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Indigenous Food and Agriculture Initiative
University of Arkansas Office of Economic Development
Our Founding

• Establish in the Univ. of Arkansas School of Law in 2013 by:
• Vice-Chancellor Stacy Leeds; and
• Founding Director Janie Simms Hipp
• Moved with Vice-Chancellor Leeds to Office of Economic
Development in July 2018

Our Mission

Enhance health and wellness in tribal communities by advancing
healthy food systems, diversified economic development, and
cultural food traditions in Indian Country.
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Our Work in Indian Country
Putting Tribal Sovereignty in Food Sovereignty
We provide strategic legal analysis, policy research,
and educational resources to empower Indian
Country through food sovereignty, agriculture,
and economic development.
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Native Farm Bill Coalition
Membership
Over 170 Tribes represented

◦ 78 Native Nations passed resolutions/sent letters of support
◦ 15 Intertribal/Native Orgs and Tribal Authorities/Businesses:
◦ Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians
◦ All Pueblo Council of Governors
◦ American Indian Alaska Native Tourism Association
(AIANTA)
◦ First Nations Development Institute
◦ Four Bands Community Fund CDFI
◦ Ho-Chunk, Inc.
◦ Indigenous Food and Agriculture Initiative (research
partner)

◦ Ally Organizations

◦ Intertribal Agriculture Council
◦ National Association of Food Distribution Programs on
Indian Reservations
◦
◦
◦
◦
◦
◦

National Congress of American Indians
National Indian Education Association
National Indian Health Board
Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission
Salish and Kootenai Housing Authority
United South and Eastern Tribes SPF

◦ MAZON: A Jewish Response to Hunger
◦ National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition

Native Farm Bill Coalition

USDA CARES Act Funding
▪A total of $48.3 Billion dollars was allocated to the US Department
of Agriculture through Coronavirus Relief Response legislation

▪CARES Act legislation also authorized programmatic changes and
adaptations to respond to Coronavirus impacts
▪Funds were distributed among programs including Farm Service
Agency, Risk Management, Commodity Credit Corps, Commodity
Assistance Programs, Nutrition, Ag Marketing Service, and the
Office of the Secretary.
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Farm Service Agency: Program Changes
and Funding
▪FSA received an additional $3M for temporary staff and
overtime pay
▪In addition to funding, multiple programmatic changes
were authorized to address government backed financial
products and loan programs to address losses and COVID
related impacts to agricultural and agribusiness operations
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FSA: Relaxed Loan Making Process
Deadline Extensions

Lien Searches

Guaranteed Loan
Flexibility

General Accommodations

Initial Application,
Offer Acceptance,
Response to
Denial, Request for
Homestead
Protection and Loan
Deferral deadlines are
all extended

FSA Loans require a
lien search, however,
since many
government agencies
are closed or offering
very limited service
due to COVID, FSA will
close loans w/o a lien
search

Standard Eligible Lenders
and Certified Lender
Program Lenders can
authorize
LOC/Emergency
advances w/o FSA
written approval & can
certify plans for addt'l
loans outside of the
guarantee. If made under
SBA provisions, still must
comply with SBA

FSA employees are
encouraged to work with
producers by phone, email
and through online materials
and portals whenever
possible. Applications and
documentation are also
encouraged to be completed
remotely. Faxed or scanned
and emailed signatures are
accepted where not legally
prohibited.
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FSA: Distressed or Delinquent Loan Relief
▪COVID relief legislation has authorized a temporary suspension of loan
accelerations, non-judicial foreclosures and referral of foreclosures to the
Department of Justice.
▪For foreclosures already at the Justice Department, the US Attorney's Office
has the ability to decide whether to stop foreclosures or evictions.

