
 

President’s Column 
 

WOW! What an amazing Quilt Show! Even though the final 
numbers are still being tallied, I think it’s safe to say that 
the “Minnesota Memories” Quilt Show of 2015 was a huge 
success! We estimate that almost 500 people attended, 
and everyone I spoke to during the day on Saturday, really 
seemed to be enjoying the show.  
I’d like to thank the Quilt Show Committee for their time 
and dedication throughout the year that made the show 
such an amazing success. In addition, I’d also like to thank 
all the volunteers, including husbands, family members  
and friends, for their work that made the show possible. We 
couldn’t have had a show without all of you. Your team 
work and dedication made our show a real success! 
Thank you also to everyone who participated in the show 
by entering your quilts. Without you and your wonderful 
quilts we would not have been able to have a quilt show. 
Part of what made the show so great was the variety of 
quilts; we had everything from traditional, to modern as 
well as contemporary quilts in the show. The diversity of 
quilts really made the show extra special. 
  

I’d also like to thank Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church for 
allowing us to use their facilities for our show this year.  
The people at the church were so helpful and so 
accommodating, it was a real pleasure working with them. 
I’m hoping that we may have found a new home for future 
shows. 
  

As always, you ladies continue to inspire me with your 
amazing talent and creativity. Thank You again to 
everyone involved with this year’s show. You can all be 
proud of a job well done! 
  

May your bobbin always be full!!  
  

Renelle Kunau, President 

October 26 Meeting & Workshop  
will feature Judi Madsen 
Judi will be our presenter at the WOW Guild Meeting on 
10/26, and she will conduct a workshop during the day. 

WORKSHOP:  Judi will be 
teaching how to piece her newest 
pattern, called Bohemian, 
pictured at left.   
Judi Madsen, aka the Green 
Fairy of Green Fairy Quilts, 
started piecing/quilting at a young 
age. What used to be a hobby, 
she has turned into a full-time 
business selling quilt pattern 
designs all over the world. You 

will find many examples of Judi’s work on Pinterest and 
can visit her blog here: http://www.greenfairyquiltsblog.com  
or see her website here: http://greenfairyquilts.com/ 

We have several spots available for this workshop but we’ll 
be promoting with other guilds at this point, so be sure to 
sign up very soon!  

Coming November 23: 
Lenore Crawford  
Lenore Crawford will present at 
our November Guild Meeting, 
as well as conduct a workshop. 

• WORKSHOP DESCRIPTION:    
In this workshop, students will learn how to make their 
own pattern from a photo and create a fused, detailed 
flower. (Continued next page)                                                   
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(Lenore Crawford Workshop Description, continued from page 1) 

We will work an 8” x 10” or 11” x 14” of your own photo or 
my freezer paper pattern, and then using my simple fusing 
technique, design your flower from your own fabrics. I will 
show you how to choose your fabrics, add detail to your 
flower using your photo as a reference and fabric paint, 
and finish your art quilt with my simple binding technique. A 
$10 supplies fee required. This is a design class only; no 
sewing will be done in class. (6-hour Workshop) 
Website:  http://www.lenorecrawford.com.  
There are a few spaces left for this workshop. Please see 
Robin Kohls at the October meeting to register.  
 

2015 WOW Quilt Show Winners 
We want to congratulate the following 
people who won awards at the quilt show 
for their amazing quilts! 

Applique 
• First Place:  Joan Gale —Flower Baskets 
• Second Place:  Renelle Kunau—Field of Flowers 
• Third Place:  Mary Gunness—Fifty Shades of Green 
Art/Contemporary 
• First Place:  Peg Lindberg—Desert Warmth 
• Second Place:  Karen Gallagher—Green Meadow 

Fracture 
• Third Place:  Mickey Ellis—Art Quilt Series 
Minnesota Memories 
• First Place:  Karen Gallagher—Spirit of the North Woods 
• Second Place:  Peg Lindberg—Long White Afternoons 
• Third Place:  Shawn Taylor—Loon at Evening 
Pieced 
• First Place:  Renelle Kunau—Boreal Star 
• Second Place:  Jennifer Rose— Icing on the Cake 
• Third Place:  Mona Harmann—Dear Jane—Done at Last 

Raffle Quilt Winner 

Elaine Franks was 
the lucky winner of 
our beautiful raffle 
quilt! 

