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STATE OF THE VILLAGE 
BY MAYOR CUBILLOS 

Dear El Portal Neighbors: 

A year ago, at the 2018 State of the Village, I pledged my unwavering dedication 
to the Village of El Portal, and I’m honoring that promise with results, and guar-
anteeing another fruitful year characterized by action, effort, and heart. I have 
dedicated myself to the greater good of our beautiful village, that will always need 
and deserve more from each of us. More leadership; More participation; More 
community connected-ness; and more bold moves that continue to put us on the 
map in Miami-Date County!

Bottom line up front: A untouchable resiliency that will shine brightly on our 
children and future generations who will live - work- learn and play right here 
… if we build right; think smart, plan and progress – together!

Mayor of El Portal’s First Top-Cop Award 
OFFICER VICTOR RIVERON

Village of El Portal Police Department 
2018-2019 Officer of the Year

Your determination, drive, dedication, and commitment to excellence in 
law enforcement and to the citizens of El Portal, FL all year are very much 
appreciated, recognized and saluted on this day, Tuesday, August 27th. 
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Mayor (cont. from  page 1)

But, let’s never lose sight of how far we have come or what 
we have already accomplished - we have come a long way-- 
the State of our Village is strong!

El Portal Police Officers, Village Administration, Village 
Council, and Residents - I thank each of you for being a part 
of who we are today, celebrate how far we have come, and 
create hope for tomorrow; because each one of you have 
helped shape our village and we need to celebrate that. 

We welcome Lieutenant Alejandro Mendez and, to Sergeant 
Sharpe - congratulations on your promotion! A special wel-
come and thank you goes to our new Chief of Police, Chief 
David Magnusson who in his first 100-days has made major 
strides in elevating our police department to new heights. 
We are better protected today by a more robust and reorga-
nized department with more manpower and added invest-
ments. Our police officers are armed with more special-
ized-training, and in recent months this has resulted in the 
arrest of an armed -loiterer, a burglar, and a robbery case 
has been solved. We also now have a focused plan to stop 
speeding motorists. Policies are updated. Mutual-aid agree-
ments are revised. And, we are involved in ongoing oper-

ations with neighboring law enforcement agencies--one in 
particular that will donate two police vehicles to our Village 
next month - thank you City of Homestead for answering the 
call for support!
 
We also thank our Citizen Crime Watch Program. It is now 
equipped with access to new training opportunities and our 
block-captains have been integrated into our Village emer-
gency response team, so we may more efficiently and ef-
fectively disseminate key information to residents, when 
needed. 

Police Chief Magnusson will tell you--as he has told me -- 
these efforts, these initiatives, and these investments are all 
part of an ongoing process. We must be prepared for incom-
ing threats. That is why we met with U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security’s advisers and support staff weeks ago-- 
who offered their expertise in Village structural and cyber 
security. We want to send the message-- that El Portal is not 
a community to commit a crime in, because criminals will 
be caught!

 
In fact, the Miami-Dade County League of Cities (MDCLC) 
will host a Best Practices Conference in October 2019 that 
Village staff, Council Members and law enforcement mem-
bers are encouraged to attend. We will learn more about 
Cyber-Security, the 2020 Census, Youth-Civic engagement 
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Mayor (cont. from  page 2)

and other hot but-
ton topics. It is an 
opportunity that 
I bring to you not 
only as your May-
or, but as the cur-
rent President of 
the Miami-Dade 
County League of 
Cities (MDCLC). 
My MDCLC Pres-
idency, has grant-
ed me the honor to appoint some of our El Portal Coun-
cilmembers to sit on Miami-Dade County-wide boards, 
giving El Portal a seat at the table on county-wide discus-
sions on issues that may impact us. As such, Councilperson 
Vimari Roman was appointed to the ‘Neat Streets Miami 
Board,’ and Councilperson Anders Urbom was appointed 
to serve on the ‘Long-Range Transportation Planning Com-
mittee’ – congratulations to the both of you!!

I also had the opportunity to select an elementary school for 
added emphasis, and I selected Phyllis Ruth Miller Elemen-
tary School, an elementary school that many of our Village 
children attend, as this year’s League recipient of more than 
700 donated backpacks filled with school supplies and lunch 
boxes. 

The Presidency of the Miami-Dade League of Cities is an 
honorable position I have held since May 4th that has in 
turn given our small community a big megaphone in Mi-
ami-Dade County and Tallahassee. 
 
So you know, no issue is too small… and no goal is too 
large, and we have heard your concerns, you want to pro-
tect El Portal’s Village-Character. So, I proposed to the Vil-
lage Council that Plusurbia, our planning and design con-
tractor, create our very own: Village Architectural Pattern 
Book, a guide that paints a picture of a community we want 

to preserve. We are also updating our fencing-regulation 
codes. We just achieved Bronze designation in the National 
Solsmart (Solar) Program making it faster- easier- and more 
affordable for homes and businesses to get and go solar. As 
part of these efforts-- the Village Council passed waiving 
permitting fees for the installation of Solar Systems in single 
family homes for the next twelve months.

El Portal is now part of Resilient305, a regional strategy that 
focuses on the region’s major economic, environmental and 
social challenges, it has strengthened our relationships with 
adjoining municipalities who believe in the power of a col-
laboration. 

For example, our hurricane preparedness program got a boost 
with better-informed neighborhood emergency volunteers 
through access to a Miami-Dade County training program. 
This strategy-driven collaboration has value to you today. 
Sign up! We are collaborating with partners and working to 
make a difference. We are doing a better job of safeguarding 
ourselves—our homes, our families and our businesses—
and our neighborhoods for future generations. We see the 
opportunity for betterment, and we want the Village of El 
Portal to serve as a model of “resiliency” county-wide. 
 
