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PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 
Dear Owners

I would like to take the time to 
thank Dania Trasobares-Llopiz for 
her time on the Board as Treasurer 
since for personal reasons she has 
resigned from her position. Her 
work with Mercy Alvarez, our 
Property Manager, to re-vamp 
the accounting department with 
the hiring of our bookkeeper Luz 
Arias as well as our new accountant Gary Cohen and Associates, both of 
whom are very experienced with our TOPS accounting system, has resulted 
in the accounting department functioning in the most efficient manner that 
I have seen since 2015. I also wish to recognize her efforts to reconcile 
our TOPS accounting system. All the financial transactions related to the 
building remediation project were internally audited and are now properly 
entered and accounted for in preparation for our Annual Audit. The Board 
will be making announcements for replacing this position, but in the 
meantime our finances are in good order and 2022 budget planning will 
begin very soon.

We are moving full steam ahead with our pool and pool deck rebuild 
and as reported at the last board meeting, the pool box forming is well 
under way with an expected concrete pour in late October. The concrete 
topping layer from our old pool deck has been fully removed and we are 
now planning technical and code compliant details including drainage 
placement, appropriate sloping requirements, railing, wind breaks, lighting 
and elevation implications while the base conditions are fully exposed and 
surveyed.

As discussed at the last Board meeting a new methodology was outlined 
in regard to the installation of the porcelain tile for the pool deck. Our new 
pool deck design is inspired as a completely flat plane from edge to edge for 
a modern look and with an evenly spaced tile grid. Traditionally pool decks 
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President’s Message (from page 1)

have a waterproofing layer, next a concrete topping 
layer is applied and then finally the tiles are affixed with 
mortar and with grout between them. In order to ensure 
proper drainage, there needs to be sloping for water to 
travel to drains which results in cutting tiles at angles 
to accommodate the slope to the drains. This sloping 
defeats the proposed look of the Landscape Architect’s 
plan.

Alternatively, for the Burleigh House, we have validated 
the feasibility of using of a raised tile system where tiles 
sit on pedestals that allow for a perfectly flat surface. 
With this system, waterproofing is applied to the deck 
surface, next PVC plastic pedestals are installed that will 
support trays to hold tiles. The pedestals are designed like 
a screw jack for adjusting the height to keep the top tile 
surface flat. On top of the pedestals are locked trays that 
will hold our ¾ inch porcelain tiles 
and this entire system will comply 
with the wind up-lift requirements 
for Miami Dade County. 
Advantages of this system are 
many, including having all sloping 
and drains below the pedestals 
where it is not visible. Tiles are 
easily removable for maintenance, 
whether replacing a broken tile or 
maintaining the drains underneath. 
We will not need mortar or grout, 
as water will flow in between the 
tiles to the waterproofed surface 
and drains below, which minimizes 
future pool deck maintenance. We 
will also not need to replace our old 
topping layer of concrete, therefore 
lightening the entire deck structure.

Two Locations to Better Serve You:
9456 Harding Avenue, Surfside, FL

Phone (305)866-2626  Fax (305)866-2204
4011 W. Flagler St. Ste. 506, Coral Gables, FL

Phone (305)643-1444  Fax (305)643-0447

One Dollar Emergency Dental Visit
Including Necessary X-Rays

NEW PATIENTS ONLY.

Meet Your Neighborhood Dentist
DR. EDY A. GUERRA

Over 20 years in Surfside, Bay / Bal Harbour
www.DentistSurfside.com

We have interviewed and evaluated several pedestal and 
tile manufacturers as well as specialized installers and 
have developed a cooperative team of selected vendors 
that also includes Sika, our waterproofing supplier, 
our contractor GC and our pool Engineer Maestre, all 
working together to provide testing requirements in 
order to get final approval for this system from the city 
of Miami Beach.

Other pool deck activities underway includes ordering 
our new railing, trellises, tiles and other finishing deck 
materials. Nationwide, construction supplies are very 
low and with high demand, lead times for ordering is 
very long, so we are pushing the process along as fast 
as possible with all these constraints.

Retired nurse looking for part time 
work caring for elderly patients. Has 
own car for help with transportation 
to and from doctor’s appointments, 

shopping and errands.

786-486-9022
Excellent References

Resume Available on Request

http://www.stellaradjusting.com
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WINDOW CORNER
Mother nature has been kind to us. We had several weeks 
of rain that delayed our balcony waterproofing processes 
but following that, we have had a few weeks of very good 
weather. We are still in hurricane season, that officially ends 
November 30. The construction processes for repairing 
our exterior walls have been modified such that we chip 
open loose and degraded stucco, immediately repair any 
rusted rebar, apply new stucco with corrosion inhibitors 
and seal it up. It takes a little longer to do it this way, but 
we are making sure rainwater penetration is halted!!!!!

We’ve reached a milestone  The East Residential 
Tower will be completed in September. It’s been a very 
long time but our diligence and attention to every finding 
has sealed us up well. All findings for potential weak spots 
in the building are researched, solved and then solutions 
are applied to every other similar part of the building. 

