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Welcome to AP US history. I am pleased that you have chosen to accept the challenge of
this course.  The AP U.S. history course is designed to provide students with the analytic
skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and materials
in U.S. history. The program prepares students for intermediate and advanced college
courses by making demands upon them equivalent to those made by full-year
introductory college courses. Students will learn to assess historical materials—their
relevance to a given interpretive problem, reliability, and importance—and to weigh the
evidence and interpretations presented in historical scholarship. An AP U.S. History
course should thus develop the skills necessary to arrive at conclusions on the basis of
an informed judgment and to present reasons and evidence clearly and persuasively in
essay format.  In order to cover the essential topics in U.S. history during the school term
we need to lay a foundation over the summer break.

The texts and materials for this course are:

To Be Purchased By the Student:  For summer work and year-long class reading
assignments. (approximate cost: $25.00)
TEXT: United States History: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination, John
Newman, 2020 edition. The text is available through Amazon.com but it is sometimes
difficult to locate in local bookstores as it is in high demand by APUSH students. I believe
there are KINDLE versions available as well. Please make sure you have this text for your
summer work and when school begins, in August, 2021.

SUPPLEMENTARY TEXT: Provided by the school: The American Pageant, AP Edition, 14th

Edition, David M. Kennedy, et. al. (Distributed on the First Day of Classes. This book will
be a reference book for you.)

A 2” binder for handouts and other materials distributed in class.

A 5-subject notebook, if you are a student who understands the value of AUTHENTIC
NOTE TAKING, you should have this handy for class and for your independent reading
assignments to write down important, new information that you need to understand.

AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM YOUR TEACHER:
During the first week of class we will have a short response quiz over the materials from
the summer assignments and a vocabulary quiz. You will be expected to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding of the ideas, events, key terms and personalities
associated with the material from the first two units you investigate in the summer
assignments.
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SUMMER READING & WRITING ASSIGNMENTS:

All assignments should be submitted on the first day of school.   Students who fail to
submit their summer assignments will be placed in HONORS US HISTORY for the school
term.   A GOOGLE CLASSROOM turn-in should be anticipated.

Assignment 1: APUSH CURRICULAR OVERVIEW

Access the Gilder Lehrman Institute of American History website:
https://ap.gilderlehrman.org/

Familiarize yourself with the ENTIRE periodization chart that defines and describes the
APUSH curricular units by watching the VIDEOS and TAKING NOTES as you watch. (screen
shot shows what you should be looking for.) There are nine periodizations and nine
videos that cover them, each one lasts between 7-20 minutes.

While you watch, you should create an outline and take notes. The speaker presents a
few thematic ideas for each unit. For example, for Period 1: 1491-1607, the themes are
CONTACT, COMMERCE and COMPETING PHILOSOPHIES. Use those themes as the BIG
IDEAS for your outline. Take a few notes regarding each of those themes.

https://ap.gilderlehrman.org/
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After presenting the thematic overview of the period, the speaker explains one of the
SKILLS-FOCUS for the course. Include the skills focus section in your outline and write
your understanding based on his explanation of the particular skill covered in the video.

THIS ASSIGNMENT IS DUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL and SHOULD INCLUDE YOUR
BRIEF OUTINE OF ALL 9 PERIODS of THE APUSH CURRICULUM BASED ON THE VIDEOS
YOU WATCHED.

Assignment 2: HISTORIAN’S WORKBOOK

Learning to evaluate and analyze historical artifacts and documents is the life work of
historians. I know you probably thought that the life work of historians was to produce
boring and impenetrable history textbooks for students to read. NO! History is a lot
more adventurous than that! In the APUSH course, you will be the historian. It is your
job to make sense of the available evidence and develop your own interpretations and
understanding of the events of the past.

For assignment 2, you will begin a year-long project collecting artifacts and documents
and analyzing them as you learn to make sense of the past. You will create a
HISTORIAN’S WORKBOOK. Please make sure your workbook can be submitted as a
digital product, even if you hand-write your entries.

What is the HISTORIAN’S WORKBOOK?  For each periodization, you will have artifacts
and documents to examine and analyze to supplement your text and discussion-based
understanding of the curriculum. Your WORKBOOK should include the artifact or
document AND your analysis worksheet and/or your written answers to the questions.

After answering the questions, for some artifacts/documents, I will ask for you to
EXTEND your learning by writing a brief assessment of the evidence the artifact or
document provides in deepening your understanding of the issues and themes of the
period. OR to locate another source to corroborate the first source OR to examine
another perspective on an event.

