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May Program Highlights  
 

Evonne Cook:  Clothesline Quilts 

Evonne’s 60’s high school career assessment 
said she should be an architect, but for an Iowa 
farm girl, that seemed implausible.  These 
days, she considers herself an architect of 
quilts.  Evonne and her sisters opened a quilt 
shop and general store in Esterville, Iowa and 
when they later sold, Evonne continued her 
quilt pattern design business.   
Evonne showed an extensive series of Civil 
War –style quilts made from reproduction 
fabrics and blocks that she researched and 
interpreted into a quilt to represent a certain 
battle of the conflict.  
For the battle of Bull Run, the blocks symbolize 
the chaos of the battle.  For the battle at 
Antietam, the red symbolizes the bloody war. 
Evonne said that she initially did not pay 
attention to which side won the battle, but when 
quilters began calling her to find out who won 
the battle represented by the pattern, she 
started paying attention.  Apparently, if their  
 

 

side did not win, they would not be making that 
pattern! 
Evonne says that next she will begin a series of 
quilt patterns based on the generals of the Civil 
War. 
 
 

 
Block of the Month    
The June block is a 12” 
finished “Steps to the Alter.”   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming Program…. 

Cindy Thury Smith 
Monday Workshop: Tessellating Stars 

Cost $20 Beautiful Savior Church 
Schmidt Lk Rd & NW Blvd � Plymouth 

 
July 26, 2010   

 

Sandi Irish:  “Irish Chain Quilt Design”    
 

Sandi Irish of Inver Grove Heights is an eclectic pattern designer and teacher who enjoys creating 
her own designs. Sandi design quilts for fabric manufacturers, Timeless Treasures and Blank 

Quilting, and several magazines 

Monday, June 28, 2010 @ 7:00 p.m. 
 



Letter From Our President 

My sisters and I get 
together every two 
years for a sisters’ 
weekend. No kids, 
husbands, TV or 
cooking allowed. We 
spend time at a spa 
or go golfing, and of 
course shopping and 

eating. One thing we all enjoy is going to garage and 
estate sales. At one garage sale there was a Singer 
Featherweight 221 for $100. It was “well used” and 
smelled musty. I thought it would make a good 
machine for classes. The motor smoked and the 
handle on the case was missing, but it ran and had a 
nice stitch, so I bought it. I used it a couple of times 
but the smoking motor made me nervous, so I put it 
in the closet and didn’t use it, thinking I would have a 
repair shop look at it sometime.  
At the last MQ show in Duluth I picked up a pamphlet, 
which offered a class on how to care for the machine. 
It was at a Minneapolis quilt shop, so I signed up for 
the class. The day of the class I was embarrassed to 
have anyone see this sad little machine.  All of the 
other machines were really nice, shiny and their cases 
didn’t smell. The teacher had each of tell us how we 
acquired our 221. We were to give her the serial 
number and she could tell us when the machine was 
made. Mine didn’t have a number where it was 
supposed to be. That was strange to her, and she said 
perhaps it was inside somewhere. During the class she 
looked at each machine. She was explaining what the 
shield on the various machines meant. When she got 
to mine she was really surprised. The shield had a 
copper ring and the words Chicago 1935. She got 
excited and said she was pretty sure my machine was 
one of the oldest she had ever seen. She volunteered 
to do some research and told me that my sad and 
smelly garage sale purchase, as it is turned out, was a 
find. The Chicago (as it is called) is the rarest of all 
the featherweights.  The collectors can track only 4-6 
in existence, and it is worth considerably more than I 
paid for it. I checked the internet and discovered that 
the 221’s were introduced at the 1933 Chicago 
World’s Fair. So you can’t always judge the worth of 
something by its outward appearance. P.S. After some 
TLC the motor stopped smoking but the case still 
smells. I hope some summer sun will help that. 
 

