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4) The Value of Education 

 In the Greek and Roman World… 

o Very few had access to education 

o Boys from rich or powerful families 

o Reading was for the elite and wealthy 

o Sparta: schools for good soldiers, not scholars – most couldn‟t even read by graduation 

o Athens: schools for the arts (the works of Homer, how to play the lyre) 

o Rome: wealthy families hired private Greek tutors or sent them to private academies 

 Eventually poor families had access to small, makeshift private schools 

o Most people didn‟t go to school and didn‟t know how to read, write, or do math 

 Then Jesus Came… 

o John Ortberg in Who Is This Man? – “Jesus' teaching ability is often overlooked because He 

taught not to transfer information but to transform lives.” 

 Gospel translated into 2,527 languages, next most translated book is Don Quixote (60 

languages) 

 Harvey Cox in When Jesus Came to Harvard  – “The words [of the Sermon on the 

Mount] are the most luminous, most quoted, most analyzed, most contested, most 

influential moral and religious discourse in all of human history.” 

o Jesus taught anyone who would listen, regardless of age, gender or social status: 

 Men from various social classes, women, upper class people, Gentiles, intellectuals and 

religious leaders, the old, the young… 

o Jesus showed that education was vital 

 Mark 12:30 – …you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 

soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. 

 The Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20) – Part of what Jesus told them was to make 

disciples and “[teach] them to observe all that I have commanded you” 

 The Early Church Took Jesus‟ Command to Teach Seriously 

o Acts 5:42 – And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching 

and preaching that the Christ is Jesus. 

o catechesis = disciples taught both men and women fundamentals of the faith 

 Education Beyond Christianity 

o Justin Martyr (150 AD): founded the first schools open to both men and women, slave and free, 

one in Rome and one in Ephesus 

o Irish Monks (5th c.): Rome was overrun by Germanic barbarian tribes, but Irish monks preserved 

learning in Europe 

 Out of their work came modern universities 

o First Universities (12th c.): Founded by Christians to promote the Gospel 

 Oxford (13th c.) motto = “The Lord is my light.” 

o Protestant Reformation and Priesthood of the Believer (16th c.): The church preached we are all 

priests before God, therefore, we are all responsible to read and understand God‟s word for 

ourselves, therefore, we all should be able to read and write 

o The New World (America) 

 The Old Deluder Satan Act (1647) – “It being a chief product of that Old Deluder, Satan, 

to keep men from the knowledge of the Scriptures... and to the end that learning may not 

be buried in the graves of our forefathers.” 

 Harvard University – founded by Puritans within 6 years of landing in the wilderness 

 Quote: Student Handbook – “Let every student be plainly instructed and earnestly 

pressed to consider well [that] the main end of his life and studies is to know God 



and Jesus Christ, which is eternal life (John 17:3), and therefore to lay Christ... as 

the only foundation of all sound knowledge and learning.” 

 All but 1 school started before the Revolution were started to spread Christianity 

 92% of first 138 colleges and universities founded in America were begun specifically to 

train and equip followers of Jesus 

 More than Just Schools… 

o Modern libraries (St. Benedict called “the godfather of libraries”) 

o Science traces its origin back to Christians of Medieval Europe 

o Many technological advancements trace their origin or their spread back to Christians wanting to 

alleviate suffering, take dominion on the planet, worship God better, or spread the Gospel 

o Languages and alphabets trace their origins back to Jesus and His followers, who wanted all 

people to be able to read and write about Jesus in their own language 

o Movements to promote universal literacy and free schools for all trace their origin back to Jesus‟ 

followers 

 

8) The Sanctity of Marriage 

 In the Greek and Roman World… 

o Except for Israel, Sex Outside Marriage was the Norm 

 Roman law and social norms promoted the “sexual adventures” of married men 

 Pseudo-Demosthenes (1st c.) – “We have mistresses for our enjoyment, 

concubines to serve our needs, and wives to bear legitimate children.” 

 Married men were encouraged to frequent prostitutes, unmarried men to use slaves 

 Professor Kelly Olson of Western University – “Married men could sleep with anyone as 

long as they kept their hands off other men's wives.” 

 If he did sleep with another man‟s wife, he just paid her husband for damages 

 Women were expected to remain faithful to their husbands 

o Immorality was a Part of Life 

 Prostitution, sex slaves, homosexuality, pornography all normal 

 Pedophilia was acceptable and encouraged 

 Tatian – “[Greeks and Romans] try to round up herds of boys like herds of 

grazing mares.” 