Also, congratulations to Horace Mann Middle School, which 
is now designated as a Health Sciences Medical Magnet 
School --- the only Middle School of its kind in Miami-Dade 
County!  And, we need to build on this and offer more inside 
and outside the classroom by creating more opportunity in 
education in respect to mentoring and civic-youth empow-
erment programs if we truly want to attain sustainability, 
because education is a strong building block for success, as 
is transportation. Which is why we are in the preliminary 
stages of collaborating with the City of Miami for our own 
Trolley that will give us access to regional transportation 
options like the Brightline Train Station. 

Continued on page 4
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As I mentioned during the July 2019 
Resiliency Town Hall, you have the 
opportunity to join our efforts in 
many ways. For example, please join 
El Portal Resident Kristen Mclean in 
her mission to better protect Miami’s 
Historic Little River. 

She’s spearheading our Little River 
Compact Initiative that joins our ef-
forts with that of neighboring com-
munities and agencies for greater 
effectiveness- because our Annual 
Little River Cleanups are simply not 
enough anymore!

I also mentioned at this town hall 
meeting my upcoming proposal to the 
Village Council, which is a Resolution 
to establish a Resiliency Task Force 
– to make sure we see the big-picture 
and are setting goals for the short and 
long-term. A more critical-eye on the 
future is necessary to take into ac-
count a need for better environmental 
protections, climate change, and post-
storm conditions. Just so you know, 
appointed Village residents will make 
up this task force, because the Village 

Leadership wants you to be front and 
center when we are faced with real chal-
lenges! We saw what a big storm can do 
when Hurricane Irma blew through our 
village – it can have a lasting and costly 
impact.

And to this point, the Village of El Por-
tal, alongside our consultants, diligently 
worked and we have successfully met 
and passed all FEMA requirements for 
reimbursement for Hurricane Irma. As 
such, FEMA as since obligated El Por-
tal’s Hurricane Irma reimbursement 
monies to the State of Florida. Upon 
receipt of these funds, the El Portal 
Council and administration’s first order 
of business is to pay and close out the 
Village Loan. 

Speaking of work and resiliency, the fu-
ture development projects have had our 
absolute focus. I, along with the Village 
administration, have been in constant 
contact with the various developers, to 
not only make sure that their proposed 
look, feel, and scale of the future de-
velopment is consistent with our Vil-
lage-vision, as defined in our Charette 
plan we drafted a few years ago, but 

Your El Portal Specialist And Resident For Over 15 Years.

The Keyes Company

Gigi Krop, CDPE CLA
Realtor - Associate

Direct 305.710.2538
gigikrop@gmail.com

www.gigiwithaheart.com

EL PORTAL MINI MANSION
144 Ne 88 St - New Construction!
Ultra Luxury - 3400Sq.ft. - 2 Story
4/3 With 2nd Floor Master Suite
Open Fl Plan- New Modern Pool

also to promote and move these eco-
nomic development projects forward. 
As such, and coming soon, the former-
ly called ’annexed area” in the south-
east section of our Village will be-
come ”The Kavista Residential Apart-
ments.” This development will create 
growth and inject funds into our com-
munity through a Development Agree-
ment – stay tuned for more on this and 
an upcoming town hall meeting. Also, 
we have regularly met with Full View 
Group -- as they work through with 
the hiring of their team and prelimi-
nary plans to develop the former Lit-
tle Farm Site. This future development 
will include a mixed-use town center. 
Finally, along NE 2nd Avenue, while 
El Portal supported ‘The Sanctuary’ 
project, the Miami-Dade County’s 
approval and permitting process took 
much longer than they or we could 
have ever expected. So, as a result, the 
owner and their investors have decided 
to place that property on the market for 
sale. This long-awaited development 
plays a critical role in the activation 
of our business corridor where we can 
soon expect a gorgeous yoga studio, 

Mayor (cont. from  page 3)

Continued on page 5
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and maybe even a new boutique ho-
tel! But with this unfortunate turn of 
events regarding the Sanctuary, our 
infrastructure continues to require our 
attention. Earlier this year I asked the 
Council to consider asking the admin-
istration to work with our engineers 
and conduct a comprehensive cost 
analysis into the Village’s infrastruc-
ture needs - where this road map will 
help set the way ahead for a 3, 5 and 
10-year Village plan.

From this cost analysis: it will take 
an estimated 24 million dollars to see 
out the entire septic to sewer conver-
sion for the Village- of which ‘phase 
1 on the west side’ will soon be un-
derway again, thanks to a very re-
cent Easement Agreement with the 
Miami-Dade County School Board 
that was necessary on the Horace 
Mann Middle School grounds in or-
der to place a ’lift station’ to make 
this conversion a reality! Also an es-
timated 5.2 million of that 24 million 
is needed for the NE 2nd Avenue – our 
future commercial corridor. We also 
have a cost-breakdown of every street 
in El Portal, as well as a cost analysis 
breakdown for pending storm water 
outfalls that still need to be complet-
ed. This type of data, information, sci-
ence, and “skin in the game” builds a 
stronger case for El Portal in terms of 
potential funding opportunities with 
Miami-Dade County and the State of 
Florida.

A short-and-long term plan was my 
commitment to you last year, and we 
spent this past year getting our house 
in order to turn your vision for El Por-
tal into a reality. We did not plan a 
week-out, or a month-ahead, instead 
your El Portal leadership developed a 
Road Map - leading to a 3 to 5 to 10 
year plan, so we never lose sight of 
who we are and where we are going. 
We have now set priorities. We have 
taken action to grow together with a 

shared focus on the issues you have said 
mattered most: Public Safety, Environ-
ment, Infrastructure and Economic 
Growth with Smart Development –all 
key components to a more resilient Vil-
lage of El Portal.