▪FSA will consider lender requests to allow temporary deferral of loan
payments.
▪FSA will also consider lender requests to allow temporary forbearance of loan
liquidations and foreclosures.
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Commodity Loans and Marketing Assistance
Markets for many
commodity crops had
been seriously impacted
due to trade disruption
prior to COVID-19
impacts, resulting in
increased price
challenges post-COVID-19
onset.
https://www.fb.org/marketintel/update-whats-in-usdas-newcoronavirus-food-assistance-program
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Commodity Loans and Marketing Assistance
With continued price challenges, CARES legislation authorized changes to the Commodity Loan
program to aid distressed producers with cash flow supports
Commodity loan terms have been extended from 9 months to 12 months
Commodity loan terms are low; for the month of April the rate is 1.625%.
Loan amounts are calculated per commodity per unit: Corn is at $2/bu, Soybean $6/bu
Commodity Loans are intended to provide cash flow until the market provides better pricing for
commodity crops
▪ Commodity Crops include barley, chickpeas (small and large), corn, cotton (upland and extra-long
staple), dry peas, grain sorghum, honey, lentils, mohair, oats, peanuts, rice (long and medium grain),
soybeans, unshorn pelts, wheat, wool (graded and nongraded); and other oilseeds, including canola,
crambe, flaxseed, mustard seed, rapeseed, safflower, sunflower seed, and sesame seed. Seed cotton
and sugar are not eligible.
▪ For the most current rates/terms, check with your local FSA office
▪
▪
▪
▪
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Commodity Credit Corporation Funding
▪

The Commodity Credit Corporation is a wholly government owned corporation used to
implement specific programs including domestic farm income programs, price support
programs and conservation programs.

▪

$14 Billion was allocated to CCC for unreimbursed but realized losses incurred prior to the
passage of the CARES Act. CCC has a line of credit from the federal treasury up to $30B.
CCC was expected to reach $29.6B of that Line of Credit by October 1, 2020.

▪

The authorized allocation is not a new spending or a direct appropriation, but rather an
authorization to spend additional Line of Credit (LOC) funds.

▪

Aside from the CCC LOC, it is unclear how the remainder of the funds will be allocated.
Speculation as to whether a new Market Facilitation Program iteration will occur is
discussed, however no confirmation currently exists.
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Risk Management Agency: Crop Insurance
◦ Crop Insurance

◦ Extend dates for production reports
◦ More time to pay and deferred interest
◦ Other reporting and transactional flexibility

COVID-19 Existence alone is not a qualifying insurable loss. Coverage usually requires losses from
too much or too little precipitation, insects, plant disease, or other natural causes. Even a Whole
Farm Revenue Protection policy may not offer coverage due to complicated coverage specifics.
Changes in production should be discussed and approved by the insurance provider. GET IT IN
WRITING.
RMA has issued Managers Bulletins: Maximize remote communications, reminder of producers
rights to request an agreement after the closing date but on or before the acreage reporting date
but must show the physical inability to request it on or before the close date (ill with COVID/COVID
related issue), if need more time to submit documentation can request extension, changes to
production reporting dates, waiver of interest charges on premiums, extension of certain
deadlines, deferral of collection of unpaid premiums.
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RMA: NAP and Other Coverage
▪Check RMA periodically for new bulletins.
▪ https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Policy-and-Procedure/Bulletins-and-Memos
▪ https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Policy-and-Procedure/Bulletins-and-Memos/ManagersBulletins

▪Example: https://fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/RS21212.pdf
▪ Lines out NAP coverage, Livestock Indemnity Provisions, Livestock Forage Disaster
Provisions, etc.

▪CARES Act does not provide any authorization for COVID-19 related impacts to
trigger loss determinations under RMA programs.
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CARES Funding; USDA Office of the Secretary
◦ $9.5B to Office of Secretary for Disaster Relief
◦ Not for commodity crops except dairy
◦ Targeting local food systems like restaurants, grocery stores, schools, and farmers markets. Recent
clarifications from USDA staff have also indicated that tribal governments, ITO's and non-profits
incorporated under tribal laws will be eligible to receive food basket benefits to feed people they
serve. The target for acquisitions expended under this appropriation is specialty crop producers and
livestock producers including dairy.

