only thing better than making a baby is raising a baby.  Men, we need more of you that 



understand that raising a baby is even better than making a baby.  I took this baby who had 
been crying, the momma wasn’t able to calm her, and I was able to calm the baby and help her.  
I’ve never held a baby and looked at it and said, “Awe, what a past.”  Have any of you ever held 
your newborn baby and looked at them and said, “I’m glad you’re here, but you have such a 
terrible past.”  No!  They are newborn babes!  So, why is it in the church when people get saved, 
we constantly remember what they did?  Why do we talk about their sin?  They are a new 
creature; that person doesn’t exist.  They are a newborn baby.  

The next thing God does is He blesses you.  I was talking to someone who is a new 
tither.  They had been tithing off some of their income, or tithe off the growth, but it was never 
important.  It was a religious habit.  To make it more clear, all of the money they tithed, they 
wasted.  They couldn’t understand why they had not gotten a raise, and now they tithe on the 
gross, and they had an extra three hundred dollars they shouldn’t have had.  Why did they 
have the extra?  Because they began to understand the tithe.  This is why you see God blessing 
new believers.  Have you ever heard old believers who say, “I have been serving God for forty 
years, how come that kid gets saved and gets all his prayers answered, and God doesn’t answer 
mine?”  That is because you have been saved forty years and you haven’t moved.  Your pastor 
has to trim your mustache to shove a bottle in your mouth.  Because you are a baby.  Well, 
when God gets you, He takes you, and then He blesses you.  He teaches you about faith.  He 
puts you in a position where you can learn, and your faith can grow.  

You may go through trouble or poverty.  Your self-esteem may get attacked; men 
go through it just like women.  You may turn to alcohol; you may turn to porn or drugs.  
Fornication or adultery.  You may turn to eating disorders or other things because it’s not God 
breaking you; it’s life getting real.  It’s where you now have to begin to grow in your walk.  My 
brother-in-law truly had a salvation experience, got into the Word of Faith message.  God took 
him, and God blessed him, and he was so excited.  But, when the rubber hit the road, and 
he started having to walk, God began to break off of him.   You see, God will begin to break 
things off of you that he does not want on you.  Now, my brother-in-law has turned his back 
on God and turned his back on his family.  You are taken, you are blessed, you are broken.  
The Bible never says we won’t go through difficulty.  The Bible doesn’t say the devil will never 
attack us with sickness and disease.  But it does say you’re going to win.  There is an adage that 
is not accurate, ‘if you’re not getting healed, you haven’t any faith.’  Or, ‘If you are struggling, 
you don’t have enough faith.’  No, this is not true.  Faith gets you through those.  The devil 
can come and attack you, but he doesn’t have a right to win.  Men are not trained.  They think 
struggle means failure, and so they quit.  I have never known a Godly man to divorce his wife 
unless it’s for a Biblical reason.  A Godly man will tell you if there isn’t a Biblical reason I am 



hanging on and say, “I am not going anywhere.”  A Godly man will speak security into his wife 
and say, “I love you, babe.”  A Godly man never wants his wife living in insecurity.  He doesn’t 
want her to think she has to perform in the bedroom because his secretary is good looking.  If 
she doesn’t wear makeup, tell her she is beautiful.  If she didn’t have time to make a meal, say, 
“I’ll take you out.”  Didn’t you brush your teeth?  It’s ok; I’ll brush them for you!  You haven’t 
taken a shower, well, I’ll jump in there with you, and I’ll wash your hair.  It’s the process of 
being taken, blessed, and broken.  I want to tell you men something; you are not going to get a 
Godly woman who hasn’t been broken.

The bread looked good on the table when He took it, it looked good when He blessed it, 
but it’s never given and eaten until it’s broken.  The last step is; God wants to give you.  Some of 
you need to quit looking back at being broken because often the brokenness is our fault.  You 
went through brokenness because you failed.  You went through brokenness, and it was longer 
than it had to be because of your mistakes.  You see, you thought spending time with your 
favorite loved one was your right, but it was your blessing.  He takes you; He blesses you.  They 
may have held you close and prayed in tongues over you.  You probably spent time with that 
person and enjoyed them.  You loved them because they loved you, and they had your heart.  
They blessed you.   Now you have gone through a season of brokenness, and you look back at 
that blessing.  But my friends, you must understand, if you look back at the blessing fondly, 
then what you are saying to God is ‘I want to go through the breaking again.’  This is why 
some people continually go through the cycle of being broken because you would go through 
brokenness and want to go back to where you were being blessed.  You need to quit looking 
backward and start looking forward to a new season.  Now is the time when the Spirit of God 
would say unto you, ‘I want to give you!’

He wants to give you to make you great.  He wants us to be able to minister to other 
people.  He wants us to be the ‘special person’ to bless others.  He wants us to take them 
and pray over them.  He wants us to bless others so we can stand with them through their 
brokenness because we have gone through ours.  Just like that pastor’s wife, who had an eating 
disorder and someone told them they would go back to it because they would look at it fondly.  
No, you are not!  Never again!!  You will never pick up another glass of alcohol.  You will never 
again do another drug.  You will never cut again, and you will never go to bed with anybody 
that isn’t your spouse ever, ever, ever again because you went through your brokenness.  You 
are not going through it again.  A loaf of bread is taken once, it is blessed once, it is broken 
once, but it can be given multiple times.  It never was intended to be taken, blessed and broken 
again.  



It is time to come out of your broken season.  Admit to what you did, recognize it was 
a period of brokenness but declare I am coming out!  It is time to GIVE!!!  He takes us; He 
blesses us. He breaks us, all so He can give us.  Some of you think you can go to work every 
day, come home and watch TV all night and then go to church on Sunday and repeat the 
process.  Some of you need a vision for your life because you still live in your brokenness, it 
haunts you.  You may go to the store with your spouse and see someone you once slept with, so 
you feel you need to hide.  You want people to like you, so you make poor decisions.  Jesus was 
recognized by His closest followers, not by His scent, not by His face, not by His nailed scarred 
hands.  They recognized him because of His order in doing things.  

I have just pointed out God’s order.  He takes, blesses, breaks and gives.  Many of you 
are in the breaking process or through the breaking process, and you have not gotten to the 
giving because you are still looking back at the blessing saying, I miss that.  I miss that special 
person, them telling me they loved me.  There is nothing like a legacy, but don’t get caught up 
in the past.  

We do not walk this Christian life to make ourselves feel better; we walk it because it’s 
real.  I would not want my father, who has passed away to come back because I would not want 
to take him away from his father and grandfather, who are in heaven with him.  As much as 
I need my dad, I know that he needed his.  I had my dad for 43 years.  He had him for 13.  He 
never looked in the rearview mirror at those 13 years wanting to go back.  He decided that he 
was going to spend his life-giving, and my dad poured it into his sons.  He spent his life giving.  
If you are a man, you may not have had a Godly dad to show you, but you can spend your life 
giving to your sons or to others who are hurt.

Many who read this have been through hurt; many have a million reasons and excuses 
as to why you should be bitter and angry.  That is all they are,  excuses.  Become real; it’s time 
to quit looking in the rearview mirror of your life.  The Bible says behold all things become 
new.  It’s time to embrace your new reality and understand that God’s process is not to live 
in the broken.  It’s to live in the giving.  He takes you. He blesses you. He breaks you so that 
He can give you.  He can turn you into the seed.  You may say, “but my kids have turned their 
backs on me.”  Ok, well He can give you new kids.  “My grandchildren have been taken from 
me.”  Well, He can give you more grandchildren.  Get out of the broken.  Let Him take you, 
bless you, and break you so He can get to the giving.

Their emotions and feelings so blinded the men on the road to Emmaus that for 
twenty-three miles they didn’t see Him.  Sixteen of those miles, He wasn’t with them, but 



for seven miles He was.  They didn’t see Him.  Amid your broken past, God wants you to 
understand this; He has been right next to you the entire time.  Even when you rejected Him 
and turned your back against Him, He is waiting for you to come home.  In the story of the 
prodigal son, what no one understands is that with each step away, the prodigal son got, the 
father’s heart stayed right behind him.  He may have traveled one-hundred miles away from 
him, but the moment he turned, his father was right there.  You can’t go back to the loved one 
who blessed you, but you can determine that you can be a loved one to someone else.  Or, you 
can take the love to the grave.  I’d rather hundreds of people say, that person loved me and 
then they take it to thousands, and then they take it to tens of thousands.  It’s the principle of 
the seed.  You, as one person may only affect three to five people, they can go out and affect 
more.  If this kept happening, it would not take long to usher in revival.  Some of you that are 
reading this need to ask another to forgive you.  Or you may need to forgive yourself.  Get past 
the broken so that you can be given.   



CHAPTER 5 
TAKE UP YOUR PALLET

“A man was there who had been ill for thirty-eight years.  When Jesus saw him lying there and 

knew that he had already been a long time in that condition, He said to him, ‘Do you wish to 

get well?’ The sick man answered Him, ‘Sir, I have no man to put me into the pool when the 

water is stirred up, but while I am coming, another steps down before me.’  Jesus said to him, 

‘Get up, pick up your pallet and walk.’  And immediately the man became well and took up his 

pallet and began to walk.” John 5:5-9 NASB

It is time for the church to begin to stand up.  In New York, they passed a bill that says 
not only can you have an abortion, but you can also birth your baby and then kill it.  Murder 
your child, get rid of it.  In 1 Peter 1:16, it says it is time for the church to stand up and be holy.  
In Matthew 5:14, it says it is time to stand up and be light to the world.  In John 5:8, it says to 
pick up your pallet.  Jesus is dealing with a man here who is at the pool of Bethesda.  Every day 
the angel would come down and stir the waters.  The first person to get into the waters would 
get healed.  The problem was that this man was hanging around a bunch of sick people so 
when the waters stirred, none of them thought to put him in, they were putting themselves in.  

Jesus looked at this man and asked if he wanted to get well, and the man said yes.  So, 
Jesus said then fine, pick up your pallet, and walk.  A pallet is a mat that lays on the ground 
to sleep on.  You cannot leave your pallet behind.  If you do, your family, friends, the world, 
anyone that knew you before is going to have expectations that you are coming back.  If you 
don’t pick up your pallet and take it with you, they will say, you left it here because you are 
coming back. 

