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HISTORIAN’S NOTEBOOK: Artifacts and Documents: 1491-1754

DOCUMENT #1:

Landing of Christopher Columbus, engraving by H. B. Hall, 1856. (Gilder Lehrman
Collection)

This engraving depicts Columbus’s first landing in the New World, on the island he
called San Salvador, on October 12, 1492. Columbus is surrounded by his men on the
beach. Discussing the landing in his journal, Columbus wrote that he “leaped on shore,
and . . . took, possession of the said island for the King and for the Queen.”[1] In the
engraving, he holds a sword in one hand and the royal banner of Aragon and Castile in
the other, declaring the discovery for Spain. To the side, Native Americans watch the
Europeans from behind a tree. In his journal, Columbus recorded that they “asked us if
we had come from heaven” and called them “the best people in the world, and the
gentlest.”[2] He also, however, made note of his plan to “with force . . . subjugate the
whole island.”[3]
This engraving, by H. B. Hall, is based on an oil painting by John Vanderlyn. Vanderlyn
was commissioned by Congress to paint The Landing of Columbus. He completed the
painting in 1846, and it was mounted in the Rotunda of the Capitol in 1847. Vanderlyn’s
portrayal soon appeared in advertisements, on postage stamps in 1869 and 1893, and

https://ap.gilderlehrman.org/resource/landing-columbus-1492?period=1#_ftn1
https://ap.gilderlehrman.org/resource/landing-columbus-1492?period=1#_ftn2
https://ap.gilderlehrman.org/resource/landing-columbus-1492?period=1#_ftn3
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on currency in the 1870s. Viewed by thousands in the Capitol and by countless more in
various incarnations, The Landing of Columbus came to be the prevailing representation
in the American imagination of Columbus’s discovery of the New World.

[1] Christopher Columbus, The Journal of Christopher Columbus (During His First Voyage, 1492–93) and
Documents Relating to the Voyages of John Cabot and Gaspar Corte Real (London: Hakluyt Society, 1893)
37.
[2] Columbus, Journal, 112.
[3] Columbus, Journal, 48.

ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:

1. Describe what is happening in the image.

2.  What adjectives would you use to describe this engraving?

3. Is the image a positive or negative depiction of the event?

4.  The engraving and the image based on it that appears in the US Capitol are described as the
“prevailing representation in the American imagination of Columbus’s discovery of the New
World? React to that assessment.

EXTENSION: Find a more recent reinterpretation (secondary source) of “Columbus’ discovery of
the New World.”  Use a SECONDARY SOURCE analysis worksheet to analyze your source. Add it
to your Historian’s Notebook and be prepared to share it in class.

DOCUMENT #2

https://ap.gilderlehrman.org/resource/landing-columbus-1492?period=1#_ftnref
https://ap.gilderlehrman.org/resource/landing-columbus-1492?period=1#_ftnref
https://ap.gilderlehrman.org/resource/landing-columbus-1492?period=1#_ftnref


Advanced Placement US History
Historian’s Workbook: 1491-1754
FSA PS/Rodgers

The Doctrine of Discovery, 1493

Pope Alexander VI's Demarcation Bull, May 4, 1493. (Gilder Lehrman Collection)

The Papal Bull “Inter Caetera,” issued by Pope Alexander VI on May 4, 1493, played a
central role in the Spanish conquest of the New World. The document supported Spain’s
strategy to ensure its exclusive right to the lands discovered by Columbus the previous year.
This effectively gave Spain a monopoly on the lands in the New World.
This “Doctrine of Discovery” became the basis of all European claims in the Americas
as well as the foundation for the United States’ western expansion. In the US Supreme
Court in the 1823 case Johnson v. McIntosh, Chief Justice John Marshall’s opinion in
the unanimous decision held “that the principle of discovery gave European nations
absolute right to New World lands.” In essence, American Indians had only a right of
occupancy, which could be abolished.
The Bull Inter Caetera made headlines again throughout the 1990s and in 2000, when
many Catholics petitioned Pope John Paul II to formally revoke it and recognize the
human rights of indigenous “non-Christian peoples.”
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Excerpt

