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Mark 4:39-41 - 39 And He awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” And the wind 

ceased, and there was a great calm. 40 He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 41 

And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind and the sea 

obey him?” 

 

He’s the Sheep and the Shepherd 

 Revelation 7:9-12, 17 – 9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, 

from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, 

“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 And all the angels were 

standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their 

faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and 

thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” … 17 the Lamb 

in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and 

God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

 Revelation 14:4 – “It is these who follow the Lamb wherever he goes.” 

 

Some Background on Shepherding 

 Shepherding is one of the world’s most ancient professions 

o Historical / archeological evidence of shepherding as far back as 3000 BC 

 Shepherding started around Asia Minor and then spread elsewhere 

 Cultures around the world and throughout history have shepherds 

 Religions around the world include important references to shepherds – Judaism, Christianity, Islam… 

some eastern religions… even ancient Greek and Mesopotamian mythologies 

 

Israel and Shepherds 

 The Bible is Full of Shepherds 

o Adam and Eve’s son Abel was a shepherd (Genesis 4) 

o Abraham and Lot both shepherded flocks of sheep (Genesis 13) 

o Isaac had flocks he tended (Genesis 26) 

o Jacob was a shepherd (Genesis 27) 

o Joseph and his brothers (Jacob’s sons) were shepherds (Genesis 37) 

o Jacob’s descendents (the Israelites) were all shepherds (Genesis 46) 

o Moses was a shepherd for 40 years in Midian, before leading the people out of Egypt (Exodus 3) 

o King David was a shepherd before becoming king (1 Samuel 16-17) 

o The prophet Amos was a shepherd (Amos 1:1) 

o The birth of Jesus was first announced to and by shepherds (Luke 2) 

 Many of Israel’s founders, national heroes, and most important figures were shepherds in one way, 

shape, or form! 

o Why? Because God wants to get it that He is a shepherd and we are sheep 

 God is Israel’s Shepherd 

o The Old Testament often refers to God as a Shepherd and Israel as His flock 

o Psalm 78:52 – refers to the Exodus, says God “led out his people like sheep” and “guided 

them… like a flock” 

o Psalm 80:1 – calls God the “Shepherd of Israel” 

o Psalm 95:6-7 – 6 Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the Lord, our 

Maker! 7 For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 



o Psalm 100:3 - Know that the Lord, he is God! It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his 

people, and the sheep of his pasture. 

 

No Other Profession is Quite Like Shepherding 

 You don’t have anyone quite like shepherds for any other animals 

 Quote: Savvy Farm Life (website) – “Sheep are especially special and need a little help keeping out of 

trouble” 

 Sheep Need their Shepherd 

o Sheep are the one animal that cannot survive in the wild without a person caring for it. 

o Shepherds live with their sheep… eating and sleeping alongside them 

o Shepherds lead their sheep to food and water 

o Shepherds keep their sheep from wandering 

o Shepherds learn to recognize individual sheep and tell them apart 

o Shepherds can tell when the sheep have problems… so they care for them and heal them 

o Shepherds protect their sheep from dangers 

o Shepherds train their sheep to recognize the sound of their voice 

 

The Ideal Relationship with God 

 The Bible paints the ideal relationship with God as being that of a happy sheep with its good shepherd 

 Psalm 23 

o Vs. 1-2 – 1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 2 He makes me lie down in green 

pastures. He leads me beside still waters. 

 Sheep will only lay down if 4 conditions are met: 1) they are not hungry, 2) they have no 

bugs in their wool, 3) they’re not scared, and 4) there’s no tension in the flock 

o Vs. 3-4 – He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 4 Even 

though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

 Shepherds had 3 main tools: 

 Sling: used to drive off enemies or startle a wandering sheep back into the fold) 

 Rod: a short, thick wooden club with a knob at the end, used to knock out 

predators, beat off thieves, and also to discipline a wandering sheep 

 Staff: the shepherd’s crook, used to pull a wandering sheep back onto the trail or 

out of a ravine 

o 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my 

cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall 

dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 

 

But Israel Rejected God as their Shepherd 

 1 Kings 22:17 – …I saw all Israel scattered on the mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd. And the 

Lord said, “These have no master; let each return to his home in peace.” 

