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A s the wife of three husbands and the mother 
of eleven known children who married into 

seven other Germanna families, my ancestress 
Susanna Klaar was one of the matriarchs of the 
Second Germanna Colony.
	 While 1717 Germanna immigrant Michael 
Clore has been a well-known �gure in the Ger-
manna story, it was only more recently discovered 
that his sister Susanna Klaar was also a member 
of the Second Colony. �anks to the work of Gary 
J. Zimmerman and Johni Cerny published in the 
Before Germanna series in 1990, we have made the 
connection between Susanna and the Clore fami-
ly.
	 Hans Michael and Susanna Klaar, as they 
were named in German records, are presumed to 
have been born in Gemmingen, Baden as that is 
where their younger siblings have recorded bap-
tisms. Unfortunately, the Gemmingen church re-
cords were destroyed during the �irty Years War 
and recommence just a�er the birth of Susanna. 
�eir parents were Hans Martin Klaar and Ma-
ria Anna Barbara, surname unknown.
Family of Martin Klaar and Barbara:
1.	 Hans Michael Klaar aka Michael Clore, born 

about 16871; will recorded 17 March 1763 in 
Culpeper County, Virginia2; married about 
1706 Anna Maria Barbara, surname un-
known3; married before 14 July 1760 Anne 
Elizabeth, surname unknown, in Virginia.4

2.	 Susanna Klaar, born about 16915; died a�er 
6 April 1764 in Virginia.6

3.	 Anna Barbara Klaar, baptized 7 October 
1696 in Gemmingen.7

4.	 Anna Maria Klaar, baptized 7 August 1698 
in Gemmingen8; married 1 April 1718 Hans 
Heinrich Sauselin in Gemmingen.9

5.	 Anna Barbara Claren, born 15 February 
170210; died 27 January 1703 in Gemmin-
gen.11

6.	 Hans Adam Klaar, born 4 February 170412; 
died 16 August 1704 in Gemmingen.13

	 �e church records of Gemmingen also give 
us the previously overlooked name of Susanna’s 
�rst husband, Philipp Joseph Weber. �ey were 
married 26 January 1706 in Gemmingen14 and 
had six children baptized there. Another child was 
born while the family was en route to Virginia.  
	 Soon a�er the arrival in Virginia, Philipp Jo-
seph Weber died and Susanna married second to 
fellow 1717 immigrant Jacob Crigler with whom 
she had at least four additional children. All of the 
Second Colony Weavers and Criglers are descen-
dants of Susanna Klaar. Jacob Crigler died before 
3 April 1734 when Susanna gave bond as adminis-
tratrix of his estate with her brother Michael Clore 
and George Utz as security.15

Children of Susanna Klaar:
1.	 Hans Martin Weber, baptized 26 April 1707 

in Gemmingen16; died 4 May 1707 in Gem-
mingen.17

2.	 Johann Georg Weber, baptized 23 March 
1708 in Gemmingen18; died 23 May 1708 in 
Gemmingen.19

3.	 Hans Georg Weber, baptized 7 May 1709 in 
Gemmingen20; died 9 May 1709 in Gemmin-
gen.21

4.	 Hans Dieterich Weber aka 
Peter Weaver, baptized 8 No-
vember 1710 in Gemmingen22; 
will recorded 18 August 1763 
in Culpeper County, Virginia23; 
married estimated about 1726-
1727 Louisa Elisabetha Volck 
in Virginia.

5.	 Maria Sophia Weber, baptized 
26 October 1713 in Gemmin-

gen24; married estimated about 1730 Hans 
Peter Fleischmann aka Peter Fleshman in 
Virginia.

6.	 Hans Georg Weber, baptized 17 December 
1715 in Gemmingen25; died 15 April 1717 in 
Gemmingen.26

7.	 Waldburga Weber aka Margaret “Peggy” 
Weaver, born about 171727; probably died 
before 25 January 179828; married Johannes 
Willheit aka John Wilhoit in Virginia.

