Education & Outreach
Events

What You Can do
 Attend FRF information sessions and outreach

events.

N at i v e G r a s s l a n d
A ss es sm ent Trai n in g
Native Grasslands are healthy when the key
functions of production, soil stability,
capturing and releasing water, nutrient
cycling and functional diversity of native
plants, are performing well. Measuring the
status of these key functions is the foundation
of monitoring rangeland health. FRF offers
annual field-based training on using Alberta’s
Range Plant Community Guides and Range
Health Assessment Manuals. These tools are
designed to classify and assess grassland plant
communities and are critical for planning
developments and restoration of native
grassland. Designed for students, ecologists,
land owners, regulators, planners and
reclamation practitioners.

FRF Annual Fall
Information Session
A variety of stakeholders gather for one day
to listen to presentations on grassland
conservation and restoration. The open mike
session fosters a collaborative environment
for the exchange of current information and
new ideas through short updates on emerging
issues, current projects, restoration efforts
and techniques for restoring native grassland
habitats.

 Express your concerns about ongoing sale and

cultivation of public native grasslands.
 Express your concern about increasing industrial

and recreational footprint on native grasslands.
 Request comprehensive reclamation regulations for

all types of industries on native grasslands.
 Browse the FRF information portal to learn more

about native grasslands.

What is t he
Foot hills
Restoration
Forum?

 Support FRF’s efforts to conserve and restore native

grasslands. Click on the “Donate Now” button on
the FRF website.

Wa n t t o L e a r n M o r e ?
www.foothillsrestorationforum.ca

www.facebook.com/pages/FoothillsRestoration-Forum/
FOOTHILLS RESTORATION
FORUM CONTACTS

Jane Lancaster
Coordinator

Donna Watt
Executive Director

 (403) 850-5854

 (403) 563-8925

info.frf.ab@gmail.com

The Foothills Restoration Forum
(FRF) promotes the conservation
and restoration of native grasslands
in Alberta through education,
outreach and research to improve
reclamation practice and foster
stewardship.
The FRF began in 2006 as a
collaboration between members of
provincial agencies, the ranching
community, conservation
organizations, industry, plant
ecologists and reclamation
practitioners.

Where Do We Work?
The focus of the FRF is Alberta’s Grassland Natural
Region and grasslands of the neighbouring Parkland
and Montane Natural Subregions.

D e c l i n i n g N at i v e G r a s s l a n d
Native grasslands are one of the most developed and
threatened landscapes in Canada. Industrial, urban and
recreational development, intensification of agriculture
and non-native species invasion are rapidly changing
prairie landscapes. Loss and fragmentation of this
ecosystem is reflected in the number of Endangered
and At Risk grassland species.
To reverse this trend, we need to improve management
of cumulative effects, reduce fragmentation, and
maintain native grassland integrity, including
connecting corridors for wildlife and other species.
Lastly, to reclaim disturbances with the goal of restoring
sustainable native grassland landscapes.

Information Transfer
& Research
F R F I n f o r m at i o n P o r ta l
The FRF website hosts a portal to facilitate information
transfer on conserving and restoring native grasslands.
 Recovery Strategies for Industrial Development
 FRF Research Prospectus
 Research and Technical Reports
 Guidelines & References
 Wind Energy Development: Issues and Guidance
 Canadian Native Plant Materials Exchange
 Video Links to Information Session Presentations

Why Are Native
Grasslands Important?
Grasslands are a rich landscape that provides
important ecosystem functions, such as cleansing
our air, storing and filtering our water, capturing
carbon and supplying sustainable grazing. Native
grasslands, from flat, dry prairie to montane
meadows, provide a diversity of habitats that
support a suite of wildlife from sage grouse to
grizzly bears. Alberta’s native grasslands provide
environmental, economic and social benefits to
the residents of Alberta and
beyond. Conservation of intact
native grassland landscapes and
successful restoration practices are
critical to maintaining habitat,
biodiversity and ecosystem function
in a multiple use landscape.

R e s t o r at i o n C h a l l e n g e s

G r a s s l a n d R e c o v e r y S t r at e g i e s

 Our ability to restore native grassland plant

These guidance documents are designed for industry,
to improve reclamation outcomes on native grassland
ecosystems with the goal of restoration after industrial
disturbance. Guidance is based on long-term
monitoring, literature review, peer review and
stakeholder workshops.

communities is uncertain, especially in moister
environments like fescue grasslands.
 Recovery can take decades and require on-going

adaptive management.
 Establishment and spread of invasive species are a

significant threat to native grasslands habitats.
 Reclamation requirements vary widely among

industries operating on grasslands.

Technical Advisory Committee
The FRF Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) is a
diverse group of prairie stakeholders that provide
support and expertise for FRF initiatives.

