
 

President’s Column 
 

Happy New Year! Once again it's that time of year to  
reflect on the past and make resolutions for the new 
year. As I reflect on 2014, I can’t help but think about the 
time spent with Family & "Friends" during the course of  
the year and how precious those moments are. The 
memories made along the way bring us all closer and  
allow us to truly appreciate one another. Looking back,  
I want to thank Shawn Taylor, and the former board for  
their commitment and dedication to WOW over the past 
year. The organization wouldn't be what it is without them.  
  

I'm also excited about the possibilities 2015 will bring and 
am looking forward to working with the new board and 
committee chairs this year. I also anticipate learning and 
trying new quilting techniques in 2015. I resolve to try my 
hand at appliqué this year. I can see one of those 
cute "Lollipop" quilts in my future. This year could also be 
the year I try dyeing my own fabric? And of course I resolve 
to use fabric from my stash whenever possible. I won’t go 
so far as to say I won’t add to my stash…..after all, what 
fun would that be! 
  

I am honored to be the new WOW President for 2015 
and want to express my appreciation for all my "Friends"  
at WOW. I truly appreciate your kind words of encour-
agement, your suggestions and inspiration, as well as your 
friendship and support. I'm so fortunate to be a part of this 
wonderful organization.  Best Wishes for a Joyful New 
Year. I look forward to sharing and learning along with you 
in 2015. 
  

May your Bobbin always be full! 

Renelle Kunau, President 

January Speaker is Caron Lage 
Finding the book, “Earth 
From Above” by Yann 
Arthus-Bertrand, on the 
donation cart at her local 
library, fiber artist Caron 
Lage was intrigued by the 
beautiful aerial photos. 
Many have a similar rhythm 
to the quilts that Lage and 
other quilters/artists employ 
in their work. Lage shared 
the book with a couple of 
friends. The result was a 
collection of  nearly 90 pieces  
of art that incorporated quilting and fiber art techniques. 
Caron will be discussing this project and sharing many of 
the completed quilts with us at our meeting. 

Membership Renewals due in January 
Dues for 2015 are due at this time. I'd like to request 
that members either pay by check (made out to WOW) or 
have the exact amount of cash ($30) as it is difficult for me 
to anticipate and have correct change for larger amounts.  

I'll have envelopes for each member with their 
contact information and request that they review the 
information carefully and make any changes so that a new 
roster can be accurately prepared.  We will put out a new 
roster as early as possible based on paying members so 
please be prepared to get your dues paid at this time. 

Karen Anderson, Membership Chair 
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Sue Heinz is February Speaker 
Sue Heinz will speak at WOW’s Guild 
meeting on February 23. Her topic is 
“Domestic Bliss.” Excited about free-
motion quilting on your domestic 
machine but are perhaps a bit 
anxious about how to start? Come 
and see how having step-by-step 
instruction, ‘game changer’ tools and 
one-on-one machine time with an 

experienced quilter, can equal future success. With over 25 
years of domestic  free-motion experience, Sue will share 
all of her favorite tools, tips, tricks and even some of her 
unique designs, to help get you on the right path towards 
achieving blissful quilting.  Ahhhhhh! 
  

February 28 Workshop 
Sue Heinz will also present a lecture workshop on 
Saturday, 2/28 called “Choices, Choices!” Ever wanted to 
free-motion quilt on your home sewing machine, but didn’t 
know where to start? In this lecture, Sue Heinz will review 
various batting, needle and thread choices to consider 
when preparing to quilt your tops on your home sewing 
machine. 
Come with a pencil and drawing paper too!  Sue will also 
share one of her secrets-to-success with pebble work by 
having us all draw during the meeting. No ‘Picasso’ skills 
needed here - it’s just doodling. If you have ever done 
scribbling with a crayon as a kid, you can learn to free-
motion quilt!  
Workshop will take place at Medina Entertainment Center 
during the day on Saturday. The workshop fee is $50.00. 
There will be a sign-up sheet at the January meeting, or 
you can contact Robin Kohls at robinkohls@hotmail.com 
Robin Kohls, Vice President 

Quilt Show Committee meets Jan. 19 
The Quilt Show Committee will meet January 19, 7:00 p.m. 
at Davanni’s, on Highway 55 in Plymouth. Anyone is 
welcome to join us—come share your ideas! 
Elaine Franks & Shawn Taylor, Co-Chairs 

New Small Group Forming 
Four WOW members are forming a new small group.         
If you have interest in joining this group, please 
contact Carole Olson, 763-544-7130 
carole_olson@msn.com.  
Carole Olson, Small Group Coordinator 