◦ USDA has announced a Coronavirus Food Assistance Program RFP to purchase $3B of food
products from local and regional producers.
◦https://www.ams.usda.gov/selling-food-to-usda/farmers-to-families-food-box

◦ Funds will go to direct support for farmers and USDA Purchases and Distribution in addition
to other possible expenditures. No set aside provisions.
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Agricultural Marketing Service Update
▪ $45M to AMS
▪ To “prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus, domestically or
internationally, including necessary expenses for salary costs associated
with commodity grading, inspecting, and audit activities.”
▪ New RFPs for food product sourcing are supposed to allow a “streamlined”
AMS vendor approval process. We are working with USDA to determine
what that means and how producers can take advantage of streamlined
vendor certification processes to meet the demands of local food systems
disrupted by COVID impacts
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Additional USDA Program CARES Funding
▪$450M to Commodity Assistance Program
▪$100M to Food Distribution Program on Indian
Reservations (FDPIR), split 50/50 between
facility/equipment upgrades and food purchases
▪Native Farm Bill Coalition push to authorize 638
sourcing authority
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CARES Act General Programs
▪ Recovery Rebates for Individuals aka Stimulus Checks

▪ https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/get-my-payment
▪ Generally $1200 per person, $500 per each dependent child.
▪ Phases out as income increases, based on 2019 taxes. If not yet filed, use 2018 taxes.

▪ SBA Programs (First Come, First Served)

▪ Paycheck Protection Program (PPP), $349B initial approp ran out, $310B more appropriated
▪ Economic Injury Disaster Loans

▪ Pandemic Unemployment Insurance- wider pool than those usually eligible including self-employed and
part time job seekers, COVID specific relief components (Can't work because of COVID)
▪ What about farmers?
▪ Previously some question as to whether farmers would be eligible for these stimulus opportunities
▪ Recent guidance and legislation has provided some clarity on eligibility and acceptable documentation
▪ PUA- eligibility based on "primary reliance for income is on the performance of services in the individual’s own business,
or on the individual’s own farm"
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Overview: PPP and EIDL for Producers
PAYCHECK PROTECTION PROGRAM
▪ Forgivable! Up to 100%
▪ 2 year term, 1% interest rate
▪ SBA waived annual servicing fee and
upfront loan guarantee cost
▪ Relaxed underwriting
▪ 6 mos of deferred payments (interest
accrues)
▪ Intended to keep workers on payroll

ECONOMIC INJURY DISASTER LOANS
▪ Administered by Small Business
Administration
▪ Offers EIDL business loans to eligible
entities
▪ SBA loan requirements more relaxed per
CARES Act
▪ Up to $10,000 loan advance, forgivable
▪ Specific categories of production
agriculture are eligible
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PPP Specifics to Farmers
▪

The PPP is available to farms in some circumstances but also to value added
enterprises. The majority of farms will qualify as sole proprietorships or as
self-employed individuals.

▪

Banks and other lenders, including the Farm Credit System, make
guaranteed loans to small businesses. Loans are forgivable, so long as the
business keeps its employees on payroll.

▪

"Tribal business concerns" are also eligible. (New funding/authorization will
allow tribal gaming to access funds to maintain payroll)

▪

Must have less than 500 employees, part time or full time. Employees
principle place of residence must be in the US. Farms that use independent
contractors (1099 workers) cannot use IC's when calculating the farm's PPP
loan. IC's are individually eligible to apply for PPP loan.
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PPP Specifics to Farmers
Four Requirements for Farmers (Self Employed) to apply:
1.

Business/Self-employed operation must have been in operation as of February 15, 2020.*

2.

Must have self-employed income

3.

Principle place of residence in US

4.

