
 

President’s Column 
 

This month I’d like to Thank all our volunteers for the work 
they do for our guild. This Thank You goes out to all the 
WOW volunteers, including the board members and all the 
committee members. These people spend countless hours 
working on our behalf, with little or no recognition. They 
give up time with family and friends to make our guild a 
success. Please take a moment this month to thank our 
volunteers for the work they do to make our guild such a 
success. 
  

I especially want to thank Jennifer Rose for her work on the 
MRAC Grant application this year. With the $5,000 grant 
awarded to us by the state, we are able to fund our quilt 
show again this year. Without these funds our show would 
not be possible. Unfortunately, Jennifer is moving in the 
next few weeks so may not be able to attend our meetings 
as often as she has in the past. So when you get a chance 
please let her know that you appreciate all her work. 
Jennifer, we will definitely miss you! 
  
As a follow-up to my letter last month, I wanted to let you 
know that I signed up for my first fabric dying class. This is 
definitely a new challenge for me. The supply list for the 
class is a bit intimidating. It sounds more like a list of 
supplies needed for a chemistry experiment than a journey 
into textile design; what with things like “PFD” fabric, 
Synthropol & Soda Ash. As most of you know, I’m all about 
color; so the idea of creating my own vibrantly colored 
fabric is exhilarating. Please stay tuned for future updates 
as I venture into the exciting new world of Fabric Dying. 
Who knows where this could lead??? 

May your bobbins always be full! 
Renelle Kunau, President 

June Program—TOOL TIME! 
Our June theme will 
be Tool Time and will 
feature unique 
gadgets or tools and 
new techniques that 
people have encoun-
tered. They will be 
able to showcase 
these items and 

share this information with their fellow quilters. Please 
bring your favorite gadget along for other members to see. 
We will set up a few tables for demonstrations and people 
can move around to see the different items.   
Robin Kohls, Vice President and Program Chair 

July Program: 
Our meeting in July will be a picnic at Parkers Lake 
Pavilion, in Plymouth. We will start at 6:00 and will go until 
9:00 p.m. It will be a potluck picnic and we ask that you 
bring your own  beverage. Paper plates, napkins, and 
silverware will be provided, plus Mickey Ellis has some fun 
activities planned! 

WOW Task Force to be Created          
We would like to create a new “WOW Task Force” to focus 
on the future of Women Of the West.  The task force will 
discuss where are we today, where we are headed, where 
do we want to go and how do we get there? The task force 
will work closely with the board to review the current 
operating structure of the guild and will have responsibility 
for making recommendations to the board to improve and 
maintain the longevity of the Guild.  If you are interested in 
participating in the task force please contact Renelle 
Kunau (612-968-2262 or wkunau@comcast.net ) or Mickey 
Ellis (ellis_mickey@yahoo.com) 
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Secret Sisters 
Have you discovered any new quilting tool or a new pattern 
that you're really excited about? Share them with your 
Secret Sister. Or share some of your stash fabrics with her 
and challenge her to turn them into a potholder or small 
table topper for our bazaar. 

This is the time of the year to take your hand quilting 
project outside to enjoy a shady spot in your yard.  
Remember, a glass of lemonade, a shady tree and a   
small sewing project is what you were dreaming about last 
January.  
Happy Quilting! 
Diane Salls, Secret Sisters Chair 

2015- The Year of the UFO 
You responded to our call for donating your unwanted 
UFOs. The WOW Transformers have started the magic of 
transformation.  Our inventory includes:   

• 9 completed quilt tops 
• 17 quilt “kits” in various 

stages of completion 
• 99 quilt blocks 
• 48 cotton fabric pieces 
• 4 animal print plush fabrics 
• 4 pieces of felt 
• 2 pieces soft knits 
• 10 pieces of lining fabric 
• 12 pieces of fancy specialty fabrics 

Your unwanted, unloved and unfinished projects may be 
someone else’s treasure!   
The Transformers have made plans for each of the items.  
Some will be resold at our quilt show boutique; some will 
go for community service; and some will actually be 
transformed into something different than the intended 
project.  Stay tuned, as you will be able to help with some 
of these transformations. 

