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Mark 4:41 - And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is this, that even the wind 

and the sea obey him?” 

 

Jesus Saved You FROM One Life… and INTO Another 

 Colossians 1:9-14 – 9 And so, from the day we heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that 

you may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding, 10 so as to 

walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in every good work and 

increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 being strengthened with all power, according to his glorious 

might, for all endurance and patience with joy; 12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to 

share in the inheritance of the saints in light. 13 He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and 

transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of 

sins. 

 1 Thessalonians 2:11-12 - 11 For you know how, like a father with his children, 12 we exhorted each 

one of you and encouraged you and charged you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who calls you into 

his own kingdom and glory. 

 

Lord Defined 

 “Lord” = kurios = Master, lord, boss… one who exercises absolute ownership rights… one who has the 

power of life and death over a person 

o Bill Mounce: 1) A general term of respect, 2) A title for a person of higher status, 3) A master of 

property or slaves 

 Some Background… 

o Kurios Started as an Adjective 

  Having power or authority in a situation… possessing legal power over another… 

having supreme authority… having the right to command 

 Being in possession of someone or something… having ownership 

 Lawful, valid, legitimate, authorized… 

 Important, decisive, principal, primary… 

 Competent, empowered, entitled (in the good sense, like “the bearer of this certificate is 

entitled to a free ice cream cone”)… 

 There‟s an element of goodness and rightness to it… 

o Kurios Became a Noun 

 First occurs as a noun in 1st half of 4th c. BC 

 Two fixed meanings: 

 1) The lawful owner of a slave (a master) 

 2) A person in a particular place, serving for a specific purpose, in authority over 

certain things or people 

o The lord over a subjugated people 

o The head of a household 

o The guardian of an unmarried woman 

 Always contains the idea of legality and authority 

 There‟s a strong personal connection involved between you and a kurios. It‟s not a distant 

relationship or a philosophical idea. Your kurios has a very real, direct impact on your 

life. 

 Another similar Greek word is despotes, which means an owner, but with overtones of 

highhandedness (a despot, a tyrannical king)… and the despotes isn‟t the one with final 

say, the kurios is. 

o Kurios and the Gods 



 Early Greek Viewpoint: 

 The gods are not kurios… In the earliest period, they‟re rarely called kurios 

 They didn‟t view the gods as authorities to be obeyed 

 We‟re not dependent on the gods like slaves are dependent on their masters for 

survival 

 We don‟t owe the gods allegiance 

 You don‟t have real relationships with the gods 

 The gods are men and women like us, subject to frailties, sins, deeds of heroism, 

and the power of fate 

 They do their thing and we try to do ours 

 Eastern Viewpoint: 

 Greek Empire expanded eastward, encountering new cultural viewpoints 

 Quote: Werner Foerseter in Theological Dictionary of the New Testament – “For 

[Eastern religions] the gods are the lords of reality. Destiny is in their hands. The 

individual man is personally responsible to the gods who made him… They are 

the lords of the world and all its component parts. They are the lords of destiny 

and the lords of men.” 

 In the East, gods had direct, personal impact on your life 

 Greek Old Testament (Septuagint) 

o Around this time (250-300 BC), the Hebrews translated their Scriptures 

into Greek, the Septuagint. 

o When God revealed Himself to Moses, He told him His name – Yahweh 

o When they translated “Yahweh” into Greek, they chose the word Kurios 

o A Shift in the 1
st
 c. BC 

 This Eastern viewpoint of the gods became the dominant one in Greek society 

 Starting in the 1st c. BC, the Greeks began referring to their gods as kurios 

 Isis (originally an Egyptian god, adopted by the Greeks) became the first Greek 

god referred to as kurios (lord) 

 The term was soon applied to other gods as well 

 Then rulers and high government officials also took it up 

 12 BC – Emperor Augustus was called Theos Kai Kurios (“God and Lord”) in 

Egypt 

 Many others were called Kurios Basileus (“Lord and King”) – Herod the Great, 

King Agrippa, Queen Candace 

o The Roman World 

 The Romans first resisted this impulse to call their leaders “God” and “Lord” 

 They too eventually applied the title kurios to their emperors as well (dominus in Latin) 

 Nero (A.D. 54-68) was called “Lord of All the World” 

 66 AD: King Tiridates of Persia travelled to Rome (a journey of 3000+ miles one-

way) to give homage to Nero as his “Lord” and “God” 

 After Nero, it became fashionable for Roman Emperors to call themselves “Lord” 

o And this is when the NT was being written and the writers chose to use the word kurios to 

describe Jesus 

 Kurios in the New Testament 

o Kurios appears in the NT 717 times 

o Some Interesting Uses: 

 An owner of possessions 

 An employer or boss 

 A husband within a marriage 

 Most often it‟s used for God (whether referring to the Father, the Son, or the Holy Spirit) 

 Above all, it‟s used for Jesus… especially the resurrected Jesus 



 

You Want Jesus as Your Lord and Master 

 You want Jesus as your Kurios, your Lord and Master! It‟s a good thing. 

 Slavery in the Old Testament 

 

Lordship is a Daily Thing 

 Luke 9:23-26 – 23 …If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily 

and follow me. 24 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake 

will save it. 25 For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself? 

26 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man be ashamed when he 

comes in his glory and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 

o “follow” = akoloutheó = lit. to go down a road together 

 

I’m Not Just Talking About Moving 

 The point is that you live with a heart posture that says, “Jesus is the master.” 

 Quote: Hudson Taylor – “Christ is either Lord of all, or He is not Lord at all.” 

 Matthew 7:21-23 – 21 Not everyone who says to me, „Lord, Lord,‟ will enter the kingdom of heaven, 

but the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, „Lord, 

Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works 

in your name?‟ 23 And then will I declare to them, „I never knew you; depart from me, you workers of 

lawlessness.‟ 