Must have filed or intended for file IRS Form 1040 Scheduled C, Guidance expressed that self-employed
farmers can also use Schedule Fs

Not eligible for a PPP loan if previously delinquent or defaulted on a prior SBA loan, engaged in illegal activity,
are considered a "household employer" like for nannies or housekeepers, or have an owner with a 20% or
greater interest that is incarcerated/on probation/on parole/convicted of a felony in the last 5 years or is
presently subject to criminal charges.
It is currently unclear how SBA will treat businesses that are arguably affiliated with a larger business. Must
meet "affiliation" rules. Prior rules limited how contract poultry farmers could access SBA loan funds due
to close ties with poultry integrators/low independent control over production components under rigid
agreements. Farms with production contracts to raise poultry or hogs should contact SBA for clarification.
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PPP Specifics to Farmers
NEEDED DOCUMENTS
Payroll records, payroll tax filings, 1099Misc forms, or income & expense
sheets from sole proprietors

If those are not available, bank records
or other forms like Schedule F to show
qualifying payroll amounts. (Can use
Schedule F, if self-employed)

PAYROLL COSTS
1.

Salaries, wages, commissions

2.

Cash tips

3.

Employee benefits like PTO or paid leave

4.

Severance or dismissal

5.

Group health costs like insurance premiums

6.

Retirement benefits

7.

State/Local taxes based on employee
compensation

8.

Costs are limited to $100,000 per employee per
year

INDIGENOUS FOOD AND AGRICULTURE INITIATIVE

EIDL Specifics to Farmers
▪

Funding recently increased after initial funding was depleted, but not accepting new
applications. Unclear if SBA will accept new applications in the future.

▪

New clarification allows EIDL loans to <500 employee businesses and "Agricultural enterprises”
which include “small business concerns engaged in the production of food and fiber, ranching,
and raising of livestock, aquaculture, and all other farming and agricultural-related industries.”

▪

Must have been in operation as of January 31, 2020. Max Loan amount is $2 million. No
collateral needed for loans up to $25k. Up to $10,000 emergency advance through Dec 31,
2020, forgivable. Emergency advances supposed to arrive in 3 days.

▪

Funds intended to be used to pay sick leave for COVID impacted employees, maintain payroll,
meet increased costs of materials and operations, make rent/mortgage payments, and pay
existing debts.

▪

Loans are forgivable if requirements are met; Keep staff on payroll!

▪

Production vs value added components of operation will likely be treated as one operation.
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Farm-Specific COVID/CARES Act Info
These are great resources to check out.

Farmers' Legal Action Group COVID resourcehttp://www.flaginc.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Updated-Farmers-Guide-to-COVID-19Relief-April-27-2020.pdf
National Sustainable Agriculture Coalitionhttps://sustainableagriculture.net/
USDA Websites
https://www.farmers.gov
https://www.usda.gov/coronavirus
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Off-Farm Business: Program Highlights
USDA Rural Development

Program

Eligible Applicants

Business and
Industry Loan
Guarantee

•
•
•
•
•

Tribes
For- & Non-Profits
Cooperatives
Public Organizations
Sole Proprietors

Program Terms

Food and Agriculture Benefits

General Loan Cap:
$25,000,000
Term: Up to 30-years & up
to 80% guarantee
Project Goals
• Maintain & expand
operations
• Debt refinancing

• Production not eligible for FSA
loan
• Integrated business that also
includes agriculture valueadded processing
• Ag production financed
cannot exceed the lesser of
50% of total loan or $5M

Generally, Population service areas must be <50,000 people. Additional terms apply.
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Off-Farm Business: Program Highlights
USDA Rural Development

Program

Eligible Applicants

Rural
Microenterprise
Microentrepreneur Development
Assistance Program Organizations
intermediaries:
• Tribes
• Nonprofits
• Higher Education Inst.
End User:
• ≤ 10 full − time staff

Program Terms

Food and Agriculture Benefits

Grants (up to $205,000/yr)
• Provide Technical
Assistance
Loans ($50,000-$500,000)
• Term: Up to 20-years
• 2-year deferral
• Working-capital
• Debt refinancing
• Real estate
improvements
• and more …