Happy Quilting... Your CoHappy Quilting... Your CoHappy Quilting... Your CoHappy Quilting... Your Co----Pres.Mary GunnessPres.Mary GunnessPres.Mary GunnessPres.Mary Gunness    
 

WOW Board Minutes May 17, 2010 
Present:   Mary Gunness, Karen Petersen, Suzanne 
Nelson, Dean Davis, Lynda Guisinger, Wendy Fedie, 
Sonja Folven 

There was a question if the guild is to register as a 
non-profit with the state.  Wendy will check and 
determine if this is required. 
Old Business: Nametags should be worn at the WOW 
meeting.  New members will have two months after 
the month they join to complete their nametag.  New 
members will be given the option of having their 
printed name mailed to them. 
New  Business:  We discussed the scheduled dates of 
the quilt retreat because it runs into the Chaska quilt 
show.  It was decided the retreat will remain on the 
scheduled dates.  The reservations are made a year 
ahead of time. 
Suzanne will make a motion for the proposed dues 

changes for 2011 as outlined in the newletter. 
We discussed applying for a grant from MQ for the 
2011 quilt show.  We agreed upon $500 as the 
requested amount. 
Dean gave us an update on programs. 
Next board meeting is June 21 at 7PM at Lunds in 

Plymouth.       Respectfully submitted, Sonja Folven 
 

May 24, 2010 WOW Meeting 
Mary Gunness opened the meeting.  She read thank 
you notes we received from organizations that 
received a donation of quilts. 
 Lori Allison is selling tickets for the raffle quilt for the 
Chaska quilt show. The raffle quilt was on display at 
our meeting.   
Suzanne Nelson from Membership made a motion to 
restructure dues as outlined in the newsletter.  Patti 
Marrin seconded the motion.  There was no 
discussion.  Vote taken by show of hands and motion 
passed. 
Dean Davis has set-up a half-day workshop with 
Cindy Thury-Smith on tessellating stars on July 
26. It is limited to 30 individuals with members given 
preference over non-members.  The fee is $20.  It will 
be held at Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church is 
Plymouth.  Sign-up with Dean if interested in 
attending.  There will be two more workshops this 
year.  George & Virginia Siciliano will be giving a 
workshop on paper pieced miniature quilts the 
Tuesday after WOW in September and Cathy Geier 
will give a workshop on raw edge appliqué prior to 
the meeting in November. 
Dean has agreed to be the quilt show chair.  She will 
begin this role the last half of the year.  Anyone 
interested in helping with the quilt show should contact 
her.  Mary G will be VP the last half of the year. 
Elaine Frank has part five of the instructions for the 
mystery quilt.  Carole Olson will meet with members 
interested in daytime small group during the break.   
Reminder to sign-up if you are participating in quilt 
challenge.  Members may have more than one entry in 
the quilt challenge. 
 Dean introduced our guest speaker Evonne Cook. 
Mary introduced the six guests at the meeting.   



Block of the month total was 10.  The blocks winner is 
Gigi Hickey.  Diane Salls won the fat quarter.  Birthday 
club made $63.75. 

Respectfully submitted, Sonja Folven 
 

Save the date:  October 1 – 3, 2010 
Save the date.... 
Friday October 1 to 
Sunday October 3. 
Fall foliage, new and 
old friends, laughter, 
good food, nature 
walks, fun and games, 
shopping, maple 
leaves, a bit of 
mystery.....and a 
whole lot of quilting.  

The annual WOW Fall Quilting Retreat to Long 
Lake Conservation Center near Aitkin, MN is 
coming.  More information will be available at the 
next meeting. 

Chris Heusers & Sharon Peterson 
 
Bits & Pieces   
If you want to plan ahead, here are the 6” squares bits 
and pieces exchange fabric themes for the upcoming 
months: 

June: patriotic reading red 
July patriotic reading blue 
 

 

Quilts in Bloom – 50 Quilts 
Saturday, June 12th. 9a. to 3p. 

310 Herman Terrace, Hopkins Minnesota 
Resurrection Life Church 

 

 
 

Member Dues Proposal Passed 
 

Effective January 2011 the annual dues be 
adjusted as follows: 

$24.00 per year for membership dues with an e-
mailed newsletter 

$30.00 per year for membership dues with 
postal service newsletter 

$35.00 per year for a business membership. 
 

 

Million Pillowcase Project 
Now that it has warmed up, maybe you need a faster 
cooler project.  Why not take a few minutes and make 
a pillow case or two!  A great way to use up a yard or 
more of fabric for a good cause.  In May we collected 
14 pillowcases.  Way to go!   

Mary Havisto 
 

CHALLENGE: 
Create A Quilt That Tells A Story 
Remember to think about the quilt challenge this 
summer season.  Let your imagination go wild. You 
can enter more than one quilt, but they are due at 

the September meeting. 
 