8.	 Christopher Crigler, born estimated about 
1721 in Virginia; died between 9 September 
1808 - 23 May 1810 in Madison County, Vir-
ginia29; married about 1750 Catherine Finks 
in Virginia.

9.	 Nicholas Crigler, born estimated about 1723 
in Virginia; died before 19 October 1789 in 
Culpeper County, Virginia30; married before 
1750 Margaret Kaifer in Virginia.31

10.	Susanna Crigler, born estimated between 
1721 - 1734 in Virginia; married Michael Utz 
in Virginia.

11.	Elizabeth Crigler, born estimated between 
1728 - 1733 in Virginia; died about 1811 in 
Madison County, Virginia32; married about 
1749 Michael Yager in Virginia.33

	 Jacob Crigler’s land patent was adjacent to 
that of Michael Clore. Apparently Susanna and her 
brother had a little disagreement over his choice of 
location to build a mill, as on 17 July 1735 Michael 
Claure petitioned to build a water grist mill and 
have one acre of the land of Susanna Crigler, who 
refused to sell. 
	 �e records are silent as to the cause of this 
refusal. Was Susanna trying to get a better price? 
Or did she just not want to give up part of her 
land? �e Court sided with Michael and ordered 
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Richard Burdine, William Rush and Jacob Broyle, 
or any two of them, to view the land and if it took 
away no improvements to value it and Michael 
Claure to pay the money to Susanna Crigler.34 
	 Again on 21 July 1736 Michael Claure peti-
tioned to build a mill as one of the men appointed 
to appraise and value the land of Susanna Krigler 
had died. �ree new men, William Lucas, Hen-
ry Caine and Henry McCoy, or any two of them, 
were to view the land and if it took away no im-
provements to value it and if Michael Claure paid 
Susanna Krigler for him to be put in possession of 
it.35 Valuation of an acre of land belonging to Su-
sanna Krigler was returned into court 27 January 
1736 (Old Style) and by order of the court sold to 
Michael Clore.36

	 A�er once again being widowed, Susanna 
married third to fellow 1717 immigrant Nicho-
las Yager. As Nicholas Yager had only one son, it 
seems reasonable to assume that they were mar-
ried by 1736 when he was taxed for 4 tithables.37 
Together Nicklaus Jaeger and Susana his wife 
served as sponsors at the baptism of Elizabeth 
Ho�man on 3 August 1746.38 
	 In 1748 the wife of Nicklaus Jaeger served as 
sponsor at the baptism of Anna Margaretha Ho�-
man.39 Nicholas Yager died between 18 August 
1751 when he and Georgia [sic] his wife served as 
sponsor at the baptism of Maria Ho�man40 and 6 
April 1764 when Susannah was mentioned as the 
widow of Nicholas Yager in sales of slaves to her 
sons Nicholas and Christopher Crigler.41 
	 Susanna died sometime a�er this, as it is the 
last known record of her. �ere were no known 
children of the third marriage but Susanna would 
have become step-mother and grandmother to all 
of Nicholas Yager’s descendants.
	 While it is wonderful to have all the records 
of events related to Susanna mentioned in this ar-
ticle, wouldn’t it be great to have her exact birth 
and death dates? And to know her burial location? 
As my friend Barbara Price reminds us, “remem-
ber your female ancestors, they are half of your 
genealogy.”
	 Do you have a MISSing female in your line?  
If so, contact Barbara Price at Barbara.Price@ger-
manna.org. T
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Illustration 3: Members of the Joseph and Susanna Wever family that arrived in Virginia and for whom Alexan-
der Spotswood claimed headrights as recorded in Virginia Land Office Patent Book 14: 382.
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Illustration 1: Marriage Record of Philipp Joseph Weber and Susanna Klaar from the Gemmingen Parish Regis-
ter of Marriages (Heiraten).








