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President’s Column 
 

Thanks to everyone who attended the January meeting. 
What a fun night! Gudrun Erla of GE Designs was a 
fabulous speaker. It was interesting to learn about 
quilting in Iceland, fabric design, and see all of her 
wonderful lines of fabric, and the quilts she brought. 
 
Our new bylaws were approved, fabulous programming 
for the year announced, and our committee chairs were 
racing out of the gate with great ideas, block of the 
month, charity quilts and more!  We do have some 
openings for volunteers, so please consider doing 
resolution quilts or being our historian for the year. It’s a 
great way to get involved and make new friends along 
the way. 
 
As members walk in next month, I will ask a few of you 
to greet visitors that arrive and give them the lay of the 
guild and what to expect from the meeting. It is 
especially important to make them feel welcome if they 
have been brave enough to come alone. We all know 
how uncomfortable it feels to not know anyone in a room 
of 70 or	  so! 
 
See you in February for Karen McTavish, and keep your 
thoughts on the challenge – The Road I Traveled. 
You may reach me at	  
pres.womenofthewest@gmail.com 
 
Yours in Stitches and Giggles, 
Patt i  Marrin 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Upcoming Program: March 26, 2012 
National quilt teacher and quilt artist, Norma Riehm, will 
bring a trunk show and lecture to the March WOW 
program.   
WORKSHOP 
Norma’s popular all-day workshop is offered on 
Tuesday, March 27 at Medina for $55 including a 
teacher-provided kit AND lunch!  Experience a day of fun 
and achieve some wonderful new techniques that you 
just might use in this year’s challenge: “The Road I 
Traveled.” 
Contact Lori Allison to register for workshop.  
Lori.allison@hotmail.com

FEBRUARY PROGRAM 
 

Karen McTavish will present a lecture and trunk show of her award-winning quilts and examples of her unique machine 
quilting techniques.  Karen is the author of several books on quilting and has developed her own signature techniques 
such as Mctavishing, scrollwork, shadow & color trapunto, whitework and Victorian feathers.  For more information about 
Karen McTavish, visit www.designerquilts.com.  

. 
 

Monday, February 27rd, 2012 @ 7 p.m. 
	  

Karen McTavish will 
be February’s 
speaker.	  



WOW Board Meeting – January 23, 2012 
Robert’s at the Medina Entertainment Center. 
 Members present – Patti Marrin, Lori Allison, Patty 
Morris, Angela Coleman, Janet Balej, Mickey Ellis, 
Shirley Bonacci, LuAnn Sing and Mary Hess.   
 
Patti called the meeting to order. 
Lori Allison discussed programming for the year: 
Jan – Gudrun Erla of GE designs 
Feb – Karen McTavish – long arm quilter 
March – Norma Riehm – quilt artist/ workshop offered 
April – French Textile Quilt Guild 
May – Sheila Sinclair Snyder - Author 
June – Pat Speth – Nickel Quilts 
July - Cathy Wierzbicki – Coffee Time Quilts 
August – Kari Carr – New Leaf Stitches 
Sept – Sharon Schamber – lecture & workshop 
Oct – Stacy West - Buttermilk Basin Patterns 
Nov – Challenge Quilt Reveal & Viewer’s Choice 
Dec – Make & Take – felt Santa gnome 
 
The total of $4,100 is projected to be spent of the $4200 
2012 programming budget.  
 
We discussed the charges for visiting speakers and 
decided to keep the fee amount the same for guests and 
members but guests taking the workshops would have a 
different fee. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – Janet reminded us that we needed 
two people to audit the books from last year.  She has 
the packets ready.  Budget sheets are available for all 
the members. 
 
Secretary’s Report – Angela mentioned that she needs 
an email list of all the current members.  Luann will get it 
to her. 
  
Newsletter – Angela mentioned the need for an assistant 
to help with pictures.  Also we need to include names 
and descriptions with pictures.  Regarding the Block of 
the month, the statement “per the Board, a drawing will 
not be held for those who make more than one block” 
should be removed. 
 