God may have delivered you from any number of things, but if you leave your pallet 
others will think you are coming back to that.  God is moving you out of situations in your life, 
changing you and He is telling you, take your pallet with you. When you pick up your pallet, 
you are saying to everyone listening, “I am not coming back!”  Picking up your pallet tells 
everyone, including yourself, I don’t live there anymore.  It isn’t who I am.  



I knew a man once who got saved and was living with his girlfriend.  She got saved at 
the same time.  The day after they got saved, they came back to the church and told the pastor 
they didn’t think they were supposed to be living together, so asked if they could get married.  
The pastor offered to marry them that same day, but they wanted a big wedding.  So, the pastor 
said, you cannot live together.  This man said, “I know, I moved out this morning, and she is 
mad at me because I took my toothbrush.”  The woman was asked why she was upset, and she 
said, “Because that means he isn’t coming back.”  The man told her honey, I’m not coming back 
to spend the night until we are married, if I leave a toothbrush there, it is too easy.  

There is an old you and a new you.  There is a pallet you and a new you.  The old you 
and the new you cannot occupy the same space.  Fear and faith cannot occupy the same space.  
The prophetic and the pathetic cannot occupy the same space.  Love and hate cannot occupy 
the same space.  Your past and your future cannot occupy the same space.  The old you was 
sinful and broken.  The old you survived but never thrived.  The old you had religion, but it had 
no relationship.  The new you is saved, blood-bought, anointed and blessed.  The new you don’t 
look back at what is behind you if you are born again.  The old you is never coming back.  Pick 
up your pallet.  

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away, behold new 

things have come.”  2 Corinthians 5:17 NASB

You must forget the past and reach ahead to the new you.  

When I walk up to a store, I do not stand and wonder if the door is going to open.  I 
walk.  Why?  Because the doors will automatically open once they sense me there, and I keep 
walking.  You don’t stop and wait for them to open, you keep walking.  Some of you reading 
this are new.  You need to quit waiting for doors to open.  You need to keep walking.  1 
Corinthians 5:7 says that we walk by faith, not by sight.  Galatians 5:16 says that we walk not 
in the flesh but the Spirit.  It is time for you to pick up your pallet and walk.  The devil will not 
quit trying to bring the old you back as long as your pallet is still there.  Make a declaration 
that you are never coming back. nquered the enemy at the cross.  That is why you can possess 
all that God has.  Deuteronomy 31:8 says He will lead the way for His people.  This is why you 
keep walking.  Romans 8:37 says that we are more than conquerors through Christ.  You have 
got to leave it behind you.   

“So the Jews were saying to the man who was cured, “It is the Sabbath, and it is not 

permissible for you to carry your pallet.”  But he answered them, “He who made me well was 



the one who said to me, ‘pick up your pallet and walk.’”  John 5:10-11 NASB

The Jewish people didn’t come to him and rejoice because he was healed, they came and 
told him he couldn’t carry his pallet because it was the Sabbath.  

Can you picture religious people?  Those who go to church and claim to know God 
but deny the power. They are only looking at the parts of the Bible that they want.  They are 
looking down their long hypocritical noses at him.  This man said I am going to tell you this, 
the One that healed me, told me to carry my pallet, that is why I’m carrying it.  You didn’t 
heal me, I’ve been here for thirty-eight years, and your religion did nothing for me.  Some of 
you reading this have walked in religion for even longer than this or even less, and it never did 
anything for you.  But God is saying to you, pick up your pallet.  You will have an encounter 
with God, and your life will never be the same.  

God used the world, religion, and people deemed unqualified to you, and you are 
asking me who gives me the right to pick up my pallet?  JESUS!!  You are going to have people 
in your life that will say God won’t use you because of your past.  I want you to know that who 
religious people deemed to be unqualified; God deems to be qualified.  Pick up your pallet; you 
are not staying here anymore.  

The Spirit of the Lord declares what He says is holy.  He does not need religion to tell 
Him what is holy; He is Elohim, He will declare what is holy.  He is God.  He will call you 
places where they will have to look at you and say you can’t do it so that when you do, they 
will only be able to credit Him.  He will take you, bless you and use you.  He will do things 
with you, for you, and through you that you don’t even comprehend.  Pick up your pallet and 
declare, I am never coming back.

Who gives you a right to carry your pallet on the Sabbath? Jesus.  Don’t talk about your 
past anymore; it is what you used to be, not who you are.  Jesus doesn’t remember, so why do 
you keep reminding Him?  When you pick up your pallet, you are declaring to people; I am 
never going back.  Declare to people; I am done!  Some of you have been delivered but have 
left your pallet there because it is comfortable.  Pick it up and walk.  God wants to launch you 
but cannot if you do not pick it up.  Your chains cannot be broken if you do not pick up your 
pallet.  It is time for you to declare, I am not coming back.  I am picking up my pallet.



CHAPTER 6 
CHANGING THE NARRATIVE 

OF THE DEVIL

We need to change the narrative of the devil.  We give the devil far too much credit; 
he is a fallen angel.  The Bible tells us that we are above the angels.  In fact, as humans, we 
are going to judge angels if you are a believer.  Satan was kicked out of heaven by Michael the 
Archangel.  He is a defeated being.  We give the devil too much power.  We act like he is equal 
with Jesus, and he is not.  He has too much power in the church world because we give it to 
him.  You see, the devil is a legalist.  He can only operate on words.  He would make a great 
attorney.  Your words are a contract with him.  He can only operate in areas where we give him 
the right to operate.

I want you to understand and grasp this.  If you’re going to grow in your walk with 
the Lord, then you need to change your narrative of the devil.  In John 14:12, Jesus talks about 
being one with the Father, about Him and his Daddy being one, being equal.  For example, 
when my son and I stay at a hotel, he can call and order room service to our room and have 
it delivered because he is operating under my authority.  He has every right to be in my home 
because I am his daddy, and he is under my authority, so he has every right to be there.  Jesus 
says; 

“Truly, truly I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will also do; and 

greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.” John 14:12 NASB

(believe here means holistic giving of yourself in the Greek) 

When is the last time you laid hands on someone, and they were healed?  When was 



the last time you led someone to the Lord?  When was the last time you looked at the red words 
of the Bible, and you did them?  Jesus says; “Greater works.” When you begin to change the 
narrative of the devil, you realize your authority is much stronger than his. 

It says I’m in Dad; you’re in Me, you’re in Dad!  You know when the devil sees a Holy 
Ghost filled believer who understands the Word, the moment he sees that individual he sees 
the Father.  Let me prove it to you. I was in NYC one time at Christmas, and I was in a vehicle, 
and there was this five-foot, one-hundred-pound lady, a police officer directing traffic.  The 
Lord spoke to my heart and said, you know any one of these cars could run her over, but they 
are stopping because of the power of the badge.  The cars were not stopping because she was 
intimidating, or had polished manicured hands showing everyone how pretty her nails looked, 
they were stopping because of the badge.  The badge says she is standing there with the full 
authority of the police.  The Lord said to me, “Do you understand, that is exactly how the devil 
sees a child of God who is walking in Me?”  

You see, when the devil looks at you, and you put your hand up to say stop, he doesn’t 
look at you and say, “You’re a wimp.”  Nope, He sees your Dad!   You see, If Jesus’ family and 
friends wouldn’t accept Him (John 6:1-6) then why do you think your family and friends 
are going to accept you?  You get filled with the Holy Ghost, your life starts to change, and 
you go around asking, “Why is everyone mad at me?”  If they wouldn’t accept Jesus with the 
anointing, then why do you think they will accept you?  You see, God’s Kingdom is sufficient 
to sustain you.

I will never forget, in my ninth-grade year of High School, I had left the Christian 
School I was attending, and our family had moved up to Cadillac.  I tried out for the football 
team; I was a successful football player, not good, just a big kid.  Some kids were angry because 
I had some success early.  There were these two kids, young men that for some reason, did not 
like me.  I kept saying to my dad, “That just doesn’t make sense to me; I don’t know why they 
don’t like me; I don’t dislike them.”  He would say, “Son, why are you worried about people 
who don’t like you?  Not everyone is going to like you; you need to learn to live with that.”  
Some of you have such a weak mentality that you think everyone needs to love you.  You need 
the perfect selfie with four-hundred likes.  You will even change your hairstyle if just one 
person doesn’t like it.  You could be in a room with two-hundred people, and one-hundred 
ninety-eight people love you, but you’re going to be wondering why the two don’t.  Don’t be a 
person that lives your life that way.  Don’t be a person that is a victim.  Don’t live your life as a 
person that has to have everybody’s approval.  You need to worry about one approval in your 
life, and that is God’s.  



You are not obligated, nor does Jesus remotely expect you to worry about others’ 
approval.  It doesn’t matter what your parents, grandparents, children or friends think about 
you.  Your job is to walk in love with them, but your job is not to worry about them approving 
of you.  When you start to change the narrative of the devil’s authority, and you begin to 
understand that if they didn’t accept Jesus, they are not going to accept you, you will know 
what to worry about and what is to concern you.  If you’re married, it should concern you what 
your spouse thinks of you, but if they don’t care about you growing in the Lord and they are 
angry about it, then you shouldn’t care.   

Women let me tell you something; the Bible says you are to submit to your husband.  
The Bible also says that husbands are to love their wives like Christ loves the church.  If your 
husband loves you like Christ loves the church, then your job is to submit to him.  If he is not, 
then you’re not obligated.  Some of your husbands are not paying their tithes, and he comes 
home and says, “You need to submit to me,” you need to look at him and say, “You need to 
pay your tithes then I will.”  Or if he looks at you and says, “You need to do this, that, and 
the other” you need to look at him and say, “Well, you need to start being a Godly man and 
loving me the way Christ loves the church, then I will submit to you.”  Husbands, you need to 
stop telling your wife when she has gained a few extra pounds.  You need to keep your mouth 
shut and love her.  That doesn’t mean if she is unhealthy, you don’t say, “Baby, you’re getting 
unhealthy. I’m worried about you; what can we do together about it?”  Some of you dummies 
will say, “You’re getting fat.”  Just shut up!  

