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Welcome, as we gather here to worship! 

Sunday, July 10, 2022 

Fifth Sunday After Pentecost 

Order of Service 
Ushers: Joseph Daniels and Thomas Matthews 

Min. Nena Hughes, Worship Leader 

Prelude .............................................................. Rev. Henry Tindal 

Lighting of the Candles ........................................................ Usher 

Gathering Song........................... St. Mark’s Choir/Congregation 

“Sweet, Sweet Spirit” 

There’s a sweet, sweet Spirit in this place, and I know that it’s the 
spirit of the Lord; There are sweet expressions on each face, and I 
know they feel the presence of the Lord. Sweet holy Spirt, sweet 
heavenly Dove, stay right here with us filling us with your love; 
and for these blessings we lift our hearts in praise; without a doubt 
we’ll know that we have been revived when we shall leave this 
place. 

Greeting/Call to Worship ................................ Min. Nena Hughes 

Leader: When we see differences, we can make judgements. 

People: Heal us, O Lord. 

Leader: When we experience differences, we wonder about 
ourselves. 

People: Heal us, O Lord. 

Leader: When we welcome others who may be different from us. 

People: Then we can feel the healing of the master. 

ALL: Heal us, O LORD! 



Hymn of Praise .............................................. Choir/Congregation 

“What a Fellowship” 
1 What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the 

everlasting arms; what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Refrain: 
Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; 
leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

2 O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, leaning on the 
everlasting arms; O how bright the path grows from day to day, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. [Refrain] 

3 What have I to dread, what have I to fear, leaning on the 
everlasting arms? I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, 
leaning on the everlasting arms. [Refrain] 

Prayer of Confession and Assurance (Unison) 

Holy God, your truth challenges us to see the reality of who we are 
in our sinfulness. Our thoughts are not your thoughts, nor our ways 
your ways. Because we fail to keep clear the difference between 
being loyal citizens of an earthly nation and citizens of your realm, 
we easily lose the perspective of Jesus. But you call us to be salt 
and leaven, to speak and live the gospel in the society in which we 
live and to give what is due to Caesar but to God what is to be 
given to God. Forgive, O God, for all of our failures and cleanse us 
of our sins. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer (sung) .................................. St. Mark’s Choir 

The Invocation .................................................. Min. Nena Hughes 
Song of Meditation ........................................ St. Mark’s Choir 

The Prayer of Illumination (Unison) 

Almighty God, in you are the hidden treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge, open our ears, hearts, and mind afresh to the wonders 
of your Word. Give us grace in this time of worship to freely 
choose the way of your wisdom, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



Scripture Reading #1 ....................................... Min. Nena Hughes 
(Amos 7:7–17, Common English Bible) 

A vision of a plumb line 
7 This is what the Lord showed me: The Lord was standing by a 
wall, with a plumb line in his hand. 8 The Lord said to me, “Amos, 
what do you see?” 

“A plumb line,” I said. 
Then the Lord said, 
“See, I am setting a plumb line 
    in the middle of my people Israel. 
        I will never again forgive them. 
9 The shrines of Isaac will be made desolate, 
            and the holy places of Israel will be laid waste, 
            and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the 
sword.” 

Exchange between Amaziah, Jeroboam, and Amos 
10 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, reported to Israel’s King 
Jeroboam, “Amos has plotted against you within the house of 
Israel. The land isn’t able to cope with everything that he is 
saying. 11 Amos has said, ‘Jeroboam will die by the sword, and 
Israel will be forced out of its land.’” 
12 Amaziah said to Amos, “You who see things, go, run away to 
the land of Judah, eat your bread there, and prophesy there; 13 but 
never again prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s holy place and 
his royal house.” 
14 Amos answered Amaziah, “I am not a prophet, nor am I a 
prophet’s son; but I am a shepherd, and a trimmer of sycamore 
trees. 15 But the Lord took me from shepherding the flock, and 
the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.’ 
16 “Now then hear the Lord’s word. 
    You say, ‘Don’t prophesy against Israel, 
        and don’t preach 
        against the house of Isaac.’ 
17 “Therefore, the Lord proclaims: 
    ‘Your wife will become a prostitute in the city, 
        and your sons and your daughters will fall by the sword, 
        and your land will be measured and divided up; 



    you yourself will die in an unclean land, 
        and Israel will surely be taken away from its land.’” 