‘Let’s use our size to know one another 
by name and be the example to other cit-
ies how we get things done by working 
together.’ I ask you all, as El Portal resi-
dents, please be a part of the process. Be 
informed. Please attend meetings. But if 
you can’t attend? It’s ok, but then please 
watch the videos to our meetings by 
visiting our website at elportalvillage.
org. Please volunteer. Please join our 
El Portal Women’s Club. Please help 
us make sure we are all counted in the 
2020 census. Please bring your family, 
friends, and neighbors to our communi-
ty events ---from the Annual 4thof July 
BBQ to the Armed Forces Day 5K, the 
next Little River Clean Up or our Ar-
bor Day Potluck Celebration. ‘There is 
’beauty in community.’ 

And, COMING UP: As part of Florida 
City Government Week October 21-27, 
2019, I will award a Citizen of the Year 

Proclamation at the October 2019 Vil-
lage Council Meeting, and on Wednes-
day, October 23rd at 600 p.m. I am 
hosting an Open House at the El Por-
tal Village Hall officially ”Welcoming 
our New Residents to El Portal!’

In addition, on SUNDAY, NOVEM-
BER 3RD @ 8am 2-MILE WALK FOR 
PANCREATIC CANCER AWARE-
NESS - We will meet in front of Horace 
Mann Middle School.

NOTE: Back in 2018 from January - 
July, I hosted some Mayor’s Monthly 
Town Halls that were well attended 
and informative, and as such coming 
up in 2020 - and based on popular de-
mand, I will be hosting some Mayor’s 
Monthly Round Table Discussions. 

In summary, for the remainder of 2019 
and into 2020, lets work Together, so 
we can further make El Portal a beau-
tiful village - where everyone matters!

Yours in Service-Always,

Mayor Cubillos 
#iheartelportal

Mayor (cont. from  page 4)



RESILIENCY TOWN HALL
Our Resiliency Town Hall held in July demonstrated the positive progress the 
Village leadership is making towards the environment, infrastructure, and civic 
responsibility. It also demonstrated the remarkable collaboration with outside 
partners that the Village has made. Thank you to our panelists: Jane Gilbert, 
Chief Resilient Officer from the City Of Miami; Camila Zablah, PluSurbia; 
Orlando Rubio, Craig Smith & Associates; Greg Gathers, Custom Tree Care; 
Gabrielle Benigni, Disaster Program Operations; Kristen McClean, Little 
River Conservancy; Chief Magnusson; Christia Alou; and Mayor Cubillos.  

All-American Shredding Services providing a shredding equipment and services  305.637.8077- thank you Nicolas  

 

 

 VOEP Public Works Department … at work for YOU!

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 28, 2019, Chairperson Harold E. 
Mathis, Jr. and the Village of El Portal 

Public Works Department invites all 
Villagers to take part in the 

1st annual Shred Day at Village Hall in the 
East side Parking Lot! 

10:30am  - 2:30pm  
Paper is the only acceptable material for shredding, such as: bank statements, cancelled checked, credit card receipts, 

tax and insurance records, contracts, financial statements, old notebooks and old lined paper.  

CODE ENFORCEMENT - PUBLIC WORKS
Dear Villagers:

Well its all about kids of all ages back to school and parents back to the daily juggling of life: 
kids, their activities, work and its up and downs and all that comes along our ever growing 
to do and complete list. And to help lighten your load and help you shred some of those task 
that weigh you down…. Public Works Chairperson Harold E. Mathis Jr. and Public Works 
Superintendent Jose Villela have partnered with All-American Shredding Services to par-
ticipate on the Villages’ 1st 
Annual Shred-A-Thon. This 
event is scheduled to be held 

on September 28, 2018. This Shred-A-Thon will be hosted 
at Village of El Portal located at 500 E. El Portal Blvd. (NE 
87th Street), in the East side parking lot, from 10:30am – 
2:30pm. We ask that you adhere to the following shredding 
requirements. It is First Come First Served, and ONLY paper 
items be brought for shredding as follows:  bank statements, 
cancelled checked, credit card receipts, tax and insurance re-
cords, contracts, financial statements, old notebooks and old 
lined paper, again white PAPER ONLY.

This is the time to clear of your decades of records sitting 
in your garage and home office, clean it out. For transport 
to  the Shred site and for ease of shredding, a bankers box 
style container is best suited. Said container will not be de-
stroyed or maintained by All-American or the Village. After 
the shredding, please make sure to retrieve all items that have 
cannot and will not be shredded. We look forward to see you 
all there. Should you have any questions or concerns you can 
email me: harold@villageofelportal.org

Best Regrets,
Harold E. Mathis, Jr., Chair of Public Work
Year in Services on Council 2005 to PRESENT

Page 6 The Village of El Portal Summer 2019
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS
“One benefit of summer 
was that each day we had 
more light to read by.” 
Jeanette Walls

Hope everyone has 
enjoyed their summer. 
I still have not gotten 
use to the hot summer 
temperatures and the 
humidity, but I sure like 
the long days of summer. 
As with everything we 
can’t have it all, but we 
can look at what we do 
have, and appreciate it. 

Following are some of the highlights from the last quarter:

COMMITTEE MEETINGS:
Committee meetings are where members of the Council come 
together to discuss issues pertaining to each of the committees. 
There are 3 members in each of the committees except for the 
Planning & Zoning which has all 5 members. These are the 
meetings where most of the work takes place before going in 
front of the entire Council for further discussion and a vote. 
We encourage residents to be a part of the conversation as 
your input is extremely important. 

Please visit the Village website elportalvillage.com/meetings 
for the recordings and actual minutes. The Committee 
Meetings take place every other month on the first and third 
Tuesday of the month starting at 6:30 pm as follows:
1st Tuesday: Public Safety, Code Enforcement and Public 
Works
3rd Tuesday: Admin & Finance, Planning & Zoning and 
Public Affairs

RECAP ON Q2 EVENTS:
May 2019

On Saturday, May 18, 2019 we held our 11th Annual Armed 
Forces 5k and had our biggest turnout of participants with 
a total of 72 registered runners and walkers including 8 
military men and women. 

