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Animal Emergency
and Trauma Center

Hospital Happenings
AETC welcomes Dr. Rebekah Hartmann. Dr. Hartmann
has most recently practiced in Arizona and has a special
interest in emergency and critical medicine. She is a former
member of the Army Veterinary Corps and is excited to be
back in the Pacific Northwest.
Sam Booth and Heather DuBrall recently joined the
AETC staff as a receptionists and level I veterinary assistants. Annie Gear and Enedelia Castro have joined our
staff as level II veterinary assistants
AETC welcomes Shelly Dickerson as a new
receptionist.
Over the last 18 months, Dr. Dave Burgess has completed
almost 100 hours of continuing education in the area of veterinary ultrasound. The courses were held in Arlington, Texas
in the Sound education facility. Sound is one of the leading
companies in veterinary ultrasound and digital radiography.
Dr. Brad Green, Dip.ACVIM (WA SpecialtyVetMed) is
currently taking internal medicine referrals. Appointments
can be scheduled by calling 360-200-5697
Dr. Steve Porkorny, Dip.ACVR is available for referral
ultrasounds by appointment. Appointments can be scheduled by contacting WA SpecialtyVetMed.
AETC is proud to welcome Dr. Brian A. Maran, DVM,
MS, DACVIM (Cardiology). He is a renowned speaker
in the field of veterinary cardiology and enjoys interacting
with his patients and their owners. More information will be
distributed to local veterinarians as his schedule is finalized.

S E AS O NAL TI P
Spring brings an
increase in outdoor
gardening and lawn
maintenance to the
Pacific Northwest. It
is also a time of year
when various seasonal
intoxications can occur.
Among the most common are metaldehyde
(slug bait) poisoning, mushroom intoxication,
and ingestion of poisonous plants (lillies are
toxic to cats).

Case of the Quarter

Dystocia
Spring often heralds the arrival of new puppies and kittens.
While most young are born naturally and without any
problems, dystocia (abnormal labor) can occur. This condition can affect both dogs and cats and the causes are
many and varied. Physical defects in the mother, hormonal
influences, breed, number and position of young, and age
of the mother are all potential factors.
This condition can be treated medically or surgically via
cesarean section. The best treatment method varies from
case to case.

This is literally the case of the quarter. Geoffrey is a 2 year
old domestic short hair cat. He was attacked by a large
dog and examined by his veterinarian. Although he did not
suffer any serious injuries from his trauma, radiographs
revealed a coin in his stomach. Upon further questioning,
Geoffrey had been vomiting on a weekly basis for months.
He was referred to AETC for endoscopic removal of the coin
foreign body which turned out to be a quarter. He made a
full recovery and is doing well.

Labor in dogs and cats occurs in three stages.
Stage I: Early onset of uterine contractions and relaxation
of the cervix. Averages 6-12 hours but may last up to 36
hours. Mothers may be restless, pant, pace, and/or nest.
Stage II: Delivery of young. Dogs normally deliver the
first puppy less then 4 hours from the beginning of contractions. The time between subsequent young is usually
20-60 minutes but may be as long as 2-3 hours. Delivery of
kittens averages 16 hours but may range from 4-42 hours.
Stage III: Delivery of the fetal membranes.
Seek veterinary care immediately if your pet appears to
be having difficulty delivering her puppies or kittens.
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