Quilt Show Boutique— 
Remaining Items 
The boutique was an amazing success, thanks to all the 
wonderful donations by our members. The quilt show 
committee gave the remaining items from the boutique to 
Carole Olson for the upcoming sale at Beautiful Savior 
Lutheran Church. If you know of any items of yours that 
were not sold, which you wish to have returned to you, 
please contact Carole Olson carole_olson@msn.com or 
763-544-7130 prior to the October 26th WOW meeting. 

Vendor Donations To Our Quilt Show 
The following vendors/suppliers generously donated items 
for our boutique. If you have the opportunity, please be 
sure to thank them for supporting our guild.  

• SR Harris Fabric  
• A-1 Sew Craft  
• Millie P's Quilt Shop 
• Cottage Quilts & Fabrics  
• Four Seasons Quilt Shop  
• Sue Heinz (Kismet Quilting) 
• Pellon® Consumer Products  
• American Quilter Society  
• C&T PUBLISHING 
• Quilters Dream Batting  
• Gütermann of America  
• Sisters' Common Thread  
• The Wooly Lady  
• Aurifil  
• Thread Hoop Sisters  
• Quilt Sticks  
• The Warm Company  
• Creative Grids  
• YLI Corporation  
• McKenna Ryan 
• Perkins Dry Goods 
• Sulky of America, Inc. 
• Quilters Express 
• At the Heart of Quilting  
• Interweave Store 
• Quilters Dream Batting  
• Cherrywood Fabrics  
• Deb Karasik  

http://www.lenorecrawford.com
mailto:carole_olson@msn.com


Member Spotlight: Brenda Dunlavy 
   
• Where were you born and 

where do you live now? 
Osceola, Iowa (Birth-18), 
now Plymouth, MN 

• Approximately how long 
have you been a member 
of WOW?  7 years, I think. 

• Do you hold any volunteer positions at WOW?  I have 
been Secretary for the past 2 years. In January, I will be 
Treasurer. 

• Who taught you to quilt?  The women at Oak Grove 
Church. 

• What’s your favorite quilt store?  I don’t know if I have 
a favorite. Unfortunately, I can usually find something I 
love at any quilt store! 

• What’s the furthest away place you’ve every shopped 
for quilt fabric? Online - Australia. 

• Who’s your favorite fabric designer?  Tula Pink.                                            
• How many UFO’s will you admit to?  100 plus or minus 

a few☺ 
• What do your family members think/say about your 

quilting? They think I have enough projects to work on 
until I pass away. 

• What other activities do you enjoy when you’re not 
quilting?  I enjoy playing with our 3-year old 
granddaughter, scrapbooking, genealogy, crocheting, 
and knitting.   

WOW Quilt Guild Meeting Minutes 
September 28, 2015  
Medina Entertainment Center 
Renelle Kunau opened the meeting by reading a thank you 
note from a wife whose husband had passed away and 
had received a quilt.  What a blessing for them. 

Renelle showed us Quilt Show write-ups that were in the 
Plymouth Sun Sailor & Lakeshore Weekly Newspaper. 

St. Cloud Guild was here to represent their quilt show that 
is happening on October 10-11.  They brought their raffle 
quilt and sold tickets. 

Renelle announced that we are in need of President and 
Secretary for next year.  As an incentive, yearly dues will 
be waived for the 4 elected positions. 