This year we instituted 6 age groups with a first, second and 
third place winners, and a first-place winner for both male 
& female. Results including the synced YouTube video can 
be found at: http://www.timed-events.com/village-of-el-
portal-5k-2019.html

We want to congratulate the following individuals for 
winning first place:

1st Place Overall Male: Guilherme Steinmetz 00:19:51.60
1st Place Overall Female: Thays Steinmetz 00:20:38.08

Ages 
12 – under: Finn Mandrisch 00:42:09.91
13 – 17 Male: Jabes Jimenez 00:21:36.37 
18 – 29 Male: Uri Serruya 00:21:48.60
18 – 29 Female: Noelia Christensen 00:30:31.41
30 – 39 Male: Abdulrahman Akkam 00:24:25.20 
30 – 39 Female: Zamira Diaz 00:50:34.89
40 -49 Male: Luis Comulada 00:20:03.51
40 -49 Female: Sonia Louis 00:22:00.76
50 – over Male: Chief David Magnusson 00:23:00.23 
50 – over Female: Cecilia Greco 00:35:06.20

Thank you to the men and women of the Armed Forces who 
were present with us this year. We appreciate your participa-
tion and thank you for the service to our beautiful Country. 

Noel Pace, Jose Rodriguez, Eric Wilson, Marvin Conerly, 
Paulo Hala, Sage Hoffman, Giovanni Ortiz, and Pedro 
Perez.

Off course these events cannot take place without the 
support of our Sponsors and we want to give a huge 

Councilperson Vimari Roman, 
Public Affairs Chair

FRANCISCO “FRANK” LLENDE
Exclusive Agent
Shores Insurance Agency
Allstate Insurance Company
8703 Biscayne Blvd, Miami Shores, FL 33138
Office: 305-754-0002 ● Fax: 305-758-6556
Claims: 1-800-ALLSTATE
fllende@allstate.com
8:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Auto ● Home ● Life ● Retirement
Hablamos Español

We Offer 
Home Insurance!

Continued on page 8



THANK YOU to our 2019 Sponsors:

PRINCIPAL SPONSOR - $1,000
Professional Consulting & 

Management Group

MAJOR SPONSOR - $500

SUPPORTING SPONSOR - $350

COMMUNITY SPONSOR $150 - 
$350

 

IN-KIND SPONSORS 
Juan Rozas Studio
5K T-Shirt Design
El Portal Resident

WATER STATION PROVIDED 
BY:

June 2019
On Saturday, June 22nd Chief David 
Magnusson hosted his first Coffee 
with the Chief event and we welcomed 
a great group of residents who had the 
opportunity to get an update on Public 
Safety. Not to worry if you missed this 

one, Chief Magnusson will be hosting 
more in the near future.

July 2019
Thank you to everyone that attended our 
4th of July annual Village BBQ. We look 
forward to seeing you again next year!

SAVE THE DATE 
for upcoming events and workshops: 
Tue, Aug 27, 2019 @ 6pm Mayor 
Claudia Cubillos will be hosting the 
annual State of the Village Address at 
the Village Hall. You will not want to 
miss this informative event. We look 
forward to seeing you there!

Sat, Sept 7, 2019 @ 1pm – Join us and 
Plusurbia at the Village Hall for our 
2nd Comprehensive Plan Update. Your 
input is needed. If you cannot attend, 
then please complete the survey at 
elportal.plusurbia.com

Thu, Oct 31, 2019 – The Village of El 
Portal will host it’s annual Halloween 
Event. Details to follow. Keep an eye 
on the website for details. 

Tue, Dec 3, 2019 – The Village of El 
Portal will host its annual Holiday 
Event. Details to follow. Keep an eye 
on the website for details. 

Volunteers for Village Events: 
Events require many resources and 
manpower. If you are interested in 
volunteering and offering your talents 
towards Village events please contact 
Councilperson Roman at (305)395-
2536 or vroman@villageofelportal.
org. It takes a Village - get involved!

EL PORTAL BABY NEWS:

Congratulations to newly elected 
Councilperson Anders Urbom and 
his wife Sidra Urbom on welcoming 
their 4th child. Aerdisen Paul Nicholas 
Urbom was born June 12, 2019 and 
weighed 8lbs 6oz. Mama and baby are 
doing awesome and he has three doting 
siblings keeping him great company. 
Welcome to the Village of El Portal 
Aerdisen! 

Public Affairs (cont. from  page 7)

Continued on page 9
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HOME OF THE MONTH: 
Congratulations to our Home of the Month 
winners for April, May and June!

April Winner: 133 NW 88th Street - home of JOHN KING

May Winner: 8895 NE 4th Ave – home of JOSEF 
JUNGWIRTH AND HELGA JUNGWIRTH

June Winner: 136 NW 90th Street -home of DAVID 
ALVAREZ

Home of the Month Objective: Provide recognition to 
residents who have improved the exterior of the home and/
or their front yards (curb appeal). Program Sponsored by: 
Councilperson Roman

2019 Committee of Residents: Chair: Andrew Naylor, 
Vice-Chair: David Ward, Member: Scott Russell, Fernando 
Vasquez & Councilperson Vimari Roman 

Residents are welcomed to join the committee. If 
you would like to join the Committee please email 
elportalhomeofthemonth@gmail.com or contact Andrew 
Naylor @ 312-622-0855.

Nominations: All residents who are not members of 
the committee can nominate themselves or a neighbor 
for consideration for Home of the Month. If you have a 
home you’d like to nominate please send the committee 
an email with the address and pictures if possible to 
ElPortalHomeoftheMonth@gmail.com. Nominations are 
accepted up to the 5th of every month. 

