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Luke 19:28-40– 28 And when [Jesus] had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 When 

he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, 30 

saying, ―Go into the village in front of you, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on which no one has 

ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‗Why are you untying it?‘ you shall say this: ‗The 

Lord has need of it.‘‖ 32 So those who were sent went away and found it just as he had told them. 33 And as 

they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, ―Why are you untying the colt?‖ 34 And they said, ―The 

Lord has need of it.‖ 35 And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 

36 And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the road. 37 As he was drawing near—already on the way 

down the Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud 

voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, 38 saying, ―Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the 

Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!‖ 39 And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, 

―Teacher, rebuke your disciples.‖ 40 He answered, ―I tell you, if these were silent, the very stones would cry 

out.‖ 

 

Zechariah 9:9 – Rejoice greatly, daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king 

is coming to you; He is righteous and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a 

colt, the foal of a donkey. 

 

Jesus is the Prophesied King and Judge Who Would Come 

 Acts 7:26-28, 35-37 – 26 And on the following day he appeared to them as they were quarreling and 

tried to reconcile them, saying, ‗Men, you are brothers. Why do you wrong each other?‘ 27 But the man 

who was wronging his neighbor thrust him aside, saying, ‗Who made you a ruler and a judge over us? 

28 Do you want to kill me as you killed the Egyptian yesterday?‘ 35 This Moses, whom they rejected, 

saying, ‗Who made you a ruler and a judge?‘—this man God sent as both ruler and redeemer by the 

hand of the angel who appeared to him in the bush. 36 This man led them out, performing wonders and 

signs in Egypt and at the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years. 37 This is the Moses who said to 

the Israelites, ‗God will raise up for you a prophet like me from your brothers.‘ 

 Psalm 72:1-4 – 72 Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the royal son! 2 May he 

judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice! 3 Let the mountains bear prosperity 

for the people, and the hills, in righteousness! 4 May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give 

deliverance to the children of the needy, and crush the oppressor! 

 

Defining King and Judge 

 ―king‖ = Gk. basileus = a king, ruler, or emperor... one possessing royal authority… 

o The king‘s house was called basilike oikia (or basilike for short)… and that‘s where our word 

―basilica‖ comes from  

o Dictionary.com = ―a man who holds by life tenure, and usually by hereditary right, the chief 

authority over a country and people‖ 

 ―judge‖ = Gk. krites = a judge, magistrate, or ruler... 

o Comes from a root word (krino) meaning to separate or distinguish between things and make a 

determination of right and wrong...  

o Homer used the word to talk about separating wheat from chaff 

o The Athenians used this word to talk about the judges of a poetry contest, who would determine 

which poems were best 

 

Jesus is the King 

 Jesus‘ Contemporaries Understood He was King of a New Kingdom 

o Especially Matthew focused on this aspect of who Jesus is 



o The angel Gabriel told Mary, ―The Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and 

he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.‖ (Luke 

1:32-33) 

o He was born in the line of the kings of Israel, a ―son of David‖ (Matthew 1:1) 

o As a child, the wise men recognized him as the new ―king‖ and even gave gifts fitting for a king 

(Matthew 2:1-2) 

o When Philip brought Nathanael to Jesus, Nathanael declared, ―Rabbi, you are the Son of God! 

You are the King of Israel!‖ (John 1:49) 

o The crowds at one point were trying to make Jesus an earthly king (John 6:15) 

o The crowds greeted His entry into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday) as a Conquering King (Luke 19:28-

40) 

 In Jesus‘ Life He Demonstrated He was King by His Actions 

o He demonstrated authority over sickness, death, demons, the weather (calmed the storm), food 

(multiplied it, turned water into wine), and even natural laws (walking on water, flying, walking 

through walls) 

o No one had power over Him, not even to take His life 

 Not crowds of people, not religious leaders, not His disciples, not His mother and 

brothers, not Herod, not Pilate, not the Jewish Council, not the High Priest, not Judas 

 Much of His Ministry was Focused on the Idea of His Kingdom… 

o You could argue Jesus‘ first message was that the kingdom of God was coming with Him 

(Matthew 4:17) 

o He preached the ―gospel of the Kingdom‖ everywhere he went (Matthew 4:23, Luke 4:43, etc.) 

o He sent the 12 disciples out to proclaim the Kingdom of God had come (Matthew 10:7, Luke 

9:2) 

o He sent the 72 disciples out to proclaim the Kingdom of God had come (Luke 10:1-12) 

o Jesus declared to the Pharisees that His works were evidence that the Kingdom of God had 

already come upon them (Matthew 12:26-28) 

o He told the Pharisees ―the kingdom of God is in the midst of you‖ (Luke 17:20-21) 

o He told His disciples to pray, ―Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven‖ (Matthew 6:10) 

o He told Pilate, ―My kingdom is not of this world‖ (John 18:36) 

o He promised that the ―gospel of the Kingdom‖ would be preached to the whole earth (Matthew 

24:14) 

o After Jesus‘ death and resurrection… 

 Philip preached the kingdom of God to Samaria (Acts 8:12) 

 Paul went to Ephesus, where he was ―reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom 

of God‖ (Acts 19:8) 

 In prison in Rome, great crowds of Jews came to Paul and, ―From morning till evening he 

expounded to them, testifying to the kingdom of God‖ (Acts 28:23) 

o The NT talks a lot about the Kingdom of God 

 The Numbers: 

 Kingdom of God – 67 verses 

 Kingdom of Heaven – 31 verses (all Matthew) 

