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President’s Column 
 

Dearest Ladies of WOW, 

November already! This year has gone by so fast.  All the 
leaves are gone and you know what is coming. 

There are still a few important offices to fill. We need a Vice 
President to continue to have speakers come and educate 
and help us get our inspiration going. Renelle and Elaine 
have done a super job. They have the calendar finished for 
six months. We also need Activities and Newsletter chairs. 
Please telephone either Renelle or me if you are 
interested. I have enjoyed serving this year. It has been a 
wonderful experience and I have had the privilege of 
getting to know all the members. Please consider helping 
out. It is only a one year commitment. Thank you. 

We also have some openings for the quilt show 
committees. It will be here before we know it. Thank you for 
the boutique items. Keep them coming. The money from 
the boutique goes into our general fund. 

Did you enjoy Susan Cleveland?  She was wonderful and 
very funny. I heard lots of good comments from you. 

Please thank both Renelle and Elaine for getting us such 
wonderful and enjoyable speakers this year. They have 
done a terrific job! Thank you, Renelle and Elaine. I adore 
you both.                                                                                                                                                                                                            

I pray everyone has a special Thanksgiving with your 
family and friends. 

I am sew blessed, 

Shawn Taylor, President 

!
November Speaker is Karen Stone !

Join us in November as Karen 
Stone shares her Trunk Show with 
WOW. Karen will be bringing 
many of her quilts to share with 
us, along with a slide-show 
presentation which will include 
some of her works still in progress. 

Below are  a few examples of Karen’s amazing art quilts. 

Karen Stone Workshop - In addition to speaking, Karen 
will be conducting the "Points and Spirals: Improvisational 
String Piecing on Foundations" class during the day on 
Monday, 11/24. The class is a day of freedom from our 
usual obsession with precision and perfection. The 
workshop is full, but if you already signed up for the class 
and have not received the supply list, please contact 
Renelle Kunau at  wkunau@comcast.net.    

December Meeting Moved to December 15: WOW will 
meet a week early in December. This will be our holiday 
party, featuring treats, a make & take and the Secret Sister 
exchange.  

Elaine Franks & Renelle Kunau, Co-Vice President 

Women Of the West !
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Quilt Challenge 2014 
This is the month . . . at our November WOW meeting we 
will be able to see and vote for our 'choice' of the best of 
the best paint chip table runner project. This has certainly 
been a 'challenge' for me, so I believe that it has also been 
a 'challenge' for others. After the show of hands at the 
October WOW meeting, we are planning for a large 
number of projects to display . . . Yeah!!!  !
Please turn in your entry (in a 'plain' wrapper) to either 
Mary or Dean before the November WOW meeting. !
Dean Davis and Mary Gunness - Quilt Challenge !
Raffle Quilt for 2015 WOW Quilt Show 
WOW! What wonderful geese!  The geese have been 
divided into flocks by color and the design is developing.  
Many thanks to all who participated and sewed these 
beautiful geese.  
Thank you!! !
Dean Davis, Raffle Quilt Chair !!
Quilt Show Committee meets on 11/17 
The Quilt Show Committee will be meeting November 17, 
7:00 p.m. at Davanni’s. Anyone is welcome to join us—
come share your ideas!  We are still in need of people to  
fill the positions shown below. How about talking a friend 
into co-chairing with you?  
• Secretary 
• Advertising Chair 
• Special Exhibits 
• Speaker/Demonstrations Coordinator 
• Volunteer Coordinator 
• Raffle Quilt to Other Guilds Coordinator (Brenda D. will 

coordinate overall ticket sales, but we still need someone 
to coordinate taking the quilt around to be viewed at 
other area guild meetings.) !!

Secret Sisters	
!
I thought the little yoyo tree ornaments that Carole showed 
at the last WOW meeting were really cute. Perhaps many 
of you are also making tree decorations this year - what a 
great idea for a Secret Sister gift! Make one or two extra for 
your Secret Sister this month. !
In December we'll be revealing who our Secret Sister is 
and in January we'll be getting new Sisters. Remember to 
send your gift with a friend if you aren't able to be at the 
meeting, and have that person bring the gift home for you. !
Diane Salls, Secret Sisters Coordinator  

November Block of the Month !
We have made it to the West Coast 
with our Block of the Month project. 
It’s California, a state of flowers, 
vegetables, warmth, sun and 
Disneyland!  What is your favorite 
memory of the Mickey Mouse Club 
and/or Disneyland? !

