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WE NEED FRIENDS! OLD FURNITURE?

Volunteer Celebration! 
Date April 25, 2016

Time  7:00 -8:30 pm
Location First Baptist Church
 518 N Franklin Ave
 Madison, WI 53705

R.S.V.P. on our website, and 
plan to join us in celebration!

Our Global Friends program 
is short on volunteers. Can 
you help? Global Friends pairs 
international students with MFIS 
volunteers for purposes of con-
versation and friendship. 

Are you available to make a 
difference in the life of a student 
who is far from home?

To Volunteer, Please call: 
MFIS Office (608) 263-4010

info@mfismadison.org

Don’t throw it out! Let it have a 
second life by donating it to our 
MFIS Furniture Program. We are 
always in need of desks, lamps, 
chairs, and other simple pieces 
of furniture for incoming interna-
tional students.

Contact us! 
MFIS Office (608) 263-4010

info@mfismadison.org

Spring is in the Air!



Madison truly is a beautiful place 
to attend a university, and our state 
capitol is definitely a focal point of 
the city. What better place to hold 
a reception for newly-arrived inter-
national students? 

MFIS volunteers greeted new stu-
dents with a Welcome Reception 
on Sunday, January 31, 2016 in the 
Senate Parlor of our Capitol build-
ing. Students mingled with volun-
teers to learn more about MFIS, 
and to hear about key destination 
sites within Madison. 

Refreshments were bountiful, with 
an elegant table laid out with typi-
cal Wisconsin fare including apple 
cider, cheese and sausage, apples 
and popcorn.

We were honored to have Senator 
Fred Risser on hand. The Senator 
provided a bit of background infor-
mation about our state government 
and city before inviting our stu-
dents to tour the building. It was 
a wonderful afternoon and, for the 
students, a warm introduction to 
Madison, Wisconsin.  

Madison Friends of International Students

2016 Capitol Reception was a Capital Event!

MFIS president Daryl Sherman, chat with Loree and Wynn 
Davies at the MFIS Fall Picnic in August.

Janet Kilsdonk, Deb Spry, Maria Hanson, & Brianne Hurford 
enjoying the 2016 Capitol Reception in January.

Students Qiuchang Cao and Haohuan Wang helped MFIS 
webmaster Patrick Baird prep the Thanksgiving meal.

Handshakes & Hellos 
at our 2016 Capitol 

Reception

You’re Invited! 
Join us for our  

annual Volunteer  
Celebration!

Please join us for our

Annual Volunteer 
CELEBRATION!

We love you! We appreciate you!  
Please allow us to say “thank 
you” in person by joining us in 
celebration of our volunteers 
at the First Baptist Church on 
April 25th.

Mingle with long-time friends 
and meet new ones; listen to 
students telling about their 
positive experiences with MFIS; 
taste international desserts 
and enjoy a beverage, bid on 
something delightful in our 
Silent Auction, or WIN some-
thing wonderful in our raffle! 

Please mark your calendar 
now and plan to attend. Watch 
your email for an invitation!

Date April 25, 2016
Time  7:00 -8:30 pm
Location First Baptist Church
 518 N Franklin Ave
 Madison, WI 53705

Eric Nee-Armah Hammond and his son enjoyed 
meeting Senator Fred Risser at the annual MFIS 

Capitol Reception in January.

MFIS Volunteers 
Make the World 

a Better Place

Farewell to  
Departing MFIS  
Board Members

SPRING
2016



Madison is full of good people, who 
volunteer for an endless variety of 
reasons. Some want to meet new 
people, or expand their network of 
contacts, others do it to gain experi-
ence or acquire new skills. And some 
just want to give back to their com-
munity and help others. Volunteering 
makes them feel good and, when 
asked, they’ll tell you that they have 
always felt they get back far more 
than they give. Volunteering feeds 
something deep inside of them and 
makes them smile.

MFIS volunteers are those kind of 
people.  You come out in all kinds of 
weather, you smile and shake hands, 
open your home, and build bridges 
between our country and others by 
reaching out to students, inviting 

them to dinner, talking, laughing and 
sharing simple conversation together.  
We would be nowhere without you!

We’d like to express our thanks to you 
in person, and hope you will join us 
on April 25 for our annual Volunteer 
Celebration. We have lots planned: 
delicious desserts & beverages, Silent 
Auction, Raffle, presentations by inter-
national students, and opportunities to 
mingle with friends old and new!

RSVP online at our website: 
www.MFISmadison.com

MFIS Volunteers ROCK OUR WORLD!

CELEBRATE WITH US!

April 25, 2016 
7:00 -8:30 pm

First Baptist Church 
518 N Franklin Ave 
Madison, WI 53705

Shere -
Ling Kraus Yao & Rose Tu

rnley 

provid
ed warm greet

ings for
 new students.

Helen Findley greeted picnic guests in style!

Martha Olsen and Bob Nolan provided easy 

conversation with a new student.

Milton Ford enjoyed a fun photo op with 
some new friends.

Dawn Dorning jumped right i
n to 

welcome students to M
adison.

Sherry Caves helped a young visitor feel 
right at home.Mary Malischke offered insight into Madison 

events and opportunities.

http://www.MFISmadison.com


Spring Brings Change  
to MFIS

MFIS is fortunate to have a very 
dedicated group of people who 
are willing to serve as our Board 
Members.  The MFIS Board re-
cently sought applications for 
open positions. Applicants have 
been identified, vetted, and will 
be voted on by the Board at the 
April 14 Board meeting.

Please watch for the full list of 
MFIS Board members in your 
next newsletter.

HELP!

Are you organized? Looking 
to volunteer a little bit of time 
monthly?  Our English classes 
program is desperately in need 
of a new coordinator.

We have folks to help you get 
started: it’s really just about 
scheduling students to meet 
with their volunteer teachers. 
Perhaps you and a friend would 
like to take it on together?

For more information please call: 
MFIS Office (608) 263-4010 

info@mfismadison.org

Fond Farewell & Thank You

Daryl Sherman
Daryl Sherman became involved 
in MFIS 20+ years ago, begin-
ning with a Thanksgiving Day din-
ner to which he and his partner, 
Kathryn, invited two international  
students: Edison and Anna (Daryl 
still remembers their names!). Daryl 
has been active on the MFIS board 
for six years, serving as president 
for the past two. “Of course, get-
ting to know the students is the 
best thing,” commented Daryl, “I 
have always enjoyed working with 
international students.”

Martha Olsen
Martha Olsen has served the MFIS 
board well for the past 5 years, 
along with her husband, Bob Nolan.  
Martha & Bob have always had a 
passion for helping and working 
with international students for 
years, and got involved with MFIS 
shortly after moving to Madison in 
2009. “We love working with in-
ternational students,” said Martha 
recently. “I always learn so much 
from them. I appreciate hearing 
their perspective on the world.”

MFIS bids a fond farewell to two of our dedicated, long-term board mem-
bers this year. While we are extremely sad to lose their insight and 
guidance on the Board, we wish them the very best in new endeavors!

Lookin’ Good! 
If you haven’t been on the MFIS website lately, you’re in 
for a really nice surprise.  We’ve spent the winter upgrad-
ing our look and working hard to put everything you want 
and need right at your fingertips.

MFIS online visitors will enjoy easier navigation, beautiful 
photographs, and ready access to all of our events.  Jump 
online now to check out our new look, volunteer for an  
upcoming event, or read up on the latest MFIS happen-
ings!

www.MFISmadison.com Look for us on Facebook!

http://www.MFISmadison.com

