
PASTORAL PONDERING 
 

           

 

Tell me a story! 
 

Once upon a time…don’t you still get drawn in by the start of a good story? Maybe you 
know a good storyteller, and whenever you are around that person you are all ears to 
hear what they have to say. You know the around-the-campfire kind of stories or the 
adventure that required your grandpa to walk uphill both ways in 10 feet of snow just 
to get to school and back. The love of stories doesn’t just end after childhood but 
continues even into old age. Older men gather and share battle stories and show each 
other their scars, and women tend to share stories of births and when their children 
were younger.  Stories can play a huge role in conveying truths and virtues, whether 
they are made-up or real situations, and they can be a means to teach an important 
lesson or convey something of great depth and significance. 
 

There are also certain storylines or plots that we tend to be drawn to more than others. 
Why is it that narratives like The Chronicles of Narnia or Lord of the Rings are so 
popular? Because they follow similar patterns to God’s story, the story that we are 
living in. The simple plots go like this: that which was once good fell into a curse, 
disrepair, and hopelessness rule. Portrayed are ruins of magnificent cites and cloudy 
remnants of an age where peace that once existed, is now only seen in the dark, dusty 
corridors of time. The conflict in the story is that the present evil seems to have the 
upper hand. Will that which is good ever be restored? Will the tension ever be resolved? 
Who will bring deliverance and how? Will it be lasting? A hero, a savior is needed who 
has the ability to turn back the curse and set all things right again.  The reality is we are 
living in this type of narrative, and our hearts long for a resolve. Maybe you are familiar 
with the idea of looking at Scripture in these categories: creation, fall, redemption, 
consummation. As you study you can see how that particular text displays God’s good 
intention in His creation, the evidence and result of the fall of mankind, the only 
redemption found in the righteous Savior, Jesus, and the longing for the day of final 
consummation where Christ returns to make all things new. We know the end of this 
story revealed to us in God’s Word and that gives the believer great hope today. Yet in 
the meantime, there is a call for those who desire what is good and true to remain 
steadfast and to persevere, acting in faith, patience, and courage until the end. This is 
where those little stories, whether made-up, real life, or straight out of God’s Word, are 
worth telling. 
 

The Bible reveals God’s story, and woven into the big story are many smaller, true 
stories that demonstrate God’s dealings with His people and lessons they learned about 
what it means to know and walk with God by faith and not by sight. I want this for my 
children. 
 

I’m not much of a storyteller, but my children plead with me each night after family 
devotions to tell them a story. I started years ago just telling silly stories about turtles  

 

continued on next page … 
 

 

Join Us as We Celebrate Only Jesus! 

 

   Sunday, May 9, 2021                                                    Vol. 14, Issue 30 

 

 

 

 



Options for Women Tri-county is running their annual 
baby bottle drive, starting today, Mother’s Day - 
ending Father’s Day. So grab a bottle from the 
welcome table and fill with your loose change or bills 
during the next several weeks and return to the table 
on or before Father’s Day. Thank you! 

 

 
 
 
 

Building & Grounds Ministry  
Jim Judkins 715.338.8837 

oldoutboardjim@hotmail.com 
 

Coffee Ministry 
Sandy Moe: 715.417.1812  
sandy.klj@hotmail.com 

 

Finance Administration  
Bruce Gilliland (Treasurer): 715.338.2580 

financeministry@newlifechristiancommunity.
org 

 

Greeting Card Ministry 
Lynn Nelson: 651.373.1426 
lynnjimnelson@gmail.com 

 

GriefShare Ministry 
Robin Mattson: 715.566.1945 
robinmattson27@gmail.com 

 

Immerse Ministry  
Ana Smith: 715.566.3740  

anajoy87@gmail.com 
 

Meal Train Relief Ministry 
Danielle Panik: 715.554.2214 

dhischer@gmail.com 
 

Music Ministry 
Jeff Warren: 316.308.0833 

 pastorjeff.nlcc@protonmail.com 
 

Missions Outreach 
Lorraine Milner: 715.557.0661 

 lrmilner@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter Administration 
Dawn Holm: 715.472.8453  

djholm@lakeland.ws 
 

Resource Center 
Cory Mattson: 715.417.0945 

cory79mattson@hotmail.com 
 

Sunday Meal Services 
Barbara Judkins: 309.269.0556 

bjdarnell@hotmail.com 
 

Transportation Services 
Art Behr: 715.220.6882 
 behrden1@charter.net 

 

Video Ministry 
Jim Mabee: 651.470.4172  
jmabee@centurytel.net 

 

Widow’s/Shut-ins Ministry 
Linda Rominek: 760.252.1786 

lindajoy77@gmail.com 
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and frogs doing ridiculous things just to make 
them laugh. I noticed, however, how much they 
paid attention to every detail, and they would ask 
questions about why certain characters did what 
they did. Though I would rather at that time just 
call it a night and not think anymore, I began to 
realize they were putting themselves in the shoes 
of the characters of the story and soaking up every 
minute. I thought to myself, “Why not use this 
desire of children to hear stories as another 
moment to teach them important truths of 
Scripture and also how that will apply to the 
situations they will face in their life?”  Now I tell 
them stories about me as a little boy, when God 
was gracious to me though I didn’t know Him, or 
when I sinned and didn’t know my need for a 
savior and new heart.  Or I’ll make up a story with 
characters like Peter the Porcupine who perseveres 
and his friend Timothy the Turtle. In each story I 
seek to convey a truth or, you might say, “practical 
theology,” where these characters (that resemble 
my boys in some ways,) have to put their faith into 
practice in situations that are scary, frustrating, 
confusing, etc. I often stop at a suspenseful point 
and ask my boys, “O no! What do you think 
Timothy the Turtle should do?” It causes them to 
imagine what they would do and prepares them for 
similar real-life situations. 
 