The 2010 quilt challenge is 
to create an 18” x 22” 
(approx.) quilt that tells a 
story which could be from a 
favorite book, a vacation or 
any other memory or fantasy.   
Entries will be hung at the 
October meeting.  Each 

winner will receive a $50 gift certificate to the 
member quilt store of their choice. Winners will be 
determined based on the following categories: 
� Most Unique 
� Best Title 
� Best selection/ use of fabrics 
� Overall viewer’s choice 
Quilts must be covered by the owner’s insurance as 
none is provided by the WOW guild.  All quilts must 
have a label with the creator’s name, address and 
phone number sewn into the lower back right 
corner.     

Carol Fisher, Carol Henderson & Mary Havisto 
 
 

2010 WOW Challenge Entry Form 

Name:______________________________ 

Address:____________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Ph #:_______________________________ 
 

Name of the Quilt:____________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 
 

What story is the quilt telling?____________ 

____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

_____________________________________ 

____________________________________ 
 

 

Volunteers do not necessarily have the time;  

they just have the heart.        Elizabeth Andrew.. 
 



Women Of the West 
 

         Q U I L T E R S   
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� June Checklist 
� Block of the Month  
� Community Service 

Donations 

� Your Nametag 
� Secret Sister surprises 

� Birthday Club Donation 

� Show & Share 

The Women of the West Quilt Guild was 
organized in December of 1997 to 
encourage and support all levels of 
quilters.  The guild offers education, 
programs, fellowship, communication and 
community service while providing a 
place to be among people that share the 
same interest of the art of quilting.  
Meetings are held the 4th Monday 
monthly at 7 p.m. at the Medina 
Entertainment Center.  If there is a 
conflict with a holiday, another night will 
be scheduled.  The Medina Entertainment 
Center is on Highway 55 in Medina. 

�WOW 2009 Officers & Committee Chairs�    

Co-President 
Co-President 

Mary Gunness 
Karen Petersen 

763-593-3862   
952-933-6275 

monkswood@comcast.net 
kip6201@msn.com 

Vice President(s) Dean Davis 952-412-3155 deanvdavis@yahoo.com 

Secretary(s) Olga Challman 763-535-7691 ochallman@aol.com 
 Sonja Folven 763-477-4760 Sonja525@aol.com 

Treasurer Wendy Fedie 952-473-7560 swfedie@Q.com 
Activity Chair Mary Hess 763-479-2127 quilta@usfamily.net 
Birthday Club Mary Havisto 763-516-2435 Havi0010@metnet.edu 

 Carol Henderson 612-978-6178 carololemn@comcast.net 
Block of the Month Carol Fisher 612-588-8698  

 Sandy Johnson 763-535-0872 sandyrnj@aol.com 
Challenge Quilt Mary Havisto 

Carol Henderson 
763-516-2435 
612-978-6178 

Havi0010@metnet.edu 
carololemn@comcast.net  

Community Service Jane Larson 952-938-9297  
Door Prizes Donna Champion 763-498-7716 donna.champion@genmills.com 

 Ruth Ann Mohs 763-475-1292 Ram1292@aol.com 
Historian  Gigi Hickey 952-471-0352 hickeyonlake@mchsi.com 

Membership Suzanne Nelson 763-757-9125  
 Lynda Guisinger 763-755-4615 Lg1947@msn.com 

Newsletter Editor Lori Allison 952-426-9836 LBA0718@hotmail.com 
Assistant Editor Florine Koning 763-557-0981 florinekoning@gmail.com 
Secret Sisters Barb C-Vergin 763-222-5754 barbvergin@embarqmail.com 
Show Chair Gigi Hickey 952-471-0352 hickeyonlake@mchsi.com 

Small Group Coord Carole Olson 763-544-7130 carole_olson@msn.com 
Resolution Quilts Shirley Bonacci 952-240-6416 shirlgrl44@yahoo.com 

Mystery Quilt Dawn Bryant 763-767-0186 Dawn.Bryant@usbank.com 
 Elaine Franks 763-843-0964 Esf7@juno.com 

Sunshine & Shadows Dawn Thrift 763-494-9737 dawn.thrift@comcast.net 
Web Mistress:  Dawn Bryant 763-767-0186 Dawn.Bryant@usbank.com 

Retreat Coordinator Chris Heusers 763-536-9540 chuesers@und-alum.org 
 Sharon Peterson 612-312-9423 smp1951@hotmail.com 

 



 


