
 

President’s Column 
 

My Dearest Friends, 

I cannot believe my term as your president is going to be 
over in the next few weeks.  Time has really flown by.  I 
thank each and every one of you for all the support you 
have given me.  You made the job so much easier.  Please 
give the same support, respect and love to Renelle.  She  
is a very special lady and I know you will all adore her the 
way  I do. Thank you. 

Special thanks go out to our super vice presidents,  
Renelle and Elaine.  They sure found terrific speakers this 
year!  Hats off to you both.  Our treasurer, Nancy, walked 
into a mess but quickly got us back on track!  Brenda, our 
secretary and my great friend, is always faithful, ready and 
willing to lend a hand.  I could not have completed this job 
without her. 

Mickey, the hats she wore this year!  The block of the 
month was amazing, was it not?  Most of all, Mickey 
helped me by knowing the bylaws and knew the history    
of our club to show me the way.  Thank you, Mickey! 

Dean and Mary, what fun we all had with the challenge   
this year!  The table runners were absolutely fabulous! 

My friend, Nancy and all her community service gals,          
I adore you! You give our club a great name in the 
community. You show the world that quilters are the most 
giving women. Thank you for making us look good! 

Karen, you have worked very hard this year keeping our 
membership up to date.  You are a wonderful friend. 

(continued next column) 

(President’s Column, continued) 

Lisa, what would the newsletter be without you?  Your 
service to our group has not gone unnoticed. The pictures 
and your articles have been so professional.  Thank you for 
staying another year. 

Carole started a new small group this year and helped us 
get her church for our quilt show.  Diane does a wonderful 
job on Secret Sisters.  Continue the great work!  Barb, 
thank you for getting the Sunshine and Shadows back up 
and running.  You did a nice job.  LuAnn, the web site is 
bigger and better thanks to you!  Nancy, Linda and Mary, 
another successful retreat.  Thank you for your hard work.  
Last, but not at all least, thank you Sharon for Facebook, 
our new adventure. Your devotion is truly appreciated.  
Thank you for your service. 

All of you make our group special!  Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year.  I pray next year God blesses each of 
you in a very special way. 

I am truly blessed for knowing all of you. 

Shawn Taylor, President 

December 15 Meeting 
is Holiday Party 

Please remember to bring an 
ugly fat quarter for the Holiday 
fabric exchange.  
In addition, we will be making a 
holiday ornament.  Please bring 3 or 4,  1/2 inch strips      
of green batik fabric that has been heavily starched. We 
will turn this into a cute ornament that you can bring home 
with you.   
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January Speaker 
is Caron Lage 
Finding the book, “Earth From 
Above” by Yann Arthus-
Bertrand, on the donation cart 
at her local library, fiber artist 
Caron Lage was intrigued by 
the beautiful aerial photos. 
Many have a similar rhythm to 
the quilts that Lage and other 

quilters/artists employ in their work. Lage shared the book 
with a couple of friends. The result was a collection of  
nearly 90 pieces of art that incorporated quilting and fiber 
art techniques. Caron will be discussing this project and 
sharing many of the completed quilts with us at our 
meeting. 

February Workshop with Sue Heinz 
Saturday, Feb. 28th 
Learn how to free motion quilt on your domestic machine. 
More details to come. 
  

Elaine Franks & Renelle Kunau, Co-Vice President 

Quilt Show Committee meets Jan. 12 
The Quilt Show Committee will meet January 12, 7:00 p.m. 
at Davanni’s. Anyone is welcome to join us—come share 
your ideas! 

Membership Renewals due in Dec. 
I will be ready to start taking money for 2015 membership 
dues at the December meeting. I'd like to request that 
people either pay by check (made out to WOW) or have 
the exact amount of cash ($30) as it is difficult for me to 
anticipate and have correct change for larger amounts.     
I'll have envelopes for each member with their contact 
information and request that they review the information 
carefully and make any changes so that a new roster can 
be accurately prepared. 
Karen Anderson, Membership Chair 

Community Service 
The wonderful WOW members have donated over 100 
quilts, over 100 placemats, and many additional items this 
past year. That is something to be proud of as we think of 
the recipients who are thankful for our gifts. You truly make 
a difference in our world. 
Nancy Miller, Community Service 

Secret Sisters
We're coming to the end of another year of sharing quilting 
fun with our Secret Sisters. I hope you've enjoyed 
participating in the gift exchange.  Our 2014 Secret Sisters 
will be revealed at the December meeting/Holiday Party. 
Do you think you know who your sister is? I'm so proud of 
myself - I've carried the list of Secret Sisters in my purse all 
year and was never tempted to peek once! 
We'll be getting new Secret Sisters in January and the 
information needed will be sent out in early January. If you 
have a suggestion that will help to make it more fun, please 
let me know. I'll set it up so you'll be able to be a Secret 
Sister even if you're out of town in January. 
For your December gift - how about an idea for something 
to work on during cold winter months or beautiful fat 
quarters that make you feel warm all over? 
Happy Holidays and Happy Quilting! 
Diane Salls, Secret Sisters Coordinator  

December Block of the Month 
WOW has "stitched" our journey 
across the United States this 
year with blocks from the east to 
the west.  To celebrate our 
journey, the December Block is 
"All American".  Bring both your 
November and December blocks 
to the WOW meeting on  
December 15th.  If you have 

participated in any of the Block of the Month drawings, your 
name is entered into an additional prize drawing. 