Scripture Reading #2 ....................................... Min. Nena Hughes 
(Colossians 1:1–14, Common English Bible) 

Greeting 

1 From Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by God’s will, and Timothy 
our brother. 
2 To the holy and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae. 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father. 

Thanksgiving and prayer for the Colossians 
3 We always give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, when we pray for you. 4 We’ve done this since we heard of 
your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all God’s people. 5 You 
have this faith and love because of the hope reserved for you in 
heaven. You previously heard about this hope through the true 
message, the good news, 6 which has come to you. This message 
has been bearing fruit and growing among you since the day you 
heard and truly understood God’s grace, in the same way that it is 
bearing fruit and growing in the whole world. 7 You learned it from 
Epaphras, who is the fellow slave we love and Christ’s faithful 
minister for your sake. 8 He informed us of your love in the Spirit. 
9 Because of this, since the day we heard about you, we haven’t 
stopped praying for you and asking for you to be filled with the 
knowledge of God’s will, with all wisdom and spiritual 
understanding. 10 We’re praying this so that you can live lives that 
are worthy of the Lord and pleasing to him in every way: by 
producing fruit in every good work and growing in the knowledge 
of God; 11 by being strengthened through his glorious might so that 
you endure everything and have patience; 12 and by giving thanks 
with joy to the Father. He made it so you could take part in the 
inheritance, in light granted to God’s holy people. 13 He rescued us 
from the control of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of 
the Son he loves. 14 He set us free through the Son and forgave our 
sins. 

Tithes and Offering 
Blessing of Offering ..................................... Min. Nena Hughes 



Selection .............................................................. St. Mark’s Choir 

Scripture Reading #3 ....................................... Min. Nena Hughes 
(Luke 8:26–39, Common English Bible) 

Jesus frees a demon-possessed man 
26 Jesus and his disciples sailed to the Gerasenes’ land, which is 
across the lake from Galilee. 27 As soon as Jesus got out of the 
boat, a certain man met him. The man was from the city and was 
possessed by demons. For a long time, he had lived among the 
tombs, naked and homeless. 28 When he saw Jesus, he shrieked and 
fell down before him. Then he shouted, “What have you to do with 
me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, don’t torture 
me!” 29 He said this because Jesus had already commanded the 
unclean spirit to come out of the man. Many times it had taken 
possession of him, so he would be bound with leg irons and chains 
and placed under guard. But he would break his restraints, and the 
demon would force him into the wilderness. 
30 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” 

“Legion,” he replied, because many demons had entered 
him. 31 They pleaded with him not to order them to go back into the 
abyss.[a] 32 A large herd of pigs was feeding on the hillside. The 
demons begged Jesus to let them go into the pigs. Jesus gave them 
permission, 33 and the demons left the man and entered the pigs. 
The herd rushed down the cliff into the lake and drowned. 
34 When those who tended the pigs saw what happened, they ran 
away and told the story in the city and in the countryside. 35 People 
came to see what had happened. They came to Jesus and found the 
man from whom the demons had gone. He was sitting at Jesus’ 
feet, fully dressed and completely sane. They were filled with 
awe. 36 Those people who had actually seen what had happened 
told them how the demon-possessed man had been delivered. 
37 Then everyone gathered from the region of the Gerasenes asked 
Jesus to leave their area because they were overcome with fear. So 
he got into the boat and returned across the lake. 38 The man from 
whom the demons had gone begged to come along with Jesus as 
one of his disciples. Jesus sent him away, saying, 39 “Return home 
and tell the story of what God has done for you.” So he went 
throughout the city proclaiming what Jesus had done for him. 



Doxology – “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures 
here be low; praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

Hymn of Preparation ......................................... St. Mark’s Choir 

Inspirational Message ........................ Rev. Eugene W. Matthews 

“And Now – The Good News” 
Praise and Prayer Concerns 

Invitation / Altar Call ........................ Rev. Eugene W. Matthews 
Invitation Selection ....................................... St. Mark’s Choir 



Announcements 
Pray Daily at Noon 

Please remember to pray daily at NOON. Some areas to 
include in your prayer, can include the pandemic, racial 
healing, government leaders, educational challenges, and 
most importantly for our sick and shut-ins and each other. 

