
• Raising wages, closing the wealth gap, strengthening Social
Security

• Lowering health care costs; ensuring all Americans have
access to quality, affordable health care; stabilizing Medicare
and Medicaid

100% Dedicated
to turning Arkansas blue

On the morning that I learned that Roe had been 
overturned, I was just entering a business zoom 
meeting. There was a much younger lady on the call 
who had to speak and had a lot of responsibility at the 
meeting.  I knew she also had just learned the news.  
She struggled mightily and successfully to maintain 
her composure during that call. I wanted to cry just 
watching her. 
I grew up with an overbearing father, who made all of 
my decisions for me. I left home as soon as I could, 
and from then on I had a fierce determination to be my 
own boss.
You have heard me say many times that I am very 
fearful that we are losing our democracy.  Well it is 
happening right now, right in front of my eyes. Now it 
is right in front of us, from what we have learned in the 
July 6th hearings and the overturn of Roe.   
I am filled with rage for the people who are tearing 
apart our democracy. They have no fear, and why 

should they - nothing ever happens to them.  So they 
are emboldened, and will continue to tear apart this 
country.
I am also filled with a fervent determination to fight.  
There are two big steps that we can take right now.  
One, is to support our Democratic candidates by 
doing everything possible to help them get elected. 
The other is to register people to vote, help them 
to truly understand the risks of not voting, AND get 
them to the polls. These are the main focus of our 
Democratic Club.
My best to everyone! I look forward to seeing you on 
July 21st at our Democratic Club Annual Summer 
FUN’ RAISER and  Silent Auction!  At this time we have 
confirmation from Cortney McKee, running for State 
Senate in District 6, which includes Hot Springs Village; 
and Pam Whitaker, running for State Treasurer.

Yours truly,

’Nita Brown
President, Democratic Club of Hot Springs Village 
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SUMMER FUN’ RAISER
THURSDAY, JULY 21

@ THE CORONADO COMMUNITY 
CENTER

5pm - 9pm
Time is running out -

GET YOUR TICKET TODAY!

Buy tickets at our website www.hsvdemocrats.com
Music will be performed by singer/songwriter, Shannon 
Hushaw and Rich Jag-Nathan will be our emcee.

Melinda’s will prepare a delicious meal of pork, chicken, or 
vegan with your choice of:
• ROASTED PORK TENDERLOIN topped with a wild 

mushroom & brandy dijon sauce
• CHICKEN COQ AU VIN with rosemary & thyme
• VEGAN MEAL:  WALNUT CHORIZO STUFFED PEPPER 

- topped with a cashew cilantro cream sauce
• SIDES: Green Bean Almondine and Garlic Mashed Red 

Potato
• SALAD: Garden Salad with Catalina
• DESSERT: Chocolate cupcake topped with chocolate 

buttercream & hazelnut ganache OR Lemon Cupcake 
with Blackberry Cream Cheese Frosting & fresh 
blackberry

Your ticket price also includes two FREE servings of wine or 
beer. (The full onsite cash bar will also be available throughout 
the evening.)

Between dining and dancing, peruse through the Silent Auction 
items, generously donated by members and local businesses. 
It’s a great opportunity to go home with more than great 
memories and support The Democratic Club of Hot Springs 
Village in their efforts to support Democratic candidates and 
causes throughout the year. This event allows our club to 
support Democratic candidates and causes throughout the 
year.  2022 is and has been very busy and productive. We 
have raised over $10,000 for our state and federal Democratic 
candidates. We continue to support the Hwy 7 “VOTE 
DEMOCRAT” Billboard. and, we have been able to rent our 
Campaign Office for 8 months. 
THIS IS OUR CALL FOR SILENT AUCTION DONATIONS
Gift Baskets, Home Décor, Dining Certificates, Movie Theatre 
Tickets, HSV Woodlands Events, Day trips/outings
Services: dog/cat walking or sitting, baking, meal prep, 
organizational services, musical & crafting lessons, lake cruises
To donate items or for more information about the auction, 
contact Nancy Jag-Nathan at njagnathan@gmail.com or call 
817-454-4133.

DEADLINE FOR SILENT AUCTION DONATIONS 
IS JULY 19

SPECIAL GUESTS:
Cortney McKee - Democratic Nominee for State Senate
Kelly Krout - Democratic Nominee for Lt. Governor
Pam Whitaker - Democratic Nominee for Treasurer
 

This year’s FUN’ RAISER promises to be the best yet!
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The Jan. 6 committee has broadcast 
more than a dozen hours of hearings in its 
effort to show that former President Trump 
played a central role in the effort to keep 
him in power. 

In kicking off with a prime-time hearing, 
the committee offered a wide-ranging look 
at the months leading up to Jan. 6, noting 
that Trump was told there was no voter 
fraud, yet pushed ahead with various plots 
to remain in office, only to largely stand by 
as his supporters attacked the Capitol. 

But subsequent hearings have offered up 
numerous other revelations.  

Here are 10 things we’ve learned from the 
Jan. 6 hearings. 