You should be concerned about what your spouse thinks of you and what Jesus thinks 
about you, but nobody else.  Remember, the devil works on words, contracts, things you say, 
that is why he listens and pays so much attention to your words.  So, if the devil can’t trip you 
up with him, he will get you to get tripped up by other people.  Others will come to you and 
say, “Do you know what your mom, sister or aunt said about you?”  That is the devil trying to 
get you off track.  People don’t believe this about me, but when someone says that to me, I say, 
“Nope, don’t care.” People will want to know if I am going to defend myself.  I am not going 
to, and I don’t need to.  I am not going to do or say anything.  The Bible says not to.  Listen, I 
know it’s hard, I am six foot nine, two-hundred thirty pounds and I’d like to go smack some 
people, to prove a lesson, to say shut up.  But nope, that is not how it works.  We need to walk 
in love and quit worrying about everything else.  

“The Spirit of God is upon me because the Lord has anointed me to preach, to bring good 

news to the afflicted.  He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the 

captives, and to free the prisoners and to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord and the day 



of vengeance of our God to comfort all who mourn.” Isaiah 61:1-2 NASB

Verse one is Jesus’ ministry on earth.  Verse two is present tense.  The mission of the 
church.  Do you remember when Jesus went into the synagogue and picked up the scroll and 
read it?  This is where He read, right here in Isaiah.  This is a prophecy about the future.  Jesus 
is here to bring comfort.  

Everything Satan has is stolen.  The Bible says the thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy.  
Not one thing the devil has did he earn.  He was an angel; he thought he was bigger than God, 
so God kicked him out.  He comes down to earth, and now he is a legalist.  Remember, he is 
an angel, so he knows the power of words.  That is why in the Garden, he went to Eve and said, 
“Why don’t you eat of this tree?”  Eve replies with, “Well, the Lord said if we eat of this tree, we 
will surely die.”  She took God out of context.  God never said they would die.  Remember he 
is a legalist; he goes back to Eve and says, “The Lord doesn’t want you to know the difference 
between good and evil.”  He is saying; God doesn’t want you to be smart.

 Have you ever noticed when people want to keep you from God, they always have 
every excuse in the room?  They will say things like: “You don’t need that tongue stuff, that 
went away with the disciples,”  or, “Why do you hang around people who preach prosperity?  
They want your money.”  Everything the devil has is stolen, he has taken it from humanity.  If 
he has authority in someone’s life, it’s because they give him authority.  People who are demon 
possessed have given an area of their life to Satan for him to come in and control it.   

I’m going to show you a scripture that you have probably never heard preached before 
in church, and that makes me sad. 

“A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s children, and the wealth of the sinner is 

stored up for the righteous.” Proverbs 13:22 NASB

Do you know that God wants you, as a righteous person, to have money?  I went to a 
conservative Christian School when I was younger.  I enjoyed it, and I’m glad I went there.  It 
was a good time in my life, and it impacted me greatly in ways that are still being impacted 
today.  I remember one time they had a missionary come through, and they were talking about 
wanting money.  Every time they wanted money, they always asked my dad because he was 
a wealthy man.  I remember going to the pastor of the church, a Godly man, a good, good 
man.  Not Holy Ghost filled by any stretch of the imagination, not led by the Holy Spirit like 
a Holy Ghost person should be, but he loved the Lord and is rejoicing in heaven today.  I said 
to him, “Why do you always preach like poverty is some good thing, but every time someone 



comes, you take an offering because you need money?”  I took him right to this scripture.  I 
said, “Are you telling me you would rather have a bunch of ungodly people with money than 
believers?”  Let me ask you a question.  Where do you think God’s Kingdom will get the most 
benefit from the tangible asset money?  Is it in a church or a strip club?   How many of you 
believe that God’s people that will write a check for God’s Kingdom work, that God gets more 
out of their money for the Kingdom than He does for the other?  God doesn’t want you to steal 
it, take it, rip people off, or cheat them.  The Bible says; “The wealth for the sinner is stored up 
for the Godly.”  God wants money to flow that way, but you see, you need to change your whole 
narrative of who the devil is.  To be blessed, you’ve got to be a blessing!

 In Isaiah 61, God talks about rebuilding the desolation of generations.  Some of 
you have had families that have been wrecked by adultery, wrecked by promiscuity, wrecked by 
alcoholism, wrecked by drug abuse, wrecked by thieving, wrecked by lying, destroyed by sin.  
Generational curses get passed down.  God says he is going to send a new generation who will 
destroy the devastation.  You need to begin today by saying, “Lord, my generation is reversing 
the curse.”  We need to stop rehearsing the curse and start reversing the curse.

When we change the narrative of the devil, we don’t need to look at him like some all-
powerful, all-encompassing thing that we need to fight.  Don’t complain that he is coming after 
you.  Let me tell you something if he isn’t coming after you then you aren’t doing anything!  
You’ve got to quit worrying about the devil.  Some of you talk about the devil more than you 
talk about Jesus!  The devil comes to steal, kill, and destroy.  He is going to get people to steal 
from you, try to kill you, lie about you, and get people to try to cause problems in your life.  
Expect it!  If you don’t have the devil working through people to hurt you, then you aren’t 
doing anything!  You see, the problem is so many of you get saved, and you’re so used to 
working with the devil that all of a sudden when you’re saved, and he starts coming after you 
and you’re like “Oh, he’s coming after me,” that tells you-you’re doing something!

Did you know poverty runs in families?  I know a family that struggled with poverty 
for many generations.  One of the family members came into millions of dollars.  They ended 
up losing it all.  Why?  Because they had a poverty mentality.  ESPN is by far not a Godly 
company but did a segment on athletes who make millions and millions of dollars and end 
up broke.  Why?  Because they grew up poor and they don’t know how to manage money or 
operate in money.  When you have that mentality, the devil will rob you and steal it from you.  

Mark 4 is a great chapter.  Now Jesus is here, and he is in the boat.  I’ve stood on this 
shoreline.  This is a very important passage.  All trade and import come through this passage 



by boat.  This is a very wealthy area in that part of the world.   It’s a trade route.  Lots of money 
here.  It’s known today for fierce storms coming through.  Now, here is Jesus in the boat, and 
he goes to sleep. He goes to sleep because he didn’t say, “We might make it to the other side.” 
Have you ever heard people say, “Well, if the good Lord’s willing and the creek don’t rise?”  Or, 
“Well, if the Lord doesn’t come, I’ll see you tomorrow.”  Some say, “Well if I don’t die, I will 
see you tomorrow.”  Listen to all that dumb confession.  Jesus said, “We are going to the other 
side.”  Jesus already spoke His words here; He already said they were going to the other side.  
What were they worried about?  Some of you, God has already told you things you are going 
to do so why are you worried about everything up to that point, when he has told you “xyz” is 
going to happen?

I was in an airplane one time going to Chicago, and the weather was so bad we were 
flying around in a holding pattern.  We got to the point that we had circled so much they 
didn’t know if we had the gas to get to Milwaukee because they didn’t even know if we could 
land in Milwaukee.  They came on the speaker and said; “Folks, we are in a little bit of a tough 
situation.”  People on the airplane were panicking.  I was supposed to be going there to preach, 
and at first, I was a little nervous, I admit it.  All of a sudden, the Holy Ghost got up inside of 
me, and I stood up, and I said; “Ladies and gentlemen, can I have your attention, please?  I 
want you to know I am a preacher, a minister of the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.  I know 
the vision and long-term plan that God has shown me for my life.  I am highly favored; I 
am anointed; our plane is not going to crash; we’re going to be fine.”  I then sat down, and 
everyone calmed right down.  The lady next to me turned and said; “Man, I didn’t know we 
had a preacher on board, that makes me feel better.”  I said, “It makes me feel better too!”  I put 
my head down and went to sleep.  We ended up landing, I woke up and people were giving me 
money telling me to thank you, then they wanted me in the cockpit to meet the pilots.  Why?  
Because I knew the plan.  I knew exactly what Jesus was going to do right there.  

Did you know this storm in Mark 4 was not a natural storm that God had used to 
control the weather pattern?  This was created by the devil to try to stop Jesus from reaching 
what God wanted Him to do.  I can prove it.  In this passage, Jesus rebuked the storm, and the 
storm stopped.  Had this been his Dad’s work, Jesus would not have rebuked it because Jesus 
says, I only say what God tells me to say and God wouldn’t rebuke Himself, He would stop 
it.  Some storms come up in your life; people lie, do things to you, to try to get you fired up, 
whatever it may be, those are just storms.  Don’t get worked up about it.  Don’t let it cost you a 
nap.  Why?  We understand the nature of the devil.

The devil is not all powerful.  But sometimes he is creating storms to keep you in your 



word.  Jesus could have said at any moment, “Alright, then, let’s just go back.”  No!  Jesus 
rebuked it, and it stopped!  The devil tried to kill Jesus or to get Him off the path.  But Jesus 
was in the boat.  The devil wanted to turn that boat around.  The devil wanted to kill those 
people, but Jesus was in the boat.  If you understand this and have it down in your heart, you 
should be on your feet shouting! 

Some of you are going along in life, and Jesus has already told you what you are going 
to do, it may be starting a business, get married, have children.  You know where Jesus has 
already prophetically spoken into your life.  He is in your boat!  I don’t care what storm you 
are going through today; He is in your boat!  If you’re down, discouraged, or if the devil is 
throwing some storms up in your life, maybe you have even allowed the devil to move into 
your guest bedroom.  Some of you are getting attacked by family, friends, or by people you may 
not even know.  I want you to know you may be discouraged, down, upset, but Jesus is in the 
boat!!  Where God is sending you, you’ve got to have faith.

 When God is sending you somewhere, you need to have faith that He can get you 
there.  Remember, the Bible was not written in chapter and verse.  It’s a letter, but we divide it 
for our easy reference.  Now in Mark 5 when they came out of the boat, it says that immediately 
a man from the tombs with an unclean spirit met Him.  It says “an” which is singular; it means 
one.  This was a very important waterway.  People lived in fear of this man.  They were terrified 
by him.  You can go to this region today, and that man is still talked about.  You can read this 
whole chapter and see it talks about him having many spirits.  Jesus delivered him of the one 
which was the ruler of them all.  This waterway controlled a lot of money.  The devil controlled 
the money in this region because of this guy.  Remember, in Proverbs 13 it says that the wealth 
of the sinner is for the righteous.  When Jesus delivered this man, instantly, deliverance came 
to this region.  All of a sudden, money began to flow, and business began to take off.  Why?  
Because the authority of the devil had been destroyed.  You see, the demons were controlling 
the money to win the people.

