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NEW RESIDENTS
William Maloney 

Dear Residents;

We recently sent you a NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
MEMBERSHIP, October 21, 2019 at 7:00PM in the Social Room. This 
special meeting is for the purpose of transferring surplus monies from our 
operating account into our Reserve Account. Your current Board of Directors 
is taking on their fiduciary responsibilities in bringing the property back to its 
glory days. All mechanical, structural & electrical systems need to be brought 
up to current State of Florida compliance, including but not limited to;

• Elevator modernization
• Emergency Generator upgrade
• Planters -water proofing
• Plumbing.

Levying a Special Assessment is out of the question for many residents. WE 
NEED YOUR VOTE! If you need assistance in filling out your Limited 
Proxy/Ballot, please contact the office at 305-448-4765. Every vote counts!
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CENTRY
AIR DESIGNS

CENTRY
AIR DESIGNS

100% FINANCING 
0% APR FOR 60 MONTHS! WCA

Bad credit no problem. Call for a fast approval.

Save money on your electric 
bill by installing a high 

efficiency A/C unit with low 
monthly payments

AIR DUCT CLEANERS SPECIALIST
Do You Suffer From: Nasal Problems ● Migraines  

Eye Irritation ● Allergies ● Asthma ● Bronchitis?

FREE
SERVICE CALL

with repair

$85 value

IF QUALITY IS IN YOUR AIR DUCTS, IT’S IN YOUR LUNGS

305-400-9973
WWW.CENTRYAIRDESIGNS.COM

Dade ● Broward ● Palm Beach State Licensed & Insured
CACO 1816147Proudly Serving Your Area for over 34 years

AIR DUCT CLEANING 
PLATINUM PACKAGE

$25 $280
A/C Complete
TUNE-UP

24 point inspection 
Coil Cleaning ● Blower 
Cleaning ● Flush Drain 

●Free Refrigerant  

Recharge up to 3lb.
Expires 12/31/2019

$6999
AC TUNE-UP
• Complete System 

Diagnostic 
• Drain Line Flush

• 25 Point AC Check

Per Vents Unlimited

Expires 12/31/2019
Per Vent

FREEESTIMATESIN NEW UNITS

A DYNAMIC DUO
By June Frost

When you visit Terry and Yvonne McKinley’s place, the 
first thing that greets you is a barrage of whistles from Zeke 
the parrot. He is an African grey and a real attention getter. 
Zeke is bilingual and can mimic the sound of a deep human 
voice, which can trick anybody. He readily shows off his 
linguistic abilities. “Pórtate bien” is one of many short sen-
tences in his repertoire. When Terry and Yvonne retire in 
the evening, turn off the TV and lights, Zeke automatically 
adds, “Goodnight.”

The McKinley’s are used to birds. In their former home 
near The Falls they had a huge aviary that Terry built for 
Yvonne’s two cockatiels. Birds multiply and soon two be-
came eighty. They developed a real hobby breeding birds. 
“Every single bird has their own distinct personality,” says 
Yvonne, “That’s the beauty of the birds.” She hand fed 
them, and Terry hosed down the cage. But they gave most 
away and only kept two dozen at a time.

That house also had a garage loaded with amazing stuff. “I 
miss my garage,” says Terry, “I had projects, materials, tools. 

I could fabricate or repair al-
most anything. There is noth-
ing to repair in this house.” 
(Their Biltmore II condomini-
um was completely remod-
eled only six years ago.) In 
his younger days, Terry even 
built a dune buggy.

Both Terry and Yvonne were 
born in Miami. Terry grew up 
in Coral Gables and went to 
the University of Florida (UF) in Gainesville to get a bach-
elor’s degree in industrial engineering. During summers he 
worked at NASA in Cape Canaveral. When he graduated, 
he worked for Florida Power and Light (FPL) as an expert 
in construction.

Terry actually has had three careers. While at FPL he got an 
MBA (Master of Business Administration) from the Univer-
sity of Miami (UM) and started a consulting business. After 
several years he accepted an offer from Miami-Dade Transit 

Yvonne and Terry at home 
under their banana tree

SHOP, QUOTE & ENROLL TODAY!
GET COVERED TOMORROW!

INDIVIDUAL HEALTH INSURANCE

How do these plans help ME?
$50 office visits: no referrals needed!

$25 Rx copays!
$75 Urgent Care visits!

3 year Guarantee with Pre-Ex!
$2,500 Deductibles!