The Kumeh-Poh family, whose historical roots are in Liberia, will 
be worshipping with us on Sunday, July 31st, for our morning 
worship and they will be observing a “Reunion of Prayer” service 
with us. Sister Gbeh-Kumeh-Korta, a member of our congregation, 
is also a member of the Kumeh family. Her uncle, Marcus Kumeh 
is the coordinator of the weekend celebration. Additional 
information will be forthcoming as related to how we will 
accommodate the Kumeh-Poh family for their family celebration. 

Women of St. Mark’s — We need a woman or group of women 
to volunteer to Chair Women’s Day (November 20th).  There will 
be a brief meeting of the women following the morning service. 

Ushers and Liturgist Needed 

The following Bible selections are provided for this week: 

July 11th – July 17th 

Day 192 — Matthew 13:44–52 
Day 193 — Luke 8:22–56 
Day 194 — Matthew 9:27–38 
 

Day 195 — Mark 6:1–13 
Day 196 — Matthew 10:16–42 
Day 197 — Mark 6:14–29 
Day 198 — Matthew14:13–36 

Ladies Roundtable — On hiatus (watch for startup date) 

Wednesday Night Experience — On hiatus, classes resume 
September 7th 

Thursday, July 16th (7:00 p.m.) — No choir rehearsal 

Saturday, September 3rd (8:00 a.m., Rain 
or Shine) — 10th Annual In-Person & 
Virtual Diabetes 5K Run/Walk/Fun 
Walk at Alice B. McCullough Field 



(Montgomery & Eighth Street, Laurel, MD). USATF Certified 
Course professionally timed by Blue Cheetah Sports Timing, 
LLC. For Online Registration/Additional Information go to 
Runsignup.com/Race/MD/Laurel/EmancipationDay5k. 

 

Exhibition Opened at The Laurel 
Museum, 817 Main Street, Laurel 
Hours 12:00–4:00 p.m. Saturday/Sunday 

Group Outing — I have reserved 20 orchestra seats to see 
“Tina – The Musical” at the National Theater (Washington, DC) 
on Saturday, October 15th at 2:00 pm. Tickets: $115 per ticket. 
Reserve your ticket, you can make payments with all money being 
due by September 11th.  As usual, we will try to provide 
transportation. 

Note from Finance: First, let us give a big thank you to all that 
have been giving. This is a reminder that there are several ways to 
get your offering to the church: 

1. You can drop it off at the church and place it in church mailbox 
2. You can mail it to the church (601 Eighth Street, Laurel, MD 

20707) 
3. You can use on-line giving (Give–St. Marks — 

https://www.shelbygiving.com/app/giving/stmarkslmd) 

Again, thank you. Just remember, even during the pandemic, the 
church building still has obligations that need to be met. 



 

 



 

 



“Proclaiming Christ to the generations...  
Equipping disciples to transform the world” 

Special Prayers / Sick and Shut-In List: If you hear of anyone 
that is in need of special prayer or is taken to the hospital, please 
contact: Rev. Eugene Matthews (443.257.2730 (cell), 
410.379.0600 (home), reveugene@comcast.net) 

All branches of the Military, Anthony Latney, Bernice Jackson, 
Brenda Jackson, Floyd Hughes Sr., Shawn Settles, Jannette Shuford-
Reeves, Gail Edwards (Gemma’s cousin), Chantel Ashley, 
Beverly Wright, Phillip Reese, Larry Powell, Naomi Williams (Ms. 
Cynthia’s Mom); Leah Henry, Sonja Smith, Marvin Hebron, 
Francis Desouza (Gemma’s son), Eric Smith, Nena Hughes, 
Gloria Thomas, Rev. George F. DeFord, Wanda Dumas, Tyrone 
Mundell, Joan Moore, Ernestine Gibson, Mildred Awkward, Grace 
Elaine Catchings, James Matthews, Birdie Walker, Paul Browder, 
Lamar Payne, Kevin Miller, Hannah Polk 

Eunice Dumas 
1909 Sheffield Court 
Severn, MD 21144 
410.551.2435 

Umbrenda Fisher 
9160 Charlton Place 
Douglasville, GA 39135 

Ruth Miller 
1206 Peachwood Ln. 
Bowie, MD 20716 
240.245.4560 

Edlin Chambers 
14904 4th Street 
Laurel, MD 
347.423.2764 

 