I know a lot of ungodly people that prosper and have all the money in the world.  The 
devil loves to shuffle money into people like this because he knows they are going to get into 
drugs, cheating, lying, bringing things into a city that doesn’t need to be there.   Why does 
Satan do this?  Because then he doesn’t have to worry about money getting into the church 
world.  Some of you think, I’m paying tithe and he is a sinner, why don’t I have money?  That 
is because the devil is trying to do everything he can to get money into the sinner’s pocket.  
You’ve got to learn to change the narrative of the devil.  That money is yours.



God is sending us places to rescue people and to take what has been stolen.  When the 
lost are saved, they are going to take back what has been stolen.  Meth addicts that get saved 
have never been a meth addict in their new life.  The newly saved start their new life by taking 
back what has been stolen.  What is wrong with some of you people?  You have let the devil run 
loose in your family.  You have even allowed him to attack your finances and health.  You have 
allowed him to attack every bit of your life.  Jesus is sending us places to rescue people to take 
what has been stolen.  

“From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven suffer violence, and 

violent men take it by force.” Matthew 11:12 NASB

What kind of force?  Are we talking guns, swords, is it knives, lying, cheating?  No!  It 
is by faith!  Faith is how the Kingdom of God advances violently because we go in there and tell 
the devil, I’m looking for a fight.  Do you have someone who is against you?  Family, friends, 
co-workers?  Well, my Bible tells me if God is for me, then who can be against me?  You have 
got to change the narrative of the devil.   Some of you have been running from the devil, and 
this whole time, the devil is supposed to be running from you.

Everything in the garden of Eden before Adam sinned is exactly how God wanted us to 
live.  Then Adam sins and brings a curse to the land, so then God gives the law.  The law was 
given to prove that no man can live without a Savior.  The law proves there is none righteous, 
no not one.  Deuteronomy 6:10-12 talks about God’s redeemed people.  If you’re a believer, 
you’re redeemed.  God has no problem with you having nice clothes, homes, or cars.  He wants 
you to be blessed.  Here is where God has a problem; it’s when those things have you.  That’s 
why he says WATCH!   Watch yourself, lest you forget it’s the Lord who brought you out.  You 
know what is wrong with some of you, why you used to have great success in the Lord and 
now you’re struggling?  It’s because you’re not watching yourself.   You may have had success in 
business, and you start to think you are better than you are.  Let me tell you something, I may 
be a preacher of the Gospel, I may be a man known for media, but I’m a nobody!  When you 
watch yourself, that is how you know God is going to continue to bless you.  

One time a preacher goes to a new city and is in a new church and is invited to dinner 
one Sunday by a farmer.  The preacher gets there for dinner, and they have fried chicken, 
creamed corn, and delicious peach pie.  They go out on the back porch with a fresh glass of 
lemonade, and the preacher says to the farmer, wow, you and the Lord have done a great job 
with this farm.  The farmer remembered when he bought the farm, and it was all tumbleweeds 
and rocks.  Then the farmer replies, Preacher, you should have seen what the Lord had done 



to it before he had me.  God needs you too!  I’m not saying you minimize your effort but give 
God the glory.  Be humble.  You’ll find anointed people are not always looking for the credit.  
Anointed people are always willing to tell everyone else that they are the miracle for the reason 
they are successful.  Humble people are not looking for credit.  They don’t care.  Anointed 
people are humble people.  

One time when I was in the Christian School, we read the passage in Deuteronomy 
28.  They were very legalistic.  They wanted to spend all this time talking about the curse and 
not the blessing.  Religious people live in the curse.  For example, they say things like: “Well, 
Lord, please heal us if it is your will.”  I’ve had people ask me, “Are you a health and wealth 
preacher?”  I say, “Well, what are you, one of those poverty and sick preachers?”  Jesus wasn’t 
one of them.  I am a health and wealth preacher.  The Bible says, I want you to prosper and 
be in health, even as your soul prospers.  The Bible doesn’t say hell, fire, and brimstone lead 
sinners to salvation.  It says it’s the goodness of the Gospel.   So when I was in this Christian 
School, I said, “Can we go back and read these verses again and talk about the promise of God 
instead of the curse?  It says God has given them title deed, Cities and houses that you didn’t 
build or fill.”  The teacher did not believe this.  Did not believe that God gives the title deed.  
He said if that is what it meant, then God is a thief.  I said, “Sir, I may be a kid, but don’t you 
dare call my Jesus a thief.  The Bible says the devil comes to steal, kill, and destroy, not Jesus.”  
That bothered me for a long time.  A couple of years later, I was reading Hebrews 11:1 in the 
amplified and it says that faith is the title deed!  If you’re believing God for something and 
you’re worried about it, the Bible says faith is your title deed.  I went back to the classroom, and 
during Bible study, I raised my hand, and I went up front and read this in front of the whole 
class.  Faith is the title deed!  I am a health and wealth preacher!  

Matthew 21:1-3, Jesus told the disciples to get him a donkey.  This donkey had never 
been ridden.  It was fresh off the showroom floor, brand new.  He said you tell them the Lord 
needs it.  You see, you’re worried about how God is going to provide you a car or how God is 
going to heal your body of cancer.  How is God going to take care of me?   What is God going 
to do about my marriage?  What is God going to do about my finances when I can’t pay my 
bills?  Jesus has given us a title deed.  You have got to change your narrative of the devil.  You 
have got the upper hand, not him!  

 

 



CHAPTER 7 
GOD’S GUARANTEE BATTLE PLAN 

FOR SUCCESS

2 Chronicles 20 tells us the story of Jehoshaphat, talking to the land of Judah who is 
about to be invaded.   Jahaziel answers the prayer of Jehoshaphat, telling them not to fight in 
the battle, to stand and see the salvation of the Lord.  To go out and face the wilderness for the 
Lord is with you.  

“They rose early in the morning and went out to the wilderness of Tekoa; and when they went 

out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, ‘Listen to me, O Judah, and inhabitants of Jerusalem, put 

your trust in the Lord your God, and you will be established.  Put your trust in His prophets 

and succeed.”  2 Chronicles 20:20 NASB

The word succeed here means prosper.  

“Give thanks to the Lord, for His loving kindness is everlasting.” 2 Chronicles 20:21b NASB

“When they began singing and praising, the Lord set ambushes against those who came up 

against Judah.”  2 Chronicles 20:22a NASB

Here they are going into battle; they are not a wealthy nation, they are a small nation.  
Israel is divided at the time, so this is talking about Judah.  It looked like everything in the 
world was against them.  They didn’t have money for an army, nor enough people for an army.  
They came and got a true report.  You may have something in your life right now that is a true 
report, sickness, disease, poverty, it may be the truth, but it does not mean it is right.  They 
said, ‘Listen to the Prophet, shut up and praise, and you will prosper.’



God’s number one plan for getting you through trouble is to learn how to praise.  
Joseph couldn’t praise in the palace until he could praise in the pit.  Joseph couldn’t praise in 
the palace until he could praise in prison.  Some of you think you are a prisoner in your own 
home, in your life because your family has turned on you, in your job, in your finances.  Some 
of you think your body has turned on you because of sickness.  Listen, it doesn’t matter what 
circumstance tells you, you will never reach your miracle until you can learn to praise.  The 
key to God’s guarantee battle plan of success is praise.  When you can lift your hands with 
cancer and say, “It is well with my soul, I know what I believe, I know what I have faithfully 
and diligently stood against.”  You can raise your hands and say, “Lord, it doesn’t matter that 
there is no money in my checkbook.  It doesn’t matter that my family is against me, it doesn’t 
matter that my co-workers don’t like me, Lord you are the one who sustains me, the one who 
meets my needs, I’ve taken care of my responsibility, now I trust You.”  It’s when you can be 
in these circumstances, and on the inside be able to say, it is well with my soul.  It’s not just 
something you say because they are words.  It is something you say because you mean it.  God’s 
guarantee victory plan is when you can praise.  See, you don’t praise cancer or the poverty, or 
the loneliness, but you praise the Lord that it’s about to get fixed.

“When Jehoshaphat and his people came to take their spoil, they found much among them, 

including goods, garments and valuable things which they took for themselves, more than 

they could carry.  And they were three days taking the spoil because there was so much.”  2 

Chronicles 1:25 NASB

When you first read that they are going to take the spoil, you think maybe they are 
going to take their swords.  But it says they found much among them, including the goods, 
garments, and valuable things.  These people went to war and brought their gold, silver, 
precious coins, all their wardrobes.  Who goes to war and does that?  But see, that is because 
God intended their money to go to His people.  

Why did they take money and jewelry with them into battle?  Because Proverbs 13:22 
says that the wealth of the ungodly is for the Godly.  If you are dealing with financial issues, 
don’t worry about how God is going to get you your money. He is going to get you your money!  
If you are going through issues with your body healing wise, don’t worry about how he is going 
to heal you.  You may say that the doctor says your cancer is incurable.  Well, that may be true, 
but your doctor isn’t taking into account that God is the great physician!  

I knew a lady one time, who was a minority with no education.  She got pregnant, had 
three kids, then got saved.  She told me that God did not want her to live on welfare.  She had 



made some bad decisions, had three kids before she was 18.  Her momma had kids before 
she was 18.  She said it was the only thing she knew, but now that she was saved, she wasn’t 
going to live on welfare.  I told her, if she wanted God to bless her, she couldn’t just live on 
welfare, she had to get a job.  So, she got a job working at a restaurant.  She worked so hard 
they promoted her to shift manager.  Then she worked so hard they put her at the rush times 
and gave her a big raise because she did the work of two to three people.  Then they gave her 
the position of the rush shift manager.  She was doing so well they made her the assistant store 
manager.  After some time, they promoted her to the store manager.  Then, she started getting 
bonuses off the performance of the store.  She at that time, started making $150,000 a year.  
She was tithing, giving offerings, and going to church.  The store owner came to her and made 
her regional manager over all eight of his stores.  One day the owner called her in and told her 
they were making more money then they had ever made, and they wanted to sell her all eight 
of their stores.