2015 - The Year of the UFO 
We know what they are. We have 
them.  We have mixed emotions 
about them -- UnFinished 
Objects!! How about we make 2015 
a year to tackle those UFOs? Let's 
do it together and have some fun 
along the way. 
Before the January WOW meeting 
do an inventory of all of your UFOs.  Yep!  All of them! True 
confession time! Write them all down and divide them into 
the following 4 categories: 
 • Cut Out - Not Finished            
 • Piecing started - Not Finished            
 • Quilt Top done - Needs quilting            
 • Quilt done- Needs binding            
Bring your list to the January meeting.  There is no prize for 
the most UFO's.  Your prize will be the realization of what 
you have along with a year of UFO fun.  Maybe we will 
cross some of them off our lists and declare them finished! 
Mickey Ellis, Activity Chair 

Secret Sisters Reveal & Sign-up at 
January Meeting
Because of the small attendance at the December 
meeting, we didn't reveal who our Secret Sisters were for 
the year 2014. We will do that at the January meeting. We 
will also get new Secret Sisters for 2015.  
If you are new to WOW - Secret Sisters is a voluntary 
activity where every month, you bring a small gift for your 
Secret Sister and you will receive a gift from another 
Secret Sister. The hope is that during the year, we will get 
to know each other a little better.  
I will have information sheets at the meeting for you to fill 
out and we will receive the names of our new Secret 
Sisters then. If you won't be at the meeting, you may email 
me your information (dsalls40@yahoo.com) and I will send 
information about a Secret Sister to you. We need to know 
your name, address, and any other information that will 
help us to know you a little better. Include things such as 
your birthday (not the year!), type of quilting you enjoy, 
favorite colors and type of material you often use (modern, 
civil war, 30’s), interests other than quilting (hobbies, 
collections, pets, reading, etc.) and other things we should 
maybe know such as allergies, etc. This is a fun activity - 
and the more the merrier! Hope you decide to join in.  
Diane Salls, Secret Sisters Coordinator 
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Member Spotlight: 
Dawn Bryant 
• Where were you born and 

where do you live now? 
Born in St Louis Park; live in 
Coon Rapids 

• Approximately how long 
have you been a member of 
WOW?  Since inception—1997 

• How long have you been quilting? 33 years 
• Who taught you to quilt?  I taught myself initially from a 

quilt magazine, then I took classes at the Wayzata 
Quilting Emporium.  I had been sewing clothes before 
that 

• What is your favorite quilting technique or style?  I 
personally like to piece on the machine but I appreciate 
all forms of quilting. 

• What is your favorite type of fabric to quilt with? I 
love them all!  When I first started quilting I did not like 
many of them (30's, civil war, etc.) but they have all 
grown on me over the years (my stash can attest to this). 

• What is the biggest change that has happened since 
you started quilting?  When I first started quilting, 
rotary cutting and quick techniques were just becoming 
popular.  It seemed like there was a new, quicker way to 
do everything and it was very exciting.  Now it seems 
that new techniques are few and far between and the 
focus is on new fabric lines and patterns.   

• What’s the most unusual place you ever quilted?     
At a picnic table in a camp ground.   

• Who’s your favorite quilt or fabric designer?  Well 
there is not much Hoffman fabric that I don't like so that 
is at least one of my favorites. 

• What’s your favorite thing to wear while quilting? 
Slippers 

• How many UFO’s will you admit to?  Although I have 
finished quilts and given the majority of those away, I am 
currently more of a topper than a quilter (I probably have 
more than 20 tops to be quilted).  I recently purchased a 
mid-arm machine so my resolution this year is to get 
many of them quilted. 

• What do you like to collect?  Everything.  I have finally 
convinced myself I do not need every new ruler, pattern, 
and book that comes on the market. 

• What other activities do you enjoy when you’re not 
quilting?  I am avid gardener and animal lover.  I am 
currently down to 4 cats from 8, but I have also owned 
dogs and other animals.  I enjoy watching the birds at my 
many feeders.  My mother who recently passed was a                    

master gardener and this summer my focus will be 
moving much of her gardens to my yard. I’m also 
interested in nature photography. 

• Any other Fun Facts you’d like to share about 
yourself?  I am a past president and newsletter editor 
for WOW.  I have also been a part of every quilt show 
and am glad that other people are getting involved this 
year.  Many hands make light work and it is a great way 
to get to know other WOW members, so if you get the 
chance volunteer! 

WOW Quilt Guild Meeting Minutes 
December 15, 2014 
Medina Entertainment Center 

Shawn Taylor opened the meeting.   
 

