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Dear AP U.S. Government and Politics Students, 

 

Welcome to Advanced Placement U.S. Government & Politics! I am so excited to teach you all 

about why politics matters, how it affects your lives daily, how a government functions, and 

what can you do to change the system! Fall 2021 and Spring 2022 will be an interesting year in 

American Politics as Midterm Elections are a year away (Nov. 2022) and we all will be blessed 

with a flurry of campaign ads. The 2022 Midterm elections are crucial for both Democrats and 

Republicans but more so important for the Democratic Party with Joe Biden in office. The 

Democrats cannot afford to lose one seat in the Senate, or they will lose their majority, which 

will make it extremely difficult for Democrats and Joe Biden to pass any significant legislation.  

 

 

Here is the College Board Course Description for AP U.S. Gov: 

“Advanced Placement U.S. Government and Politics provides a college-level, nonpartisan 

introduction to key political concepts, ideas, institutions, policies, interactions, roles, and 

behaviors that characterize the constitutional system and political culture of the United States. 

Students will study U.S. foundational documents, Supreme Court decisions, and other texts and 

visuals to gain an understanding of the relationships and interactions among political institutions, 

processes, and behaviors. [Students] will also engage in disciplinary practices that require them 

to read and interpret data, make comparisons and applications, and develop evidence-based 

arguments. In addition, [students] will complete a political science research or applied civics 

project.” 

 

Assignment: 

Current Events Journal 
This summer there will be an abundance of news stories centered around Covid-19 and whether 

it was a cover up, America’s trust in the CDC, The effects of federal and state unemployment on 

summer jobs, stories on the Biden Administration’s Infrastructure Plan, 2022 Midterm Elections, 

and more. Students are to follow current events over the summer and get a head start on 

understanding how the U.S. government/political system operates. Students will need to select a 

total of three news articles from three separate weeks over the summer and write a 2 page-

double spaced reflection for each article using 12pt. Times New Roman font (a total of 6 

pages).  

 

Students should look for articles from different sources that emphasize any ONE of the 

following constitutional principles/concepts from our first unit of study: federalism, 

separation of powers, checks and balances, judicial review, elastic clause, the supremacy clause, 

and the commerce clause.  

 



The articles can focus on any of the following topics: the Congress, the Supreme Court, the 

President, a government agency, state governments, foreign policy, domestic policy, homeland 

security, immigration, taxes, healthcare reform, education, judicial/cabinet appointments, 

economic policy, interest/lobbyist groups, political parties, election-related news, polls. (This is 

not an inclusive list.)  

 

Each current events reflection MUST include:  

o ● A brief summary of the article.  

o ● The impact of this event/decision on the US government and populace.  

o ● The possible consequences of this event/decision (positive, negative, or 

neutral).  

o ● A clear connection to AT LEAST 1 of the constitutional principles/concepts 

listed above.  

o ● An evaluation of bias, if any, in the article.  

 

Students must clearly address each item above in their reflection. Students need to include a 

citation in MLA Format at the end of each reflection. Students must pay attention to the date of 

the article as the articles must be from three different weeks over the summer. (IE. 1 article 

from June 16, 1 article from June 30, and 1 article from July 14). Remember the goal of the 

summer assignment is to better understand how our governmental system operates, so keep that 

in mind when selecting articles.  

 

Sources you can use suggest: 

More Middle/Center News Sources: Wall Street Journal, BBC News, The Hill (my favorite), 

USA Today, NPR, PBS NewsHour 

Left Leaning: New York Times and Washington Post 

Far Left: Huffington Post and Mother Jones 

Towards the Right: Fox News, The Daily Wire 

Far Right: OAN, Newsmax, American Thinker 

 

Due Date: August 13, 2021 

Contact me with any question: cheyward@fultonscienceacademy.org 

 

 

 


