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Hospital Happenings

Animal Emergency and Trauma Center is happy to 
announce the arrival of two new veterinarians.

Dr. Rachael Schulte is a graduate of the University of 
Missouri. She enjoys hiking and is excited to return to the 
Pacific Northwest.

Dr. Michael Dow is a graduate of the University of Illinois 
College of Veterinary Medicine.  His professional interests 
include emergency veterinary medicine and surgery. He 
enjoys hiking, biking and travel in his free time. 

AETC welcomes Chelle and Lacy to our reception 
staff.

Dawn has joined our kennel assistant staff and does a 
great job keeping the hospital organized, clean, and 
presentable.

S EAS O NAL TI P

Summertime is vacation time and a large number 
of dogs spend some time at a boarding facility.  
Canine infectious tracheobronchitis (kennel 
cough) commonly occurs in situations where 
large numbers of dogs come together (boarding 
kennels, groomers, dog shows, etc). 

The disease is very contagious and is character-
ized by a dry, hacking cough which may produce 
white froth. Dogs are usually still very active but 
exhibit the cough after exertion or when pressure 
is applied to the trachea.  Several organisms can 
cause the disease and vaccines are available. Sec-
ondary pneumonia is possible.

The disease is usually treated symptomatically with 
antibiotics, cough suppressants, and restricted 
exercise. The clinical course is usually 7-14 days. 



Case of the Quarter
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Wrigley is a 13 year 
old neutered male Shih 
Tzu mix that presented 
to Animal Emergency 
and Trauma Center for 
evaluation of a 4 days 
history of lethargy, de-
creased appetite, and 
decreased frequency 

of defecation. He is monitored closely by his owners and 
was not likely to have eaten anything unusual. 

His physical exam revealed normal respiration, heart rate 
and blood pressure. He did have a 104.5 fever. He was 
mildly dehydrated, had slightly pale mucous membranes 
and no abdominal pain.

Blood was drawn for eval-
uation. His serum chem-
istries were normal. His 
complete blood count 
revealed low normal 
numbers of red blood cells 
and markedly decreased 
platelets. Anaplasma morulae were seen in many of his 
neutrophils (a type of white blood cell).

He was treated with doxycycline and prednisone and re-
sponded well. Canine anaplasmosis is a tick borne disease 
seen more and more frequently in this area. This may be 
due to an increase in incidence or due to better diagnos-
tic techniques and blood tests. The disease responds well 
to medication. The disease can be prevented by practicing 
good tick control measures and monitoring your pet for 
possible tick infestation. 

The term “autoimmune” is used when the body’s immune 
system attacks another area of the body. Companion 
animal autoimmune diseases usually involve the skin, red 
blood cells, or platelets (a blood cell involved with clotting). 
Muscles and nerve tissue may also be affected. 

Symptoms are usually related to the area of the body 
affected. Blisters and other skin lesions may be present if 
the skin is involved. Anemia is the hallmark of red blood cell 
autoimmune disease. Abnormal bleeding is a symptoms of 
autoimmune platelet disease. 

The causes of autoimmune diseases are varied and may 
not be able to be determined. Certain drugs, cancers, par-
asites, or infectious agents may be involved. “Idiopathic” 
refers to an undetermined cause.

Diagnosis is made by evaluating blood samples and/or skin 
biopsies. Treatment can be difficult and may involve the 
use of multiple drugs. Some types of autoimmune disease 
require lifelong treatment. 

Autoimmune Diseases