Additional Home of the Month program information and 
pictures of all the previous winners can be found on the 
Village website: http://elportalvillage.com/archives/home-
of-the-month/

OUTDOOR FEEDING OF ANIMALS:

Photo Credit: wildlifelandtrust.com

The Village and Council have received several concerns 
about residents leaving food out for cats or animals. As 
many of you know, our Village is the home to many wild 
animals such as Squirrels, Racoons, Foxes, Coyotes, and 
many birds and thus, leaving food out for cats or dogs will 
be harmful for other wild animals. We also do not want our 
house pets to accidently eat something they find during their 
daily walks with their owners. 

Here is some information taken directly from the Wildlife 
Land Trust website: http://www.wildlifelandtrust.org/
wildlife/living-with-wildlife/four-reasons-not-to-feed.html

Public Affairs (cont. from  page 8)

Continued on page 10



2018 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT AND 2018 CHEVROLET EQUINOX LT FWD, WITH APPROVED CREDIT. PRICE INCLUDES ALL AVAILABLE INCENTIVES. PRICE PLUS TAX, TAG, TITLE, DEALER FEE, AND FIRST MONTHS PAYMENT. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT. 36 
MONTH LEASE. 10,000 MILES A YEAR. $2,719 DUE AT SIGNING FOR MALIBU AND $2819 DUE AT SIGNING FOR EQUINOX. TAX,TAG, FEES NOT INCLUDED. OFFER MAY EXPIRE AT ANYTIME. PAYMENTS MAY BE HIGHER IN SOME STATES, PRICING 

SUBJECT TO MANUFACTURE REBATES WHICH COULD EXPIRE AT ANY TIME. 2018 CHEVROLET COLORADO LT CREW CAB 2WD AND 2018 CHEVROLET SILVERADO DBL 2WD 1LT V6 ALL STAR, WITH APPROVED CREDIT. PRICE INCLUDES ALL AVAIL-
ABLE INCENTIVES. PRICE PLUS TAX, TAG, TITLE, DEALER FEE AND FIRST MONTHS PAYMENT. $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT. 24 MONTH LEASE. 10,000 MILES A YEAR . $2,300 DUE AT SIGNING FOR COLORADO. $3,409 DUE AT SIGNING FOR SILVERADO. 

SEE DEALER FOR DETAILS. TAX,TAG, FEES NOT INCLUDED. OFFER MAY EXPIRE AT ANYTIME. PAYMENTS MAY BE HIGHER IN SOME STATES, PRICING SUBJECT TO MANUFACTURER REBATES WHICH COULD EXPIRE AT ANY TIME.

MiamiChevy.com
8880 BISCAYNE BLVD • MIAMI SHORES FL 33138 US • 305-908-5540

TROPICAL

2018 Chevrolet Malibu LT or Equinox LT
per 
month

$199
YOUR CHOICE!

2018 Chevrolet  
Colorado LT or  
Silverado 2WD Double Cab

per 
month

$239

YOUR CHOICE!

MARK OF  
EXCELLENCE

8067_TC_7.5x5_Ad_4c.indd   1 6/19/18   3:16 PM

Feeding wild animals, whether on 
purpose or not, does more harm than 
good. Hand-fed wild animals lose 
their fear of humans. It’s OK to feed 
squirrels if you’d like, but do so from a 
feeder—never by hand.

We know they’re cute and they might 
seem hungry, but feeding wild animals 
-- whether in your own backyard, a 
local park, or while on vacation -- just 
isn’t a good idea. Here’s why.
1.	“People” food isn’t good for 

animals. Human foods aren’t 
nutritious enough for animals and 
may cause serious health problems 
(especially when animals are 
continually fed bread, french fries, 
and popcorn).

2.	It makes wild animals lose their 
natural fear of people. Feeding can 
make large, potentially dangerous 
animals become too comfortable 

in residential or recreational areas. 
Once animals learn they can 
panhandle for food, they can become 
a nuisance—or even worse, a safety 
risk.

3.	Feeding wildlife from or near 
vehicles is dangerous to animals, 
people, and property. Animals can 
be hit by moving vehicles or might 
try to enter vehicles in search of 
food. In Yosemite National Park in 
1998, more than 1,100 vehicles were 
broken into by black bears -- causing 
more than $630,000 in damages.

4.	Wild animals who depend on people 
for food can cause injuries or 
spread disease. When wild animals 
gather for food handouts, it can cause 
crowding and competition. These 
unnatural conditions increase the 
chances of fighting and injury among 
animals. It can also increase the spread 
of diseases, some of which may be 
transmitted to pets and humans.

Stop the unintentional food supply:

• Rinse all recyclable glass and 
plastic containers to remove any 
food remnants and odors. Some 
animals, like skunks, can get their 
heads stuck in containers and wind 
up starving to death.

• Cut and/or crush plastic containers, 
and cut each ring of plastic six-pack 
carriers.

• Feed your pets inside.
• Make sure plastic food wrap is 

rinsed and secured in a tied bag or 
securely covered garbage can.

• When visiting parks and similar 
settings, clean up after yourself 
and follow the rules regarding 
wildlife. Encourage others to do 
the same.

Thank you for keeping this in mind and 
for your cooperation. 
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DOG POOP:
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No one likes seeing, smelling, or 
stepping in dog poop, but did you 
know that un-scooped poop presents 
serious issues for water quality and 
human health?
The Facts
• Pet waste is raw sewage. It 

can transmit bacteria, viruses, 
and other pathogens to humans 
and other animals, including 
tapeworm, roundworm, E. Coli, 
giardia, salmonella, and more.

• Four out of ten U.S. households 
have at least one dog, and four out 
of ten of those dog owners don’t 
pick up after their dogs.

• Un-scooped poop in yards, parks, 
and sidewalks gets into our lakes, 
streams and rivers, even into 
groundwater.

• Nutrients in pet waste cause excess 
algae in rivers, lakes and streams. 
This limits the light available 
to aquatic plants. Also, as algae 
decays it uses up oxygen needed 
by fish.
What You Can Do

• Scoop weekly to keep your yard 
clean. Backyard poop is a big 
problem.

