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THESE SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL IN ORDER
FOR YOU TO BE PLACED IN AP LEVEL MODERN WORLD HISTORY CLASSES IN THE 2020-21
SCHOOL TERM.

Welcome to AP Modern World History!

In accordance with the Advanced Placement Program (AP), this course and exam are offered to
well-qualified students who wish to complete studies in secondary school equivalent to an
introductory college course in modern world history. The AP Modern World History course was
modified for the 2019-20 school year.  Previously, students covered 10,000 years of history in
180 instructional days. Does that sound impossible? On some days it certainly felt that way.  For
the 2021-22 school year the “Modern” course is organized into nine structured units by four
historical periods.  They include:

Regional and Interregional Interactions (ca. 1200 to ca.1450)

1. The Global Tapestry
2. Networks of Exchange

Global Interactions (ca. 1450 to ca. 1750)

3. Land-Based Empires
4. Trans-Oceanic Interconnections

Industrialization and Global Integration (ca. 1750 to ca. 1900)

5. Revolutions
6. Consequences of Industrialization

Accelerating Global Change and Realignments (ca. 1900 to the present)

7. Global Conflict
8. Cold War and Decolonization
9. Globalization

In AP Modern World History, you will gain a deeper understanding of the world and human
interaction from around 1200 to the present. Students will develop historical thinking skills to
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better construct meaning about the past, beyond an effort to simply gather information such as
names, facts and events.

It is imperative that students and parents understand that this course is a college-level course.
Students are individually responsible for the content of the course. It would be impossible for
an instructor to deliver in 180 days of class time, all of the world’s history from 1200 to the
present in a meaningful way. Students must engage in independent reading on a mostly daily
basis to be successful in this course. If you are not on board for this kind of commitment then
this course is not for you!

Our class time will be spent in elaboration of topics, learning the historical thinking skills
necessary for success in higher level learning, developing historical assessment and writing skills
and clarification of the connections between the topics of the modern world history curriculum.
AP classes require additional time on the part of the students and the teacher. Individual
consultation with the teacher, the large volume of reading material required, the volume of
assignments, especially in terms of vocabulary building, historical thinking, time-line
comprehension and essay writing are considerable. All students taking AP level courses will be
required to sign an AP CONTRACT that states their commitment to and understanding of the
rigor of the course. Parents will be asked to sign this contract as well, demonstrating their
understanding of the requirements of the course.

Due to the breadth of the required AP curriculum content, students entering AP Modern
World have a summer assignment to help them familiarize themselves with the themes of
world history and a foundational review of the historical periods PRIOR to where the COURSE
CURRICULUM picks up. This will ensure that students have a general foundation of core
knowledge on which we will build and develop our deeper understanding and historical
thinking skills in the first weeks of school.

These SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS will count as your first grades in the AP MODERN WORLD
HISTORY.  TAKE THEM SERIOUSLY!!!! THIS IS NOT A GROUP PROJECT!  READ THE ACADEMIC
INTEGRITY STATEMENT BEFORE YOU BEGIN!!!!

Additionally, we will have two quizzes on the material in the first weeks of school. One will focus
on KEY TERM/SPECIALIZED VOCABULARY ACQUISITION and the other on historical analysis.

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY
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Cheating is a very serious matter. The parents of a student who has been involved in
cheating will be notified and the student will receive a grade of zero for the assignment,
test, essay, etc. in question. Academic discipline as outlined in the student handbook
may be invoked. For this course cheating is defined as:

� Copying anyone’s answers to questions, exercises, class work, or homework
assignments.

� Taking any information verbatim from any source, including a book or the
Internet, without giving proper credit to the author, or rearranging the order of words,
and/or changing some words as written by the author and claiming the work as your
own (plagiarism). This is a very serious situation and will be addressed with an additional
document that requires parental signature. DO NOT SIMPLY GOOGLE answers to
questions, FIND SOME OTHER STUDENT’S ANSWERS AND REPRODUCE THEM. This is a
form of cheating. READ THE MATERIALS, THINK for YOURSELF, COME UP WITH YOUR
OWN IDEAS, NOT SOMEONE ELSE’S!!!

� Looking onto another student’s paper during a test or a quiz.
� Having available any study notes or other test aids during a test or quiz without

the teacher’s permission.
� Collaborating on assignments when independent work is expected.
� Students found using cell phones during tests or quizzes will have their cell

phones confiscated and will be given a zero for that test or quiz.

AP students are often irrationally afraid of making a mistake on the summer assignments.  This
is not an exercise that will penalize you, but one that will help you get a start on the large
amount of material we must cover in the course. So, relax, learn, and do your best!

SUMMER READING, VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT and HISTORIAN’S WORKBOOK:

SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS MUST BE COMPLETED BY THE FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL IN ORDER FOR
YOU TO BE PLACED IN THE AP LEVEL MODERN WORLD HISTORY CLASS IN THE 2020-2021
SCHOOL TERM. ANY STUDENT WHO HAS NOT COMPLETED THESE ASSIGNMENTS WILL BE
PLACED IN HONORS WORLD HISTORY INSTEAD OF THE AP COURSE.

Students should PURCHASE a copy of : FAST TRACK World History: Essential Review for the AP,
HONORS and OTHER ADVANCED STUDY, by the High School Experts at The Princeton Review.
This book is available from major book sellers and retails for about $13.
READ THOUGHTFULLY. We will use this course reference during the school year.