SUBSIDIES TO REDUCE YOUR COST
NO PRE-EXISTING

PLANS FOR YOU, YOUR FAMILY 
OR YOUR EMPLOYEES

305-357-5605
www.WeInsureEverything.com

WE ALSO INSURE: 
Homeowners ● Auto 

General Liability ● Life Insurance
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Agency to be the budget manager with 
an $85 million dollar operating budget 
and a $1billion dollar capital budget.

While working for the County he de-
cided on a third career, as he got in-
volved in a lot of “legal stuff” when he 
represented them in Washington, D.C. 
“My job was to try to get federal mon-
ey for the Agency, and everyone in 
D.C. was an attorney. Yvonne pushed 
me into law school,” he says. So Terry 
promptly went to night school and got 
a Juris Doctor degree from UM. “I was 
super disciplined,” he says.

Yvonne and Terry met at the Transit 
Agency where both worked on the 
same floor on opposite sides, but she 
was in the Metropolitan Planning Or-
ganization. Yvonne Soler’s career path 
was a bit different but equally impres-
sive. Her parents were from Cuba, but 
her father came to Miami in 1945 to 
work for Pan American. They always 
went back to Cuba in the summers.

Yvonne has an Associate degree from 
Miami-Dade College and a Bache-
lor’s degree from Florida Internation-
al University (FIU). After being se-
lected from a pool of hundreds of can-
didates, she was awarded a grant from 
the National Hispanic Leadership Or-
ganization to further her studies and 
get a Master’s degree in Public Ad-
ministration from FIU. She says, “I 
started working in the City of Hialeah 
for Mayor Raul Martinez and learned 
a lot from him.” Her internship there 
was to study the strong-mayor form of 
government. Following that, she went 
to work for Miami-Dade County.

As a result of her volunteer work 
for the Clinton campaign in the ear-
ly 90’s, she was offered a position in 
Washington, D.C. which amounted to 
a presidential appointment.

Yvonne took a leave of absence from 
the County and moved to Washing-

ton D.C. to be executive director of 
the Board of the Office of Cuba Broad-
casting, a program of the United States 
Information Agency. Her duties includ-
ed reporting to the White House. She 
stayed for five years.

Upon her return to Miami, Yvonne con-
tinued to work for Radio and TV Martí, 
but eventually she returned to government 
as city manager in South Miami for four 
years and again in Doral for five years. 
Meanwhile Terry transitioned out of the 
public sector and into the private sector. 
He joined Parsons Corporation Engineer-
ing and Construction and traveled all over 
the world developing contracts for specif-
ic projects. At the same time, the McKin-
ley’s developed a taste for cuisines in 
different parts of the world, their favorites 
being Paris, Bangkok and Vietnam.

Today they are both retired, except that 
we all know Terry from his recent two-
year stint as president of the Board. 
Getting Biltmore II through the 40-year 
recertification of its structural and elec-
trical systems as required by the City of 
Coral Gables was a major job and cause 
for celebration when it ended. Terry still 
contributes to the building in his capac-
ity as a director of the Board.

Terry and Zeke

“We probably do two fairly big vaca-
tions a year,” says Terry. They are just 
back from an Alaskan cruise and, yes, 
were able to observe glaciers melt-
ing. Sometimes they travel with fam-
ily and friends. Yvonne adds, “I have 
a very big family—16 first cousins, 
and we frequently get together taking 
turns hosting a holiday. Our kids and 
grandkids come along. We are a close 
family.” Terry interjects, “I married a 
family.”

As for real retirement, Terry claims, 
“Doing nothing became nice. I really 
got into relaxation.” It remains to be 
seen if can-do people ever retire. One 
thing they are both good at is having 
fun. You can always count on Yvonne 
for a good conga line.



Page 4 Biltmore II Condominium October 2019

Florida’s Native Royal Palm
Biltmore II’s land-
scape is best known 
for the huge state-
ly Royal Palms that 
delineate the prop-
erty along Biltmore 
Way. These huge 
palms are effectively 
set against the huge 
building structure behind them. The Royal Palm plant ge-
nus is Roystonea, named after Roy Stone, a Union Army 
officer during the Civil War and who later served as head 
of the Division of Public Roads. The Roystonea genus in-
cludes multiple types or species of Royal Palms with native 
habitats stretching from south Florida to South America. Of 
these multiple species of “Royal Palms”, the most common 
species and the one you are most likely to see is the Cuban 
Royal Palm, often just referred to as the Royal Palm. It’s 
scientific (Latin) name is Roystonea regia. This species is 
Cuba’s national tree. In years past the plants native to south-
ern Florida were thought to be a separate species, “Roysto-
nea elata”. However, further study by scientists at Fairchild 
Tropical Botanic Garden proved that these Florida palms 
were indeed identical to the Royals in Cuba, R. regia. Thus, 
Roystonea regia and elata are the same species. We have 17 
Royal Palms along Biltmore Way and 2 at the west end of the 
pool. They are our most valuable landscape element.