The Guild has its own Post Office box, but members 
should be reminded to not use it but send inquiries and 
info to the officer or committee chair directly. 
 
Activities – Mickey told us that we do have retreat 
coordinators now, but no one for either Historian or 
Resolutions.  It was decided to move the Secret Sister 

Reveal to November meeting, to allow more time in 
December meeting for Take & Make project and party.   
Mickey asked if we wanted more activities like the 
‘survivor’ from last year.   She will gather a committee to 
help her. 
 
Patti brought up the idea regarding having greeters for 
new people.  A member would join the guest and explain 
the workings of the guild.  We could have up to five 
greeters at a meeting.  Patti will supply greeter badges 
for volunteering members to use at the guild meeting. 
 
Alice, at Medina, will allow us to store the speaker in the 
their office each month.  Patti will bring the cords and 
microphones with her.  
 
Meeting was adjourned by Patti. 
 
No Board Meeting for February 2012. 
Next Board Mtg.: March 26th, 2012, 5:30PM.  The 
center will allow us to order and eat in the meeting 
room. 
Respectful ly Submit ted 
Patty Morris/ Angela Coleman 
Co-Secretar ies 
 
WOW Quilt Guild Meeting – January 23, 2012 
 
The meeting was called to order by the President, Patti 
Marrin. 
 
The by-laws were brought up before the guild.  
Questions and discussion were called for but there were 
none. A motion was made and seconded to approve the 
by-laws as written.  A vote was made and the by-laws 
were passed. 
 
Patti introduced the officers and committee chairs.  She 
also shared thank you cards and upcoming quilt shows 
that had come in the mail. We had the drawing for the 
reserved seats. 
 
Deane Gradous spoke on behalf of the Maple Grove 
Quilters for Community Service.  There were thank you 
cards from Damascus Way and Finland.  Last year the 
guild donated 114 quilts, 47 placements, and 16 table 
coverings.  Millie P’s helped with the fabric donations.  
Deane thanked everyone for being so willing to help out 
with this endeavor. 
 
There were no guests or new members tonight. 
 



A Quilt Show Chair or Co-Chairs and a Raffle Quilt Chair 
are needed for next year’s quilt show. 
 
The Retreat Committee has a place booked at Wilmar 
(Green Lake) for the last week in October.  More details 
will be coming. 
 
Forms were available for Secret Sisters and needed to 
be turned in tonight in order to get started.  Mary Hess is 
the chair for this activity.   
 
Business cards were available on the membership table 
in order to contact the president and newsletter chairman   
since the PO box for the guild is not as effective. 
 
Lori Allison introduced the evening’s speaker, Gudrun 
Erla, from GE designs.  Gudrun comes from an artistic 
family of painters.  She started an online fabric store in 
Iceland and developed a braided runner pattern that 
became a hit and was translated into English.  Thus 
began her amazing career with 70 patterns, 12 books 
and 12 fabric lines.  She has also been published in 
magazines.  Members were treated to slides of her 
accomplishments during her presentation and trunk 
show.  Members present were also given copies of 
Baskets and Blooms. 
 
There were a lot of Birthday Club items and winners. 
 
Block of the month was drawn and the new block shown 
for next month.  Directions for February block are 
available on the WOW website. 
 
Lori Allison discussed the 2012 Quilt Challenge.  The 
theme is “The Road I Traveled”.  It should be poster size 
(24” X 36”) and have a 3” road on both the left and right 
side.  The reveal will be at the November meeting with 
three different winner categories. 
 
Lori then discussed the programs for the remainder of 
the year. (See Board meeting minutes for the break 
down.) 
 
Patti presented Mickey with the Maple Leaf blocks made 
by members in thanks for her year of service as 
President. 
 
The meeting was adjourned with Show & Share. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Patty Morris 
Co-Secretary 
 

WOW 2012 Challenge   “The Road I Traveled” 
 
Participants will create a poster-sized quilt somewhere 
between 16” x 20” and 24” x 36” or any shape that is 
approximately 320-864 square inches (multiply length 
times width). 
 