COURSE TEXT: World Civilizations: The Global Experience, AP EDITION, Sterns, Pearson.
Provided by the school. Distributed on the first day of class.
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SUMMER ASSIGNMENT #1:  FAST TRACK World History: Essential Review for the AP, HONORS
and OTHER ADVANCED STUDY, by the High School Experts at The Princeton Review
Students will READ Chapters 1-3. There are LOTS OF VISUALS in this small text. DO NOT
NEGLECT THEM – EXAMINE THEM!!! LEARN FROM THEM!

One of the most formidable issues for AP WORLD HISTORY STUDENTS is just HOW MUCH
information there is in the course. Learning to sift through our readings and organize the ideas
in a way that makes them more accessible and digestible is our ongoing quest. Your reading and
note taking assignment is your first attempt to do this.

For each of the THREE CHAPTERS, create a TWO PAGE OVERVIEW for yourself. Use the Chapter
headings below on your overview. Write your BRIEF notes based on YOUR UNDERSTANDING of
what you read. DO NOT COPY THE TEXT VERBATIM. PLEASE TYPE YOUR OVERVIEWS and be
prepared to submit them via GOOGLE CLASSROOM. Limit your notes to ONLY TWO PAGES!!!

Chapter 1:
Nomads in the Paleolithic Era
The Agricultural Revolution
The Early Civilizations: The Rivers Deliver
Neolithic Technology

Chapter 2:
The Classical Civilizations
The Late Classical Period
The Role of Women: Changes and Continuities
Major Belief Systems

Chapter 3:
The Rise of Islam
Developments in Europe and the Byzantine Empire
Developments in Asia
Developments in Africa
Developments in the Americas
Review of Interactions Among Cultures
Technology and Innovation
The Role of Women: Changes and Continuities

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT #2: Key Terms and Specialized Vocabulary Development
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Do whatever you need to do – make yourself a PPT or QUIZLET or some other device--  to add
the terms listed below to your active vocabulary for use in our discussions and on assessments
and in your writing. It is not enough to know WHAT something is, but more important to
understand the SIGNIFICANCE of an event, a process, a person’s life work.
You don’t have a formal vocabulary project to submit for a grade. Rather, your grade for
vocabulary development will come from a series of vocabulary quizzes throughout the course.
The first one will take place in the first week of school.

Chapter 1: World History to 600 BCE
Nomadic societies Harappa and

Mohenjo-Daro
Foraging societies Aryans
Pastoral societies Vedas and

Upanishads
Agricultural
Revolutions

Shang and Zhou

Fertile crescent Bantu
Cuneiform Olmec and Chavin
Code of Hammurabi Bronze Age
Hieroglyphics
Queen Hathshesput

Chapter 2: World History 600 BCE to 600 CE
Mauryan and Gupta
Empires

Ancient Greece The Mayan
Civilization

Qin Dynasty polis Split of Roman
Empire

Han Dynasty Athens Silk Roads
Great Wall of China Sparta Caste System
Civil Service system The Golden Age of

Pericles
Be able to associate
core belief systems
with cultural hearths
and geographic
spread

Satrap Alexander the Great
Great Royal Road The Roman Republic
Phoenicians The Twelve Tables
Hebrews Pax Romana
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Chapter 3: World History from 600 CE to 1450
Mecca Byzantine Empire Vikings Yuan Dynasty
Islam Justinian’s Code Crusades Neo-Confucianism
theocracy East-West Schism Inquisition Code of Bushido
Shiite and Sunni feudalism Scholasticism Shinto
Umayyad Dynasty primogeniture Bubonic Plague Delhi Sultanate
Abbasid Dynasty mercantilism Nation-States The Mongols
Indian Ocean Trade
Network

Hanseatic League Tang Dynasty Kush and Axum

Middle Ages Holy Roman Empire Song Dynasty Ghana, Mali and
Songhai

Aztecs Marco Polo Be familiar with the
important
technologies and
innovations of the
period

Incas Ibn Battuta

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT #3: HISTORIAN’S WORKBOOK

Learning to evaluate and analyze historical artifacts and documents is the life work of historians.
I know you probably thought that the life work of historians was to produce boring and
impenetrable history textbooks for students to read. NO! History is a lot more adventurous than
that! In the AP MOD WORLD course, you will be the historian. It is your job to make sense of the
available evidence and develop your own interpretations and understanding of the events of
the past.

For assignment 3, you will begin a year-long project collecting artifacts and documents and
analyzing them as you learn to make sense of the past. You will create a HISTORIAN’S
WORKBOOK. Please make sure your workbook can be submitted as a digital product, even if you
hand-write your entries.

What is the HISTORIAN’S WORKBOOK?  For each periodization, you will have artifacts and
documents to examine and analyze to supplement your text and discussion-based
understanding of the curriculum. Your WORKBOOK should include the artifact or document
AND your analysis worksheet and/or your written answers to the questions.

After answering the questions, you will sometimes be asked to write a brief assessment of the
evidence the artifact or document provides in deepening your understanding of the issues and
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themes of the period. For some artifacts/documents, I will ask for you to extend your learning
by locating another source to corroborate the first source or to examine another perspective on
an event.

For your summer assignment for the HISTORIAN’S WORKBOOK, I chose the artifacts and
documents for you. When you begin your work for the remaining periods, in addition to what I
require for each, you will get to choose other sources that help elaborate your knowledge.

The summer assignment will be graded separately from the rest of your work on this project
each semester. At the end of each semester, I will grade this project for a MAJOR PROJECT
GRADE. Do your best work and DO NOT LEAVE THIS WORK UNTIL THE VERY END of the
semester. That could be disastrous! You will need to refer to your Historian’s Workbook in our
class discussions.