• Keep your dog on leash. Then 
stoop and scoop that poop. Every 
time.

• Bring baggies when you walk your 
dog, plus extras to share.

• Seal the bags and toss them in the 

trash.
• Never use pet waste in your garden 

or compost. It is not a natural 
fertilizer.
To all dog owners who keep their 
dogs on leash and scoop the poop, 
we say “thank you”! You are 
protecting water quality, wildlife, 
and the well-being of your fellow 
Village of El Portal humans. Keep 
up the good work and give yourself 
a nice pat. You deserve it.

DISPOSING OF HOUSEHOLD 
WASTE:

Important Information for El Portal 
Residents and Businesses -- Help Us 
Protect Our Stormwater and Drinking 
Water from Pollution!

Disposing of Household Waste is 
Easy! It is not a good idea, and in fact 
is against the law, to dispose of your 
old household waste in the garbage or 
on the ground. However, it is easy to 
take your expired household chemicals 
to a collection center. You are also 
helping save our environment and 
water supply when you do this!

The closest household chemical 
collection center collects this waste 
from Wednesday through Sunday of 
each week, from 9 AM to 5 PM. It is 
located at West Dade: 8801 NW 58 
Street. For more information on what 
is allowed, please go to their web site 
at: www.miamidade.gov/ solidwaste

Stop Using so Much Fertilizers and 
Pesticides!
When using chemicals, pesticides 

and fertilizers, please use the 
manufacturer’s specifications when 
applying them to yards and gardens. 
Excess chemicals placed in our 
environment can run off into our 
storm drains or bodies of water when 
it rains. These excess chemicals harm 
our waterways and our drinking water. 
Please also properly dispose of empty 
bottles and excess chemicals.

Help Us Keep our Storm Drains 
Clean and Working Properly!
Did you know that nothing but rainfall 
is allowed to go to our storm drains 
in the Village? When citizens place 
things like waste oil or vegetation in 
storm drains, the pollution goes to our 
water bodies or into our drinking water 
storage areas. Putting those types of 
waste in storm drains also clogs those 
drains, and the system will be ruined. 
We as residents of the Village will 
then have to pay more money for new 
drainage!

If you see anyone dumping anything 
into storm drains or bodies of water, 
or if you see a spill or accident that 
causes wastes to go to these areas, 
please call Miami-Dade County’s 24-
hour Complaint line, at 305.372.6955.

Drafted  May 6, 2019  by M. Gambino, 
Rising Waters Consulting

DID YOU KNOW? VILLAGE OF 
EL PORTAL HISTORY:
The El Portal area was settled as 
a farming community in the late 
1800’s and after the 1920’s boom was 
incorporated as a village in 1937.

Commonly referred to as the El Portal 
House this twentieth century frame 
vernacular architecture is located at 
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6 NE 89th Street and is the oldest existing home in the 
Village of El Portal. According to the Historic Northeast 
Dade Self-Guided Tour published in 1990 by the Junior 
League of Miami, Inc, the home was built around 1910 
and originally stood a short distance from its current 
site. It’s first owner is believed to be Charles Finch 
who moved to the area in 1911 from Kentucky. The 
house served as a private hospital for a brief time before 
returning to residential use. 

I hope you have enjoyed reading our Q3 newsletter. As 
always, I am available via phone or email should you 
wish to speak, have any questions, concerns or ideas. I 
look forward to seeing you around the village or at the 
upcoming events.

Cheers, Vimari
Councilperson Roman, Seat #2 – Elected 2016
305-395-2536 | vroman@villageofelportal.org

PLANNING AND ZONING 
COMMITTEE UPDATE

Committee chair, manager, planner and attorney 
remain in constant contact with developers to ensure 
their proposed developments remain consistent to El 
Portal’s vision. With the collaboration of PluSurbia, 
we are working on updating El Portal’s Comprehensive 
Plan ‘to better address local conditions and improve our 
quality of life. The P and Z committee held (2) Comp 
Plan community workshops in July and September. 
Also, coming in the fall of 2019 an Architectural 
Pattern Book, that paints a picture of a community we 
want to preserve. 

Mayor Cubillos, Planning and Zoning Chair

Team meeting about upcoming proposed Kavista development 
El Portal meeting with Full View 
Group Planners.

Comp Plan - Community Workshop in July 
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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
In Chief Magnusson’s first 100 days 
we has made the following strides in 
elevating our police department to 
new heights. We are better protected 
today by a more robust, reorganized 
department with more manpower 
and added investments. Policies are 
updated. Our officers have received 
more specialized training. The arrest 
of an armed loiterer and a burglar. A 
robbery case solved. A focused plan 
to stop speeding motorists. Mutual-
aid agreements updated and revised. 
And, as a follow up to our previous 
newsletter, Chief and his department 
are maintaining and strengthening 
operations with neighboring law 
enforcement agencies. 

In conjunction to the Chief’s focused 
plan to mitigate speeding, the 
Public Safety Chair met with Chair 
Commissioner Edmonson in late spring 
on a proposed circular rotunda, as a 
traffic calming device, on the west side 
of El Portal. 

In the spirit of collaboration and shared 
resources, a shout out to the City of 
Homestead, for donating 5 police 
vehicles in September! 

‘We are sending the message that this is 
not a community to commit a crime in.’

Mayor Cubillos, Public Safety Chair 

A shout out and welcome to the 200 
block of NW 86 Street in joining the 
Citizen Crime Watch family. Good job 
Kristen McClean, their fearless Block 
Captain. 

Coffee with Chief Magnusson 

Police appreciation luncheon during 
National Police Week 

After several years as a reserve and part-
time Officer Angel Lopez in El Portal, 
Officer Lopez joined our department 
as a full-time police officer and was 
sworn in on Tuesday, August 13th - 
Welcome!! 