 Kingdom of the Father [of the Righteous] – 1 verse 

 Kingdom of Christ –  1 verse 

 Kingdom of His Beloved Son – 1 verse 

 Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ – 1 verse 

 Kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ – 1 verse 

 Paul said God ―delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 

kingdom of his beloved Son‖ (Col 1:13) 

 His Kingdom is ―a kingdom that cannot be shaken‖ (Heb 12:28) 



 His Kingdom is ―the eternal kingdom‖ (2 Peter 1:11) 

 Even Jesus‘ Enemies Revealed He was the Real King… 

o King Herod, fearing a competitor, hunted down the boy Jesus and even killed every boy in 

Bethlehem in an attempt to kill the new King before He could take the throne (Matthew 2:13-18) 

o The Jewish Council told Pilate Jesus was ―saying that he himself is Christ, a king.‖ (Luke 23:2) 

o When Pilate asked Jesus if He was the king of the Jews, Jesus basically agreed, saying, ―You 

said it.‖ (Matthew 27:11) 

o Pilate's soldiers mocked Him: gave Him a king's robe, a crown of thorns, and a stick for a royal 

scepter… knelt down before Him and declared, ―Hail, King of the Jews!‖ (Matthew 27:27-31) 

o When He was crucified, they put a sign above His head which read ―This is Jesus, the King of 

the Jews‖ (Matthew 27:37) 

 It was written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek… foreshadowing how Jesus is not just the 

King of Israel but the King of all people 

o At His crucifixion, the priests and scribes mocked him, ―Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come 

down now from the cross‖ (Mark 15:31-32) 

o After his death and resurrection, critics in Thessalonica complained that Jesus‘ followers ―are all 

acting against the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.‖ (Acts 17:7) 

 The Writers of the NT Proclaim it Proudly… 

o Paul called Jesus ―the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God‖ (1 Timothy 1:17) 

o Also Paul: ―the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords‖ (1 Timothy 

6:15) 

o The writer of Hebrews said Jesus is a type of Melchizedek (Hebrews 7) 

 ―Melchizedek‖ = in Heb. lit. ―king of righteousness‖ 

 He was the ―king of Salem‖ 

o John called Him ―King of the nations‖ (Revelation 15:3) and ―the ruler of kings on earth‖ 

(Revelation 1:5) 

 

Jesus is the Judge 

 Jesus Himself Declared That He is the Only Righteous Judge 

o Especially John focused on this aspect of who Jesus is 

o Part of why He came was to bring ―judgment‖ (John 9:39) 

o He said the Father ―has given all judgment to the Son‖ (John 5:22-23) 

o The Father gave Him ―authority to execute judgment‖ (John 5:27) 

o He said He brought judgment on ―the world‖ (John 12:31) and ―the ruler of this world [Satan]‖ 

(John 16:11) 

o He said He didn‘t need to judge those who reject Him, because ―the word that I have spoken will 

judge him‖ (John 12:48) 

o He contrasted Himself with a wicked, unrighteous judge (Luke 18:1-8) 

 Paul called Him a ―righteous judge‖ (2 Timothy 4:8) 

 Peter said He ―judges impartially‖ (1 Peter 1:17) 

o He said His judgment is ―just‖ (John 5:30) and ―true‖ (John 8:16) 

o Paul noted that His judgment disciplines us, ―so that we may not be condemned‖ (1 Corinthians 

11:32) 

 In Jesus‘ Ministry He Often Acted as a Judge 

o The Pharisees are always asking Him questions (often to trap Him) 

 ―Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?‖ (Matthew 12:10) 

 ―Is it lawful to divorce one's wife?‖ (Matthew 19:3) 

 ―Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar?‖ (Matthew 22:17) 

o He acted as a Judge when He told the Paralytic, ―Your sins are forgiven you‖ (Luke 5:20) 

o He did it again when the prostitute, broken over her sins, kissed His feet and anointed them with 

oil – ―Your sins are forgiven‖ (Luke 7:48) 



o The Woman Caught in Adultery (John 8:1-11) 

 John 8:10-11 – 10 Jesus stood up and said to her, ―Woman, where are they? Has no one 

condemned you?‖ 11 She said, ―No one, Lord.‖ And Jesus said, ―Neither do I condemn 

you; go, and from now on sin no more.‖ 

 The Writers of the NT Proclaim it Proudly… 

o Peter called Him, ―judge of the living and the dead‖ (Acts 10:42) 

o The writer of Hebrews called Him ―the judge of all‖ (Heb 12:23) 

 

Jesus is the Coming King and Judge 

 There is a greater fulfillment of His role as both King and Judge that is still to come 

 One day ―every knee will bow before Him and every tongue confess that He is Lord‖ (Romans 14:11) 

 One day He will return and ―judge the world in righteousness‖ (Acts 17:31). He will judge all ―the 

living and the dead‖ (2 Timothy 4:1) 

 Matthew 25:31-34 – 31 When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 

will sit on his glorious throne. 32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people 

one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 And he will place the sheep on his 

right, but the goats on the left. 34 Then the King will say to those on his right, ―Come, you who are 

blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world…‖ 

 Revelation 19:11-16 – 11 Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is 

called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he judges and makes war. 12 His eyes are like a flame of 

fire, and on his head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. 13 He 

is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. 14 And the 

armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. 15 From 

his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod 

of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. 16 On his robe and on 

his thigh he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords. 

 

What Do Kings Do? 

 Kings establish and expand their kingdoms 

 Kings make war and defeat the enemies of the kingdom 

 Kings create and enforce just laws 

 

What Do Judges Do? 

 Judges judge 

 Judges discover, reveal, and declare the truth 

 Judges determine rewards and punishments 

 Judges have power to deliver people from their enemies 