 Emperor Commodus had 300 young boys as sex slaves 

 Emperor Nero did vile things to small children 

o Marriage was about Politics and Money 

 Not seen as something created by God, something holy, something spiritual 

 Families married for political power or money 

 The Roman state required upper-classes marry so they would produce children for the 

Empire 

 Slaves (30-60% of the Empire) were forbidden from marriage 

 20% of girls married before 13 years old 

 Divorce was common and easy: one husband divorced his wife because she made copies 

of the house keys 

o The Gods Were Less than Helpful 

 Fertility Cults – worship by sleeping with a prostitute 

 Greek and Roman gods (Zeus, Poseidon, Aphrodite) were famous for their promiscuity 

 Then Jesus Came… 

o Marriage is more than a political/social agreement. It‟s something holy, something spiritual, 

something which God has done (“What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate.” 

– Matthew 19:6) 

o Marriage is an act of divine creation, God creating one new thing out of 2 separate people 

(Matthew 19:5) 



o Marriage is for one man and one woman, for life (Matthew 19:3-10) (“What therefore God has 

joined together, let not man separate.” - Matthew 19:6) 

o Hard stance against adultery and divorce, for both the man and the woman (Matthew 5:32,  19:9) 

o He spoke strongly against lust 

 Matthew 5:27-28 – 27 You have heard that it was said, „You shall not commit adultery.‟ 

28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already 

committed adultery with her in his heart. 

o He warned, “out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false 

witness, slander.” (Matthew 15:19) 

o He warned that children were not to be abused or used sexually like the Greeks and Romans did. 

 Matthew 18:6 – but whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it 

would be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be 

drowned in the depth of the sea.  

o Jesus taught a radical new view of sex and marriage 

 This view was so radical that even some of His own disciples said it would be better not 

to get married (Matthew 19:10) 

 John Ortberg, Who Is This Man? – “For Greco-Roman culture, the idea of reserving 

sexual intimacy wasn't quaint and old-fashioned… it was new and revolutionary.” 

 The Church Lived Differently 

o Hebrews 13:4 – Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, 

for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. 

o 1 Timothy 5:1-2 – 1 Do not rebuke an older man but encourage him as you would a father, 

younger men as brothers, 2 older women as mothers, younger women as sisters, in all purity. 

o 1 Corinthians 6:18 – Flee from sexual immorality… 

 The city of Corinth: 

 Harbor town known for sexual promiscuity 

 Temple to Aphrodite (Greek goddess of love) with 1000 temple prostitutes 

 korinthiazo = a slang term coined by Greek writer Aristophanes which meant to 

have sex 

o 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 – 9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of 

God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men 

who practice homosexuality, 10 nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor 

swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were 

washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the 

Spirit of our God. 

 

9) Racism as Something Negative 

 Before Jesus, Racism was the Norm 

o Jews vs Gentiles 

o Jews vs Samaritans 

o Greeks and Romans vs Barbarians 

 “barbarian” = a racial slur picking on how non-Greeks sounded like they were speaking 

gibberish 

o Chinese vs Western Demons 

 “barbarian” = yang gui zi = lit. “demons from western seas” 

 Barbarians came from huà wài zhī dì = lit. “lands beyond moral influence” 

 The Chinese even built a massive wall to keep outsiders out 

 Then Jesus Came… 

o Jesus showed that people from all nations are the same before God 

o The Samaritans 

 Jesus often portrayed Samaritans as the heroes of His stories 



 Luke 9:51-56 – The disciples wanted to burn down a city of Samaritans. Jesus refused. 

 The Woman at the Well (John 4) – Jesus went out of His way to travel through Samaria, 

befriended the Samaritan woman at the well, preached to her, then stuck around to 

encourage a revival 

 The Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37) – The Jewish priest and Levite ignored a man in 

need, but the Samaritan helped him 

 Jesus healed 10 lepers, but only one thanked Him, the Samaritan (Luke 17:11-19) 

o He healed the Roman Centurion‟s servant (Luke 7:1-10), proclaiming about this Gentile man, 

“Not even in Israel have I found such faith!” 

o He had his longest recorded dialogue with the Gentile Syro-Phoenician woman, healing her 

daughter and telling her, “O woman, great is your faith!” (Matthew 15:21-28) 

o He healed the man with the legion of demons in the Decapolis, a center of Greeks and Romans 

(Mark 5:1-20) 

o Though Jesus‟ primary mission was to the Jewish people, He showed that none deserve to be 

excluded as “barbarians” 

 The Church was Incredibly Diverse 

o The birth of the church happened when Peter preached to at least 16 different ethnicities in 

Jerusalem (Acts 2) 

 Acts 2:9-11 – 9 Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 

and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 

Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11 both Jews and proselytes, Cretans 

and Arabians… 

o Revival in Samaria (Acts 8) – Philip preached Jesus to the Samaritans and revival broke out. 

o Peter‟s Vision (Acts 10) – Peter had a vision in which Jesus told him, “What God has made 

clean, do not call common.” (Acts 10:15) 

o Afterward, he preached at Cornelius‟s house (a Gentile), the Holy Spirit fell on them, and they 

all got baptized into Jesus 

o Galatians 3:28 – There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male 

and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

o Ephesians 2:14 – For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in 

his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 