Our November WOW meeting program is very busy so we 
will move our November Block of the Month to the 
December meeting.  At that meeting we will draw winners 
for both November and December. !
November Block of the Month -  
(Drawing to be held in December) 
Block Name - Road to California 
Size - 12" 
Site - http://www.quilterscache.com/R/
RoadtoCaliforniaBlock.html 
Color choices - 2 Bright Colors with Off-White OR 
                         2 Traditional Colors with Off-White !
Mickey Ellis/Designing Women - Block of the Month	


 

Birthday Club !
Our birthday anniversary reminds us of our good fortune.    
I fell at the beginning of October and have been tied up 
with pins and braces and whatnot. !
While I’m not happy to lose the use of my arm, I keep 
thinking about the teacher I worked with who was born with 
a left arm to only just above her elbow. When I’ve been 
feeling sorry for myself, I think about her and all the things 
she did for inspiration. “What would Miss Kate do” was my 
mantra to stretch myself and stop all those cloudy 
thoughts. Bringing this back to our birthdays, we share the 
blessings and give back a little. I think the quilters from 
WOW are generous, as seen in the women who stepped 
forward and helped out when I couldn’t do the Birthday 
club. A big “Thank You” to them and to all who give a hand 
to others every day.  !
Gail Bronner, Birthday Club Coordinator 

COMING to WOW in 2015  
The Year of the UFO! 

(Stay Tuned….) 

http://www.quilterscache.com/R/RoadtoCaliforniaBlock.html


Member Spotlight — Jean Dovenberg !
• Where were you born? I was 

born in Pipestone, MN. 
• Approximately how long 

have you been a member of 
WOW? About 9 years 

• How long have you been 
quilting? 9 years !

• Who taught you to quilt? I watched my grandmother 
and her three sister’s quilt. I promised myself years later 
that on retirement I would give it a try.  I still have a 
rather ragged quilt made by these glorious ladies which 
contains fabric from my first sewing project. 

• How many quilts would you guess you’ve 
completed?  I am working on my 40th.   

• What is your favorite type of fabric to quilt with?       
I have been big into batik and brights. However, I would 
like to try some Civil War fabric again. 

• Do you prefer hand or machine quilting? Since I like 
to make useful bed size quilts I am definitely a machine 
quilter. Also, I need to see completion.  

• Have you ever won an award for one or more of 
your quilts? The lovely women of WOW awarded me 
the 1st place honor in piecing two quilt shows back.  
Thank you, as it was truly one of my greatest thrills. 

• What other activities do you enjoy when you’re not 
quilting?  I am a big reader and walker. I am also trying 
beginning yoga at the YMCA. !

Guild Meeting Minutes 
October 27, 2014 - Medina Entertainment Ctr !
Shawn Taylor opened the meeting.   !
We have the following open positions for 2015:  Vice 
President, Activities Chair, Newsletter, and Administrative 
Assistant. !
SPEAKER 
Renelle Kuneau introduced our speaker, Susan Cleveland,  
who also conducted a workshop during the day. She did a 
trunk show, talked about piping hot binding, mitering 
corners, and prairie points. She talked about using heavier 
decorative thread and also using Invisi thread. Her website 
is:  piecesbewithyou.com . !
Next month will be a Karen Stone workshop and she will 
also be our speaker for the evening. !
(Guild meeting minutes continued next column) 

(October Guild Meeting Minutes, continued) !!
January will be Caron Lage from Art from Earth from Above 
and February Sue Heinz from Kismet Quilting will be here 
with a workshop. !
BLOCK OF THE MONTH 
Mickey Ellis and Marcy talked about block-of-the-month.  
We had 8 blocks of Oregon Trail in Fall colors and 4 
Halloween blocks. For November, the block will be Road to 
California and December will be All American. We will be 
combining November and December since we have a busy 
schedule for November. !
MEMBERSHIP 
We had 85 members with 3 guests and 1 new member. !
BIRTHDAY CLUB 
They received $70. Don’t forget to bring in a donation 
during your birthday month! !
PAINT CHIP CHALLENGE 
Dean Davis reminded us that our table runners are due in 
November. !
FACEBOOK 
Sharon Peterson talked about Facebook and that we are 
up to 84 likes. Once we reach 100, we move to a different 
level. !
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
Shawn Taylor read a couple of thank you notes from 
Damascus Way and Meals on Wheels. Karen Anderson 
talked about how she and Nancy Miller toured Healing 
Hands.  We donated some quilts to them. We have done 
73 quilts and 77 placemats. !
Quilt retreat is tentatively scheduled for the last weekend of 
September, 2015. !
We ended with Show & Share. !
Brenda Dunlavy, Secretary !!
Beautiful Savior Annual Craft           
and Bake Sale 
Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church will hold their annual 
craft and bake sale on Saturday, November 22.  Hours are 
9:00 AM to 5:00 PM.  Featured will be a large assortment 
of homemade candies, jams & jellies, lefse, baked goods, 
craft, and quilted items. Homemade soups and sloppy joes 
will be available for lunch. Don't miss this sale!!  The 
address is 5005 Northwest Blvd in Plymouth. 
  