Block:  All American:  10" 
Site:  All American 
Color Choices – you select: 

Bright Contemporary- Red, White/Off White, Blue 
OR 
Americana- Red, Off-White, Blue!  
Mickey Ellis/Designing Women - Block of the Month

COMING to WOW in 2015  
The Year of the UFO! 

(Stay Tuned….) 

http://www.quilterscache.com/A/AllAmericanBlock.html


Member Spotlight: Connie Falkenstein 

• Approximately how long                     
have you been a member of 
WOW?  8 months 
• Where were you born and 
where do you live now?  Born 
in Oshkosh, Wisconsin; now live 
in Eden Prairie  
• How long have you been 
quilting?  2½ years 

• Who taught you to quilt?  Self-taught 
• How many quilts would you guess you’ve 

completed?  Mostly smaller lap or baby quilts, a few 
twin size – about 15 quilts 

• What is your favorite quilting technique or style?  I 
like embroidered appliqué incorporated into traditional 
block style 

• What is your favorite type of fabric to quilt with? 
Batiks 

• Do you prefer hand or machine quilting?  Machine 
quilting 

• What is the biggest change that has happened since 
you started quilting?  I don’t cook as much (I am a 
registered dietitian and loved to cook prior to quilting) 

• What’s your favorite quilt store?  I go to Eagle Creek, 
Quilter’s Haven (Rosemount) and Blue Bamboo 

• What’s the furthest away place you’ve ever shopped 
for quilt fabric? Punta Gorda, Florida 

• What’s your favorite quilting magazine, book or 
website? “The Quilt Show” 

• Who’s your favorite quilt or fabric designer?     
I love Jinny Beyer fabrics and have tried one of 
her easier quilts.

• What’s your favorite thing to wear while 
quilting? Yoga pants and tee shirts

• How many UFO’s will you admit to?  Since I’m 
so new at it I only have my 2 most recent ones 
that I haven’t quilted

• What do you like to collect? Tonal fabrics
• What do your family members think/say about 

your quilting? They like it since all have been 
recipients of my efforts

• What other activities do you enjoy when you’re 
not quilting?  I like reading, theater (attending) 
and duplicate bridge.

• Any other Fun Facts you’d like to share about 
yourself? My mother was a wonderful seamstress 
and taught me to sew when I was about 10. She 
never tried quilting and when she was older she 

   (Continued next column)

(Member Spotlight Continued) 

decided to attempt a quilt – had everything cut and 
ready when she became ill – she passed away 
before ever starting the quilt – I know she would be 
amazed at what is being done now in the quilting 
world – I think about her almost every time I am 
working on a quilt.

WOW Quilt Guild Meeting Minutes 
November 24, 2014 
Medina Entertainment Center 

Shawn Taylor opened the meeting.  We started our 
meeting by voting for our paint chip challenge table runner. 
Shawn Taylor announced that our room rate was going up 
from $100.00 to $150.00/month.  Renelle Kunau checked 
into other places and found out that Medina was still the 
least expensive. Dawn Bryant made a motion to approve 
and sign the contract and Carol Olson seconded.  It was 
approved. 
SPEAKER 
Renelle Kuneau introduced our speaker, Karen Stone.  
She did a workshop during the day which was a lot of fun.  
She gave us a slide presentation and did a trunk show.  
She talked about foundation paper piecing and fusible 
appliqué. 
Next month we will not have a speaker, but will instead 
hold our Holiday Party, which will include a make and take, 
refreshments and our Secret Sister reveal.  We will be 
meeting on December 15 instead of our regular day, 
because of the Christmas Holiday. We are also asked to 
bring an ugly fat quarter from our stash.  For our make and 
takes, please bring 3-4 strips of green batik, ½” wide, 
heavily starched. 
We also received sheets for the Presidents Block for 
Shawn Taylor.   
January’s speaker will be Caron Lage, and in February Sue 
Heinz from Kismet Quilting will conduct a workshop. 
MEMBERSHIP 
We had 66 members with 7 guests and 1 new member. 
BIRTHDAY CLUB 
Birthday Club collected $74.  Don’t forget to bring in a 
donation during your birthday month! 