Don’t’ forget to bring your completed Works In Process to 
share with the group and collect a flower for your prize 
ribbon. 
Mickey Ellis, Activity Chair 

Quilt Show Committee Meets June 15 
The next Quilt Show meeting will be June 15, 7:00 PM at 
Davanni's Pizza off Hwy 55 in Plymouth. The meeting is 
open to all WOW members. 
Elaine Franks & Shawn Taylor, Co-Chairs 

May Member Spotlight:  Shawn Taylor 
• Where were you born and where 

do you live now? I was born in 
Minneapolis but was raised in 
Crystal. 

• Do you hold any volunteer 
positions at WOW? Presently, I 
am co-chair of the quilt show. I 
was also a past president. 

• Who taught you to quilt? My 
friends, Jan Blackstad and 
Karen Gallagher taught me how to quilt 18 years ago.  I 
was a garment seamstress for years. 

• What is your favorite quilting technique or style? I enjoy 
all types of quilting and adore learning new techniques. 

• What is your favorite type of fabric to quilt with? Batik 
and brights are my favorite fabrics. 

• Have you ever won an award for one or more of your 
quilts? Several of my quilts have won awards at the 
State Fair and at our WOW quilt shows. 

• What’s the furthest away place you’ve every shopped for 
quilt fabric? I have purchased fabric all over the world; 
China, Vienna, Alaska, Panama and the Caribbean.  

• What do you like to collect? Disney’s Snow White is my 
favorite thing to collect.  

• What other activities do you enjoy when you’re not 
quilting? My other hobbies are knitting, crocheting and 
reading. 

• Any other Fun Facts you’d like to share about yourself? A 
fun fact about me is that I have been divorced 7 times 
even though I have been married to my husband for 46 
years! 

Dean Davis brought in our Quilt Show Raffle Quilt, 
reminding us that it is much more beautiful when seen in 
person. She is looking for volunteers who can take the 
quilt out to other quilt guilds and events, where the raffle 
tickets practically sell themselves!



WOW Quilt Guild Meeting Minutes 
May 18, 2015, Medina Entertainment Center 
Renelle Kunau opened the meeting by reading some fun 
facts about quilting. 

Robin Kohls 
introduced our 
speaker, Jane 
Sassaman. 
She talked 
about how she 
got started 
with fabric 
design and did   
a trunk show.     

She talked about different artists that have made an impact 
on her life.  She designs fabric for Free Spirit.  Some of the 
people in the workshop earlier that day got up and showed 
the leaf projects they made.  We had a full class for the 
workshop and it was a lot of fun. 
Robin Kohls talked about upcoming speakers and 
programs. 
• June: Favorite tool shared by members 
• July:  Picnic at Parkers Lake 
• Aug:  Stitchin’ Sisters 
• Sept: Laura Wasilowski (Fusing Applique) 
• Oct:  Judy Madsen (Green Fairie Quilts) 
• Nov:  Lenore Crawford (Applique) 
Birthday Club raised $56.00 
Membership:  Karen Anderson reported that we had 79 
members, 3 guests and 6 new members present. 
Shawn Taylor talked about Quilt Show news: 
• Beautiful Savior Church will sell box lunches for    

$7.00 per box. 
• Jennifer Rose is moving to Ham Lake, leaving the  

Volunteer Coordinator position for the Quilt Show 
open. Linda Waterman has volunteered to take over 
the position.  

• Keep bringing items for the boutique 
• Please pick up your raffle tickets and turn in your 

money for tickets sold. 
Nancy Erbst gave an update on the Quilt Retreat.  The 
dates are 9/24 – 9/27.  They have room for 30; 18 people 
have signed up already.  $100.00 deposit is due and the 

total amount is $199.00.  The $99.00 balance will be due at 
the end of July. 
Quilter of the Month:  Suzanne Nelson was our quilter of 
the month and showed a few of her favorite quilts.  She 
loves to do different techniques.  Shawn Taylor will be our 
quilter of the month for June. 
We ended with Show & Share. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Brenda Dunlavy, Secretary 

2015 WOW Quilt Retreat 
There is still space available – call and reserve your 
spot at the retreat!                                                    
When:  Sept 24th (2:00pm) thru Sept 27th (4:00pm)   
Where: Green Lake Bible Camp, 9916 Lake Ave So., 
Spicer, MN                                                                      
Cost:  $199                                                                 
Deposit:  $100 due by June 30th  (mail payment to: Nancy 
Erbst at 29530 131st Street, Princeton, MN 55371)        
Final Payment:  $99 due by July 31st. 