Since she had started working, no matter what shift she was on, it would prosper and 
be blessed.  They even carried the note for the lean because her credit was bad from when 
she was young and had made bad credit decisions.  She had them paid off in five years, she 
owned all eight of those stores, and she has opened eleven more.  She owns a total of nineteen 
stores. Why?  Because when she went out and got a job, she didn’t complain that it was only a 
minimum wage job.  She just started being faithful in that minimum wage job.  Now, she is a 
multimillionaire and owns nineteen stores.  Why?  Because God gave her the spoil.  

You don’t know where God’s miracle is coming from, but don’t you give up that God’s 
miracle is coming.  That is His guarantee plan.  I will never forget her first tithe check when she 
got a job at the restaurant.  She came up to me and said to me, “Will you help me?  I’m never 
going back to welfare, but I work full time now, and I make less than I did on welfare, and I’m 
going to tithe, and I’m scared.”  I explained to her to believe God.  I remember watching her in 
church just praising and worshiping and watched how God started using people in the church 
to bless her, and now she is the blessing.  Why?  She praised her way out of it.  I never once 
after that first time heard her complain.  Some of you spend so much time crying and whining 
and living in emotions and feelings that you cannot get out of your struggle.  This is when you 
need to put on praise and worship music and start praising!   This is part of God’s victory plan.

Before Paul’s conversion, he was an Old Testament Scholar.  He knew this story in 
Chronicles.  Now, understanding that Paul knew this story look at the book of Acts, chapter 16.  
This is Paul and Silas who have been thrown in jail for preaching the gospel.  It says; 



“The crowd rose up together against them, and the chief magistrates tore their robes off them 

and proceeded to order them to be beaten with rods.  When they had struck them with many 

blows, they threw them into prison, commanding the jailer to guard them securely; and he, 

having received such a command, threw them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in 

the stocks.  But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to 

God, and the prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly there came a great earthquake 

so that the foundation of the prison house were shaken, and immediately all the doors were 

opened, and everyone’s chains were unfastened.”  Acts 16:22-26 NASB

Let me explain what the prisons were like.  I’ve seen one from this era.  They were 
floors, and each floor had holes in it.  So, as the prisoner would defecate, urinate, vomit, or 
bleed, it would go down through the holes.  The first floor is where you would go if you were a 
minor criminal and you wouldn’t be in stockades.  Then each floor down is for a little worse of 
a crime.  The 5th floor, the bottom floor was the inner prison.  It would have anywhere from 
six inches to two feet of waste.  It stunk, and it was miserable.  There were flies and maggots.  
Paul and Silas are down in this prison, and they are in stocks.  They had been beaten, and they 
were in pain.  I once heard a doctor talk about this scripture, telling about the urine, flies, 
and maggots on their beaten flesh that was open, and how it was just a breeding ground for 
infection.  And here are Paul and Silas; all they were doing was being obedient to preaching 
the gospel.  All they were doing was following the Lord.  Have you ever done what you thought 
God wanted you to do and you got in trouble for it?  Everyone in that prison was mad and 
upset, and at about midnight, from the bottom of the prison, Paul sings, “O Victory in Jesus, 
My Savior Forever.”  He didn’t feel like it, He didn’t want to, but he just kept on singing.  Silas 
hears him and jumps in singing with him.  They probably vomited, bled some more, wishing 
they could get the flies off them.  I bet Silas then said; “Paul, there is power, power, wonder-
working power, in the blood, of the Lamb.”  Then they maybe sang, “What can take away my 
sin, nothing but the blood of Jesus, what can make me whole again?  Nothing but the blood of 
Jesus.”  They went from being down on themselves to Paul reminding himself of the story in 
Chronicles, and they began to praise.

Can you feel the momentum, as faith comes by hearing, as they heard those verses?  
Then as they sang those songs and faith began to rise, I’m sure Paul, because he was an Old 
Testament scholar, says to Silas, “Do you remember when Joseph was in prison, and he ended 
up in a palace?”  Silas says, “Yes, I do, why?”  Then Paul says, “Because we are coming out!”  
See, when you are sick, the devil will say to you, “Oh you’re sick, lay there and take a nap,  you 
don’t have to deal with the pain of sickness or loneliness if you take a nap.”  These guys in 



prison were like, no, no, no, and they began to pick it up, singing faster, louder, and the guys 
above them were yelling at them to be quiet.  The faster and louder they sang, faith began to 
grow.  Can you imagine praising like this at the bottom of a prison?  In the moment of their 
singing, in the middle of the poop, pee, vomit, the middle of the blood, flies, and maggots they 
were praising!  All of a sudden Paul says, “Silas, did you just feel something move?”  Paul was 
probably still singing.  They forgot where they were, and they were having church!  You can be 
sick in bed alone, home because your spouse is off fighting for our Country, or your checkbook 
is empty, start singing and having a praise service!  All of a sudden, the devil says, I’m not 
going to attack her or him anymore because when I do, it turns into a faith service, then their 
faith gets stronger, and they do more for Him!  Then the earthquake comes and sets them free 
because this is God’s guarantee success plan for your time of trouble!  2 Chronicles 20:1-25 and 
Acts 16:22-26 friends, these are your two sets of verses for your success plan today. 

Look at Hebrews chapter 1; 

“But to which of the angels has the Father ever said, ‘Sit at My right hand until I make your 

enemies a footstool for your feet’?  Are not all the angels ministering spirits sent out by God to 

serve those who will inherit salvation?”  Hebrews 1:13-14 NASB

God had not said to the angels that He would make their enemies a footstool.  This is 
a quote of Psalm 11:1, where God says that He tells His people to sit at His right hand.  When 
you begin to praise, and you quit worrying about things, get it handled and get into faith, then 
what happens is, you get to command angels.  Saying, “Angels, go bring in my money, go bring 
my healing.” I send angels to protect my wife and animals when I am gone; they are working 
on my behalf.  The Bible never tells us to ask God to remove the devil; it says we are ordered to 
remove him by the name of Jesus.  

“Submit, therefore, to God, resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” James 4:7 NASB

He tells you to resist the devil.  Have you ever asked the Lord, “Please take away this 
loneliness?”  You take it away!  God will send angels, and He will provide the miracle, but you 
take care of it!  

“Truly whatsoever I say unto you whatever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, 

and whatever you shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven” Matthew 18:18 NASB

Guess what?  Is poverty bound in heaven?  No, so you can bound it on earth.  Are you 
lonely in heaven?  No, so you can bound it on earth.  



“The Lord is my Shephard; I shall not want.”  Psalms 23:1 NASB

This means you are not going to want.  You are not going to sit and wonder, how am I 
going to feed my family?  You are not going to sit and wonder, how am I going to get healed, or 
how am I going to deal with loneliness?  NO!!  He is my Shephard; I shall not want.  When you 
are feeling a void, fill it with extra of Him.  Don’t spend your time whining and crying, being 
in feelings and emotions; spend your time in faith!  

“Then behold a hand touched me and set me trembling on my hands and knees, and he said 

to me, Oh, Daniel, a man of high esteem, understand the words that I am about to tell you 

and stand upright.  I have now been sent to you.  And when he had spoken this word to me, I 

stood up trembling.  Then he said, Do not be afraid Daniel, from the first day that you set your 

heart on understanding this, and on humbling yourself before God, your words were heard, 

and I have come in response to your words.  But, the prince of the kingdom of Persia was 

withstanding me for twenty-one days, then behold Michael, one of the chief princes came to 

help me for I had been left there with the king of Persia.”  Daniel 10:10-13 NASB

All of a sudden, Daniel prayed, his words were instantly heard, God sent an angel to 
minister.  This is the same as we looked at in Hebrews.  What did God do?  There was spiritual 
warfare going on.  You need to just praise because when you stay in faith, that faith continues 
to help those angels fight those devils.  

See, when you get out of faith, that is stopping those angels from bringing you what 
you need.  Some mothers are living in fear over their children; what you are doing is stopping 
the angels.  The words you are praying are being killed and negated by the fear that is in 
your heart.  Some of you are praying to make a promise come to bat, but you are getting into 
feelings and emotions, and that is where doubt is being fed, and that is killing it.  This scripture 
in Daniel says that because of his words and because he stayed humble, God honored him.  
What is God’s battle plan for success?  You need to shut up and start praising in faith!



CHAPTER 8 
DAUGHTERS OF THE LEACH

“The leach has two daughters, “Give,” “Give.”  There are three things that will not be satisfied, 

Four that will not say “Enough”: Sheol, and the barren womb, Earth that is never satisfied 

with water, And the fire that never says, “Enough.”  Proverbs 30:15-16 NASB

 Only one time in Scripture is the leach ever mentioned, and that is here.  You 
know it is very important that when God only mentions something in one place that you 
understand it.  The Bible says in the mouth of two or three witnesses let every word be 
established.  We do not establish doctrine on one scripture.  With these verses, we are going to 
see where God works. I am going to show you seven places where the leach that is mentioned 
here, and the principle of which it is wrapped in, how it permeates through scripture and how 
it relates to us.

The average IQ of an American is between 90 and 109.  There are 16% of Americans 
that have a higher IQ of 109, and there are 16% that have a lower.  6% of Americans have an IQ 
of 120-129.  2.2% of Americans have one that is 130 and above.  1% of Americans have an IQ 
above 140.  The highest IQ in the world was given to a 10-year old girl.  Her IQ at age 10 was 
228.  We do not know who it is today; she does not wish to be known although she is a writer 
and writes under a pseudo name.

Do you know that the Bible tells us to get wisdom, it wants us to get wisdom?  A lot of 
times in the church, or even in the world if you want to be honest, we confuse the difference 
between wisdom and intelligence.  Intelligence is a discipline; you can discipline yourself to 
learn something.  But wisdom knows how to use intelligence.  It is a desire; it is a desire to use 
intelligence.  The smartest man to ever live, to ever walk the planet is Solomon who wrote most 
of the book of Proverbs.  Solomon was wiser than any man who has ever lived or ever will live 
after him.  He wrote these verses the leach has two daughters, and he names them, Give, Give.   
Three things are never satisfied, four that will never say enough, death, earth and water, fire, 
and the barren womb.  