I began this pondering thinking of parents with 
young ones. I only pass on this encouragement 
because I get told by those further along in 
parenting that kiddos grow up so fast (and I am 
just beginning to actually believe it.) But take time 
with these little ones, and fill their minds 
throughout the day, and even at the end of the day, 
with truths of Scripture, modeling walking in faith, 
trusting in Christ, loving Him, and pursuing to 
make Him known to those around you. It’s almost 
always exhausting work, but it’s always worth it. I 
guess the same can be said for adults too. Are we 
sharing stories of how God is at work in our life 
and ways we see Him accomplishing His purposes 
in and around us to prepare those whom He has 
called for that last and final day when He returns? 
Let us look for every opportunity to be pointing 
one another to Christ, the redeemer of all creation, 
the one who promises and is able to make all 
things new again. 
 

Fellow amateur storyteller, Pastor Paul 
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 Church Directory: Life has changed a lot for our 
church family since 2018! That’s how long it’s been 
since our last church directory -- it’s time for an update! 
If you call New Life your church home (even if you’re 
watching from home), help us know and care for one 
another by updating or adding your family information 
and picture. Today after service we will have a 
photographer ready to take your family picture - on 
your way through the meal line, or after you eat. If you 
can’t be there, you can send us a recent (higher 
resolution) photograph. You can update your contact 
information via email (fastest!) or in person after your 
photo is taken. If you’ve already given your info to Julie 
Minell, you don’t need to re-update it, unless it has 
changed. To update info quickly or to email pictures, 
please send as much info as you’re comfortable 
sharing with your church family: your name, address, 
phone #(s), email(s), birthdate(s), anniversary, names 
and birthdates of children. Email directory updates to 
nlccdirectory@gmail.com 

 Immerse: We're down to the last couple of weeks of 
Immerse. Wednesday, May 12th is the last evening 
of  our regularly scheduled classes. Then, on May 
19th we will be having an end-of-the-year sharing 
night & Ice cream social. Also, if anyone would like to 
assist me with the 3rd & 4th graders these last 2 
weeks, contact Ana. it would be greatly appreciated! 

 Ministry Team Fair: Interested in serving on a New 
Life Ministry Team but don’t know much about the 
current ministries?? Well, you’re in Luck, (actually 
you’re in Dresser.) Next Sunday, May 16th,

 
we will 

have a Ministry Team Fair after service. We will have 
the large classroom across from the kitchen set up to 
display all the various ministry teams at New Life. 
There, you will get to hear more about each ministry 
and ways to serve as well as the opportunity to meet 
the team leaders. 
 

      
  
 

 
 

If you are a visitor this morning or have only been coming to 
New Life for a few months we are glad you are joining with us! 
If you would like to learn more about New Life be sure to stop 
by the Resource Center in the front foyer to pick up a welcome 
bag we have for you. We encourage you to stay after service 
for fellowship so we can get to know each other. 

 
    

 

The Resource Center 
 

The Resource Center has a new series of small easy-to-
read booklets written by R. C. Sproul. Each one on a 
different theological topic to include: How Can I Live by 
Faith, What is the Gospel, What is the Trinity, Does God 
Control Everything, How Can I Develop a Christian 
Conscience, Can I Trust the Bible and more.  Come check 
these and other resources out to help you in your walk with 
God! 

 
 

   

 
 

 Pastor Tony Minell        715.417.1982 
   galatiansii20@yahoo.com  
  

 Pastor Paul Linzmeier        320.226.5581  
   pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com 
Pastor Jeff Warren        316.308.0833  
   pastorjeff.nlcc@protonmail.com 
 
 

  Cory Mattson – Secretary        715.417.0945 
  Zachary Fugate           715.379.2918 
  Brian Gates           651.230.6554 
  Matt Leko        651.465.3154 
  Dale Mattson        715.566.2302 
  Greg Mattson        715.417.2444 
  Rene Milner        715.557.0185 
  Jim Nelson        651.283.2132 
  Jay Swisher        763.587.3472 
        

 

Tues Men’s Bible Study– 6:30 am 
Wed Every Man’s Battle– 6:00 am 
Wed Immerse Studies– 6:15 pm 
Thurs Men’s Bible Study– 6:30 am  
Thurs      Ladies Study– 10:00 am  
Thurs  Ladies Bible Study– 12:00 pm  
Thurs Ladies Study– 6:30 pm 
Thurs GriefShare-6:30 pm  
 (Adults & Youth meet separately) 
        

 

  
Isaiah 45:8  
 

“Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the 
clouds rain down righteousness; let the earth 
open, that salvation and righteousness may 
bear fruit; let the earth cause them both to 
sprout; I the LORD have created it.”  ESV 
        

 

          
 

Have you begun a prayer/discipleship 
relationship with someone from New Life? If not, 
prayerfully consider whom you can be regularly 
meeting with for the purpose of growth and 
sharpening as disciples of Jesus. 
        

 

May 16 Meal Team #1 
Jun 2 PICNIC IN THE PARK 

 
 

Contact Barbara Judkins if interested being on a meal 
team.        

   
 
 

Check out New Life Online  
newlifechristiancommunity.org 

        
   
 
 
 
 
 
 

A big heartfelt thank you to all our  
moms for blessing us with all you do! 
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201 State Road 35 N, Dresser, WI ~ 715.201.2295  ~ Email:  info@newlifechristiancommunity.org 
Sunday service starts at 9:30 am / Check out New Life online at newlifechristiancommunity.org 

Join New Life Connect by emailing Pastor Paul at pastorpaul.nlcc@gmail.com 

 

Sermon Notes:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Today’s Passage: 
Pastor Tony’s message is from the  

New Testament book, 
Acts 6:1-7 
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