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Hospital Happenings

Dr. Weston Heintz has left AETC and moved back to 
Florida to be closer to family and friends. We wish him well 
and will miss him.

Alana is now working as a veterinary assistant as well as 
receptionist. 

Dr. Burgess recently returned from Uganda where he 
and his wife volunteered with an organization providing 
veterinary services in villages around Queen Elizabeth 
National Park.

S EAS O NAL TI P

Late summer is the season where we see in-
creased activity of rodent botflies (Cuterebra 
spp.). Rodents and rabbits are the usual hosts 
for this parasite but it is occasionally seen in cats. 
The fly lays near an entrance to a rodent/rabbit 
burrow. When the larvae enter the host, they 
migrate through connective tissues for about a 
week. They construct breathing holes in the skin 
of the host while they mature under the skin. They 
eventually mature, squeeze through the hole, drop 
to the ground, pupate, and become mature flies. 
Owners frequently see the breathing holes and 
moving larva in their pet’s skin and seek emer-
gency care. The fly larva can be easily removed 
under anesthesia.



Case of the Quarter
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Axle is a 4 month old neutered Pit Bull mix from Eastern 
Washington that presented to AETC for intermittent 
vomiting and diarrhea. The symptoms had been present for 
one week. Axle has been fully vaccinated. His symptoms 
seemed to improve with medication prescribed by the 
family veterinarian but the symptoms returned. Blood was 
no present in the diarrhea.

Upon physical exam, Axle was bright and alert. An initial 
test for parvovirus was negative. A fecal sample revealed 
the presence of hookworm eggs. This parasite is not 
common in this area but can be  treated with the correct 
worming medication. 

Canine hookworms can infect 
puppies from the environment 
(vegetation or soil), through the 
placenta, or through the mother’s 

milk. After a short migratory pattern in the host’s body, the 
worm larvae end up in the small intestine where they mature 
to adult worms and start producing eggs. Hookworms are 
blood sucking parasites and can cause serious illness in 
puppies (anemia, iron deficiency, failure to thrive, death).


