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Hospital Happenings
AETC welcomes Jessica Garretson. Jessica is the
most recent addition to our veterinary assistant team.
Carrie Hunt has joined the AETC staff and works as
a receptionist and kennel assistant.
AETC welcomes Lilly Blackburn who is working as
a receptionist.
Dr. Brad Green, Dip.ACVIM (WA SpecialtyVetMed)
is currently taking internal medicine referrals.
Appointments can be scheduled by calling 360-200-5697
Dr. Steve Porkorny, Dip.ACVR is available for referral
ultrasounds by appointment. Appointments can be
scheduled by contacting WA SpecialtyVetMed.
Dr. Brian Maran, Dip.ACVIM (Olympic Veterinary
Cardiology) is currently taking cardiology referrals.
Appointments can be scheduled by calling 425-409-1545
or emailing: info@olympicvetcardio.com

S E AS O NAL TI P
Winter’s colder temperatures will often cause
water to freeze. Pets can quickly become
dehydrated if they do not have access to clean
fresh water. This is especially true for older
animals or animals with impaired kidneys. Please
check your pet’s water source at least twice daily
during periods when temperatures can cause
water to freeze.

Case of the Quarter
Velvet was a 10 year old who presented to AETC in
mid October because she had a distended abdomen.
Physical examination revealed weak femoral pulses, a
cardiac murmur and abnormal cardiac rhythm present,
and fluid present in the abdominal cavity. Abdominal
ultrasound showed a large amount of free fluid in the
abdominal cavity.
The fluid in the abdominal cavity was thought to be
due to cardiac disease. A consultation with Dr. Maran of
Olympic Veterinary Cardiology was recommended and an
appointment scheduled.
Dr. Maran performed a full echocardiographic study
and found that Velvet had a tumor near the base of her
aorta (the major artery leaving the heart). The tumor was
causing the abnormal heart rhythm as well as affecting
blood flow thus causing the heart murmur. These types
of masses are deemed inoperable and treatment was
prescribed to make Velvet comfortable until her quality of
life was such that no further treatment would help her.
Dr. Maran’s treatment allowed Velvet and her owner to
spend quality time together for an additional two and
half months.
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Pneumothorax
Bernie was
presented to AETC
after being hit by a
car. While he had
only mild external
abrasions on his skin,
his respiratory pattern
was abnormal and he was having trouble breathing.
Radiographs showed that he had a pneumothorax.
Pneumothorax is a condition in which air escapes into
the chest cavity through a hole in the lungs or chest wall.
The air is outside the lungs yet trapped in the chest. This
trapped air tends to compress the lungs and limit their
expansion. This leads to difficulty breathing and possible
collapse of the lungs.
Treatment varies with the severity of the condition.
Mild cases may be treated with strict enforced rest.
Mild sedation may be used to relieve anxiety. The
patient’s oxygen levels and breathing pattern are closely
monitored. Severe cases may require a chest drain or
open chest surgery to repair the damage.
Trauma is the most common cause of pneumothorax.
Lung tumors or lung cysts, called pulmonary bullae, may
also cause the condition.
The photo shows the free
air trapped within the chest
cavity. The heart normally
rests on the sternum but
the free air is causing it
to be elevated as well as
compressing the lungs.
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