Road begins anywhere on the left side and finishes 
anywhere on the right side and measures approximately 
3” on the left and the right, but can be any size, shape, 
length inside the quilt. 
 
Quilt represents something about your life; it has a story 
to tell about your life’s journey. 
 
Quilts will be hung first without names for voting by the 
members.  Then each member will talk about their own 
quilt.  This will be the WOW November 2012 program. 
 
Based on Viewer’s Choice Secret Ballot, a $50 Gift 
Certificate to your favorite quilt shop will be awarded to: 
Best Artistry: Most visually pleasing composition; best 
execution of the elements and principles (balance, 
harmony, unity, contrast, gradation, repetition and 
proportion) of design. 
Most Creative: The most innovative; the piece that is 
striking in its surprising features that makes you look 
twice and wonder “how’d she do that?” 
Best Workmanship: Most intricate piecing or appliqué, 
and precise execution.	  
 
Lori All ison 
Vice Pres ident 
 
Block of the Month 
 

The block of the month for February is the “Indiana 
Puzzle.”   Directions can be found on the WOW quilt 
guild website. For each block made (up to three) you can 
put you name in the drawing for ownership of the blocks 
made for that month.   
 

Dawn Bryant/Carol Henderson 
 
Just a note, in the February 2012 issue of American 
Patchwork & Quilting (page 50), I came across an article 
about a quilt collector that had 651 red and white quilts.  
Certainly inspiring to make February’s block.  
Angela Coleman 
Newsle t t er Editor 



March 27th Workshop 
 
Workshop:  Norma Riehm 
Get a head start on your 2012 WOW Challenge project 
or just come and learn a fun new quilt style that will 
dazzle your friends and family!  Norma’s kind of fun is 
catchy and inspirational 
and you’ll find yourself 
looking at your old 
projects in new ways. 
 
Workshop 
Tuesday, March 27 
10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 
1 hour for lunch 
Medina E.C. Images 
Room 
 
For more information 
about Norma and her 
quilt style, visit her “AQS Blog-of-the-Week” winning blog 
at www.QuiltingIsAFineArt.blogspot.com  
 
$35 Workshop 
$10 Kit Fee 
$10 Lunch (included) 
$55 total 
Contact: Lori Allison 
Lori.allison@hotmail.com 
952-426-9836 
Send check payable to WOW to  
Lori Allison, PO Box 1019, Prior Lake, MN  55372 
	  
 (No checks will be cashed until there are 18 participants 
and the workshop is a “GO!”) 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Sample of Norma Riehm’s quilts. 

	  
2012 Membership Dues:  
 

Renewal for 2012 membership is $24.00 for email notice 
or  $30.00 for mail delivery of the newsletter.  Please see 
the membership committee for your dues envelope if you 

have not at the next meeting.  In January we had 69 
members in attendance. 
LuAnn Sing/Shir l ey Bonacc i 
Membership Committee 
 
 
A Note of Thanks 
Thank you for the beautiful Maple Leaf blocks.  I have 
started laying them out and making decisions on a 
final design.  With all of the beautiful autumn colors in 
all shades and intensities, it will be a stunning, quilted 
reminder of a great year with all of you. 
Mickey Ell is 
	  
Quilt Survivor-West Metro 

Back by popular demand, we will have our 2nd Quilt 
Survivor activity.  I need 2 or 3 volunteers to help me 
plan this fun activity.  It will take one short meeting coffee 
to make up the “rules”.  Are you interested?  Let Mickey 
know at 763.475.9581 or at ellis_mickey@yahoo.com  
 
Volunteers Still Needed 
Looking for a couple of volunteers for 2012.  We need to 
fill the positions of Guild Historian and Resolution Quilt 
leader.  Let Patti or Mickey know if you would be willing 
to volunteer for one of these openings.  Patti is at 
pres.womenofthewest@gmail.com	  	  
 
???Secret Sisters ??? 
You can still sign up for secret sisters.  Please call Mary 
Hess at 763-479-2127 and give her your information by 
February 14, 2012.            
 