The word leach means to adhere; it also means awesome appetite.  Where I grew up, 
I lived on a private lake that was made out of peat moss.  In certain areas in the back part of 
the lake, there were lots of reeds and muck.  We would get in our boats and go back there, and 
there would be ten to twenty kids, and we would all play together in the muck.  One time a 
neighbor girl came up out of the water, and she had a leach on her about one-third inch long.  
You would have to know her; she was a blonde who liked everything perfect.  We all looked at 
her and laughed but being children none of us told her because she always tried to be so prim 
and proper.  She was a girly girl, and we knew it would gross her out.  By the end of the day 
when we were leaving to go home that leach had grown from one-third of an inch to about 
three and a half inches long.  It had adhered onto her back and began to do what a leach or a 
bloodsucker does; it just sucks out of you.  A leach will suck until it gorges itself and dies if it 
is not taken off the victim.  It has an insatiable appetite.  It cries out, “Give, Give.”  It never has 
enough.  It is hungry.

I find it ironic that Solomon names the leach’s daughters, Give, Give.  When you look 
in scripture and find out that God says things twice, it brings great significant meaning.  When 
you see places that are reiterated twice, often it screams for hunger for God, when it cries out, 
“Samuel, Samuel” when God needed a prophet.  “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  When 
he was looking for an apostle, or, “Lord, Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me.” When they 
looked to Jesus for a miracle, that is why I do not find it a coincidence that when Solomon gives 
us the names of the daughters of the leach, he calls them Give, Give.  If you have seen leaches, 
ever fished with them or had one on you, they cry out for more blood; they never have enough.  
They are almost like a gossip which never has enough fuel; they want to keep talking.  

The Bible says three things are never satisfied, four that never says enough.  The first is 
the grave.  I took my children to Arlington National Cemetery. If you have never been there, it 
is a place laid out in perfect order, no matter where you go, every grave is lined meticulously.  
It stands in perfection.  As we rode the trolley around, we went to the tomb of the unknown 
soldier, could hear the clacking of the boots, the honor.  As you turn the corner on the tram 
coming back from the tomb of the unknown soldier, they begin to explain to you how there 
are only about 31 years left that they will be able to keep putting people in Arlington National 
Cemetery before it is full.  Death never stops clamoring for more; it always wants more, more, 
more.  It wants the unbeliever, the believer, it takes anything it can get.  That is why there is 
constantly being new cemeteries opened.  The grave, it has an insatiable appetite.  It wants a 
war, so there is more.  It craves, it wants, it hungers.  It never stops enlarging its population and 
its borders; it wants more.  



The Old Testament tells us the grave, referring to hell, enlarges its mouth.  When we 
were young it was our friends who buried their grandparents, and as we got older, they began 
to bury their parents and now as I look closer to age fifty, we are burying people our age.  Why?  
Because we are seeing how God moves the circle of life.  It’s beginning again.  Remember when 
you were a kid and the only thing you couldn’t wait for was to get to High School and drive.  
Then it was to be married; then it was to have children.  Then it was to be a grandparent.  Then 
one day you wake up and realize, wait a minute, I’m looking back.  

When was the last time you drove by a graveyard, and you saw a sign that said, ‘We are 
no longer accepting the dead?’  The Bible says we are headed to death like sheep.  Should the 
Lord tarry, all of us will face death.  It is inevitable.  As real as breathing is to life, so is death to 
life.  That is why the Bible says it is appointed unto man once to die.  

The second thing the Bible says we will never have enough of is water.  I have stood at 
the springs in Northern Minnesota where the Mississippi River starts.  I have watched it pour 
down to where it goes into the ocean.  I have traveled the Mississippi River.  I’ve stood at the 
Nile.  I’ve watched the Ohio River.  I’ve seen the Danube, the Thames, and I’ve watched the 
Amazon pour millions of gallons of water into the ocean.  I’ve watched floods and rain waters 
come and never once does the ocean ever rise an inch above the compass God set for it.  Why?  
Because it never says, “No, we don’t have enough.”  The oceans are insatiable.  Why do we see 
a rainbow?  To remind us that there will never be another flood.  God has said it will never 
happen again.  That rainbow reminds us that the earth will never say, “enough.”  

I remember, as a boy, I would go to our family cabin in Michigan.  To a tiny little 
spring, we would carry our metal bucket to get our drinking and cleaning water.  That spring 
would eventually go into the Fox River, which would eventually go and hit other rivers, and 
combined will flow into the Great Lakes.  Even the Great Lakes will go and pour their waters 
into the ocean.  You never see the ocean cry out “enough.”  It must have more.

The third thing  God tells us that will never cry enough is fire.  It can never be satisfied.  
Mrs. O’leary’s cow kicks over a lantern that begins a fire that burns Chicago to the ground.  
The 1906, the San Francisco fires, insatiable.  The World Trade Center when it was flown into 
by the radical Islamic Terrorist,  burned people, the fire burned so strong that men and women 
jumped to their death because they could not handle the appetite of the fire that was coming 
to crave them.  Remember what that day was like on September 11th when we watched those 
trade towers burn, and people were jumping out windows, taking their own lives.  We watch on 
the news seven alarm fires; even California now is burning.  Millions of acres have been lost, 



and they say there is no end in sight.  Why?  Because fire never says, “I’ve had enough fuel.”  I 
don’t care if you are cooking marsh mellows, burning leaves, or if it is a California wildfire, 
the fire will never say, “I don’t want that.”  A fire can become so raging that you can pour wet 
leaves on it and the wet leaves will still burn with a certain rage.  Why?  Because it’s fuel.  

I watched an apartment building burn once, and the fire did not care that there were 
families or children inside.  The fire did not say, “I am going to stop.”  The fire never stops; it is 
not a gentleman.  It is not a lady.  It is self- consumed; it wants all that it can take.  

God is not shaken. Men do not manipulate Him.  Our fancy prayers do not touch 
His heart.  God is only moved by one thing.  The Bible says the only way to please God is by 
faith.  Do you realize the enormous desire that God has to move?  How bad He wants to move?  
He created us to have fellowship with Him.  He cries out, wanting to have fellowship with 
humanity.  God mentions the barren womb for those so hungry and desirous of Him to move 
that they cry out for a move.  They are not looking for a church or a program.  They are looking 
for a move of God.  He is looking for His people to cry, “Give, Give.”  He is looking for His 
people that are tired of playing church, tired of denominations, and tired of religion.  

I will show you seven places in scripture where it shows a barren womb crying out 
and how God moved in each of those ways.  The first place we look at a barren womb is with 
mother earth.  Now some tree huggers and environmentalists think of mother earth like a god.  
We all know it is not God; it is created.

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.  The earth was without form and 

void, and darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was moving over the 

surface of the waters.”  Genesis 1:1-2 NASB

Just over 6,000 years ago, the earth was flooded.  God desires to send a seed; He wants 
to have fellowship with man.  This is what He craves in His heart.  He finds the barren womb, 
the desolate place of mother earth.  He goes to the clay, and He begins to form man, and He 
breathes the breath of life into man and man comes to be.  When God wants a seed, He goes to 
the barren earth.

When God wants to send a promise, He has a faithful follower;  the father of faith 
himself.  We learn about him in Hebrews 11, Abraham; his wife has been barren her whole life.  
She is in her 90’s, and God says to Abraham, I am going to make you a father of many nations, 
and I am going to do it through Sarah.  He finds the barren womb of Sarah, who has a Godly 
man, a great husband who she so desperately wants to give a child.  When He wants to send a 



promise, He goes to the barren womb of Sarah.  

When He wants to do the miraculous, He goes to the barren womb of a woman whose 
husband adores her.  Her husband loves her and has paid a high and powerful price for her, 
but she is barren.  She cannot give him children.  There is no greater pain in a woman than to 
have a Godly husband who loves and adores you, and not be able to give him a child.  Rachel 
is her name, and she cries out to God wanting to give her husband a child.  She says, gives me 
a child or I will die, and God says, I’m going to give you two.  He gives her Joseph who dreams 
dreams, and Benjamin, meaning son of my right hand.  He is a sovereign son.  She possesses 
the heart of her husband, and her children possess his heart as well.  Do you cry out for God 
the way Rachel did for a son?  You see the Mississippi River and the grave never say enough, 
and God’s people should never say enough.

When God wanted a prophet, He found Hannah, her head laid against the marble of 
the temple, as she cried out to God wanting a son.  The prophet comes and slaps her on the face 
and says, ‘you shouldn’t be in the temple drunk.’  She replied, ‘I’m not drunk. I want a baby; I 
am barren.’  She said, ‘I have poured out my soul.  I will give him to you God.’  A woman who 
has had children, she will want them, but it is nothing like a barren woman.  A barren woman 
wants a child so bad that she is even willing to give it up.  Hannah so craves God, so craves to 
have a child.  She gets desperate and tells God, ok, give me a baby, and I’ll give him to you.  The 
Bible says she pondered in her heart.  When Samuel was just a little boy, she walked the temple 
steps and handed him to Eli, when he needed a voice in Israel, a prophet beyond reproach, it 
didn’t come from the most religious person in the Synagogue it came from the barren woman.  

The fifth is the wife of Menorah.  One of the 762 nameless women in the Bible.  When 
God needed power on the earth, when he needed to send a Samson, he went to the barren 
womb of a nameless woman, the wife of Menorah.  Here is a nameless woman but from her 
came the power of Israel, of God’s Jewish people.  She is nameless, she is barren, she wants 
a child, and she gives us a Samson. When God was looking for another prophet, he looked 
hard.  Fire is never quenched.  The earth is never quenched from its desire for water, and death 
never says it is enough.  Do you cry out to God the same way?  Are you hungry for God?  I am 
disgusted by people being educated in Christian Schools, being raised in alleged Christian 
churches that do not know Him.  That do not clamor for Him.  They can read parts of the 
Scripture about prosperity, healing, or baptism of the Holy Spirit or any other number of 
things and say I don’t believe that.  If you don’t believe that, you don’t believe the Bible.

The sixth barren womb we find was the wife of Zechariah.  He cried out to God about 



his wife’s barren womb.  God said, I’m going to give you a son, and he said, what are you 
thinking?  You can’t give it through my wife.  God says yes, I can, there will be no other way.  
And God gives him a son through the barren womb of Elizabeth, John the Baptist who would 
declare; “Behold the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.”  God is going to pour 
out on you a blessing.  Are you as hungry as her?  The Bible says those that do hunger and 
thirst after righteousness will be filled.  Do you hunger for God?  

