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DIVORCE ROADMAP

Information for  pro-se-litigants navigating the
divorce-proecess-in King County Superior Court

King County
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http://www.metrokc.gov/
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- Disclaimer -

The information in this presentation is not legal advice.

The content of the Divorce Roadmap is intended for general information purposes only, and is
not legal advice. Legal advice depends on the specific facts and circumstances of each
individual's situation. Those seeking specific legal advice or assistance should contact an
attorney.

The information in this presentation is only a summary of the law.

The contents of the Divorce Roadmap may not contain complete statements of the law. The
accuracy of the information presented is not guaranteed or warrantied because the law
changes frecquently, and may differ from place to place. Always contact an attorney to get
complete, accurate, and up-to-date legal advice.

Using the Divorce Roadmap does not establish an attorney-client

relationship.

Using this presentation or contacting a Family Court Services or other King County employee
in regards to this presentation does not create an attorney-client relationship. Generally, an
attorney-client relationship is created by a written agreement between you and an attorney in
which the attorney agrees to provide you with legal representation. Information sent by email
may not be treated as confidential. An attorney should be contacted by telephone or in person,
if possible.
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Purpose b,

To'help people going through a divorce

better understand and navigate the legal
system. '}

Divorce can be a challenging and frustrating
process, but if you fake each step one at a time
and make use of the resources available to
you, ¥ou will be sucgessful in getting to where
you Want to go.
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The three topics to be addressed:

1. WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?

:tegal terminology to/geéet you through the
=process

2. NOWWHAT?
The court process

3. HELP ME!
\Where to go forzassistance



1. WHAT DOES THAT MEAN?

LEGAL TERMINOLOGY TO HELP YOU GET THROUGHTHE ~ PROCESS

(ol AV et o s Y- 2 oo S e i A VRN [ S s o s R T I o Mo il el ¥ s e o
-The Rt. Rev. H.H. Williams

DINSIOIRUARI®I\\R ADivorce

AParty or litigant = Any person involved \
In a court action.

APetitioner* = The person who STARTS

THE the action.

PLAYERS ARespondent = The person who is
RESPONDING to the action.

APro Se = A party that does not have
an attorney. /

|

*There is ALWAYS a Petitioner and a Respondent, even if both sides (parties) agree.



AProvided by the clerk at the time of filing, it provides the
important dates applicable to your case. The petitioner must
serve a copy to the other parties. It may be the only notice of
deadlines you receive. Failure to comply may result in sanctions
or dismissal of your case.

ASSig ned JUdge AThe judge assigned to hear your case.

AThe date of the final hearing in your case.

AThe parties must file a Confirmation of Issues which notifies the
court whether or not the parties are ready for trial. It also acts as a
referral to Family Court Services. If all parties do not sign and the
first box is not checked, the parties must attend the status
conference hearing listed on the case schedule.

AA formal hearing between the parties and the court to determine
where the parties are in the process and direct them as to
remaining procedures.
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AAlternative Dispute Resolution = A way to resolve your case
before trial. All parties with disputes involving children must
participate in ADR unless the court waives it.

AMediation = A neutral third person helps the parties to agree
upon an outcome.

AArbitration = The parties agree to let a neutral third person
decide the outcome.

ASettlement Conference = The parties meet with a judge,
commissioner, or experienced attorney in an effort to resolve the
case before trial.

.
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Te | I | po rary AA temporary order gives certain rights and/or protections while the

dissolution is pending. A temporary order may order many things,
O d including restraining orders (see below), orders for maintenance
r e rS (spousal support/alimony), attorney's fees, or use of property.

\
AA restraining order may be entered to prevent injury, loss or
damage. Examples include:
ARestraining a spouse from harassing or coming near the other;
ARestraining a spouse from giving away or selling property, or
taking out loans in both names, or taking a name off insurance
policies.




If you are unable to settle your case, you will receive an Order Setting \
Pretrial Conference (not on Case Schedule) in the mail. The judge will

want to know what issues are agreed upon (if any). The judge will also

make sure all the necessary papers have been filed and that you are ready

to proceed to trial. The judge will also want to know if you and the other

party have taken the parenting seminar. At the end of your Pretrial

Conference the judge will give you a copy of the  Order on Pretrial
Conference. Read this order carefully, as it may possibly change

deadlines . )

FAMILY LAW AMa_ndatory for éll unrepresented parﬁes to RCW 26.09 |
ORIENTATION (FLO) actions.

AMandatory for of all parties in matters involving minor
children.

\?

AFamily Court Services works with p'arents who have
difficulty developing a parenting plan for their children
following separation, divorce and/or on  -going parental

A special department of Superior Court assigned responsibility under
Local Rules for certain short matters and emergency or unopposed orders.

Visit “www.washingtonlawhelp.org for more terminology.

conflicts. Commonly call ed JoFC(


http://www.washingtonlawhelp.org/

IMPORTAN T

0 Be sure o mform' the court It your address
~ changes! | : "

1 You must provrde an address for Iegal servrce

u It does not necessarily need to be an address
~ where you reside é .. s

u Misit the Domestic - Violence Advocates in- room
2B (I\/IRJC) or €213 (KCCH) for mformatron on
~ address confrdentralrty | for vrctrms of domestrc

- vrolence ;
i . To update your address with the court |
":f,ile.a Notlrlce of,Cha.nge otf,A



http://protectionorder.org/

2. NOW WHAT?

What is required to obtain a divorce in Washington State?

THE COURT PROCESS

YOURTO-DO LIST (TAKE IT ONE STEP AT A TIME):
Forms

Filing 45
Case Schedule R
Service
FLO and Mandatory Parenting Semina
Restraining Orders/Temporary Orderx
Status Comterence

Family Court Services

Settlement Conference

Pretrial Conference

Finalizing your dissolution: AGREEMENT o




THE COURT PROCESS

STEPONE: Ask yourself whether your
_divorce Is agreed or contested.

