
       

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

THE POCONO MOUNTAINS MUSIC FESTIVAL SUMMER PROGRAMS 
APPLICATIONS OPEN FOR THE 2017 PERFORMING ARTS CAMP 

 

 
The Pocono Mountains Music Festival (formerly the Buck Hill Skytop Music Festival) is back 
for another summer of unforgettable performances and programs. In addition to a robust summer 
festival performance schedule, the Pocono Mountains Music Festival offers numerous 
educational opportunities to aspiring young artists all across the northeast Pennsylvania region. 
The arts have proven time and time again to be a long-term benefit in young peoples’ lives, and 
it is our commitment to share the power of the arts with younger generations. Join us for an 
inspiring summer! 

2017 PERFORMING ARTS CAMP” “Imagination: Go as Far as You Can Dream” 

This year’s Performing Arts Camp takes place from July 24th to August 6th at Pocono 
Mountain East High School. We encourage parents and grandparents to enroll their children and 
grandchildren in the camp to develop their talents and discover new ones. The concept is to 
experience joy, discover oneself, and to witness the power that is unleashed by performing in 
front of a live audience. This knowledge is beneficial no matter what career these campers 
pursue in life.  

Registration is NOW OPEN and has expanded to include students in grades 6 through college. 
There are no auditions, and all are encouraged to apply! Students will receive training from some 
of the top-performers in their field, including those in Dance, Acting/Improvisation, Percussion 
Music (using the “Orff Approach”), Musical Theatre, and Painting, in addition to attending 
Master Classes with working-professionals in the performing arts industry. This year we are 
thrilled to have on the camp staff: Becky Burdett (Orff instructor) a teacher in Abington Heights 
School District; Lisa Clarson (dance and visual arts instructor) a veteran of show business for 
over forty years; and Danny Gorfman (camp instructor) a director, choreographer, and theater 
arts educator who has worked throughout the US and abroad for the past decade. Master Classes 
will be led by original Hamilton cast member Carleigh Bettioli, Principal Dresser at Chicago the 
Musical on Broadway, JoAnn Bethel, and award-winning Broadway Actress Barbara Andres. 



The camp will be broken into three groups: Arts Academy for rising 6th, 7th & 8th Grade; 
Performing Artists for rising 9th, 10th, 11th & 12th Grade; and College Intensive for Rising 
College Freshmen, Sophomore, Junior & Seniors (18-21 yrs old). 

After working with an incredible group of mentors and teachers, all of the camp students will 
culminate in their very own production at their Festival performance on August 6 at 6:30 PM at 
Pocono Mountain East High School, where they will feature their newly honed talents. Campers 
will also take part in rehearsals for their performance alongside Broadway stars and the full 
festival orchestra in the concert production of Meredith Willson’s beloved musical, The Music 
Man on July 28 at 7:30 PM at Pocono Mountain East High School. With the generous support of 
educational leaders in the area and the Festival’s affiliation with East Stroudsburg University, 
students will have a chance to rehearse and perform in some of the area’s best facilities. Past 
camp participant Hailey Labar said of her experience, “The two weeks we had camp were the 
best two weeks of my summer. I'm so thankful for all of the great workshops I got to be a part of, 
and all of the wonderful and inspirational people I met. This camp definitely has improved me as 
a person and a performer and I can't wait for next summer!!!” 

Registration is $300 per student, and includes workshops, master classes, and tickets to the 
Festival concerts. 20 full scholarships will be available for those students eligible for financial 
aid. 

 
LIBRARY PROGRAM 

The Pocono Mountains Music Festival and the 7 regional libraries of Monroe County are 
excited to present again the Library Program. This is the 5th year of our artists using the power 
of their art form to inspire and excite our Young Readers. In the process of presenting their art 
form, they encourage young children to utilize the resources that are available at their local 
libraries. This is a partnership that has a true synergistic effect.  

Seven sessions at each of the regional libraries occur each week. The first week, July 24th 
through the 27th, Conny Andres, current dance teacher and former veteran dancer of multiple 
Broadway shows, tours and regional theaters across America, will demonstrate and talk about 
dance while sharing the experience of a professional journey. Young students participate in 
trying their own skills in expressing themselves through this art form, which is an intrinsic part 
of all cultures.  

The second week, July 31st through August 3rd, we are pleased to have Wendy Law, teaching 
artist of the New York Philharmonic. Especially noteworthy this year is the fact that her group 
Classical Jam will be appearing at our Festival on Thursday evening August 3rd at the Tennis 
Tea at Buck Hill Falls. Wendy and her group have toured the country and the world as 
performing artists and also doing residencies in many schools to unleash the creative energy in 
young students.  

Coordinating this entire program is Cindy Deluca, head librarian at the Barrett Friendly Library 
in Cresco.  



Check your local libraries for the exact time and date and bring your children and grandchildren 
to what historically has been an inspirational and fun experience for both adults and children.  
Visit www.PoconoFest.org to learn more about all the season’s events and programs, to register 
for the 2017 Summer Camp, and to buy tickets. 

Please email info@PoconoFest.org with any questions. 
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