• Agricultural producers may
qualify as end-users

Generally, Population service areas must be <50,000 people. Additional terms apply.
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Off-Farm Business: Program Highlights
USDA Rural Development

Program

Eligible Applicants

Rural Business
Development Grant

•
•
•
•

Tribes
Nonprofit corporations
Towns/communities
States

Program Terms

Food and Agriculture Benefits

General range: $10,000$500,000
Eligible End User: <50 new
workers and $1M gross
revenue
Project Goals:
Training, technical assistance
• Business planning &
feasibility studies
• Distance learning for job
training
• Business incubation
• Revolving loans for startups & working capital
• Pollution abatement
• Et al.

•

•
•

Produce television programs on
issues important to food
producers
Technical assistance related to
agricultural products
Commercial nurseries and
timber operations
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Generally, Population
service areas must be
<50,000 people.
Additional terms apply.

Rural Development:
COVID-19 Flexibilities
Business & Infrastructure Loan Deferrals Up to 180-Days

Qualifying Guaranteed Loans Issued on/before January 31, 2020:
◦ Programs Include:
• Business & Industry Loan Guarantees
• Rural Energy for America Program (REAP) Loan Guarantees
• Community Facility Loan Guarantees
• Water and Waste Disposal Loan Guarantees
◦ May be offered by lender without agency approval
◦ Not to exceed September 30, 2020

◦ Additional Intermediary Programs: Without USDA Approval
• Intermediary Relending Program
• Rural Business Development Grant
• Rural Economic Development Loan & Grant
• Rural Microentrepreneur Assistance Program
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Housing Financing: Program Highlights
USDA Rural Development

Program

Eligible Applicants

Single Family
Housing Direct
Home Loan

•
•

•
Single Family
Home Loan
Guarantees

•

•
•
•

Program Terms

Need a safe, sanitary home
Be unable to receive financing on
terms/conditions that can reasonably
be expected to meet
Agree to make primary home

•
•

Income > 115% median household
income
Personally occupy home as primary
residence
U.S. citizen, non-citizen national,
Qualified Alien
Be in an eligible service area

Financing Terms
•
•

•
•

< 2,000 sq. ft. property
< Market Value of applicable home loan
limit
Not have in-ground swimming pool
Not for income producing activities

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Purchase home
Build home
Rehabilitate home
Improve home
Relocate home
Installing fixed broadband
Purchasing/installing energy efficiency
Disability accommodations

•
•
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•

Financing as subsidy
Fixed interest rates
modified by payment
assistance
Up to 33 or 38 yr.
payback
100% Financing
90% Guarantee

Rural Development:
COVID-19 Flexibilities
Housing Assistance

Rural Home Loans (Direct Loans)

◦ Reissue Eligibility Certificate: 45 days with two 30-day extensions
◦ Payment Assistance: Borrowers with 10% income loss
◦ Moratorium Assistance:
• Medical expenses not covered by insurance or COVID-19 related job loss
• 60-day moratorium on house payments

Single Family Housing Loan Guarantees

◦ Temporary Exceptions for Lender Verification:
• Appraisals, repair inspection, income verification
• 60-days starting March 27, 2020
◦ Forbearance: 180 days & (optional) an additional 180 days at borrower’s request
◦ Payment Suspension/Reduction: Borrowers facing default or immediate default
due to documented hardship (not to exceed 12 mo.)
◦ Relaxed application process and temporary exceptions
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Housing Financing: Program Highlights
USDA Rural Development

Program

Eligible Applicants

Multifamily
Housing Direct
Loans

•
•
•
•

Program Terms

Tribes
Individuals, associations, partnerships,
cooperatives, incorporated entities
Most state and local government
entities
Cannot obtain commercial credit on
terms that allow affordable rents to
low-income