The answer impacts how you will
complete your to -do list.




AGREED or CONTESTED?

AGREED e b CONTESTED
| |
deci

We know who gets what . Di sputed or stil/l

DEBT ALLOCATION ‘

We know who pays what. Disputed or still undecided...

PARENTING PLAN Q

i Wehaveworkedoutaplan. D| sputed or stil]l Wor Kir
CHILD SUPPORT*

138 We already have one or we agree. Di sputed or stil I__ Worki r

*Cértain things are req:uir_ed by statute in C:hilpl Support agreerﬁents and
you may be limited in what you can add, leave out, or agree to-( - e.9., |
parties cannot generally agree to provide no child support).



 AGREED DISSOLUTION:
THE COURT PROCESS

1. FILE

A Present
completed
forms at the
cl er kos
and pay the
$290 filing
fee.

U

3. FINALIZE

A Schedule your final
hearing date with the clerk.
You must choose a date that
Is at least 14 days from the
date you file (no earlier

than 91 days after filing,
service, or joinder ).

A Present final documents
(completed and signed) at
your hearing. There is also
a $30 fee due at the time of
the hearing. The fee may
be reduced to $10 if you
make less than $20,000 per
year after taxes, or $5 if

you receive state benefits
such as state issued health
insurance, TANF or
SSI/SSDI. A judicial officer
may waive the fee entirely.



~ CONTESTED DISSOLUTION:
THE COURT PROCESS

1.FILE

A Present completed
forms at t he |c
and pay the filing fee.

. OBTAIN ORDER OF
DEFAULT

( FINALIZE \
A Schedule your final hearing date at least 14 days before you want

to appear (no earlier than 91 days after filing, service or  joinder ).

A Present final documents (completed and signed) at your hearing.

A $30 fee is due at the hearing. The fee may be reduced to $10 if you
make less than $20,000 per year after taxes, or $5 if you are

receiving state benefits such as state issued health insurance, TANF,

\or SSI/SSDI. A judicial officer may waive the fee entirely. )

TRIAL ]




FORMS REQUIRED TO FILE

AGREED B | CONTESTED
v Case Information B &7 Case Inforrnatron
= Covershest B e ae s CoUdiSheei
v Petition for Drssolutron % Summons * _ j
% Vital Statlstrcs Form '--f__% Petition for Drssolutron i
% Confidential Information % Vital Statistics Form _'
Form il Z Confrdentral Informatron
- % Note for Motion Docket S Form' -
- Kentor Seattle e g Proposed Parentrnq Plan (|f-
% Prooosed Parenting Plan: (if ~minor children involved)

. minor chrldren |nvoIved)

oA summons* is required in contested cases This form grves the respondent _
- notice that a lawstuit has been filed and provrdes |nformat|on regardrng the_ '
time frame for filing a response | = =


http://www.kingcounty.gov/courts/~/media/courts/scforms/documents/General/CICSdoc.ashx
http://www.courts.wa.gov/forms/documents/dr1_0100.doc
http://www.courts.wa.gov/forms/documents/DrPsCu9_0200.doc
http://www.kingcounty.gov/courts/~/media/courts/scforms/documents/General/NotMotDktKNTdoc_9_AM_.ashx
http://www.kingcounty.gov/courts/~/media/courts/scforms/documents/General/NotMotSEAdoc9AM.ashx
http://www.courts.wa.gov/forms/documents/dr1_0400.doc
http://www.kingcounty.gov/courts/~/media/courts/scforms/documents/General/CICSdoc.ashx
http://www.courts.wa.gov/forms/documents/dr1_0200.doc
http://www.courts.wa.gov/forms/documents/dr1_0100.doc
http://www.courts.wa.gov/forms/documents/DrPsCu9_0200.doc
http://www.courts.wa.gov/forms/documents/dr1_0400.doc

WHERE TO GET THE FORMS

v, Free on the internet

A wwwicourts.wa:gov/formsy
A www.Kingecounty.gov/courts/FamilyCourt/facilitator.aspx

i elo i ot < e R B oot B R R T e b3 e RGO
' A King County Courthouse '

516 Third Avenue, Rm. E609
Seattle; WA 98104

A Maleng Regional Justice Center
401 4" Ave.No. Rm. 2C
Kent, WA 98032

wEOtr . ta fee ‘at ‘the Fanifieeri:-Law Facil it

A King County Courthouse
Room:W-382
(206) 477-2553

A Maleng Regional Justice Center
Room 3-D '
(206) 477-2781 .


http://www.courts.wa.gov/forms/
http://www.kingcounty.gov/courts/FamilyCourt/facilitator.aspx

FILING YOUR CASE

wEiling at the Clerkos

Take the original and two sets of copies of the forms | |

tos ot Cl e rndkgs - O Faliage Tee-led i i e ingaliceir
new case (if your child has ever received public
assistance, you will need three sets of copies ).

V. You must pay the Clerk a $290 filing fee or obtain
an Order Re: Waiver of Civil Filing Fees and :
Surcharges ( Kent or Seattle) which waives the filing
fee If you qualify. '

V Ask the Clerk to stamp the case number on your
copies, or make sure that you copy your case

number on your copies. Take the stamped copies
from the Clerk. The Clerk will keep the originals.

V. The Clerk will give you two Case Schedules
including information regardlng the parentlng

seminar and the family law handbook.

King County Courthouse - Seattle

Maleng Regional Justice Center - Kent


http://www.kingcounty.gov/courts/~/media/courts/scforms/documents/General/Kentparty.ashx
http://www.kingcounty.gov/courts/~/media/courts/scforms/documents/General/Seattleparty.ashx