Wherefore, as becomes Catholic kings and princes, after earnest consideration of all
matters, especially of the rise and spread of the Catholic faith, as was the fashion of
your ancestors, kings of renowned memory, you have purposed with the favor of divine
clemency to bring under your sway the said mainlands and islands with their residents
and inhabitants and to bring them to the Catholic faith. Hence, heartily commending in
the Lord this your holy and praiseworthy purpose, and desirous that it be duly
accomplished, and that the name of our Savior be carried into those regions, we exhort
you very earnestly in the Lord and by your reception of holy baptism, whereby you are
bound to our apostolic commands, and by the bowels of the mercy of our Lord Jesus
Christ, enjoy strictly, that inasmuch as with eager zeal for the true faith you design to
equip and dispatch this expedition, you purpose also, as is your duty, to lead the
peoples dwelling in those islands and countries to embrace the Christian religion; nor at
any time let dangers or hardships deter you therefrom, with the stout hope and trust in
your hearts that Almighty God will further your undertakings. And, in order that you may
enter upon so great an undertaking with greater readiness and heartiness endowed with
benefit of our apostolic favor, we, of our own accord, not at your instance nor the
request of anyone else in your regard, but out of our own sole largess and certain
knowledge and out of the fullness of our apostolic power, by the authority of Almighty
God conferred upon us in blessed Peter and of the vicarship of Jesus Christ, which we
hold on earth, do by tenor of these presents, should any of said islands have been
found by your envoys and captains, give, grant, and assign to you and your heirs and
successors, kings of Castile and Leon, forever, together with all their dominions, cities,
camps, places, and villages, and all rights, jurisdictions, and appurtenances, all islands
and mainlands found and to be found…

ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:

1. What do you think The Doctrine of Discovery predetermined for the New World?

2.  How might European competitors of Spain have reacted to this doctrine being applied to all
New World territories?

EXTENSION: Find a document (primary source) that demonstrates how a European competitor of
Spain reacted and use a PRIMARY SOURCE Analysis Worksheet to analyze it. Add it to your
Historian’s Notebook. Be prepared to discuss it in class.

DOCUMENT #3: The Constitution of the Iroquois Confederacy

BACKGROUND

At the time of the founding of the Iroquois League of Nations, no written language existed; we have only
the early stories which were passed down from generation to generation, until such time as there was a
written language, and interpreters available, to record that early history. One such document is listed below.
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There are several other documents now available in various places which refer to the original founding of
the Iroquois, and they seem to substantiate this document as probably truthful and accurate. This version
was prepared by Arthur C. Parker, Archeologist of the State Museum in New York in 1915, and published by
the University of the State of New York as Bulletin 184 on April 1, 1916. It is entitled: The Constitution of
the Five Nations - or - The Iroquois Book of the Great Law. In it, you will find close parallels to our
Executive, Legislative and Judiciary branches of government as originally described in our U. S. Constitution.

You will find it very difficult to keep in mind that it survives after some 500 or 600 years, and was originated
by people that our ancestors mistakenly considered as "savages". Some sources place the origin of the Five
Nation Confederacy as early as 1390 AD, but others insist it was prepared about 1450-1500 AD; in any case,
it was well before any possible contamination by European invaders. Early explorers and colonists found the
Iroquois well established, as they had been for many generations: with a democratic government; with a
form of religion that acknowledged a Creator in heaven; with a strong sense of family which was based on,
and controlled by, their women; and many other surprises you will soon discover.

It must also be pointed out that this document refers to to the "Five" Nations, while other references to the
Confederacy speak of the "Six" nations. From the inception, there were the Five Nations discussed in this
Constitution. In about 1715, the Tuscarora Nation, once part of the Iroquois peoples in a much earlier
period of their history, moved up from North Carolina to avoid warfare with the invading white settlers, and
were adopted into the Confederacy. At this point in time, the Iroquois controlled many parts of our now
eastern states from their homelands in what is now New York state. The original Five Nations were:

● Mohawk: People Possessors of the Flint
● Onondaga: People on the Hills
● Seneca: Great Hill People
● Oneida: Granite People
● Cayuga: People at the Mucky Land

Tuscarora: Shirt Wearing People became the Sixth Nation.