Birthday Club 
Birthday club brought in $41.25. Good job everyone!! 
Diane Salls 
 

LOST              
Marty Bradbury had a pair of Gingher curved 
embroidery scissors on the supply table at the December 
meeting (the zipper flowers).  They had dark red yarn 
tied to the handle, if they show up, could they be 
returned to her.  
	  	  



Show & Share Gallery 
	  

	  
Bev Romfo showing her “ZigZag” quilt, nice contrast! 

	  
	  

	  
Gail Bronner with mini quilts. 

	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
Another of Bev Romfo quilts “Sunrise Sunset”. 

	  
	  

	  
Carol Fisher’s many table runners and toppers displayed by Patti Marrin.

	  
Patti Marrin exclaiming over the time taken to quilt her blue & yellow “Daisy 
Dreams”!!  Is that an “Indiana Puzzle” pattern I see? 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
 

	  

PFEBRUARY CHECKLIST:  
 

¨ Block of the Month 

¨ Your Nametag 

¨ Birthday Club Donations 

¨ Show and Share 

¨ Community Service projects or 
donations 

¨ Free books & magazines to 
share 

 
 
 
	  

ôWOW 2011 Officers & Committee Chairsô 
 

President Patti Marrin 952-881-2231 pres.womenofthewesr@gmail.
com 

Vice President Lori Allison 952-426-9836 Iba0718@hotmail.com 
Secretary(s) Patty Morris 701-226-3137 Avonis4menu.gmail.com 

 Angela Coleman 612-219-1118 angela_coleman@yahoo.com 
Treasurer Janet Balej 763-571-1975 jbalej@netzero.com 

Activity Chair Mickey Ellis 763-475-9581 ellis_mickey@yahoo.com 
Birthday Club Diane Salls 952-857-9114 dsalls40@yahoo.com 

Block of the Month Dawn Bryant 763-767-0186 dawn.bryant@usbank.com 
 Carol Henderson 612-978-6178 carololemn@comcast.com 

Community Service Nancy Miller 763-424-4740 nancy_miller@comcast.net 
 Maple Grove Quilters   

Door Prizes Shawn Taylor 763-559-4442 Luv2quilt@dishmail.net 
 Brenda Dunlavy 763-557-2941 bdunlavy@compasspoint-

media.com 
Historian 

Membership 
OPEN 
Shirley Bonacci 

 
952-240-6416 

 
shirlgrl44@yahoo.com 

 LuAnn Sing 952-472-0825 lmsing54@mchsi.com 
Newsletter Editor Angela Coleman 612-219-1118 angela_coleman@yahoo.com 

Assistant Editor Lisa Olson 763-559-9638 lpolson53@gmail.com 
Secret Sisters Mary Hess 763-479-2127 quilta@usfamily.net 

Small Group Coord Carole Olson 763-544-7130 carole_olson@msn.com 
Resolution Quilts OPEN 763-477-6721 millerelaine@hotmail.com 

Sunshine & Shadows Barb Pavek 763-843-0964 esf7@juno.com 
Web Mistress LuAnn Sing 952-472-0825 lmsing54@mchsi.com 

Retreat Coordinators Nancy Erbst 763-389-3719 Nancy@erbst.org 
 Linda Lynholm 

Mary Inman Forbes 
 
763-559-0703 

 
Mary.inman-forbes@blackbox-
vs.com 

    
    
    
    

The Women of the West Quilt Guild was 
organized in December of 1997 to 
encourage and support all levels of 
quilters.  The guild offers education, 
programs, fellowship, communication and 
community service while providing a 
place to be among people that share the 
same interest of the art of quilting.  
Meetings are held the 4th Monday 
monthly at 7 p.m. at the Medina 
Entertainment Center.  If there is a 
conflict with a holiday, another night will 
be scheduled.  The Medina Entertainment 
Center is on Highway 55 in Medina. 


