
From LCRC              

Great Things are Happening at LCRC!
Friends, 
 Things have been so busy around here that we just couldn’t wait until 
an end-of-year Gratitude Report to fill you in! Though we are all seeing tough 
economic times continue across the country, we have much to be thankful for 
here at LCRC. Since our last report, we have been blessed with a successful 
matching campaign and annual Triathlon event that brought in over $164,000!  

 Another tremendous thank you is due to our local faith-based 
supporters. When we found ourselves in need of a new forklift, the good folks 
at Louisa United Methodist Church graciously donated the funds to secure a 
matching grant to purchase a new machine. Let me tell you—to say our 
warehouse guys were relieved is an understatement!

 We are excited to share this good news with the very people that make 
this happen. Because of your generosity, we are confident we will be able to 
weather the storm and continue providing our essential services to those in 
need here in Louisa County. Yet as we move into fall, we know that our most 
vulnerable will continue to struggle with the many challenges that will come 
their way… and we still need your help.

 Today, many Covid support programs across the spectrum of local, state, 
and federal governments are ending. Two that affect our clients at LCRC are the 
USDA free lunch program in the schools and the renter assistance program. 
I have been working with schools, and we will step up our efforts as required. 
The renter assistance program will likely mean evictions to some in Louisa 
County. In all cases, LCRC will be there to help.

 Despite the good news about our fundraising campaign and generous 
matching gift for our forklift, in many ways things are getting worse for our 
community. Inflation is crushing our most vulnerable families as it reaches 
a 40-year high, and the ramifications of it affect most every aspect of life for 
those with very limited resources. With your help, we pledge to continue to 
do everything in our power to help our neighbors in need.

With thanks,
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Top photo: Members of Louisa United Methodist Church present their matching 
gift for our much-needed forklift.
Other photos: LCRC Annual Triathalon participants and "action" shots!
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Technology can transform lives in 
more ways than you think!
LCRC had the pleasure in March of hosting a group
of Cisco associates who flew in from all over the 
Northeast to visit Lake Anna for a company retreat.

Cisco is one of the world’s largest information 
technology companies, boasting $50 billion in 
revenue in 2021. “Cisco, founded in 1985, invented 
the internet router which allows remote computers 
to communicate,” said Product Sales Specialist Jay 
McKibbin. What our folks at LCRC found that sets 
Cisco apart is not its impressive global financial success, but the heart of the company and its staff.

“Paramount to Cisco’s mission is its passionate support for its employees and communities. Employees are 
paid for up 40 hours per year to donate their time to charitable efforts that improve the lives of others," 
McKibbin said. "When a Cisco partner, Highpoint, scheduled an event at the Toyota 400 race at Richmond 
Raceway, Lake Anna provided a rental house big enough to hold our team.” And in the spirit of Cisco’s 
community outreach, McKibbin did an internet search for local charities and stumbled upon LCRC.

The team of 10 that visited LCRC stopped at Food Lion on the way to volunteer and loaded up several carts 
of groceries—totaling over 700 pounds of food—before spending the day working in the warehouse.  
“Louisa County Resource Center was much larger than I expected and larger than what I’ve seen in other 
counties. I appreciated the holistic approach to community needs that included clothing, dentistry, and part-
nerships with other charitable organizations.” McKibbin said.

“The Cisco team finding us was complete serendipity and a true blessing, “said Executive Director Lloyd 
Runnett. LCRC is thankful to have had the opportunity to host these technology professionals in their 
meaningful quest to make an impact on our community while they were in town."   
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Introducing Our Newest Program!
Stemming from the data collected from existing clients, local business owners, and the 
Louisa County Survey of Food Insecurity and Unmet Needs, LCRC recently decided to 
tackle the need for safe, reliable transportation in our rural county. This effort dovetails 
perfectly with our mission to be a conduit for essential needs and services beyond food 
and clothing that exist for our neighbors with extremely limited financial resources.

The resulting Wheels for Work, which kicked off on September 1, assists those in need of 
emergency automobile repair to continue the activities that meet their essential needs—getting 
to work, medical appointments, picking up groceries, getting to pharmacies, etc. Wheels for Work (WFW) 
will provide vouchers to approved applicants and assist in setting up low-cost repairs with our program partners. 

This program will enable applicants to stay on the road to the places they need to go. Our aim is not only to 
immediately assist them, but also to pave the path to long-term stability for these individuals. In addition to making 
that stability accessible for these applicants and their families, WFW hopes to assist local business owners with the staff-
ing shortages that are affecting our community. WFW will provide the immediate help these applicants need, but with 
the longer-term goal of helping the recovery of our community as a whole during these difficult economic times.

Wheels
For 
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LCRC is excited to team up with the folks at VFW Post 8947 
to combat hunger in the community? 