Reminders: #9pmroutine #lockitorloseit 
#seesomethingsaysomething

Informative and collaborative meeting 
with Department of Homeland Security 
Advisors and staff on Structural and 
Cyber Security. 

Congratulations Corporal Bernard 
Sharpe on your promotion to Sergeant 
on July 23rd! 

On July 23rd Lieutenant Alejandro 
Mendez was sworn-in and joined our El 
Portal Police family - welcome!!

Congratulations Officer Riveron - 
Mayor’s Top Cop of the year, awarded 
on Tuesday, August 27th. 



CRIME PREVENTION THROUGH ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN
(CPTED) by Officer Paul Battaglia

As part of the ongoing training El Portal Officers are 
receiving, I had the privilege of taking a Basic Crime 
Prevention Through Environmental Design course 
(CPTED). Being the Citizen’s Crime Watch Officer for 
this Village, this training has augmented my abilities to 
further instill crime prevention techniques that you can 
utilize to deter criminal behavior. CPTED is designed to 
promote crime prevention techniques solely based on the 
design and layout of your home while being cost effective. 
Statistics show that utilizing these techniques can increase 
the value of your home. 

Here we can go through the basics of using shrubbery as 
an advantage, increasing natural surveillance, fencing, 
lighting, and then some target hardening techniques. 
However, lets discuss definitions so we’re all on the same 
page. Natural surveillance is simply the ability of the 
common person to be able to see your property. CPTED 
focus’ strongly on the increase of natural surveillance, 
using the common person as an added security to your 
property. Target hardening is making your structure more 
resilient to being penetrated and placing security systems 
to your property for protection. We try to utilize target 
hardening as a last resort since this can be quite pricey. 
When using the term hostile vegetation, I know you’re 
going to love this, it simply means plants that have thorns 
(so much more fun to say hostile vegetation, though). 

Now that’s out of the way, now to prevent crime! Let’s 
start with shrubbery. We love our plants, especially in 
Sherwood Forest, but criminals love them too. They are 
hiding spots and ambush points that can be prevented 
while maintaining beauty. Keep shrubs as shrubs. Shrubs 
should not increase above two feet in height, giving you 
and others better natural surveillance. Trees should be 
trimmed to have a six-foot clearance. We call this the 
2ft/6ft rule. This also helps your officers while on routine 
patrol see your property for potential criminal activity. 
There shouldn’t be any shrubbery disrupting the view of 
the windows. 

Recently, a theft occurred on a property in the middle 
of the day! This person walked onto the property via 
the driveway and took a gardening item. What gave this 
person the audacity to simply do this? Lack of natural 
surveillance. When I did a CPTED survey of the residence, 
it was clear that after walking about five feet onto their 
property, I can become virtually invisible, even in broad 
daylight. If this resident would have utilized the 2ft./6ft. 

rule, they may have prevented this crime. Fortunately, 
they had surveillance and one of our officers was able to 
identify the criminal, who was later caught and charged 
accordingly. 

Now bear with me on this one; fencing should be see-
through. I know, I know, we all enjoy our privacy; 
however, your privacy is also a criminal’s. About a month 
ago, a person entered the fencing area of a residence 
and attempted to gain entry through the windows of the 
backyard. Again, fortunately, this resident had Hurricane 
Impact Windows and that criminal had no chance! But, 
for others this could have been very unfortunate. Now, 
you’re probably thinking this happened at night… nope… 
occurred during the daytime hours. The criminal entered 
the wooden fence knowing they would become invisible 
once inside. If this resident had see-through fencing, they 
may have prevented this situation. 

Fun fact, lighting is the leading factor in crime prevention 
at night. Quite obvious, right? Criminals do not like to be 
seen. We notice that our streetlights give off this weird 
orangish color. Well, we are a bird sanctuary and using 
bright L.E.D’s would disrupt sleeping behavior. Therefore, 
you must equip your home with your own L.E.D’s. We 
recommend L.E.D’s for the simple reason that they are the 
brightest and most cost effective. L.E.D’s barely require 
energy to operate. A day’s worth of solar energy can 
power most L.E.D’s throughout an entire night. Which is 
why CPTED recommends them as a cost-effective way 
to reduce criminal activity. Motion detecting lighting is a 
great augmentation in order to not disrupt sleeping habits 
of both your neighbor and our furry friends. The latest and 
greatest in technology are heat-seeking lights that detect 
the person’s, or animal’s, heat index and follows the 
source to a distance.

I was running through my neighborhood one time at night 
and light shined directly on me. Not only on me but followed 
me as I jogged along the sidewalk. My first thought was, 
“why is this person following me with their lights? Who 
has time for that?” Curiosity got the best of me and I had my 
wallet which contained my police credentials. I knocked 
on this person’s door and asked about the lights. He stated 
that they detect heat indexes and follows the source! They 
can even detect small animals. I decided to research this 
to find out the cost. It was not that bad! I know if I was 
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a criminal, I would definitely 
skip this house and move on to 
the next. That’s CPTED’s goal, 
basically. Making the criminal 
too uncomfortable to enter your 
property and skip onto the next 
one. My goal is, to make El 
Portal too uncomfortable so the 
criminal skips us entirely. 

Target hardening is simply 
the icing on the cake from 
here. Using video doorbells 
that activate with motion is 
an awesome way to stay alert. 
Having a good security system 
and deadbolt locks are great 
ways to ensure your home is 
protected. Surveillance cameras 
are good, but if they do not tell 
you of something in progress, 
simply having footage may 
not be enough. To prevent 
criminals from hanging outside 
your windows, try those hostile 
vegetations! Rose bushes, 
anything with thorns. 