Excerpt from The Constitution of the Iroquois Confederacy

7. Whenever the Confederate Lords shall assemble for the purpose of holding a council, the Onondaga
Lords shall open it by expressing their gratitude to their cousin Lords and greeting them, and they shall
make an address and offer thanks to the earth where men dwell, to the streams of water, the pools, the
springs and the lakes, to the maize and the fruits, to the medicinal herbs and trees, to the forest trees for
their usefulness, to the animals that serve as food and give their pelts for clothing, to the great winds and
the lesser winds, to the Thunderers, to the Sun, the mighty warrior, to the moon, to the messengers of the
Creator who reveal his wishes and to the Great Creator who dwells in the heavens above, who gives all the
things useful to men, and who is the source and the ruler of health and life. Then shall the Onondaga Lords
declare the council open. The council shall not sit after darkness has set in.

8. The Firekeepers shall formally open and close all councils of the Confederate Lords, and they shall pass
upon all matters deliberated upon by the two sides and render their decision. Every Onondaga Lord (or his
deputy) must be present at every Confederate Council and must agree with the majority without
unwarrantable dissent, so that a unanimous decision may be rendered. If Adodarhoh or any of his cousin
Lords are absent from a Confederate Council, any other Firekeeper may open and close the Council, but the
Firekeepers present may not give any decisions, unless the matter is of small importance.

9. All the business of the Five Nations Confederate Council shall be conducted by the two combined bodies
of Confederate Lords. First the question shall be passed upon by the Mohawk and Seneca Lords, then it
shall be discussed and passed by the Oneida and Cayuga Lords. Their decisions shall then be referred to the
Onondaga Lords, (Fire Keepers) for final judgement. The same process shall obtain when a question is
brought before the council by an individual or a War Chief.
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10. In all cases the procedure must be as follows: when the Mohawk and Seneca Lords have unanimously
agreed upon a question, they shall report their decision to the Cayuga and Oneida Lords who shall
deliberate upon the question and report a unanimous decision to the Mohawk Lords. The Mohawk Lords will
then report the standing of the case to the Firekeepers, who shall render a decision as they see fit in case of
a disagreement by the two bodies, or confirm the decisions of the two bodies if they are identical. The Fire
Keepers shall then report their decision to the Mohawk Lords who shall announce it to the open council.

11. If through any misunderstanding or obstinacy on the part of the Fire Keepers, they render a decision at
variance with that of the Two Sides, the Two Sides shall reconsider the matter and if their decisions are
jointly the same as before they shall report to the Fire Keepers who are then compelled to confirm their
joint decision.

12. When a case comes before the Onondaga Lords (Fire Keepers) for discussion and decision, Adodarho
shall introduce the matter to his comrade Lords who shall then discuss it in their two bodies. Every
Onondaga Lord except Hononwiretonh shall deliberate and he shall listen only. When a unanimous decision
shall have been reached by the two bodies of Fire Keepers, Adodarho shall notify Hononwiretonh of the fact
when he shall confirm it. He shall refuse to confirm a decision if it is not unanimously agreed upon by both
sides of the Fire Keepers.

13. No Lord shall ask a question of the body of Confederate Lords when they are discussing a case,
question or proposition. He may only deliberate in a low tone with the separate body of which he is a
member.

14. When the Council of the Five Nation Lords shall convene they shall appoint a speaker for the day. He
shall be a Lord of either the Mohawk, Onondaga or Seneca Nation. The next day the Council shall appoint
another speaker, but the first speaker may be reappointed if there is no objection, but a speaker's term
shall not be regarded more than for the day.

15. No individual or foreign nation interested in a case, question or proposition shall have any voice in the
Confederate Council except to answer a question put to him or them by the speaker for the Lords.

16. If the conditions which shall arise at any future time call for an addition to or change of this law, the
case shall be carefully considered and if a new beam seems necessary or beneficial, the proposed change
shall be voted upon and if adopted it shall be called, "Added to the Rafters".

ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:

1. Some historians believe the practices of the Iroquois Confederacy had an influence on the
uniting of the British colonies in North America and the form of government that eventually
developed in the new republic. What, if any evidence to you see in this excerpt, that might
indicate that is a credible assertion?

2.  White settlers and colonial leaders and later, even American presidents continued to refer to
the American Indians as “savages.” How does evidence in this document offer a contrasting point
of view on their social and political development?

EXTENSION: Find a document (primary source) that provides additional evidence to support the
assertion that American Indians lived in highly developed civilizations and use a PRIMARY
SOURCE Analysis Worksheet to analyze it. Add it to your Historian’s Notebook. Be prepared to
discuss it in class.
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The Debate Over Slavery in Georgia: DOCUMENTS #4-10

DOCUMENT #4

An Act for Being Able to Better Defend Georgia by Banning the Importation of Slaves
(April 3, 1735, Court at St. James in London, England)

According to the experiences of other English colonies in North America, those colonies
that have a large slave population have a difficult time convincing other Englishmen and
Christians to come there. Because Englishmen are the only ones who can be counted
upon to defend the colony in times of war, this means those colonies with large slave
populations are more likely to have rebellions and uprisings.  If other foreign countries
realize that our colonies with large slave populations are unstable, they could take
advantage of the situation.  This could result in England losing control of those colonies.

The leaders of the Georgia colony, therefore ask the King to consider our request to ban
the importation of slaves to the Georgia colony.

The King and his advisors agreed with this request. Therefore, they agreed to ban the
importation of slaves in the Georgia colony.

ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:

1.  What argument was used in Document 4 to ask for a ban on slavery in the Georgia
colony in 1735?

2. Why might the English King have agreed to such a plan?

DOCUMENT #5

Rules for the Year 1735

Partial Transcript:
The Trustees intend this Year to lay out a County and Build a new Town in Georgia.

They will give to such Persons as they send upon the Charity, viz.

● To every Man, A Watchcoat,
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● A Musquet and Bayonet to those who have them not of their own,
● An Hatchet,
● An Hammer,
● An Hand-saw
● A Shod Shovel or Spade,
● A broad Hoe,
● A narrow Hoe,
● A Gimlet,
● A Drawing Knife,
● And there will be a Publick Grindstone to each Ward or Village.
● He will also have an Iron Pot and a pair of Pot-hooks,
● And a Frying Pan.

And for his Maintenance in the Colony for one Year he will have,

To be delivered in such proportions and at such times as the Trust shall think
proper.

● 300 Pounds of Beef or Pork,
● 114 Pounds of Rice,
● 114 Pounds of Pease,
● 114 Pounds of Flour,
● 44 Gallons of Strong Beer,
● 64 Quarts of Molasses for Brewing Beer,
● 18 Pounds of Cheese,
● 9 Pounds of Butter,
● 9 Ounces of Spice,
● 9 Pounds of Sugar,
● 5 Gallons of Vinegar,
● 30 Pounds of Salt,
● 12 Quarts of Lamp Oil & a Pound of spun Cotton, And 12 Pounds of Soap.
● And to the Mothers, Wives, Sisters or Children of such Men,

And that for the first Twelve Months from their Landing in the said Province of
Georgia, they will Work and Labour in Clearing their Lands, making Habitations, and
necessary Defences, and in all other Works for the common Good and publick Weal
of the said Colony, at such Times, in such Manner, and according to such Plan and
Directions as shall be given.

And that they from and after the Expiration of the said last mentioned Twelve
Months, will, during the Two next succeeding Years, abide, settle and inhabit in the
said Province of Georgia, and Cultivate the Lands which shall be to them and their
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Heirs Male severally allotted and given, by all such Ways and Means as according to
their several Abilities and Skills they shall be best Able and Capable.

And such Persons are to be settled in the said Colony, either in new Towns or new
Villages.

Negroes and Rum are prohibited to be used in the said Colony, and Trade with the
Indians, unless licensed.

Document Citation:
"Tracts and other papers relating principally to the origin, settlement, and progress of
the colonies in North America from the discovery of the country to the year 1776.
Collected by Peter Force.

ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:

3.  What does the list of items in Document 5 tell you about how the Trustees thought
the colonists should be spending their time?

4.  Why would the Trustees plan to give the colonists so much food during the first year
of their settlement in Georgia?

DOCUMENT #6

NEW INVERNESS COMMITTEE PETITION: 1739

To his Excellency General Oglethorpe:

We are informed that our neighbors of Savannah have petitioned your excellency for the
liberty of having slaves. We hope and earnestly entreat, before such proposals are
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hearkened unto, your excellency will consider our situation and of what dangerous and
bad consequences such liberty would be to us, for many reasons.

First. The nearness of the Spaniards, who have proclaimed freedom to all slaves who run
from their masters, makes it impossible for us to keep them without more labor in
watching them than we would be at to do their work.

Second. We are laborious and know a white man may be, by the year, more usefully
employed than a negro.

Third. We are not rich; and becoming in debt for slaves, in case of their running away or
dying, would inevitably ruin the poor master and he would become a greater slave to
the negro-merchant than the slave he bought could have been to him.

Fourth. It would oblige us to keep a guard duty at least as severe as when we expected
daily an invasion; and if that should be the case, how miserable would be to us and our
wives and children to have an enemy without and a more dangerous one in our own
bosom.

Fifth. It is shocking to human nature that any race of mankind and their posterity should
be sentenced to perpetual slavery. Nor in justice can we think otherwise of it that they
are thrown amongst us, to be our scourge one day or other for our sins; and, as freedom
to them must be as dear as to us, what a scene of horror must it bring about! And the
longer it is unexecuted, the bloody scene must be greater.

We therefore, for our own sakes, our wives, and our posterity, beg your consideration
and interest, that, instead of introducing slaves, you will put us in the way to get some of
our countrymen, who, with their own labor, in time of peace and our vigilance, if we are
invaded, with the help of them will render it a difficult thing to hurt us or that part of the
province we may possess.

We will forever pray for your excellency and we are, with all submission, Your
excellency's most obedient Humble Servants, etc.

Document Citation:
Scott, Thomas Allan. "Trustees and Malcontents: The Controversy over Slavery and
Georgia's Future." In Cornerstones of Georgia history: Documents that Formed the State.
Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1995. 25-37.

ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:
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5.  Based on Document 6, what specific dangers do the New Inverness settlers believe
slavery would bring to their community?

6.  What evidence is there that the New Inverness settlers had a moral objection to
slavery?

DOCUMENT #7

Letter to the Georgia Trustees from James Oglethorpe, Saint Simons, January 17, 1739

Gentlemen:

I have wrote already a letter upon the heads of Negroes and shall only add that if we
allow slaves we act against the very principles by which we associated together, which
was to relieve the distressed. Whereas, now we should occasion the misery of
thousands in Africa, by setting men upon using arts to buy and bring into perpetual
slavery the poor people who now live free there.

Instead of strengthening we should weaken the frontiers of America, give away to the
owners of slaves that land which was designed as a refuge to persecuted Protestants,
prevent all improvement of silk and wine and glut the markets with more of the present
American commodities which do already but too much interfere with English produce.  I
am persuaded therefore you will speedily reject the petition. And as soon as your
resolution is known, the idle will leave the province and the industrious will fall to work,
many of whom wait ‘till they see the event of this application.

Document Citation:
Scott, Thomas Allan. "Trustees and Malcontents: The Controversy over Slavery and
Georgia's Future." In Cornerstones of Georgia history: Documents that Formed the State.
Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1995. 25-37.

ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:

7.  How does Oglethorpe think slavery in the colonies will impact England?

8.  How does he think it will impact Georgia?

DOCUMENT #8

The Hard Case of the Distressed People of Georgia

The Use and Labour of Negroes has been found indispensably requisite for the Climate
and Cultivation of Lands in America…
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And indeed the extraordinary Heats here, the extraordinary Difficulty and Danger there
is in clearing the Lands, attending and Manufacturing the Crops, working in the Fields of
Summer, and the poor Returns of the Indian Corn, Pease and Potatoes, which are as yet
the only Chief Produces of the Land there, make it indisputably impossible for White
Men alone to carry on Planting to any good Purpose.

