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Nairanjana Dasgupta (aka Jan) is the Director of Data Analytics and 
Professor of Statistics in the Department of Mathematics and Statistics at 
Washington State University.  From 2017 she has held the Boeing Distinguished 
Professorship in Science/Math Education. In 2018 she was elected as fellow at 
the American Statistical Association “For contributions to methodological 
development of multiple comparisons and the analysis of categorical data; for 
excellence in statistical education and consulting; and for transformative 
advocacy for the statistics profession”. From 2016 to 2019 she held the position 

of the founding Director the Center for Interdisciplinary Statistical Education and Research, 
which is the statistical consulting/collaboration unit within WSU.  

She joined WSU in August 1996 only days after graduating with her PhD in Statistics from 
University of South Carolina.  Her research is on simultaneous testing, optimal designs, binary 
and ordinal data.  She has authored 55 peer reviewed articles and been successful in obtaining 
federal grants from NIH, NSF as well as NIST.  During her time at WSU she has chaired 63 
graduate student committees (MS and PhD).  Mentoring and Graduate education are her 
passion.  Her theme as Boeing Distinguished Professor is data literacy and she has been 
organizing workshops on this topic. 
  
She has always enjoyed story-telling with data and appreciating the fact that Statistics is a 
Science but Data Analysis is an Art.  She has made contributions to some real issues in the 
state of WA like:  helping apple growers design effective harvesting strategies, modeling cracks 
on highways, understanding environmental implications of heavy metals in the lakes of Eastern 
Washington, as well as help shape some policies about wolves as endangered species. Her forte 
is finding mathematically sound but feasible, practical solutions to real-life problems.  
  
Vision as President of CWS:  
CSW is about to celebrate its 50th anniversary and has come a LONG way in being a forum and 
a voice for women in Statistics.  It has helped women in talking about work life balance, and 
other family and child-care obligations.  As we move past our golden anniversary, I would like 
to anticipate issues that will be facing us and start the conversation about these topics.  As a 
President my mission will be two-fold: 

1. Connecting the past and present via mentoring 
2. Globalization of CWS 

For the first mission, I would like to highlight all that CWS has done over the years.  To learn 
the history and especially the challenges that the pioneers of this organization faced when 
women were not common in the field.  This information will be crucial as we face the future and 
fields like Data Science, Data Analytics become closely associated with Statistics.  This will bring 
the challenges of the field of computation to Statistics.  Some of the problems that the 
newcomers to Statistics are facing are like what was faced in the past.  These include few 
women in the classes that are highly computational, lack of female mentors.  Hence, my vision 



is that the CWS pioneers will mentor the new CWS members.  Not only about work life balance, 
but how to navigate a field where women are not as common. 
  
My second mission would be to really increase the global impact of CWS.  With the COVID crisis 
we have seen that one can meet and interact even if we are across the globe.  As ASA has 
more and more members that are outside the US, we need t look at the specific challenges 
faced by women in Statistics across the world.  I would like to work closely with some of the 
international Statistical organizations and reach out to the women in different countries. 
  
Both my mission is based on my own experience.  Mentoring (both as mentor and mentee) has 
been a major contributor to my career.  I would love to connect the pioneers and the 
newcomers and make it a great experience for both.  Further, having grown up and attended 
grade school and college in India, I can appreciate that challenges I faced were not the same 
faced by my cohort across the world.  I would love to enable connections so that women in 
statistics across the world can talk to each other. 
  
 