(Guild Meeting Minutes continue next page) 



(Guild Meeting Minutes Continued) 
FACEBOOK 
Sharon Peterson talked about Facebook and that we are 
up to 98 likes.  Once we reach 100, we move to a different 
level. 
PAINT CHIP CHALLENGE 
Sue Haug won 1st place, Robin Kohls won 2nd place and 
Connie Falkenstein won 3rd place. 
QUILT SHOW 2015 
Date:  October 3, 2015 
Location:  Beautiful Savior Church in Plymouth 
We need 3-4 women to be on the Advertising committee. 
OFFICERS 
President:  Renelle Kunau 
Vice President:  Robin Kohls 
Treasurer:  Nancy Erbst 
Secretary:  Brenda Dunlavy 
Elaine Franks made a motion to approve all the names on 
the ballot.  It was seconded and all approved. 
Jean Dovenberg was our Quilter of the Month and showed 
a few of her favorite quilts. 
We ended with Show & Share. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Brenda Dunlavy, Secretary 

Paint Chip Quilt Challenge Winners 

Below are just two of the many beautiful quilts Sharon 
Stone shared with us at the November meeting: 

✓DECEMBER CHECKLIST: 
      

Your Name tag 
Blocks of the Month for Nov & Dec 
Birthday Club Donations 
Secret Sister surprises (for reveal) 
Show and Share items 
Free books, magazines and fabric     
to share 
Fabrics for Holiday 
Party (see article) 
President’s Block for 
Shawn 

Winners of 2014 Paint Chip Quilt Challenge are shown 
above. Left to right: Connie Falkenstein (3rd place), Robin 
Kohls (2nd place ), Sue Haug (1st place). There were 28 
runners entered in the contest and everyone did a great 
job in meeting the challenge! 



Show & Share 
Gallery  

November 
 Meeting

Linda Baule shared a professional tote she 
made

Jean Carlton showed two more quilts that had been contributed to the 36 Quilts 
project. She delivered over 80 quilts this month. 

Sharyn Resvick  showed her Spinning Stars quilt, which was a Sharon 
Stone pattern. 

Just a portion of the 27 beautiful runners entered in the Paint Chip Challenge

Photos at left: Angela Coleman shared two projects 
she’d completed after winning Blocks of the Month.

Jean Dovenberg was chosen for our Member Spotlight. She brought 2 of her favorite quilts to share. 

Brenda Dunlavy showed a new laminated 
bag technique she learned



WOW 2014 Officers & Committee Chairs
President Shawn Taylor 612-581-8236 sewluv2quilt@gmail.com
Vice Presidents Elaine Franks 

Renelle Kunau
763-843-0964 
612-968-2262

esfranks101@gmail.com 
wkunau@comcast.net

Treasurer Nancy Erbst 612-965-5664 nancy@erbst.org
Secretary Brenda Dunlavy 763-557-2941 bdunlavy@compasspoint-media.com
Activity Coordinator Mickey Ellis 763-475-9581 ellis_mickey@yahoo.com
Birthday Club Gail Bronner 612-825-4783 gbbronner@comcast.net
Block of the Month  Mickey Ellis / 

Designing Women
763-475-9581 ellis_mickey@yahoo.com 

Challenge Quilt Dean Davis 
Mary Gunness

952-412-3155 
763-593-3862

deanvdavis@yahoo.com 
monkswood@comcast.net

Community Service Nancy Miller /Maple 
Grove Sr. Quilters

612-201-5240 nancy_miller@comcast.net

Facebook Community Sharon Peterson 303-775-1796 smp1951@hotmail.com
Membership Karen Anderson 763-550-1686 kjanderson1947@comcast.net
Newsletter Lisa Olson 763-559-9638 lpolson53@gmail.com
Small Group Coord. Carole Olson 763-544-7130 carole_olson@msn.com
Secret Sisters Diane Salls 952-857-9114 dsalls40@yahoo.com
Sunshine & Shadows Barb Pavek 763-473-0147 Jrpavek@msn.com
Activity Coordinator Mickey Ellis 763-475-9581 ellis_mickey@yahoo.com
Web Mistress LuAnn Sing 952-472-0825 lmsing54@mchsi.com
Retreat Coordinators Nancy Erbst 

Linda Lindholm 
Mary Inman-Forbes

763-389-3719 
612-735-5849 
763-559-0703

nancy@erbst.org 
linda.lindholm@honeywell.com  
mf@jayscompany.com

The Women of the West Quilt Guild was 
organized in December of 1997 to 
encourage and support all levels of quilters.  
The guild offers education, programs, 
fellowship, communication and community 
service while providing a place to be among 
people that share the same interest of the art 
of quilting.  Meetings are held the 4th 
Monday monthly at 7 p.m. at the Medina 
Entertainment Center.  If there is a conflict 
with a holiday, another night will be 
scheduled.  The Medina Entertainment 
Center is on Highway 55 in Medina.
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