•
•
•

Buy and improve land and necessary
infrastructure
Construct, improve, and purchase
multifamily rental housing
Residents must include very-low to
moderate income; Elders (over age 62);
people with disabilities
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Financing Terms
•
•

Fixed low interest rate
Up to 30 year payback

Rural Development:
COVID-19 Flexibilities
Housing Assistance

Multifamily Housing Direct Loans (515 Loans)

◦ Evictions & Late Fees: Suspended until July 25, 2020
◦ Mortgage Forbearance: 30 days with option of two 30-day extensions
• Must be requested by borrower

◦ Tenant Certifications Extended: March, April, and May to June 30, 2020
• Tenants can request interim recertification if income changed $50+ per mo.
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Infrastructure Investments
USDA Rural Development

Program

Eligible Applicants

Multifamily
Housing Loan
Guarantees

•
•
•
•

Program Terms

Tribes
Nonprofit organizations
For-profit organizations
Most state and local government
entities

•
•
•
•
•
•

Construct, improve, purchase multifamily
housing
Buy and improve land
Providing necessary infrastructure
Rent capped at 30% of 115% area median
income
Average rent <30% of area medium
income adjusted for family size
At least 5 units
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Financing Terms
•
•

•
•

Up to 90% guarantee
Borrower Limits
o For-profit: 90%
o Non-profit: 97%
Term: 25-40 years
Interest rate negotiated
and fixed

Infrastructure Investments
USDA Rural Development

Program

Eligible Applicants

Community
Facilities Direct
Loan & Grant
Program

•
•
•
•

Program Terms

Tribes
Community-based non-profit
corporations
Public bodies
Service area cannot exceed 20,000
people

•
•

Purchase, construct, and/or improve
essential community facilities
Purchase equipment and pay related
project expenses

Financing Terms
Low interest direct loans
• Term: Lesser of life of
facility, state statute, or
40 yrs.
• Fixed interest rate
Grants
Combination, in addition to
loan guarantee
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Rural Development:
COVID-19 Flexibilities
Housing Assistance

Community Facilities Direct Loans

◦ Payment Deferrals: Through September 30, 2020

• Must be requested by borrower with identifiable cash flow issues
• May be deferred up to 1-yr. due to hardship with written request

INDIGENOUS FOOD AND AGRICULTURE INITIATIVE

Infrastructure Investments
USDA Rural Development

Program

Eligible Applicants

Funds Can be Used For…

Distance Learning
& Telemedicine
Grant

Tribe or Tribal organization
Private corporations
o Non-/for-profit
State agency
Consortium

Capital assets
• 15% match (cash or in-kind)
o Broadband
• $50,000 - $1,000,000
transmission facilities
o Audio, video,
interactive video
equipment
o Terminal and data
terminal equipment
o Hardware and
software
Instructional programming
Technical Assistance

End-user service area must be rural
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Funding Terms

Rural Development:
COVID-19 Flexibilities
Distance Education and Health

Distance Learning & Telemedicine Grant

◦ Second Application Window: Closes July 13, 2020
• CARES Act appropriated $25 million
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Infrastructure Investments
USDA Rural Development

Program

Eligible Applicants

Funds Can be Used For…

Funding Terms

Water & Waste
Disposal Loan &
Grant Program

Tribe or Tribal organization
Private non-profits
State agency

Purchase, building, improving
of…
o Potable water system
o Sewage system
o Solid waste system
o Storm water collection
Related activities of…
o Legal and engineering
o Land purchasing
o Land and water rights
o Permits and start-up cost
o Other related costs/fees

Loans primary financing
o Up to 40-year term
based on useful life
o Fixed interest rates
based on need and
median household
income

End-user service area must be rural or Colonias
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Grant availability subject to
appropriations

Rural Development:
COVID-19 Flexibilities
Water & Waste Disposal Loan & Grant Program