What’s next for the East is the 3rd floor pool and pool 
deck areas. Areas adjacent to the building walls are now 
being examined and repaired. These areas are where 
the restrooms are located on the North side and the area 
adjacent to the party room on the South side of the pool 
deck. All will be repaired, painted, modified for better 
lighting and new doors will be installed. 

Work on the North is progressing nicely. Line 05 balconies 
are completed except for final floor waterproofing. Tower 
walls stucco on lines 1, 3 and 5 are getting repaired. 
Balcony railings on lines 3 and 34 are getting their fresh 
coat of paint. Windows on line 36 will be completely 
installed within 2 weeks. Yes, it’s a long process but we’re 
moving forward!

The West side of the building is our front, including main 
building access, stores and our courtyard. Needless to 
say, planning overhead protection is challenging. Safety, 
accessibility and efficiency for speed of repairs and 
window installations are the major planning components. 
We hope to get city approval for protection plans very 
soon so that we can start installing scaffolding and then 
get the job done as fast as we can.

On our second floor, there are building joints both inside 
the garage and in the parking areas. Over the years, 
these joints have been repaired to stop leakage into the 
1st floor garage in particular, into the structural columns. 
The old materials are degraded but starting this week, 

the joints will be cleaned out, new expansion material 
will be applied, and we will then cover these joints with 
appropriate metal pieces to protect and extend the life 
of these repairs. This also will prevent future water 
penetration into our structural columns.

Oh yes, the front entrance door! We have been working 
with the city for one year to get a permit to replace the 
door. Code has changed and we are required to have 
a larger overhang over the front door. All design was 
approved for acquiring a permit but we have had city 
administrative complications with types of forms, digital 
signatures that are not accepted into the city software 
system and a myriad of other details. We hope to get the 
permit issued within the next few days, at which time a 
new door will immediately be ordered. It may take 6 – 8 
weeks to receive the door but we will be ready to install 
it as soon as it comes.

We’re making good progress on our rooftop door 
replacement. For anyone who has not seen our rooftop 
mechanical room, it is awesome to look at the massive 
equipment that runs the building. The doors to access the 
mechanical room were never replaced but we’re doing 
it now. What was happening is that rainwater would 
get into the mechanical rooms through the loose doors, 
flood them and sometimes leak right down into areas at 
the penthouse level. Out of 6 doors, we have replaced 
3, a 4th one is almost done and 2 remain. Additionally, 
waterproofing is being done in those rooms to prevent 
further downward leakage.

We continue to work in as many simultaneous areas 
as possible. It’s been said that workers are all over 
and don’t complete areas. The reason for that is 
planning the appropriate structural supports during 
the work, waiting for engineer inspections for each 
process, waiting for appropriate concrete drying time, 
sequencing work based on weather plus sequencing 
work areas so that work continues and we minimize 
“down time”.

We’re getting there! It is a long and tedious process in 
a building as large as ours. But we continue to drive 
forward to reach the goal of having our Star of 71st street 
polished and shining!         

Elaine Litwin
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EST. 1980

Jeff Diamond & Anthony Lasorsa REMODELING • INSTALLATIONSREMODELING • INSTALLATIONS
•	 Kitchen / Bathroom
•	 New & Resurfaced Cabinets
•	 Cabinets / Vanities
•	 Custom Baseboards / Crown Moldings
•	 Granite / Marble / Quartz Counter Tops
•	 All Types of Tiles & Marble Installed

PAINTING & SERVICES UNLIMITEDPAINTING & SERVICES UNLIMITED

“Your Experienced “Your Experienced 
Handyman”Handyman”

•	Design & Management 
Services

•	No Job Too Small  
•	Free Estimates
•	Service & Quality at 

Reasonable Prices
•	Commercial & Residential
•	Habla Español

15% 
Off

any 

remodeling

job!

10% 
OFF
Any 

Service
Valid With Coupon.  

Not To Be Combined 
With Other Offers. 
Exp 10/31/2021

Kitchen      Bathroom Remodeling& Satisfaction and Quality Guaranteed

We are committed to the fulfillment of  your home improvement needs with an 
eye towards increasing the value of  your real estate asset. Whether you are 
remodeling a kitchen, bathroom, complete residence or room addition; we are 
the Remodeling Experts, family owned for 40 years.

specializing  specializing  
in condo & in condo & 
apartment interiorsapartment interiors

305-865-9005

DIAMOND     REMODELERS

Painting & Services Unlimited Lic. CC94BS00437 
Lasora Enterprises, Inc CGC031497 Licensed & Insured General Contractor

www.diamondremodelers.com

•	 Painting, Condo, House, Apt. Roof Painting
•	 Popcorn Ceiling Removal
•	 Smooth Ceilings
•	 Framing, Drywall & Finishes

•	 Full Service Contractors
•	 Plumbing & Electrical Service
•	 Doors / Windows
•	 Mirror Installation

Ful l  Ser v ice  Contractor s

jeff@diamondremodelers.com

Receive a 15% discount on any remodeling job!

Receive a 15% discount on any remodeling job!

http://www.bergerwindows.com
mailto:sales%40bergerwindows.com?subject=