For Periods 1 and 2, I will choose the artifacts and documents for you. When you begin
your work for the remaining periods, in addition to what I require for each, you will
choose other sources that help elaborate your knowledge to add to your WORKBOOK.

The assignment for Periods 1 and 2 will be graded as a SUMMER ASSIGNMENT. At the
end of each semester, I will grade this project for a MAJOR PROJECT GRADE. Do your
best work and DO NOT LEAVE THIS WORK UNTIL THE VERY END of the semester. That
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could be disastrous! You will need to refer to your Historian’s Workbook in our class
discussions.

Assignment #3: READING ASSIGNMENT

You should read THE FIRST THREE CHAPTERS from the NEWMAN book, United States
History: Preparing for the Advanced Placement Examination, 2020, before the first day
of school. Approximately 70 pages of reading. You don’t have formal GUIDING
QUESTIONS for this reading, that require you to write responses that you will submit for
a grade, but be prepared to DISCUSS these topics the first week of school, using
supporting information from your reading and the artifact and document work you did
for your Historian’s Workbook assignment. Expect that we will discuss these topics in the
first two weeks:

TOPIC #1: Explain how and why various native populations in the period before
European contact interacted with the natural environment in North America.

TOPIC #2:  Explain the context for European encounters in the Americas from 1491 to
1607.

TOPIC #3:  Explain the causes of exploration and conquest of the New World by various
European nations.

TOPIC #4: Explain causes of the Columbian Exchange and its effect on Europe and the
Americas during the period after 1492.

TOPIC #5: Explain how the growth of the Spanish Empire in North America shaped the
development of social and economic structures over time.

TOPIC #6: Explain how and why European and Native American perspectives of others
developed and changed in the period.

TOPIC #7: Explain the context for the colonization of North America from 1607 to 1754.

TOPIC #8: Explain how and why various European colonies developed and expanded
from 1607 to 1754.

TOPIC #9: Explain how and why environmental and other factors shaped the
development and expansion of various British colonies that developed and expanded
from 1607 to 1754.
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TOPIC #10: Explain causes and effects of transatlantic trade over time.

TOPIC #11: Explain how and why interactions between various European nations and
American Indians changed over time.

TOPIC #12: Explain the causes and effects of slavery in the various British colonial
regions.

TOPIC #13: Explain how enslaved people responded to slavery.

TOPIC #14: Explain how and why the movement of a variety of people and ideas across
the Atlantic contributed to the development of American culture over time.

TOPIC #15: Explain how and why the different goals and interests of European leaders
and colonists affected how they viewed themselves and their relationship with Britain.

Assignment #4: KEY TERMS/SPECIALIZED VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT

Below is a list of KEY TERMS you are responsible for knowing from PERIODS 1 and 2. You
don’t have a formal vocabulary project to submit for a grade. Rather, your grade for
vocabulary development will come from a series of vocabulary quizzes throughout the
course. The first one will take place in the first week of school. Do whatever you need to
do to add these terms to your active vocabulary for use in our discussions and on
assessments and in your writing. It is not enough to know WHAT something is, but more
important to understand the SIGNIFICANCE of an event, a process, a person’s life work.

CHAPTER 1: A New World of Many Cultures, 1491-1607
Corn Hohokam, Anasazi

and Pueblos
compass Iroquois

Confederation
Horses Woodland

Mound-Builders
Printing press Samuel de

Champlain, Henry
Hudson

Disease Lakota Sioux Ferdinand and
Isabella

Bartolome de Las
Casas

Encomienda System Mayas, Incas, Aztecs Protestant
Reformation

Valladolid Debate

Asiento System Conquistadores Henry the Navigator Juan de Sepulveda
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Slavery Hernan Cortes Christopher
Columbus

Land bridge Francisco Pizarro Treaty of Tordesillas
Adena-Hopewell Roanoke Island Slave trade

CHAPTER 2: The Thirteen Colonies and the British Empire, 1607-1754
Lord Baltimore Tobacco farms John Winthrop House of Burgesses
Act of Toleration Jamestown Massachusetts Bay Bacon’s Rebellion
Roger Williams John Smith The 13 Colonies Joint stock company
Anne Hutchinson John Rolfe James Oglethorpe Virginia Company
Rhode Island Pocahontas Wampanoags mercantilism
Quakers Puritans Metacom Navigation Acts
William Penn Pilgrims King Philip’s War Indentured servants
Rice plantations Plymouth Colony Mayflower Compact Headright system
Triangular trade Middle Passage

CHAPTER 3: Colonial Society in the 18th Century
Benjamin Franklin Enlightenment
Phillis Wheatley Town meetings
Great Awakening Limited democracy
Jonathan Edwards Social mobility
George Whitefield
John Peter Zenger


