
❖STATEMENT OF FAITH From the Confession of Belhar (1986) 

[We believe] that God has entrusted the church with the message of 

reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ; that the church is called to be the 

salt of the earth and the light of the world, that the church is called blessed 

because it is a peacemaker, that the church is witness both by word and by 

deed to the new heaven and the new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

[We believe] that God’s lifegiving Word and Spirit has conquered the powers 

of sin and death, and therefore also of irreconciliation and hatred, bitterness 

and enmity, that God’s lifegiving Word and Spirit will enable the church to 

live in a new obedience which can open new possibilities of life for society and 

the world… 

 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD  
THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 

temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

PRESENTATION OF OUR TITHES, OFFERINGS AND COMMITMENTS 

OFFERTORY 
 ❖RESPONSE OF THANKSGIVING #607  Trinitarian Doxology 

 ❖PRAYER OF DEDICATION   

 

SENDING 
❖HYMN #343  Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life 
 

❖CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

❖POSTLUDE 
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New Hanover Presbyterian Church is a congregation 
of the Presbyterian Church (USA) and the Presbytery 

of the James. We welcome you! 

The Exhibition of 

the Kingdom of 
God  

to the World 
 

The Exhibition of 

the Kingdom of 
God  



 

New Hanover Presbyterian Church 
We Seek to Nurture Disciples of Jesus Christ to be Active Witnesses in the World 

to the Good News of God’s Transforming Grace in Jesus Christ Our Lord 

 

The Lord’s Day, May 29, 2022  THE SEVENTH SUNDAY IN EASTER 
 

❖  = Please stand in body or in spirit   •   Unison responses are in bold print 

Greet each other in the name of Jesus and prepare for worship. 

You may use this reading to assist you in your preparation: 
 

This much is certain, that we have no theological right to set any sort of limits to the 

loving-kindness of God which has appeared in Jesus Christ. Our theological duty is to 

see and understand it as being still greater than we had seen before. 

 — Karl Barth, Swiss Reformed Theologian (1886-1968) 

 

GOD’S PEOPLE GATHER 
GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Elder Carolyn Shute 
 

Welcome Visitors!  

PRELUDE   
 

REMEMBERING OUR BAPTISM  The Rev. Dr. Robert Johnson 
 

❖CALL TO WORSHIP  From Psalm 86 

There is none like you, O Lord, 

nor are there any works like yours. 

All the nations you have made shall come 

and bow down before you, O Lord, 

and shall glorify your name. 

For you are great and do wondrous things, 

you alone are God. 
 

❖PRAYER OF ADORATION 
 

❖HYMN #314  Christ Be Our Light 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION   The Rev. Dr. Felecia Douglass 
 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

O God, we acknowledge that every family on earth is named with your name, 

And that every face and every soul hold the treasure of your divine image. 

You have given us the task and the ministry of reconciliation in this world. 

We are embarrassed because we have allowed the church you intended  

to be a life-giving spring of blessing to become deformed into a place of judgment, 

condemnation and personal gratification. 

We have neglected to stand against the world when it advocates that we treat others 

with less than the love, respect and compassion that Jesus’ modeled for us. 

We have too often imported the partial, self-servings “truths”  

of faction, party and nation 

and substituted them for the actual compassion  

taught by the one who is the Way, the Truth and the Life. 

Forgive us for we have forgotten that the church is called to be – 

 a showplace of grace,   

  a model of forgiveness and redemption and 

  a channel for torrents of mercy. 

Forgive us, Lord. 

Revive us, and remake us into the demonstration  

of the love, saving mercy and unending providence of God we are meant to be. 

We pray this in the name and for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 

(silent prayer) 
 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON  
 

RESPONSE OF PRAISE #630  Fairest Lord Jesus v. 3 
 

❖THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
 

Exchange the peace of Christ with one another. 
 

THE WORD 
 

TIME WITH THE CHILDREN   
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 
 

GOSPEL LESSON  Matthew 25:31-46 
 

EPISTLE LESSON 1  Romans 12:1-21 
 

EPISTLE LESSON 2  Ephesians 1:3-14 
 

SERMON The Exhibition of the Kingdom of God to the World The Six Great Ends, #6 
 

❖HYMN #351  All Who Love and Serve Your City 