Robin Kohls introduced our speaker Laura Wasilowski.  
She comes from the Chicago School of Fusing.  She 
started out by singing a song.  She talked about making 

quilts with fusible web.  Her fusible web 
of choice is Pellon Wonder Under #805.  
She showed us a slide presentation on 
the Chicago School of Fusing.  She 
called herself the Dean of Corrections 
and was very funny.  Her website is:  
www.artfabrik.com.   Hopefully I’m not the 
only one who believed everything she 
said.  I had all my notes down and found 
out at the end, the Chicago School of 
Fusing doesn’t actually exist—it’s a  joke. 
I hope I am not the only gullible one!   

Karen Anderson reported that we had 77 
members present.  We had 4 new members and 8 guests. 

Birthday Club raised $39.50. 

Quilt Show News: 
• Shawn Taylor talked about where to drop off quilts 

• Four Season Quilt Shop on Thursday from 5-9 pm 
• Beautiful Savior Church from 9-11 am on Friday 

• She showed us where to put the labels on the quilts 
and pillow cases.  They need:  Name, Address, Phone, 
and Title of Quilt 

• Linda Waterman has a list of volunteers if you can’t 
remember what you volunteered for 

• Quilt Admission will be $6.00 and that covers the 
vendors and the quilt show 

• Box lunches are available for $9.00 
• Pick-up of quilts will be from 6-7 pm on Saturday, 10/3.  

We will escort you in to get your quilts 
• You must have a receipt to get your quilts 

Shawn thanked all the quilt show committee members for 
their hard work. 

Sharon Peterson reported that we are up to 180 people on 
Facebook. 

Terri Good wants us to bring back our QOV blocks for their 
group. 

Sandra Kollath volunteered to be the Secretary for next 
year and Renelle Kunau and Shawn Taylor will co-chair the 
President position. 

We ended with Show & Share. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Brenda Dunlavy, Secretary 

http://www.artfabrik.com


2015 – Year of the UFO 
It is that time of the year – 
Hallothanksmas! Good thing that we 
started on our UFO/WIP lists at the first 
of the year. I thought a recap of our 
progress was important.  We: 
• Completed an inventory of our UFOs 
• Selected 5 as Works In Process (WIPs) and committed 

them to paper 
• Set aside time each day/week to work on them 
• Made a deal with ourselves so there was some kind of 

prize when we completed something 
• Did some spring cleaning of our clutter and maybe 

even some of the UFOs 
• Thought about doing a Fast Finish or Trading UFOs 
• Remembered that some of projects are for ourselves— 

we are important. 
• Dissembled some of the kits/projects and put the items 

back into our stash 
• Have a WOW Flower Ribbon as a reminder of our 

great progress in 2015 

There is still time to claim your Flowers.  With the quilt 
show over, there are fewer excuses to leave those WIPs 
unfinished! 
Mickey Ellis, Activity Chair 

Days for Girls Work Day Scheduled 
A workday for Days For Girls is being planned for 
Saturday, October 24 from 9-4.  We are meeting at 
Interfaith Outreach & Community Partners (IOCP) 
located at 1605 HW 101 in Plymouth.  The brick building is 
just north of the intersection of Co Rd 6 and HW 101. 
Purpose:  To cut, sew, and complete components for 
the Days For Girls kits. (Click on the blue link to learn more.)  
What to Bring - if you have the items:   
• Sewing and serger machines  
• Basic sewing/quilting and machine supplies  
• Food to share at lunch time 
What we need:  
• Pre-washed flannel - Dark colors; appropriate prints like 

floral and geometrics (no animals,people, camouflage, 
glam, guns/war theme, culture-specific, sports teams) 

• 100 % pre-washed cottons - dark prints for shields and 
lighter, brights for the bags 

