
Who Is This Man 11 – Our Modern Worldview 1 

07/10/2022 

 

Mark 4:41 - And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind 

and the sea obey him?” 

 

Review: His Unbelievable Impact 

 Christianity went from 12 disciples to 1/3 of the world’s population (roughly 2.3 billion people) 

 The Bible is the world’s best-selling book, translated into more languages than any other 

 Our Dating System 

 Yearly Calendar 

 The Week 

 People’s Names 

 Geography and Maps 

 The Development of Science 

 The Development and Spread of Technology 

 Language 

 Art 

 Music 

 Cultural Concepts 

o Limited government 

o Freedom of conscience 

o Freedom of speech 

o Right to property 

o Right to a fair trial 

o Right to self-defense 

o Peaceful Resistance 

o Separation of church and state 

o Individual responsibility 

o Forgiveness as a virtue 

o Humility as a virtue 

o Sexual purity as a virtue 

o The nuclear family as something of an accepted norm 

o Human dignity 

o Compassion for the weak 

o Children as worthy of protection and care 

o The sick and hurting as worthy of care 

o Women as having value and worth 

o Hypocrisy as a negative quality 

o Pride as a negative quality 

o Protestant work ethic 

o The honor of physical work 

o The high place of serving 

o The value of education and learning 

o Logic and rationality as good 

 

1) Human Dignity 

 In the ancient world 

o The powerful and beautiful were honored. 

o Greeks and Romans praised physical strength and athletic skill in the Olympics. 



o The general understanding was that only the king bore the image of God (and sometimes was 

worshiped as such, ie. Pharaoh, Caesar…) 

 Jesus showed that every life had value and worth, even the poor, deformed, sick, or weak. All of us bear 

God’s image 

 

Children 

 In the ancient world, children were valued only for how much they would benefit the family or the state 

 Quote: Plato – Famously called children a “mob of motley appetites pains and pleasures” 

 Quote: Pliny the Elder – “None among all the animals is so prone to tears.” 

 Quote: Plutarch – said that until 8th day children were “more like a plant than a human being” 

 Quote: O.M. Bakke in When Children Became People: The Birth of Childhood in Early Christianity – 

“Children were noted for fear, weakness, and helplessness... To be a child was to be dependent, 

defenseless, fragile, vulnerable, at risk.” 

 Abortion, infanticide, and exposure were normal before Jesus 

o By Roman law, you could legally kill your child until the 8th day 

o Roman law required baby boys born w/defects be killed instantly 

o Unwanted children were often thrown to wild animals as food or left in the sewers to die. 

o Many babies were left in dumps or thrown on dung hills 

 Most of the exposed babies died… but slave traders would also go to the dumps and dung 

piles and collect babies to sell into slavery 

 Hundreds of ancient names are variants of “kopros” (Greek word for “poop”) – likely the 

babies rescued from the dung piles 

 But Jesus changed all that… 

o Matthew 18:3-4 – …unless you turn and become like children, you will never enter the kingdom 

of heaven. Whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

o Matthew 19:14 – Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for to such belongs 

the kingdom of heaven. 

 Early Christian Response 

o Christian communities were the first places to ban abortion, infanticide, and exposure 

o Followers of Jesus were the first to start orphanages 

o “god parents” – a concept that came about so that children had someone who would care for 

them if their parents died 

 

2) Compassion for the Weak and Hurting 

 Deformities 

o In the ancient world, anything deformed was unclean 

o Rome and Greece demanded babies with deformities be killed 

o Even in the Bible, the deformed, crippled, blind, lame, etc. were banned from the Temple 

o But Jesus associated with blind, lame, lepers… and He healed them 

 Sicknesses 

o Outside of the Jewish culture, the ancient world didn’t really have much of a concept of caring 

for the sick 

o Jesus not only healed the sick but commanded His followers to do the same… and they did 

o Followers of Jesus (Basil the Great and Gregory of Nyssa) built the first homes to care for lepers, 

which became the world’s first hospitals 

o An early Church Council declared that wherever a cathedral was built, they also had to build a 

hospital 

o Plague of Galen (165 AD) – smallpox epidemic in the Roman Empire 

 Quote: Thucydides in History of the Peloponnesian War – “They died with no one to 

look after them. Indeed there were many houses in which all the inhabitants perished 

through lack of any intention for care. The bodies of the dying were heaped up, one on 



top of the other... No fear of god or law of man had a restraining influence... At the first 

onset of the disease, they pushed the sufferers away and fled from their dearest, throwing 

them into the roads before they were dead and treated unburied corpses as dirt, hoping 

thereby to avert the spread and contagion of the fatal disease." 

 In total, the plague killed 1/4 – 1/3 of the population 

 In cities where Christians didn’t go, 30% to 100% of population died. 