That’s it? Of course not! This 
was a forty-hour course detailing 
numerous of techniques that 
people can use. Trying to fit 
all of that in a relatively short 
article is impossible. What I 
can do is a CPTED site survey 
on you residence. This comes 
in a PowerPoint presentation 
(also printed), which entails 
numerous photographs that 
show the techniques your house 
is using and where you can do 
better. Remember, this isn’t 
the end-all-be-all of crime, this 
is just another step for crime 
prevention. Be sure to follow 
us on FaceBook, Twitter, 
Instagram, and Nextdoor for 
further information 

“WHAT’S THE 411 WITH 911?”
The word “emergency” means different things to 
different people. Webster defines “emergency” 
as “An unforeseen occurrence or combination of 
circumstances which calls for immediate action or 
remedy; pressing necessity; exigency.”

So what does the word “emergency” have to do 
with the Peacock Express article I am writing? 
EVERYTHING! That being said, let me explain 
myself a bit further. For as long as I have been in law 
enforcement, over two states, I have heard the same 
thing. “I did not want to call 911 because I did not 
think it is an emergency.” 

Thankfully, by and large, most of the things we call the police for are not “do-
or-die” emergencies. Still we call 911 and are correct in doing so. Let me give 
the abuses out of the way first. Do not call 911 to get the phone number of your 
favorite restaurant; don’t call 911 for a cat caught up a tree. Don’t call 911 because 
someone is working on their house on a Sunday. 

When should call 911 when it is not a sure “do-or-die” situation such as a house 
on fire or a car that plunged into a lake or a person shot? Call 911 anytime the 
police need to get there quickly. For instance, you hear your neighbors getting 
into a very heated argument and you hear plates smashing. Is it a true emergency 
in the sense of definition? Probably not. But your concern is that the police need 
to get there before this gets really ugly…Call 911.

You look out your window and see a few men walking slowly down your block…
at 0230 hours. Is it an emergency? Not based on the above definition; however, do 
you need the police to get there quickly to check out what not normal behavior? 
Absolutely!... Call 911.

Do not post issues on social media until AFTER you call the police. Do not e-mail 
an officer or the department. You have no way of knowing when the e-mail will 
be seen. Do not call the El Portal Station number. The officers are out on the street 
where they belong, patrolling the neighborhoods. 

Here is what you should do in a few simple steps:
1.	 Emergency? Call 911 immediately
2.	 Need officers to respond quickly (as I shown in the previous examples) call 

911
3.	 Dog barking at night…Non-emergency line…(305) 4-POLICE   (305) 476-

5423

Now here is the beauty about the non-emergency line. Everything becomes record 
in the system (for historical context and review) and the call gets duly dispatched. 
There are not a slew of calls holding in El Portal that would delay dispatching 
it once it reaches the Miami-Dade Communications dispatchers from their call 
takers. 

EMERGENCY      911
NON-EMERGENCY (305) 4-POLICE  (305) 476-5423
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COMMUNITY CONNECTEDNESS 
We must share more of ourselves with each other and the outside communities so that we can live, work, grow and prosper 
together to create a safer and more inclusive - sustainable environment for generations to come. El Portal advocates 
community connectedness! 

Supporting AIDS walk with JR, resident 
of El Portal. 

Supporting our Miami Beach colleagues 
at their 2019’AIDS Walk 

Mayor Cubillos with Miami Shores 

Chamber Board supporting El Portal 
resident Fernando Vasquez, at the 
opening of this Amerant Bank branch. 

 
Congratulations Councilman Jeff 
Hmara, Palm Beach 2019-2020 League 
President 

Mayor Cubillos with our Broward 
County Colleagues at their annual Board 
of Directors Installation luncheon. 

El Portal Mayor, State Representative 
Joseph, State Senator Pizzo, Colonel 
Pace and Judge Luck in Miami Shores 
supporting Mayor Crystal Wagar’s 
Memorial Day Service. 

Mayor and Village Council presented a 
Proclamation to our FPL field manager, 
Aletha Player, who retired after 17+ 
years of serving our community. 

 
Welcoming Alex Villoch, Baptist 
Health Foundation Chief Executive 
Officer 

Continued on page 17



Lubby Navarro, US Census Bureau, 
provided insight on how each city 
needs be to involved during the 2020 
census. 

Florida Mayors at the US Conference 
of Mayors 
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Councilperson Mathis walking the 
Village and talking to neighbors. 

Mayor Cubillos with School board 
member Dr. Mindingall and former 
Vice Mayor Felicia Robinson working 
together to improve community 
communication. 

Iraida Mendez-Cartaya, Associate 
Superintendent of Miami Dade 
County Public School, briefing 
Miami Dade County Officials on back 
to school public safety updates. 

#resilient305 Mayor’s Accord 

#resilient305 kick off with El Portal 
residents Fernando Bretos & Chloe 
Chelz 

Do The Right Thing of Miami 
recognizes and rewards Miami’s 
youth for their exemplary behavior, 
accomplishments, and good deeds 
through a unique partnership with the 
City of Miami Police Department and 
other participating law enforcement 
agencies in Miami-Dade. The DTRT 
Awards Program distinguishes 
exceptional school-age children who 
choose to be drug and crime free, 
exhibit non-violent behavior, do 
well in school, make a difference in 
their communities, and demonstrate 
turnaround behavior. 

El Portal Vice Mayor, Chief of 
Police Mayor, Manager and Mrs. 
Magnusson with Daryl Jones, Horace 
Mann Middle Administration 
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ANNUAL MAYOR’S BACKPACK GIVEAWAY
Annual Mayor’s Backpack giveaway on National Night Out (the first Tuesday in August every year) - a shout out to 
our Police Officers and Miami Dade Fire Rescue Station 30 for the Police Siren Parade, a national community-building 
campaign that promotes police-community partnerships. This event is in collaboration with Waste Management, Disaster 
Program Operations, Kidstown Pediatrics, and Hosted and sponsored by Mayor Cubillos. 
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4TH OF JULY BBQ
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ANNUAL ARMED FORCES 5K