 

Bad Shepherds Reigned in Israel 

 But, like it or not, we are sheep… and sheep need a shepherd. So if the sheep reject their true shepherd, 

God, what happens? Bad shepherds take their place. 

 Ezekiel 34:1-6  – 1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of 

Israel; prophesy, and say to them, even to the shepherds, Thus says the Lord God: Ah, shepherds of 

Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? 3 You eat the fat, you 

clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, but you do not feed the sheep. 4 The weak 

you have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you have not bound up, the strayed 

you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought, and with force and harshness you have ruled 

them. 5 So they were scattered, because there was no shepherd, and they became food for all the wild 



beasts. My sheep were scattered; 6 they wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. My 

sheep were scattered over all the face of the earth, with none to search or seek for them. 

 This is what happened in Israel as they cast off their Good Shepherd. It’s also true in our lives as 

individuals when we rebel against God, and true in our nation as we’ve turned our back on God in many 

ways. 

 

The Good News: A Shepherd is Coming 

 Ezekiel 34:10-12 – 10 Thus says the Lord God, Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I will require 

my sheep at their hand and put a stop to their feeding the sheep. No longer shall the shepherds feed 

themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, that they may not be food for them. 11 “For thus 

says the Lord God: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek them out. 12 As a 

shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my 

sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of clouds and 

thick darkness. 

 Ezekiel 34:15-16 – 15 I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I myself will make them lie down, 

declares the Lord God. 16 I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the 

injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in 

justice. 

 Ezekiel 34:23 – 23 And I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: 

he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 

 Ezekiel 34:25 – I will make with them a covenant of peace and banish wild beasts from the land, so that 

they may dwell securely in the wilderness and sleep in the woods. 

 Ezekiel 34:28 – They shall no more be a prey to the nations, nor shall the beasts of the land devour 

them. They shall dwell securely, and none shall make them afraid. 

 Ezekiel 34:30-31 – 30 And they shall know that I am the Lord their God with them, and that they, the 

house of Israel, are my people, declares the Lord God. 31 And you are my sheep, human sheep of my 

pasture, and I am your God, declares the Lord God. 

 Ezekiel 37:24 – My servant David shall be king over them, and they shall all have one shepherd. They 

shall walk in my rules and be careful to obey my statutes. 

 Isaiah 40:10-11 – 10 Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his 

reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will 

gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 

 Micah 2:12 – I will surely assemble all of you, O Jacob; I will gather the remnant of Israel; I will set 

them together like sheep in a fold, like a flock in its pasture, a noisy multitude of men. 

 

Jesus Came – Our Good Shepherd 

 John 10:11-16, 27 – 11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 

He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and 

leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a 

hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own 

know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my 

voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd… 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and 

they follow me. 

 

1 Peter 2:24-25 – 24 He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25 For you were straying like sheep, but have now 

returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

 

 

How Should We Respond? 



 1) We Need to Surrender our Authority to Him 

o Quote: W. Phillip Keller, A Shepherd Looks at the Good Shepherd and His Sheep – “The only 

One who really has a right to manage the fold of my life is not myself, but God.” 

 2) We Need to Be Near to Him 

o Quote: W. Phillip Keller, A Shepherd Looks at the Good Shepherd and His Sheep – “What 

Christ asks us to do as His followers is to concentrate on keeping close to Him....There is simply 

no substitute for this wondrous relationship with Him in a warped world.” 

 3) We Need to Obey His Leading 

o Quote: W. Phillip Keller, A Shepherd Looks at the Good Shepherd and His Sheep – “It is 

presumption of the worst sort to claim His commitments to us, made so freely and in such 

generosity, while at the same time refusing to comply with His commands or wishes because of 

our own inherent selfish desires.” 

 

 