◦ Loan Repayment: Borrowers can request…
• During one-time funds shortage – Using reserve account as short-term solution to onetime funds shortage
• If in good standing – Short-term deferred, reduced, or interest-only payments
◦ Technical Assistance Available:
• Emergency response planning
• Needs assessments and vulnerability studies
• Utility management training
• Alternative Public Notification Methods May be Used
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Infrastructure Investments
USDA Rural Development
Energy and Electric Programs

◦ Combination of Grants, Direct Loans, and Guarantees
• Eligible Applicants: Varies by program, but generally includes
• Tribes
• Business entities
• Agricultural Operations
◦ Program impacts
• Support affordable access to electric utilities
• Audits and technical assistance
• On-grid, small-grid and off-grid electric utilization

Other Telecommunications Programs

◦ Combination of Grants, Direct Loans, and Guarantees
• Eligible Applicants: Varies by program, but generally includes
• Tribes
• Non-profit / for-profit businesses
• Agricultural Operations
◦ Program impacts
• Support affordable access to internet
• Audits and technical assistance
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Infrastructure Investments
USDA Rural Development
Energy and Broadband Flexibilities
•
•
•
•

Annual CPA Audit Extension: April 30, 2020
Reporting Requirements: Waived for existing covenants to June 30, 2020
Site Inspection Waivers: Requested by borrower
Alternative Public Notice

If you are having difficulty accessing Rural Development programs, consider
contacting…
Tedd Buelow
Tribal Liaison, Rural Development
Tedd.Buelow@usda.gov
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Conservation and Natural Resources
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

Timely operational announcements in the wake of COVID-19 concerns:

• All USDA Service Centers, including NRCS Field Offices, are not accessible by person.
• Currently only accessible via phone appointment until further notice.
• NRCS staff are also currently working with producers through mail and online communications, as well
as continuing their field work with appropriate social distancing to help producers with conservation
planning assistance.
• Sign-ups are still being accepted for the following 2018 Farm Bill programs:
•
•
•
•

Environmental Quality Incentives Program
Conservation Stewardship Program
Agricultural Conservation Easement Program
Continuous Enrollment - Conservation Reserve Program
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Conservation and Natural Resources
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
Conservation Reserve Program
◦ Voluntary program where USDA contracts with
producers who retire environmentally sensitive land
from production for a period of 10-15 years in
exchange for annual rental payments and cost share
assistance.
◦ In exchange for payment, participants establish long-term,
resource-conserving species to control soil erosion, improve water
quality, and enhance wildlife habitat throughout the contract
period.

◦ Broken down into two categories – general sign-up
and continuous sign-up.
◦ This year’s window for general sign-up closed on February 28,
2020. However, the continuous sign-ups remain open.

Updated October 2019

◦ Land is automatically accepted into the continuous
sign-up program if certain requirements are met and
the statutory cap nationwide is not exceeded. Not
subject to a competitive bidding during a specific
period like general sign up.
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Conservation and Natural Resources
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
Conservation Stewardship Program
◦ Provides financial and technical assistance to
producers to maintain and adopt additional
conservation activities on their entire operation
◦ Participants are paid to improve, maintain, and
actively manage conservation activities in place at
the time of application and to adopt new
conservation activities during the life of the five-year
enrollment contract
◦ CSP Funding under 2018 Farm Bill
◦ $700 million in FY2019
◦ $725 million in in FY2020
◦ $750 million in FY 2021
◦ $800 million in FY 2022
◦ $1 billion in FY2023
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Conservation and Natural Resources
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
Environmental Quality Incentives Program
◦ Provides financial and technical assistance to producers and
private landowners to plan and install structural, vegetative,
and land management practices on eligible lands to alleviate
natural resource problems.
◦ Historically underserved producers are eligible for a 50%
advance payment for costs associated with project.
◦ Carried out through a plan approved by USDA and
developed by the producer that identifies appropriate
conservation practice(s) to address identified concerns on
eligible land
◦ EQIP Funding under 2018 Farm Bill
◦ $1.75 billion in FY2019 and FY2020
◦ $1.8 billion in FY2021
◦ $1.85 billion in FY2022
◦ $2.025 billion in FY2023
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Conservation and Natural Resources
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

