
From LCRC              

Help Us Raise the Roof! 
  To maintain safety protocols, on March 1, 2020, LCRC changed food distribution 
to an outdoor, drive-through model. Clients park, register at the Client Service window, 
wait for a volunteer to push out a food cart, and then load groceries into their vehicles. 
This works perfectly…except on many days when Mother Nature’s unpredictable
 temperatures and precipitation make things difficult.
 In a few days we will begin construction of an outdoor shelter to upgrade LCRC’s 
facility and food distribution method. This permanent canopy will provide covered 
parking, protect people from the elements, and shelter food in our outdoor Free 
Farmers Market (see p. 2).
 The goal of this year’s fundraiser is to pay for this project without incurring debt. 
We can do that with your help and with pledges from Spring Creek Development and 
Spring Creek Golf Club (see p. 4). These two organizations have graciously agreed to 
contribute $25,000 each — $50,000! — once we raise $50,000 on our own.
 On June 26, the family of Board Chair Earl Mielke will again host the annual Lake 
Anna Sprint Triathlon. Because many past participants cannot attend due to international 
travel restrictions, this year’s event will include games that require no athleticism but will 
(figuratively) “raise the roof” in the Mielke’s neighborhood while raising funds for the 
shelter at LCRC. We are grateful to Scott and Sara Mielke Harbert who created this 
fundraiser 10 years ago and who continue to generously support our organization.
 Gifts from all sources received between now and July 1 will be used to reach the 
$50,000 goal required to get Spring Creek’s $50,000 matching gift. We are grateful 
to them and thank you in advance for helping make this critical addition to our Client 
Services area a reality.
Top Photo:  Jeff Richardson, Client Service Manager, puts excess food outside so clients 
can take what they need. The permanent shelter will protect the Free Farmers Market from 
the elements.
Bottom Photo:  A client loads groceries into her vehicle on a day with good weather.

Our New Website
After introducing our new logo in the last newsletter, 
we are excited to introduce our new website in this one! 

The site was redesigned to better explain what LCRC 
does and to provide convenient, secure ways to donate. 
Since most of our clients have access to a mobile device 
but not a home computer, we made it easy to browse by 
phone to find how and where to access food and other 
critical services.

Please visit any time! Go to louisaresource.org
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A Message from Lloyd

Growing up with an older brother and sister, 
Beach Boys songs are among my earliest memories. 
“Good Vibrations” became popular when I was just 
knee high to a grasshopper…a long time ago.

The terms “good vibes” and “good vibrations” 
coined back in the ‘60’s are still popular. Sometimes 
I try to figure out why some people do good things 
and generate good feelings while others don’t. 
Is generosity wired into our brains or is it learned 
behavior? I have no answer, but I do know that 
what matters are the results of peoples’ actions.

At LCRC, especially since the beginning of the 
pandemic, your generosity has produced good vibes at every turn. Gifts of time, money, clothes, 
professional skills, acts of compassion…all result in positive energy that grows. 

To fulfill our mission of providing food and other life-sustaining services to Louisa County residents who 
need help, it takes hundreds of people like you who share your blessings and abundance.

Everything that LCRC accomplishes is because of your generosity. Your gifts help us feed the hungry, 
keep our Community Closet stocked, fund emergency dental care for those in pain, and lift the spirits 
of our staff and board. You are creating good energy where it is needed most. 

When it comes to good vibrations, what you give off tends to be what you get in return. So, as you 
continue to make our organization a source of positive support for thousands of neighbors, may that 
goodness be returned to you many times over. Thank you. 

                                                                                                      Lloyd Runnett, Executive Director

Our Free Farmers Market is a great place to 
share any abundance from your garden. The 
Market keeps boxes of excess donated food 
available for anyone who needs a little extra to 
feed their families. We look forward to “raising 
the roof ” that will protect the food boxes that 
are currently exposed to the weather.

If you plant an extra row this year and find 
yourself  overrun with zucchini, corn, and 
tomatoes, thanks for bringing them to our Free 
Farmers Market to share with your neighbors. 
We promise nothing will go to waste! 

Good VibrationsGood Vibrations

Lloyd

LCRC
Free

Farmers
Market



Children’s Emergency Feeding
Program
During summer months when school is not in session, it takes 
a lot of coordination to ensure Louisa County children at risk 
of hunger have 
enough to eat. 
Volunteers  Coral
Losinski (left) and 
Wanda Vancampen 
faithfully show up 
every week to fill back-
packs and boxes with 
kid-friendly food. 

Community Closet
 The amount of donated goods received, displayed, and sold since the 
Community Closet reopened in March and the proceeds used to purchase 
stock for our food programs indicate success in terms of numbers. 
 But stories from Wendy Morris, Community Closet Manager, tell you 
even more. “The last year has really been tough on folks in our area and we’ve 
helped a lot of them. Last week a woman needed clothes for her four children. 
She told me, ‘My money may be gone but kids still need clothes and food.’ A 
young girl—maybe 20 years old—caught a ride here. She is actually homeless. 
Her mother moved away which left her with no place to live. She can’t get a 
job because she has no transportation and is bouncing from place to place to 
have somewhere to sleep.”
 Wendy continues, “I’m seeing a lot of single mothers who left home 
and took their children to get away from abuse of some sort. When folks get 
desperate, a lot happens in a family. We don’t ask questions; we just do what 
we can to find what they need. Cost is never a barrier because it’s not about us 
making money. It’s about helping people.”
 Another service we recently provided was no-cost items for graduation 
events to Louisa County High School seniors in need of clothing.
 Along with new and gently-used clothes, furniture, and household items, 
the Community Closet partners with Louisa Lions in a program to loan out 
durable medical equipment like walkers, wheelchairs, and shower chairs. 
 Sorting through the flood of donated items is hard work for Wendy and 
her volunteers. “But it’s worth it to us,” she says. “When someone feels a little 
better because of what they got here, it’s a good day for us.”

Thanks to you

We Fill Closets, Backpacks, Pantries...and Hearts

Gloria Winn is available nearly 
every day to volunteer in the 
Community Closet.

With a sea of donations around her, 
Wendy Morris and volunteer William 
Stewart sort and display each item. 

You Make it Happen
“I’m 63 and never thought about asking 
someone else for help to get by. But my job
stopped 15 months ago when folks started 
getting laid off because of the virus and 
they don’t plan to hire me back. Where 
does a woman my age find work? Believe 
me, I’ve been looking and calling and feel 
good for nothing. You all gave me the help 
I need with groceries that I stretch to last 
almost the whole month for me and my 
granddaughter. There are no grocery stores 
near us and picking up at LCRC is a lot 
easier. Whoever makes this happen needs 
to know this is a godsend for me.”   —Laura



A Year During the Pandemic at LCRC

OUR NUMBERS BETWEEN MARCH 2020 AND MARCH 2021

34.7%
Increase in 

food distribution

2.8 million
Pounds of food 

distributed through 
our programs

13,200
Hours provided 

by our volunteers

Spring Creek Development and Spring Creek Golf Club have 
pledged $25,000 each (a total of $50,000) to “raise the roof” that 
will cover our Customer Service area, IF we raise $50,000 during 
our annual fundraiser.

From now until July 1, your gifts count toward the $50,000 
required to get Spring Creek’s $50,000 matching gift. With their 
help and yours, we can improve LCRC’s food distribution by 
sheltering clients, staff, volunteers, and food from the weather. 

Thank you for helping with a check (address below) or online contribution (louisaresource.org). 

DON’T MISS THIS 
OPPORTUNITY! 

Just a reminder...
Our “Raise the Roof” Challenge is Happening NOW!
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