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Cindy Thury Smith’s TESSELLATING STARS 

 

Class Description   half day class 3-4 hours 
Explore over a half dozen different designs created from this easy to piece star block.  
Totally scrappy, Rainbow Fade, Monochromatic, Medallion, Lightening Stars, Twinkling Stars, 
embellished, take your pick.  
An easy sewing trick eliminates cutting any diagonals. A class for beginners to experts! 
 

Tools Required: Rotary cutter and matt, 6" x 24" acrylic ruler, sewing machine with neutral 
thread, pins, iron. 
 

FABRIC REQUIREMENTS: 
This pattern can be done using most prints or solids but, plaids, stripes and polka dots will 
be difficult to work with.  Prints should be small to medium scale so you can still read the 
pattern when cut into 2 1/2" strips.  Class project will be a 48"X60" lap quilt; block size is 11 1/2-
12" (depending upon how accurately you sew your seams).  Each block will be trimmed up after 
sewing so all your blocks will be identically sized and sew easily into the completed top. 
 

Coloration #1: This variation is the easiest and quickest to piece, using only 2 fabrics: a 
"background" fabric and a "star" fabric. The stars will appear to float on top of the background. 
You will need 1 2/3 yards of each fabric. Choose high contrasting fabrics. 
Coloration #2: A second, easy way to colorize this quilt is to use the same background fabric in 
every block, but to piece each "star" from a different scrap fabric. You will need 1 2/3 yards of 
"background" fabric plus 20 scrap fabrics consisting of a strip 2 1/2" X 42" and a strip 2 1/2" X 4 
1/2" OR 20 12" squares of scrap fabrics. 
Coloration #3: Multicolored Scrappy, random pattern. In this version you just mix colors and 
patterns because you like the fabrics next to each other. I would suggest bringing 20-25 fabrics 
to start with (you can easily add more at home to make a larger project).  Out of each fabric 
either bring a 12" square OR bring one strip 2 1/2" X 42" plus a strip 2 1/2" X 4 1/2". 
 
 

USUALLY students choose one of the above coloration patterns, but not always.  If each person 
brings enough fabric to do 12-15 blocks they should get enough practice on the construction 
and enough confidence in placing fabric colors together that they can go home and add more 
fabrics and make a larger quilt if they wish.  Students can bring either the strips or 12" squares 
(makes 1 block) or fat quarters (1 fat quarter makes 2 blocks).  I do provide handouts including a 
graph page showing the different layouts. 
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Examples from previous classes taught by Cindy Thury Smith
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