Shawn gave gifts to all her 
committee members to thank 
them for a wonderful year 
while she was President. 
Renelle Kuneau had us play 
a fun ugly fat quarter game. 
We then did a “make and 
take” of little tree ornaments 
made from of green batik 
strips with a tree stick. They 
turned out very cute. 
Robin Kohls had a sign-up 
sheet for our February workshop with Sue Heinz. 
Dawn Bryant will be the Spotlight member for January. 
The Quilt Retreat is scheduled for the last weekend of 
September. 
Quilt Show Committee will meet on the 3rd Monday of 
January at Davanni’s at 7:00 p.m. 
Jean Carlton shared about her 30 Quilts project for 
Rochester.  She ended up with 70 quilts.  Her story was 
also featured on a TV news program. 
We had cake, cookies and coffee for Holiday fellowship. 
We had 30 members and 1 guest. 
We will do our Secret Sister reveal in January. 
We ended our meeting with Show & Share. 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Brenda Dunlavy, Secretary 

Mickey Ellis holding the make & take 
tree ornaments made at the meeting.

(Member Spotlight, continued from previous column)



Days For Girls   

"  
You are invited to a work day for Days For Girls on 
Saturday, January 25th from 8-5 at Messiah Methodist 
Church.   Come for an hour, come for the whole day.  This 
is your opportunity to help create sustainable feminine 
hygiene kits.  The kits completed in January will be 
distributed to young women at the Nyariginu Primary 
School in Nanyuki, Kenya.   
A mission team will be leaving in March and will be able to 
distribute the kits directly to the girls at the school.  The 
school principal requested these kits so the girls do not 
have to miss school days due to having their periods. 
We need sewing machines, sergers, fabric, and your 
talents.  For detailed information, please email Mickey at 
ellis_mickey@yahoo.com.  Click here for more information 
about Days for Girls International | Sustainable Feminine 
Hygiene 

Mark Your Calendars 
January 12:  WOW Board Meeting 
January 19:  Quilt Show Committee 
January 26:  WOW Guild Meeting 
February 23: WOW Guild Meeting 
February 28: Sue Heinz Workshop  
June 11-13:   MQ Quilt Show - Duluth

Jean Carlton showed two of her antique red and green quilts from the 1850’s

mailto:ellis_mickey@yahoo.com
http://www.daysforgirls.org/


Shawn Taylor showed 3 quilts she completed for Christmas gifts

Julie Harstad showed some Christmas gifts she was working on, including hand painted pillows, pillow cases and a cute 
wrapping technique where she sewed the packaging, She also showed a quilt top completed using half square triangles. 

Dawn Thrift showed her quilt called “Turning Twenty” made from 2011 
Shop Hop Fabrics.

Carol Henderson showed a pretty table topper

Show & Share 
Gallery  

December 
 Meeting



WOW 2015 Officers & Committee Chairs
President Renelle Kunau 612-968-2262 wkunau@comcast.net
Vice President Robin Kohls 763-432-2356 robinkohls@hotmail.com
Treasurer Nancy Erbst 612-965-5664 nancy@erbst.org
Secretary Brenda Dunlavy 763-557-2941 bdunlavy@compasspoint-media.com
Activity Coordinator Mickey Ellis 763-475-9581 ellis_mickey@yahoo.com
Birthday Club Gail Bronner 612-825-4783 gbbronner@comcast.net
Quilt Show Co-Chairs Elaine Franks 

Shawn Taylor
763-843-0964 
612-581-8236

esfranks101@gmail.com 

Community Service Nancy Miller /Maple 
Grove Sr. Quilters

612-201-5240 nancy_miller@comcast.net

Facebook Community Sharon Peterson 303-775-1796 smp1951@hotmail.com
Membership Karen Anderson 763-550-1686 kjanderson1947@comcast.net
Newsletter Lisa Olson 763-559-9638 lpolson53@gmail.com
Small Group Coord. Carole Olson 763-544-7130 carole_olson@msn.com
Secret Sisters Diane Salls 952-857-9114 dsalls40@yahoo.com
Sunshine & Shadows Barb Pavek 763-473-0147 Jrpavek@msn.com
Activity Coordinator Mickey Ellis 763-475-9581 ellis_mickey@yahoo.com
Web Mistress LuAnn Sing 952-472-0825 lmsing54@mchsi.com
Retreat Coordinators Nancy Erbst 

Linda Lindholm 
Mary Inman-Forbes

763-389-3719 
612-735-5849 
763-559-0703

nancy@erbst.org 
linda.lindholm@honeywell.com  
mf@jayscompany.com

The Women of the West Quilt Guild was 
organized in December of 1997 to 
encourage and support all levels of quilters.  
The guild offers education, programs, 
fellowship, communication and community 
service while providing a place to be among 
people that share the same interest of the art 
of quilting.  Meetings are held the 4th 
Monday monthly at 7 p.m. at the Medina 
Entertainment Center.  If there is a conflict 
with a holiday, another night will be 
scheduled.  The Medina Entertainment 
Center is on Highway 55 in Medina.
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