LCRC is proud to announce we are teaming up with 
VFW Post 8947 and Humana to combat hunger for 
veterans, their families, and all residents of Louisa 
County struggling with food insecurity in the "Uniting 
to Combat Hunger" campaign.  

With this partnership, VFW and LCRC will be joining 
forces to specifically market available food programs to 
veterans, active duty, or those who have served who are 
having difficulty putting food on the table. Our project 
is designed to ensure that there is funding to continue 
serving the military personnel, past and present, who 
are already clients of LCRC's food programs, with the 
main goal of our partnership being outreach. Through 
this initiative, we will target former and current mili-
tary families who may not know they qualify for these 
programs and assist them in fighting food insecurity. 

Do you know of a veteran or military family in need of 
our services? Refer them today! Want to help support 
these efforts? Visit us at louisaresource.org to give!

Uniting to
Combat Hunger

 

FAST FACTS
✪ Food insecurity affects up to 1 in 4 Iraq and 
 Afghanistan veterans

✪	 25% of active duty and reserve families have 
 to rely on food banks to feed their families

✪	 14% of enlisted, active duty households reported  
 facing difficulty putting food on the table last year. 

A

 Volunteer's

 Experience

      I recently began volunteering with LCRC 
because I had the opportunity to see the tremen-
dous impact their programs have. I'm a teacher 
and had a special needs student who was missing 
a lot of school because he was constantly in pain. 
When he told us his mouth was hurting, we had 
the school nurse come in to assess what was 
ailing him. She took one look and saw that he 
had a severe infection in his mouth, even the 
outside of his face was swollen. 

This student had no resources and no insurance, 
so we reached out to Lloyd and Cathy and they 
got him in for treatment the very next day. After 
several appointments, he was able to return to 
school. This is one of the most truly impactful 
things that I have had the opportunity to witness. 
The speed of the turnaround was incredible: the 
speed of getting help, the speed of relief for this 
young man.

Cathy helped this young man with the dental 
paperwork and assisted the entire family in 
signing up for other essential services they were 
in desperate need of. This young man and his 
family ended up getting Medicaid, food stamps, 
signed up for grocery programs at LCRC, and got 
referred to and received services from all over the 
community, all stemming from this meeting with 
LCRC. In my program, we don’t see a lot of 
shining moments, and this was truly one of my 
most heartwarming experiences. 

I am so thankful for Lloyd, Cathy, and the LCRC.  
Whether it is shoes, clothes, food, or dental 
services, the LCRC gets kids and their families 
anything they need. Seeing this all play out 
inspired me to spend my summer volunteering.

"

"

Photo above: Officers of VFW Post 8947 present their foundational 
gift to LCRC for the Uniting to Combat Hunger partnership.



OUR PROGRAMS
Community Cupboard

Children’s Feeding Program
60-Plus Food • Emergency Food Pantry
Caring Connections • Community Closet

Information & Referral Services
Grocery Assistance Program
Dental Assistance Program

Wheels for Work

Please visit louisaresource.org or scan 
the QR code to support our efforts in 

providing life-sustaining services 
to our Louisa County neighbors!

LCRC  •  540-967-1510

I f you’ve been to the Community Closet, you’ve seen this wonderful 
lady running the show. Wendy Morris started out as a volunteer and then 
joined our staff as a front-end manager. First she worked with Office 
Manager Cathy Portner, assisting with food programs and clients. When 
the Community Closet began as a small project located in the back of the 
main building, Wendy eagerly began assisting with the Closet in addition 
to her duties up front.  

As the Community Closet flourished and outgrew that space, it moved 
to the newly constructed Milton Wrenn Building and Wendy moved 
right along with it. (She's pictured at the dedication of the building.) 
When the Closet had to be put on pause early in the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Wendy rejoined Cathy to assist with the drive-thru grocery pick-up that 
had increased due to heightened need for our food programs. 

Once things began to settle down on the food side of LCRC, the 
Community Closet was back in action, and these days Wendy stays busy 
with donations flooding in daily along with dozens of shoppers. The hours 
have even been expanded, due in no small measure to her commitment 
to her neighbors in need.

“I worked at MAACA (Monticello Area Community Action Agency) 
for over 30 years doing community outreach, so it’s kind of the same role. 
A lot of the customers who come in to the Community Closet are people 
from my days at MAACA. They know me, and that’s my favorite part 
[of working at LCRC]: the people.  I’m a people person.”

As one of her regulars reported, “She remembers you and remembers 
things you were looking for the last time you were in. She directs 
me to items she knows my family needs that have come in since my last 
visit. Wendy works with you, and lets you know when there is extra 
produce at the Farmer’s Market. She does what she can to help everyone 
in every way she can.” Another customer said, “She’s kind, she’s polite, 
and she’s just jovial every time you come in.”

Thank you, Wendy, for everything you do to help our clients 
receive the essential resources they need!

Wendy Morris
Wendy Morris

Years 
with 
LCRC: 
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