Carole Olson, WOW and Beautiful Savior member 

http://piecesbewithyou.com


 

Requests from fellow members 
Editor’s Note: Below are a couple of requests that came in from 
members who are seeking quilting related supplies. I’m happy to post 
requests like this, as long as I have room in the newsletter to do so.  !
LOOKING FOR BIRD FABRIC:  
Elaine Franks is looking for fabric with small birds, about 1 inch 
in diameter.  She would prefer cardinals, and needs a quarter 
yard or more. Elaine can be reached at  
763-843-0964 or email her at esfranks101@gmail.com !
SEEKING USED SEWING MACHINE:  
Do you have a good used sewing machine available for sale?  I 
have a friend whose machine needs to be replaced.  Please 
contact Carole Olson, 763-544-7130 or 
carole_olson@msn.com.   

!
✓NOVEMBER 

CHECKLIST: 
      

Your Name tag 
Block of the 
Month  
Birthday Club Donations 
Secret Sister surprises 
Show and Share items 
Free books, magazines and 
fabric to share 
Paint Chip Challenge Project 

Above are just a few of the many beautiful quilts Susan Cleveland shared during her October presentation. She often put the quilt 

Snapshots from the Susan Cleveland “Marvelous Miters” Workshop

mailto:esfranks101@gmail.com
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Show & Share 

Gallery  !
October 
 Meeting

Helen Oslund showed a kaleidoscope quilt she made for her 
daughter’s wedding in shades of blue and silver.

Jean Dovenberg shared two quilts—Glacier Star and 3D Triples

Wendy Fedie showed her Chevron quilt Mickey Ellis made Halloween wall hangings for family members

Lucy Joyce shared her quilt called “Winter Elegance”

Lynda Guisinger showed her “Red Stars” quilt made from a “Quilt in 
a Day” pattern

Carole Olson, Gail Mooers and 
Sally Price showed a sampling of 
the quilted items that will be for 
sale at the Beautiful Savior Craft 
Sale on 11/22.  (See article 
elsewhere in newsletter.)



WOW 2014 Officers & Committee Chairs
President Shawn Taylor 612-581-8236 sewluv2quilt@gmail.com
Vice Presidents Elaine Franks 

Renelle Kunau
763-843-0964 
612-968-2262

esfranks101@gmail.com 
wkunau@comcast.net

Treasurer Nancy Erbst 612-965-5664 nancy@erbst.org
Secretary Brenda Dunlavy 763-557-2941 bdunlavy@compasspoint-media.com
Activity Coordinator Mickey Ellis 763-475-9581 ellis_mickey@yahoo.com
Birthday Club Gail Bronner 612-825-4783 gbbronner@comcast.net
Block of the Month  Mickey Ellis / 

Designing Women
763-475-9581 ellis_mickey@yahoo.com 

Challenge Quilt Dean Davis 
Mary Gunness

952-412-3155 
763-593-3862

deanvdavis@yahoo.com 
monkswood@comcast.net

Community Service Nancy Miller /Maple 
Grove Sr. Quilters

612-201-5240 nancy_miller@comcast.net

Facebook Community Sharon Peterson 303-775-1796 smp1951@hotmail.com
Membership Karen Anderson 763-550-1686 kjanderson1947@comcast.net
Newsletter Lisa Olson 763-559-9638 lpolson53@gmail.com
Small Group Coord. Carole Olson 763-544-7130 carole_olson@msn.com
Secret Sisters Diane Salls 952-857-9114 dsalls40@yahoo.com
Sunshine & Shadows Barb Pavek 763-473-0147 Jrpavek@msn.com
Activity Coordinator Mickey Ellis 763-475-9581 ellis_mickey@yahoo.com
Web Mistress LuAnn Sing 952-472-0825 lmsing54@mchsi.com
Retreat Coordinators Nancy Erbst 

Linda Lindholm 
Mary Inman-Forbes

763-389-3719 
612-735-5849 
763-559-0703

nancy@erbst.org 
linda.lindholm@honeywell.com  
mf@jayscompany.com

The Women of the West Quilt Guild was 
organized in December of 1997 to 
encourage and support all levels of quilters.  
The guild offers education, programs, 
fellowship, communication and community 
service while providing a place to be among 
people that share the same interest of the art 
of quilting.  Meetings are held the 4th 
Monday monthly at 7 p.m. at the Medina 
Entertainment Center.  If there is a conflict 
with a holiday, another night will be 
scheduled.  The Medina Entertainment 
Center is on Highway 55 in Medina.
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