 In cities where Christians went, only about 10% died 

 Slavery 

o In the ancient world, slavery was everywhere 

 30-60% of entire Greco-Roman world were slaves 

 Slavery was a normal, accepted part of life 

 No one thought it possible for a nation to function without slaves 

 Greek / Roman philosophers supported slavery 

 Under Roman Law, slaves were “non habens personam” (lit. “not having a person” / “not 

having a face”) 

 Roman masters had legal power of life and death over their slaves 

 Slaves could be tortured to obtain testimony in court 

 Quote: Aristotle (4th c. BC) – “A slave is a sort of living piece of property… a tool in 

charge of other tools.” 

o But Jesus declared that we are all image bearers of God, even slaves… and He came not to 

enslave us but to set us free 

 “there is… neither slave nor free” (Paul in Colossians 3:28) 

 Gregory of Nyssa (A.D. 330–395) became the first to condemn slavery as an institution 

 Prisoners 

o In the ancient world, prisons were hellholes for the guilty to waste away 

 No food, no visitors, no comforts, no rights… 

o But Jesus said, “I was in prison and you came to me” (Matthew 25:36), directing His disciples to 

care even for prisoners that the world hated. 

 Jesus’ followers visited prisoners, ministered to the inmates, and worked to reform prison 

systems around the world. 

 Lucian (2nd c. pagan writer) noted with surprise that when a Christian was put in prison, 

other Christians would visit him with food, rather than ignore him like the pagans did 

 Matthew 25:40 – Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to 

me. 

 Quote: Mark Nelson – “If you ask what is Jesus’ influence on … compassion, I would suggest that 

wherever you have an institution of self-giving for the lonely… schools, hospitals, hospices, orphanages 

for those who will never be able to repay, this probably has its roots in the movement of Jesus.” 

 

3) The Worth and Value of Women 

 Women were Unwanted 

o Law of Romulus (Roman law) said parents must raise all healthy boy babies, but they were only 

responsible to raise their first daughter. Any other daughters could, if they chose, be killed. 

o Quote: 1st century Roman man in a letter to his pregnant wife – “If you deliver our child [before 

I come home] if it is a boy, keep it; if a girl, discard it.” 

o Quote: Posidippus (3rd c. BC) – “Everyone raises a son even if he is poor… but exposes a 

daughter even if he is rich.” 

o Greco-Roman world had a shortage of women (For every 140 men, there were only 100 women) 

o Among 600 families in Delphi, only 6 raised more than 1 daughter 

 Women were Considered Inferior 

o Women were seen as inferior to men, almost like property 

o Women were generally denied an education 



o Women would rarely be allowed to travel, usually staying at home 

o In Ancient Athens, women were legally classified as a “child,” no matter their age or intelligence 

o If a Greco-Roman woman was hurt or injured, compensation went to her husband or father, not 

to her, because she was considered property 

o Women couldn’t be adopted 

o Women couldn’t receive an inheritance 

o Women were under the legal authority of a “guardian,” even as adults 

 Caesar Augustus decreed that a woman could be liberated from her guardian, but only 

after birthing 4 children 

o Not much different in the Jewish world 

 Quote: A Rabbi Before Jesus – “better that Torah should be burned than taught to a 

woman” 

 Another rabbi thanked God that he wasn’t made “a Gentile, a fool, or a woman” 

 And then Jesus came, treating women with honor, dignity, and respect 

o His longest recorded conversation was with the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4) 

o He allowed groups of women to travel with Him and His disciples 

 Luke 8:1-3 – 1 Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, proclaiming and 

bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with him, 2 and 

also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: Mary, called 

Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, 3 and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, 

Herod's household manager, and Susanna, and many others, who provided for them out 

of their means. 

o He allowed Mary to sit at His feet and learn from Him alongside the men (Luke 10:38-42) 

o When all the men but John fled at the Crucifixion… the women stayed (John 19:25) 

o After the Crucifixion, the women were the first to see Him resurrected… and the first to preach 

the resurrected Jesus (Luke 23-24) 

 The early church followed in Jesus’ footsteps 

o Galatians 3:28 – There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is no male 

and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 

o The Bible shows women prophetesses and deaconesses, women filled with the Spirit and 

ministering in the power of the Spirit, women hosting churches, women spreading the Gospel… 

o Women were highly active in the early church 

 Some suggest that the majority of early Christians were women 

 Example: Early Church in Cirta, N Africa – 16 men’s tunics, 82 women’s tunics, 38 

women’s veils, 47 pairs of women’s slippers 

 

Elements of our traditional Judeo-Christian worldview, things which make up our modern world, are under 

attack today. 

 How do we restore these things to our worldview as a culture? 

o The same way they came to be in the first place, by preaching Jesus, letting His kingdom expand, 

and letting the Holy Spirit change hearts and minds. 

o Don’t waste time and energy fighting each individual battle over the issues, but get at the root 

cause, rejection of the Gospel. 