Funding Opportunities and Announcements
• Regional Conservation Partnership Program – Alternative Funding Arrangements
• Partnership-based initiative designed to address on-farm, watershed, and regional natural resource
concerns. NRCS invests with key partners, who initiate their own projects, to address specific natural
resource concerns in a state/multistate area or in an agency-identified Critical Conservation Area.
• The 2018 Farm Bill established RCPP as a stand-alone program. Once RCPP projects are selected by USDA,
NRCS works with partners to set aside a pool of money for an awarded project. Producers, landowners, and
selected partners then enter into producer contracts and supplemental agreements with NRCS to carry out
the agreed-to conservation activities. Tribes are eligible partners under this program.
• The USDA-NRCS looks to award $50 million for up to 15 RCPP AFA projects in fiscal year 2020. Additional
information on this opportunity is available in the funding announcement at the following link:
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/PA_NRCSConsumption/download?cid=nrcseprd1576020&ext=pdf.
• The deadline to apply for this opportunity is 11:59pm EDT on May 29, 2020.
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Conservation and Natural Resources
USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

Funding Opportunities and Announcements
• On-Farm Conservation Innovation Grants
• The CIG program is a subprogram of EQIP, with projects aimed at being a “next step” for producers to advance
conservation approaches on their land. Projects selected are specific to identified priorities associated with each funding
announcement. Funds are given to multi-stakeholder partnerships aimed at addressing these areas through innovative
approaches, such as on-farm pilot projects and field demonstrations. Tribes are eligible partners under this program.
• As part of CIG, On-Farm Conservation Innovation Trials provide funding directly to those partners who can then offer
technical assistance and payments to producers interested in implementing emerging practices in their operations. For
2020, interested applicants must address the following areas: Irrigation Management Technologies, Precision Agriculture
Technologies and Strategies, and Soil Health Demonstration Trials.
• As part of the current announcement, the USDA-NRCS looks to award $25 million for CIG On-Farm Trials. Additional
information on this opportunity is available in the funding announcement at the following link:
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=325306.
• The deadline to apply for this opportunity is 11:59pm EDT on May 29, 2020.
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Legislative Opportunities to Streamline
Participant Access and Provide Relief During
the COVID-19 Crisis
• Allow for historically underserved producers (includes Tribes and Tribal producers) to receive 100%
advanced payment for the costs associated with planning, design, materials, equipment, installation,
labor, management, maintenance or training as part of an EQIP project.
• Delay commencing the 90-day requirement period for funds expenditure until the federal Proclamation on
Declaring a National Emergency Concerning the Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Outbreak is lifted.

• Remove the requirement for one year of land "control" prior to participation in NRCS conservation
programs in order to facilitation participating by beginning producers
• Remove the requirement for Tribal citizens, Tribal governments, or Tribal entities to compensate
former lessee of Tribal lands for the installation or maintenance of existing conservation practices.
• For the CSP Program, waive the requirement for a technical service provider where a Native producer
indicates a substantial burden in identifying a producer with credentials necessary and willing to meet
required conservation thresholds on Tribal lands
• Additionally, waive the requirement for a NRCS Cultural Resource archaeological survey conducted on Tribal lands if
the local tribal historic preservation officer has indicated the proposed conservation activity will not cause a
disturbance, allowing producers to proceed in a more effective manner to implement conservation practices.

Native Farm Bill Coalition

USDA Contact Information
Office of Tribal Relations
Diane Cullo
Director of Tribal Relations
Diane.Cullo@usda.gov

Linda Cronin
Deputy Director
Linda.Cronin@usda.gov

Weblinks:

◦ https://www.usda.gov/tribalrelations
◦ https://www.usda.gov/coronavirus
◦ https://www.rd.usda.gov/coronavirus
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Empowering Indian Country through economic development and greater food access
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