Save the dates, sign-up, and join your fellow quilting 
friends at this year’s WOW Quilt Retreat.  Price includes 3 
nights lodging and 8 meals.   

We have room for 30 attendees.  And, we will again have a 
Massage Therapist available during the Retreat ($1.00/
minute, 15 minute minimum).  Don’t wait, call or e-mail one 
of the Retreat Coordinators to reserve your space today. 

Retreat Coordinators: 
Nancy Erbst:  612-965-5664; nancy@erbst.org 
Mary Inman-Forbes:  763-559-0703; 
mf@jayscompany.com 
Linda Lindholm:  612-735-5849; 
linda.lindholm@honeywell.com

✓JUNE CHECKLIST: 
      

Your Name tag 
Birthday Club 
Donations 
Secret Sister Surprises 
Show and Share items 
Free books, magazines and fabric to share 
Membership Dues 
Your Favorite Quilting Tool or Gadget 
Be prepared to sign up for upcoming 
workshops!

Jane Sassaman
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Lori Allison shared 2 quilts featuring Kaffe 
Fassett Fabrics

Show & Share 
Gallery  

MAY 
 Meeting

Dean Davis brought a turtle quilt made for a friend, a blue & white baby quilt, a Halloween jelly roll quilt and a pretty quilt featuring spring colors. 

Nancy Miller shared a cheerful mystery quilt 
she had just completed.

Suzanne Nelson was our Spotlight Member in May, and she brought 3 of her favorite quilts to share with us. 
Gale Bronner shared a  fun Fall-themed row-by- 
row quilt.

Peg Lindberg showed her quilt called “The Witness” 
which is entirely pieced—no appliqué!

Pat Thwaits showed a lovely double windmill quilt 
she made for charity 

Joan Gale showed a pretty appliqué piece she’d completed.



WOW 2015 Officers & Committee Chairs
President Renelle Kunau 612-968-2262 wkunau@comcast.net
Vice President Robin Kohls 763-432-2356 robinkohls@hotmail.com
Treasurer Nancy Erbst 612-965-5664 nancy@erbst.org
Secretary Brenda Dunlavy 763-557-2941 bdunlavy@compasspoint-media.com
Activity Coordinator Mickey Ellis 763-475-9581 ellis_mickey@yahoo.com
Birthday Club Gail Bronner 612-825-4783 gbbronner@comcast.net
Quilt Show Co-Chairs Elaine Franks 

Shawn Taylor
763-843-0964 
612-581-8236

esfranks101@gmail.com 

Community Service Nancy Miller /Maple 
Grove Sr. Quilters

612-201-5240 nancy.miller.mn@gmail.com

Facebook Community Sharon Peterson 303-775-1796 smp1951@hotmail.com
Membership Karen Anderson 763-550-1686 kjanderson1947@comcast.net
Newsletter Lisa Olson 763-559-9638 lpolson53@gmail.com
Small Group Coord. Carole Olson 763-544-7130 carole_olson@msn.com
Secret Sisters Diane Salls 952-857-9114 dsalls40@yahoo.com
Sunshine & Shadows Barb Pavek 763-473-0147 Jrpavek@msn.com
Activity Coordinator Mickey Ellis 763-475-9581 ellis_mickey@yahoo.com
Web Mistress LuAnn Sing 952-472-0825 lmsing54@mchsi.com
Retreat Coordinators Nancy Erbst 

Linda Lindholm 
Mary Inman-Forbes

763-389-3719 
612-735-5849 
763-559-0703

nancy@erbst.org 
linda.lindholm@honeywell.com  
mf@jayscompany.com

The Women of the West Quilt Guild was 
organized in December of 1997 to 
encourage and support all levels of quilters.  
The guild offers education, programs, 
fellowship, communication and community 
service while providing a place to be among 
people that share the same interest of the art 
of quilting.  Meetings are held the 4th 
Monday monthly at 7 p.m. at the Medina 
Entertainment Center.  If there is a conflict 
with a holiday, another night will be 
scheduled.  The Medina Entertainment 
Center is on Highway 55 in Medina.
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