Lastly, God says I am going to do something bigger in the earth.  I have sent promises, 
powers, and prophets.  I’ve sent it all, but now I am going to send a Savior.  This time it is not 
just the barren womb of a woman who has had sexual intercourse but has not been able to 
conceive.  This time he goes to a womb of a woman who is not only barren; she is a virgin.  
There has been no opportunity for her to conceive.  Not only is it a barren womb meaning 
empty, but it is a barren womb that has never been touched.  A virgin.  A Christ, a Messiah.  
He said to Mary through an angel; you have found favor with the Lord.  She does not argue 
with God; she says, be it done thou unto your servant as you will.  Mary had a hunger for God.  
She cried out, “Give, Give.”  She wanted to be closer to God.  She hungered and thirst for God, 
and when God wanted to send a Messiah, a Savior, He looked for the barren womb that cried, 
“Give, Give.”  

Let this put new emphasis to you on what the Bible says, that the eyes of God search 
over the land looking for those whose heart is pure towards him.  He is looking today for 
people who will cry out and say, “Give, Give.”  People that are like the leach that is never 
satisfied that will adhere to Him, that won’t let go.  Like the woman with the issue of blood, let 
me touch the hem of His garment.  

As soon as Mary finds out she is pregnant, she runs to the home of Elizabeth who at 
this point is six months pregnant with John the Baptist, but the baby inside of her is dead.  She 
is barren; it has not moved.  The moment Mary burst through the door and begins to make 
her faith confession of what God had done, the Bible says the baby inside of Elizabeth ‘leaped.’  
John the Baptist, at that moment, came alive with the Holy Ghost.  Jesus, who is not even out 
of the grave, is raising the dead and saving the sick.  As soon as her voice spoke, Elizabeth said 
to Mary, “My baby jumped.”  

There is nothing more barren in history than the world as it is right now.  New York 
recently passed a law that you can deliver a baby alive and still abort it.  And when they passed 
this law, they cheered; elected officials cheered that babies can be born and murdered.  The 
Bible says the grave never says enough.  It is so bad that not only are we aborting millions 



of babies, but now we are murdering them after they are born.  Pretty soon they will start 
murdering our seniors.  We keep finding details about churches shrinking.  More churches are 
closing than there are churches that are opening.  We are going backward; we are losing our 
teenagers and our kids.  The Bible tells us that God always had a remnant in Israel among His 
people.  At no time in history has the world been barren of God like it is right now.  I say these 
things for me as much as I do for you.  Are we hungry for God?  Do we cry out to Him, saying, 
“Give, Give?”  This is why we need churches to be on fire, families to be on fire, new churches 
to be planted in places where there is spiritual barrenness. 

 Where sin abounds, grace does much more abound.  If you are hungry for God, 
don’t let that go.  Don’t lose it.  We need more of it as sin abounds in our nation.  We have 
people clamoring that this race matters or that race matters rather than people matter.  Our 
policemen are being slaughtered in the streets; our babies are being murdered.  They are now 
teaching our children in sexual health class in school, about anal sex.  The world is barren, in 
need of a Savior.  Will your cry be “Give, Give?”  God, I need more of you!  Will you become so 
dependent on God that you get to the point where you don’t want to gossip?  Where you want 
to spend your time in prayer and supplication, spend your time reaching the lost, and planting 
churches?  Do you want to see God move and see people saved? 

We know the hunger of fire, we know the hunger of death, we know the hunger of 
the oceans wanting more and more water.  But, do you have a barren womb crying out, 
“Give, Give?”  Let me ask you, is this the end of your hunger, or do you now enter a season of 
crying, “Give, Give?”  Will you be like a leach and grab onto God in a way that you have never 
experienced Him and say I am not letting go?  Are you saying, “I need to go reach the barren 
God?”  What will you do?



CHAPTER 9 
FRAGMENTS

Matthew 15:32-39 is the story of Jesus feeding the 5,000.  Verse 37 tells us that after 
everyone had eaten to their full, the disciples picked up what was left over of the broken pieces, 
seven large baskets full.   The next Scripture I am going to reference, I believe, is one of the 
most powerful of all Scriptures.  It’s in the book of John.  Jesus is speaking, and it says; 

“No longer do I call you slaves, for a slave does not know what his master is doing, but I have 

called you friends, for all things that I have heard from my Father I make known to you.”  

John 15:15 NASB

God is a good God all the time.  When you change your thinking to begin to think 
that God is a good God all the time, you begin to see things in a whole different perspective.  
You begin to see life from a different perspective.  When you no longer see God looking for 
an opportunity to beat you over the head, but instead you see him as a loving creator wanting 
to set you free, you see things differently. When you look at the story in Matthew, the story 
of Jesus feeding the 5,000, you see the disciples picked up 12 baskets full of broken pieces.  
Another translation calls it fragments.  We are a society of fragments, my friends.  You may 
say there is no church for me, I am a homosexual, or there is no church for me, I am a heroin 
addict, no church for me, I am an abortion doctor, no church for me, because I am a liar, I am 
divorced, or I am an adulterer.  Let me tell you; no church will tell you there isn’t a church for 
you.  More importantly, there is a Savior that is looking for you, a Savior that wants you, and 
heaven that has room for you.  It does not matter what you have done; there is a God that is 
calling you.

I once had a lady come into my office, and she said to me, “I am a stripper,  I married 



a man that was in my church, but he left me, I have no other way to provide for my three 
children.  I cannot get a job; I have no education.”  She said she had married him as an 
eighteen-year-old out of Christian School.  She had always known that she was attractive, and a 
man offered her 10,000 a week to be a stripper.  She had never been a prostitute, had never slept 
with a man other than her husband.  She said, “I know my lifestyle is not Godly, Pastor, I am 
fragmented.”  She felt in her heart that she was the one that God did not want.  I once sat in a 
restaurant and watched a man at the bar pound one beer after another, until he was physically 
drunk off his butt.  I walked over and began to speak to him.  He said, “Preacher, you don’t 
want me; I am broken.”  I once had a man look at me and say, “God does not want me, I am an 
abortion doctor, and I know what I do is evil, God would have no forgiveness for me.”  He then 
said, “I am the one God doesn’t want.”  

You may say, well I am none of these people, so I am ok.  No, you are not!  The Bible 
says that all have sinned and come short of the Glory of God.  You may think, well, I am a good 
person.  You know what, your egotism and your arrogance make you a sinner in itself.  You 
may also say, I can attest to these people, I am a fragment, a broken piece.  I am the one that 
nobody wanted.  Well, let me tell you, Jesus begins to feed these thousands of hungry people, 
warm bread, and a beautiful fish dinner.  If you have ever been out for a fish dinner, it’s not 
cheap!  Imagine everyone eating, having fun, like a buffet where you don’t have to eat the hard 
sides of the bread; you can get more and eat until you are full.  That is what this meal was like.  

You may feel like the hard piece of bread that nobody wants.  Maybe you are a woman 
that has given your heart to a man, and he abused you.  Maybe you took a piece of paper, and 
you wrote down what you wanted in a husband, but you never believed it would come to you 
because you didn’t believe you were worthy of it.  What you don’t understand is that while the 
man you were with didn’t love you, God was preparing a man and had been preparing a man’s 
heart to love you just the way you are.  You thought you were a fragment; you thought you were 
a broken piece. You may lay at night in the guilt of your bed, wondering about even the name 
of the person lying next to you.  You may say to yourself; there is no way that he would want 
me.  You may live a homosexual lifestyle knowing that it is sinful, saying God wants nothing 
to do with me, when the whole time, He is preparing to send someone your way to tell you, oh 
yes, He does want you, my friend.  You may be laying there dying of AIDS saying there is no 
place for me in Heaven when He declares, yes there is!  

You see, the Jesus I serve has come to grab up the broken pieces and the fragments.  
Ask yourself this question, are you broken?  You already know the answer.  Have your children 
turned on you, has your family turned on you, have your friends turned on you, has your bank 



account turned on you, has your health turned on you?  Have the people closest to you turned 
on you?  Are you a man that loved a woman that said, I don’t love you anymore?  Are you a 
person that wonders, how will I pick up the pieces, the fragments of my life, I am broken?  Are 
you a person that had gotten to the bottom of life and you say there is nothing left for me?  

If you are that person, and you feel like a piece of hard bread thrown away, I am writing 
to tell you that God specializes in brokenness, and He never forgets the fragments.  He has 
never given up on the broken pieces.  You see, that is the nature of God.  That is why in John 
15:15, Jesus is talking to His closest friends, His disciples.  These are the men who have traveled 
with Him all over to hear Him preach the gospel.  They have seen Him lay hands on the sick 
and have them recover; they have seen Him cast out devils.  He is looking at them saying, 
“I don’t want to call you my slaves. I want to call you my friends.”  The word friend there in 
the Greek is PHILOS; it means those with whom you are kind and those with whom you 
communicated.  The Son of God wanted to be so close to humanity that he says I don’t want a 
slave relationship; I want a friendship.  

The problem in most churches today is we are preaching a slave relationship, and we 
are not preaching a friendship relationship with the creator.  You see, everything with God is 
predicated on the principle of sowing and reaping.  When God wanted to redeem humanity, 
He used the seed of His Son.  God couldn’t use an earthly man because without the shedding 
of blood the Bible tells us, there is no remission of sin.  There cannot be forgiveness without 
the shedding of blood.  Man’s blood was not strong enough to redeem men.  So, God planted a 
seed in a woman and said to His Son Jesus who is all God, the Bible tells us, in the beginning, 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God, and the same was in the 
beginning with God.  He said, Jesus, go down and redeem my people.  Jesus took off His gown 
of deity, He took off His gown of being 100% God in and of Himself, He didn’t have to, but 
He stepped outside of the veil of glory and into the womb of a woman and broke through and 
stepped up out of her loins born a baby in a manger.  

Jesus said, I am here, I have come to earth to redeem man.  He lived on this earth for 
thirty years, growing in the nurturing and the admonition of the Lord.  His public ministry 
saw Him display God’s power, and God’s might all over the known world.  They watched the 
laying on of His hands and the speaking of the Word change lives.  This Jesus that the world 
will tell you was not God, I am here to tell you He is either a lunatic and a liar, or He is the 
Lord.  The Bible says, only a fool will say in his heart that there is no God. 