Besides, our Neighbors having such an Advantage, as the Privilege of Negroes, can
always under-sell us in any Manufacture or Produce…The poor people of Georgia, may
as well think of becoming Negroes themselves as of hoping to be ever able to live
without them.

‘Tis objected, indeed that the introduction of Negroes might destroy the Colony; this, as
it has never been tried, is but an idle Insinuation. That the Colony is already ruined is
certain and evident; and it can’t be said that the Introduction of Negroes has brought
this about.

‘Tis said also, that Negroes being so near St. Augustin would desert thither. If they are as
well and better treated in Georgia than they can be there, where is the temptation?

It is also presumed that admitting and substitution Negroes to the laborious parts of the
culture would make the white Men grow idle and lazy. It has already been shown that
white Men are unequal to the Task, and yet it must be done. If therefore, others may be
found much fitter and abler for this Work, and who besides doing it better, shall save a
Man all the Trouble and put Money in his Pocket, is this a criminal or unreasonable Piece
of Luxury?

Document Citation:
“The Hard Case of the Distressed People of Georgia. Stephens, Thomas. London, 1742.
Gallay, Alan. Voices of the Old South: eyewitness accounts, 1528-1861. Athens: University
of Georgia Press, 1994.

ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:

9.  Why, according to the author, are the people of Georgia distressed and
disadvantaged?

10.  What objections to introducing slavery in Georgia make no sense to the author?

DOCUMENT #9

The True and Historical Narrative of the Colony of Georgia in America

The Felling of Timber was a Task very unequal to the Strength and Constitution of white
Servants; and the Hoeing the Ground, they being exposed to the sultry Heat of the Sun,
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insupportable; and it is well known, that this Labour is one of the hardest upon the
Negroes, even tho' their Constitutions are much stronger than white People, and the
Heat no Way disagreeable nor hurtful to them. But in us it created inflamatory Fevers of
various kinds, both continued and intermittent; wasting and tormenting Fluxes, most
excruciating Cholicks, and Dry-Belly-Achs; Tremors, Vertigoes, Palsies, and a long Train of
painful and lingring, nervous Distempers; which brought on to many a Cessation both
from Work and Life; especially as Water without any Qualification was the chief Drink,
and Salt Meat the only Provisions that could be had or afforded: And so general were
these Disorders, that during the hot Season, which lasts from March to October, hardly
one Half of the Servants and working People, were ever able to do their Masters or
themselves the least Service; and the Yearly Sickness of each Servant, generally
speaking, cost his Master as much as would have maintained a Negro for four Years.

Document Citation:
Excerpted from “The True and Historical Narrative of the Colony of Georgia in America.”
Talifer, Patrick. In Scott, Thomas Allan. "Trustees and Malcontents: The Controversy over
Slavery and Georgia's Future." In Cornerstones of Georgia history: Documents that
Formed the State. Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1995. 25-37.

ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:

11.   According to the author, what difficulties do white servants and laborers face in
Georgia.

12.  What does the author suggest as a remedy to the problem?

DOCUMENT #10

An Act for Repealing the Act that Banned the Importation of Slaves (August 8, 1750,
London, England).  (Adapted for classroom use by Kelly Rodgers, September, 2013).
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When the Trustees asked that the importation of slaves to the Georgia colony be
banned, the colony was new.  Slavery would have been too dangerous.  Now, though,
slavery would be beneficial to the colony and all of its’ people.  With proper laws, slavery
should now be permitted.

The Trustees ask that the former Act be repealed. Beginning on January 1, 1751, it
should be legal to bring black slaves into Georgia.

The King agreed to this act on August 8, 1750.

ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS:

13.  Who asked for the repeal of the slave ban in Georgia?

14.  What argument did they use to support their request?

15.  Why would the King agree to the request?

EXTENSION:

Write a brief paragraph explaining the introduction of slavery in the Georgia colony. Use specific
ideas and understandings from your analysis of the documents above. You do not have to cite
the documents in your response.
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