• Girls panties - Sizes 10 - 14 
• New Washcloths- thin ones are best (Costco sells large 

packs of these) 
• Travel Soaps 

Fall Quilt Retreat 
Our Annual WOW Quilt Retreat was held Sept 24-27 at the 
Green Lake Lutheran Ministries Retreat Center in Spicer, 
MN.  Again this year we had a great time quilting, 
socializing and shopping.  Several of our members took 
time out to visit the Country Quilters Guild Quilt Show in 
Willmar.  We also had some members of our Retreat 
complete 15 Walker Bags for the Veterans’ Sew-A-Thon 
sponsored by the Fabric & Textile Shop in Willmar.  
Everyone had a great time and the staff at the Retreat 
Center was again very good at making sure we had 
everything needed including the cooks who served us 
great meals.  Following are some photos from the Retreat 
– we had 10 retreaters complete the Mystery Quilt this year 
and as you see from the photos they all look very different 
depending on the materials/fabrics used.  Also included are 
a few photos of other quilts completed and/or finished at 
this year’s Retreat. 

http://www.daysforgirls.org/


 

 

2015 WOW Quilt Show Highlights:  Here are a few 
photos from the quilt show. Many more were taken. We will 
try to find a place to put them on line for viewing in the next 
few weeks.  

Pat Thwaits showed her “WInner’s Bouquet”

✓ OCTOBER CHECKLIST: 
      

Your Name tag 
Birthday Club Donations 
Secret Sister Surprises 
Show and Share items 
Free books, magazines and fabric 
Your donation/service quilt 
Projects from your UFO list 
Quilts of Valor Quilt Blocks 
Return Your Unsold Quilt Raffle Tickets

Annette Balkenende & Teri Olson showed their Mystery 
Retreat Quilt tops

SEPTEMBER 
Show  

& Share 
Gallery  

Sandra Kollath showed her quilt called Captain’s Wheel





WOW 2015 Officers & Committee Chairs
President Renelle Kunau 612-968-2262 wkunau@comcast.net
Vice President Robin Kohls 763-432-2356 robinkohls@hotmail.com
Treasurer Nancy Erbst 612-965-5664 nancy@erbst.org
Secretary Brenda Dunlavy 763-557-2941 bdunlavy@compasspoint-media.com
Activity Coordinator Mickey Ellis 763-475-9581 ellis_mickey@yahoo.com
Birthday Club Gail Bronner 612-825-4783 gbbronner@comcast.net
Quilt Show Co-Chairs Elaine Franks 

Shawn Taylor
763-843-0964 
612-581-8236

esfranks101@gmail.com 

Community Service Nancy Miller /Maple 
Grove Sr. Quilters

612-201-5240 nancy.miller.mn@gmail.com

Facebook Community Sharon Peterson 303-775-1796 smp1951@hotmail.com
Membership Karen Anderson 763-550-1686 kjanderson1947@comcast.net
Newsletter Lisa Olson 763-559-9638 lpolson53@gmail.com
Small Group Coord. Carole Olson 763-544-7130 carole_olson@msn.com
Secret Sisters Diane Salls 952-857-9114 dsalls40@yahoo.com
Sunshine & Shadows Barb Pavek 763-473-0147 Jrpavek@msn.com
Activity Coordinator Mickey Ellis 763-475-9581 ellis_mickey@yahoo.com
Web Mistress LuAnn Sing 952-472-0825 lmsing54@mchsi.com
Retreat Coordinators Nancy Erbst 

Linda Lindholm 
Mary Inman-Forbes

763-389-3719 
612-735-5849 
763-559-0703

nancy@erbst.org 
linda.lindholm@honeywell.com  
mf@jayscompany.com

The Women of the West Quilt Guild was 
organized in December of 1997 to 
encourage and support all levels of quilters.  
The guild offers education, programs, 
fellowship, communication and community 
service while providing a place to be among 
people that share the same interest of the art 
of quilting.  Meetings are held the 4th 
Monday monthly at 7 p.m. at the Medina 
Entertainment Center.  If there is a conflict 
with a holiday, another night will be 
scheduled.  The Medina Entertainment 
Center is on Highway 55 in Medina.
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