Jesus then, after three years of ministering and preaching the gospel, couldn’t stand 



it anymore.  Religious people hated Him.  My friend, if you say I can’t become a Christian 
because I don’t know what my family is going to say about me or do to me, or, I can’t sell out 
to God because you don’t know my family.  I know the damage of what religious families can 
do to people lives.  I am telling you that Jesus is alive and well and He is here to seek and save 
those who are lost.  Religious people couldn’t stand it anymore, so they used the religious rules.  
You see, religious people and the devil are legalists.  They are lawyers; they will use the word 
and the laws to try to ensnare you.  

Jesus Himself performed a miracle on a woman and saved her life. The religious people 
were not angry that He saved and delivered an unrighteous woman; they were just mad that He 
did it on the Sabbath because that was the day that you were supposed to have off.  Religious 
people will follow the rules.  God would say, No, If I’ve got to change the rules, I’m going to 
change the rules.  

Jesus was put on trial; He would not open His mouth and defend Himself.  That is one 
problem some of you get into, people talk about you, say things about you, and you feel like 
you should defend yourself.   Keep your mouth shut, let God do it; let other people do it.  It 
drives people crazy when I won’t defend myself.  I don’t need to.  So, they found Jesus guilty, 
and they took him to Pilate.  Pilate’s wife was a believer and Pilate did not want to sentence 
him to death on the cross, but you see, Pilate was an unwilling conspirator in this because this 
had been formed before there were even angels, God knew this was going to happen.  Pilate 
thought he had a way of not sending an innocent man to death; the Jewish law said he could 
release a prisoner, take Jesus captive, or let him go.  Pilate, thinking like a human being and 
not a believer, said; “Do you want Barabbas, the serial killer, or do you want Jesus crucified?”  
He was certain in his mind they would take Barabbas to be crucified and let this innocent man 
go, but religion had gripped them.

I will tell you this; you have not met a person more fierce, more vile, more filthy, and 
meaner than a religious person, trust me.  I avoid them like the plague.  That is why it is 
better when you build a church to build it with unsaved people; you won’t bring that religious 
spirit in.  That is the problem with so many people.  They have been turned away from God 
by religious people.  So, Jesus is sentenced, and before being crucified, He is whipped with a 
cat of nine tails.  The law says you are only allowed to be beaten forty times because the cat of 
nine tails is so vicious that they say anything over forty is unfair.  Because they are religious, 
they always stop at thirty-nine in case they miscounted.  For those of you who don’t know, a 
cat of nine tails is similar to a wooden baseball bat, but on the end of it are several long strips 
of leather and tied at the end of the leather would be metal, glass, or sharp bone.  The person 



that was being flogged would be tied by his feet and his wrists around a jagged cedar tree.  It 
was jagged so as they writhed in pain they would get poked from the bottom of their feet up 
to the top of their head by shards of wood that would be shoved into their body.  You have 
had a sliver, but I’m talking about pieces of wood that are six to eight inches long.  The Jewish 
philosopher who is not a Christian, Joseph wrote about what it was like and how it had piercing 
needles put into your body.  They would take the cat of nine tails and swing it, and it would 
go around the tree that the person was tied to and lock into the flesh of the person.  It would 
rip out hair, eyeballs, flesh, and it would rip out the bone.  The cat of nine tails was the most 
vicious of the vicious.  It would get stuck into the flesh, and then they would pull it out, and as 
they pulled, it would take out chunks of flesh.  When he wrote about this, he said if a mother 
was not standing there watching her child be whipped, that he would be unrecognizable to her 
after thirty-nine whips.  You could look in and see the heart beating.  You could see into the 
body as the lungs go in and out with each breath.  

Does this sound like a God that came to earth when He didn’t have to because He 
didn’t love you?  Does this sound like a God that came to earth simply because His daddy 
asked Him or because He loves you?   I will tell you right now there is no one reading this book 
that I would send my son to give his life for, not one.  

After the beating of the cat of nine tails, they take Jesus over, and they grab a tree that 
we would call a Juniper, it’s not a Juniper, but it was similar.  It had six-inch thorns, and they 
wrapped it like a crown because Jesus claimed to be the Messiah, the King.  These thorns in 
Jesus’ day were used as nails, and one would take a hammer to put them into something.  They 
pounded this crown of thorns into Jesus’ head.  Blood poured out of his head.  You could see 
his lungs, you could see his heart, his body looked like hamburger, and then they shoved a 
crown of thorns into His head.  Does this sound like a God that came because He didn’t love 
you?  Then they trudged Jesus up the mountain making Him carry His cross.  

Take your right hand, then take your left thumb and pointer finger and feel between 
your wrist and where your wrist meets your hand, you will feel a spot right there, that is where 
the nails were driven into Jesus’ hand.  The same is where the nails were driven into His feet.  
The Bible says that when Jesus went to the cross, not even one bone was broken.  So, even with 
the cat of nine tails ripping the flesh off His body, no bone was broken.  They put the nails 
there so when you were put on the cross, you would have to push up on your feet and your 
hands to get a breath.  Because of the cat of nine tails, all the muscles had been removed, so, 
the only way you could breathe as your ribs and everything contracted around your lungs was 
to pull up.  But each time you pull up, you were separating your hands from your arms and 



your feet from your legs.  It was gruesomely painful to breathe, but your human reaction is 
whether you wanted to or not, you couldn’t just hang there and die.  Your human reaction is to 
pull up because you had to have breath.  

Jesus hung on that cross and after a while, because you have no muscle, your 
pericardium, which is the sac around your heart, begins to fill with water.  Jesus is crying 
out because it is the middle of the day; it is warm. His body can no longer sweat. He has 
lost so much blood that He is deeply thirsty.  He calls out, and He asks for water, and they 
give Him vinegar.  It touches His lips, and it falls off because it is putrid to His body and the 
vinegar stings His body as it runs down.  They take a sword and go between two ribs because 
remember no bone was broken and pierced His heart and water comes flowing out because the 
pericardium releases a gallon and a half of water that was surrounding His heart.  Now Jesus is 
drowning.  

At that moment, there are two criminals one on His right, one on His left, both guilty 
of crimes.  The first one says, if you’re the Savior, save yourself.  He begins to mock Him.  The 
other one says to him, stop, stop, stop, we are getting the punishment we deserve, but not this 
Man.  Jesus, in all of His magnificence, says, “Today I will see you in Paradise.”  Even at His 
worse moment, when He had every weight of the world, the sin of every human being, both 
before the cross and after the cross, is now on Jesus.  He can feel the literal weight of the world 
upon His shoulders.  Every sin that would ever be committed both with you and with me is on 
Jesus, pinned to that cross at that moment.  But even in Jesus’ worst moment, when He could 
have been having a pity party because He didn’t deserve to be there, He turned to the robber 
and said, “Today I will see you in Paradise.” 

Jesus died.  He died, and He went to hell.  Did you know Jesus is the first and only 
person that has been sent to hell by God?  The first and only.  Ever since then, my friends, 
people have sent themselves.   I want you to know if you die and you go to hell it is because you 
choose it.  Are you willing to choose hell?  Moms, are you willing to live a life that will send 
you to hell?  Because your children will follow you there.  Fathers, are you willing to live a life 
that will send you to hell?  Because your wife and children will follow you there.  Young people, 
are you willing to die and go to hell and let your momma and daddy know they will never see 
you again?  I ask you this question, what is your choice?  

You see, Jesus came for the fragments, for the broken pieces.  The devil is a liar.  He is 
telling people that God does not want you, need you, or can’t use you.  I’m here to tell you that 
the devil is a liar because Jesus picks up fragments, broken pieces, broken people, and puts 



them back together.  Jesus spent three days in hell where He was held captive, where the devil 
tortured Him.  Every punishment of hell.  Complete separation from His Father.  Can you 
imagine the feelings Jesus had to fight as the devil told Him, “You didn’t have to come here, 
you’re a fool.”  You see, even amid His suffering and pain, Jesus knew something the devil 
didn’t.  Jesus knew it was only three days.  It’s Friday, but Sunday is coming!  His body was 
rotting in a tomb, it was Saturday, but Sunday is coming.  

I am here to tell you that every person who has ever lied about you talked about you, 
every devil that has told you God didn’t want you, every single thing you have done which 
made you feel like a broken piece, a fragment; I’m here to tell you there is something they 
don’t know that Jesus does.  You need to know that it may be Saturday, but Sunday is coming.  
What happened on that third day?  You see, too many times in churches we have crosses, we 
should all have an empty tomb because the empty tomb is what makes the cross profitable.  
The cross did nothing for humanity without the empty tomb.  When Sunday rolled around, 
Jesus who was stuck in the pit of hell, began to rise on his knees and the devil said, I want 
you to lay down, and Jesus looked at him and said, devil, you’re a liar.  The devil asked Him, 
what are you doing?  He said you couldn’t get up, I killed you, and Jesus said,  devil, it has 
been prophesied that without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sin.  Then Jesus 
stepped out of that sinful body, and He grabbed up for Him every righteous believer before 
and every righteous believer who would be there in the future to accept Him, and He ripped 
open the veil of the temple, and Jesus stepped foot out of hell.  He brought captivity captive so 
that every man, woman, boy, and the girl could live their lives, knowing that they would spend 
eternity in heaven.  Jesus is no longer dead; He is alive!  This body of Jesus no longer looks like 
a hamburger. His body is whole; you can no longer see a beating heart or contracting lungs.  
Jesus is sitting at the right hand of the Father ever making intercession for us and calling out 
our name to the Father, knowing that today is the day of salvation.

Jesus is saying the same thing to you that He said to His disciples in John 15:15, 
“Henceforth I no longer want to call you my servants, I want to call you my friend.”  The cry 
of Jesus to every unbeliever is; I’ve paid for your fragments, for your broken pieces, now let Me 
give you peace and mercy that will follow you all the days of your life.  Allow Me and you to 
not have religion, but a relationship, a friendship.  

I too am a person who has had to deal with brokenness, with loss, and pain.  I tell 
you it’s about friendship.  Are you reading this and saying I’ve never gotten my life right with 
God?  Are you saying, I too am broken?  Today is your day.  Don’t let the devil lie to you.  God 
is begging you.  Are you willing to admit you are a broken piece, a fragment, are you ready 



to show the devil that you don’t care what he thinks?  The Bible says if you confess Me before 
men, then I will confess you before the Father.  Jesus is calling your name to His Father.  He 
wants to say your name to the Father that you just got saved.  

 

 

 