BLINDS & SHADES
F R E E 

SHOP AT HOME 
SERVICE

WE BEAT ANY ESTIMATE 
BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS

F R E E 
MEASURING & 
INSTALLATION

VERTICALS REPAIRED & CLEANED
MOTORIZED SPECIALIST
SHADES REPAIRED & CLEANED

BLINDS & SHADES
WE BEAT ANY ESTIMATE.*
ANY BRAND, ANY STYLE

Including: Home Depot, Loews or ANY South Florida Window Treatment Retailer. 
ALL our Blinds carry a Lifetime Warranty (Parts & Labor).

WE REPAIR ANY VERTICALS, BLINDS & SHADES

FREE
SHOP AT HOME

SERVICE

FREE
MEASURING &
INSTALLATION

*VERTICALS REPAIRED CLEANED*
*MOTORIZED SPECIALIST*

*SHADES REPAIRED & CLEANED*

WE SHOW UP!
305-469-8162 or 954-237-4208

25 
years 

in Biz

20% OFF 
Motorized 

Shades
exp. 2/29/20

must present coupon

305-469-8162   WE SHOW UP!   25 Years in Biz

FAST SERVICE, LOWEST PRICES GUARANTEED!
We Also Do

VerticAl trAcks 
repAireD

Around Town
KUMC Vintage Truck Show: October 26th – 9 am – 4 pm. 
The KUMC Art and Vintage Truck Show is a celebration of 
art, music, cars, food and family in South Florida where pro-
ceeds to go help those in need. KUMC Art Festival showcas-
es many of the best local painters, photographers, sculptors, 
glass artists, jewelers, crafters and more. It also features an 
incredible vintage truck, car and motorcycle show. From the 
most outrageous trucks to the sleekest cars to the loudest and 
most wicked motorcycles! Free admission and parking. 7600 
SW 104th Street, Village of Pinecrest. 

SPECIAL MEETING OF BILTMORE II CONDO-
MINIUM ASSOCIATION. Please remember that we will 
have a Special Meeting on Monday, October 21st, at 7:00 
pm in the Social Room for the purpose of authorizing and 
approving the Association’s transfer of monies from the 
operating account to the reserve account in September 2018 
and October 2019.  Proxies have been mailed to all owners, 
which must be filled out, signed and returned to the office 
if you don’t plan to attend the meeting. If you have not re-
ceived your copy in the mail, please get an additional copy 
from the office. Your vote is important to prevent having a 
special assessment!

Social Club Activities:
UPCOMING EVENTS:

Sunday, November 3rd – 5 pm – MIA VASSILEV CON-
CERT. Your Biltmore II Social Club is very pleased to wel-
come back internationally acclaimed concert pianist, Mia 
Vassilev, praised by Miami Herald critic Lawrence Johnson 
as “Consistently vital and polished, with a nuanced expressive 
palette”. Miami artist Mia Vassilev “makes the ivory fly” in 
her piano show, with sparkling vintage hits of bolero, tango, 
boogie-woogie, choro, polka and more! Don your fedora or 
pearls, take a step back in time, and don’t miss a note of Mia 
& You! Seating is limited, so sign up early at the Concierge’s 
desk! Prosecco will be served after the concert.

Wednesday, November 13th – Movie Night, 7:00 pm.  
“Casablanca” (1942). Rick Blaine (Humphrey Bogart), 
who owns a nightclub in Casablanca, discovers his old flame 
Ilsa (Ingrid Bergman) is in town with her husband, Victor 
Laszlo (Paul Henreid). Laszlo is a famed rebel, and with Ger-
mans on his tail, Ilsa knows Rick can help them get out of the 
country. The winner of the 1944 Academy Award winner for 
Best Picture and Best Director (Michael Curtiz), Casablanca 
also features the well-known song “As Time Goes By”.

Violations Panel
The Violations Panel is looking for volunteers for their 
group. Minimal time involvement. If you are interested, 
please let the Office know.

Reminders From Our 
Rules & Regulations Handbook

• Trick or Treating on condominium property is forbidden
• Rinsed glass, plastic and aluminum materials, newspa-

pers and other printed matter, as well as broken down 
cardboard boxes should be placed in the plastic recycling 
bins in the basement garage.

• Installations, renovations and repairs by workmen are al-
lowed only during non-holiday weekday hours between 
9:00 am – 5:00 pm. Hammering, drilling or other impact 
noise activities are not permitted before 9:00 am or after 
5:00 p on non-holiday weekdays 