Trump ignored the advice 
of aides in prematurely 

claiming victory 
 

Trump had already spent weeks 
forecasting that if he suffered a loss on 
election night it could only be due to fraud 
in the election. 

He jumped into action on election night 
to claim victory, even as campaign aides 
warned him against doing so and as 

projected wins for President Biden in 
swing states such as Arizona made it 
almost impossible for him to win the race. 

“My recommendation was to say that 
votes are still being counted. It’s too early 
to tell, too early to call the race,” Trump 
campaign manager Bill Stepien told 
Trump the night of the election, according 
to video from his deposition with the 
committee’s investigators. 

“I don’t recall the particular words. He 
thought I was wrong. He told me so and, 
you know, that they were going to, he was 
going to go in a different direction.” 

“I remember saying that … we should 
not go and declare victory until we had 
a better sense of the numbers,” Trump 
campaign spokesman Jason Miller also 
advised Trump. 

A suite of other aides also stepped forward 
to say the campaign was unable to find 
any evidence of widespread voter fraud, 
despite Trump’s claims. 

Some in Trump’s orbit, 
including Ivanka, 

“accepted” there was no 
voter fraud 

Trump’s daughter Ivanka Trump was 
shown saying she knew her father had 
lost the election and believed Attorney 
General William Barr’s conclusion that 
there was no widespread voter fraud. 

“I respect Attorney General Barr, so I 
accepted what he was saying,” she said of 
Barr’s assertion there was no widespread 
election fraud. 

Trump campaign lawyer Alex Cannon 
said he had a “15 second” conversation 
with Vice President Mike Pence in which 
he relayed that the campaign was unable 
to substantiate Trump’s election fraud 
claims. 

“He asked me if we were finding anything. 
And I said that I didn’t believe we were 
finding it or I was not personally finding 
anything sufficient to alter the results of 
the election. And he — he thanked me. 
That was our interaction,” Cannon said. 

Giuliani acknowledged lack 
of “evidence” 

Other Trump associates would keep 
forwarding Trump’s baseless claims of 
election fraud, even after Barr dismissed 
the idea as “bullshit” and informed the 

Ten things we’ve learned from the January 6 hearings
BY REBECCA BEITSCH - 07/02/22 5:00 PM ET



president he could find such no such 
evidence.  

As the battle moved to the states, Arizona 
Speaker of the House Rusty Bowers 
(R) said Rudy Giuliani and other Trump 
campaign lawyers repeatedly failed to 
provide the evidence they said they had 
of widespread voting fraud, with the 
former mayor eventually acknowledging 
an underlying issue. 

“[Giuliani] said, ‘We’ve got lots of theories. 
We just don’t have the evidence,’ ” Bowers 
said. “And I don’t know if that was a gaffe 
or maybe he didn’t think through what he 
said.” 

Legal architect 
acknowledged basis to 
unwind election was 

bankrupt 

Trump campaign attorney John Eastman, 
who crafted a memo encouraging Pence 
to buck his ceremonial duty to certify the 
election results, also evidently had doubts 
about the legality of the plan. 

“So during that meeting on the fourth, 
I think I raised the problem that both of 
Mr. Eastman’s proposals would violate 
several provisions of the Electoral Count 
Act. Mr. Eastman acknowledged that that 
was the case, that even what he viewed 
as the more politically palatable option 
would violate several provisions,” Pence 
counsel Greg Jacob told the committee, 
noting Trump may have been present in 
that meeting. 

Eastman was willing to do so, Jacob said, 
“because in his view the Electoral Act was 
unconstitutional” and thought the courts 
“simply wouldn’t get involved.”  

The committee shared a never-before-
seen October draft document prepared 
for Trump that Eastman redlined that 
refuted his own legal argument that the 
vice president has the power to single-
handedly reject electoral votes.  

“Nowhere does [the Constitution] suggest 
that the President of the Senate gets to 
make the determination on his own,” 
Eastman noted.  

At other points leading up to and after 
the attack he acknowledged how his plan 
would be a “relatively minor violation” and 

said he wouldn’t approve of Vice President 
Harris making such a move.  

The Trump team saw a 
benefit to working with 

outsiders  

Trump weighed installing Jeffrey Clark, a 
Justice Department lawyer specializing in 
environmental law, as attorney general 
because he was willing to send a letter to 
Georgia and other states asking that they 
stall certification of their election results 
so that the Justice Department could 
investigate baseless claims of voter fraud. 

Giuliani said part of why they landed on 
Clark was because, “somebody should be 
put in charge of the Justice Department 
who isn’t frightened of what’s going to be 
done to their reputation, because Justice 
Department was filled with people like 
that.” 

Trump knew there were 
weapons in the crowd on 

Jan. 6  

Cassidy Hutchinson, a special assistant to 
Trump chief of staff Mark Meadows, said 
White House officials knew as early as 10 
a.m. on Jan. 6 that Trump supporters had 
knives, guns, bear spray, body armor and 
spears attached to the ends of flagpoles.  

Texts show Trump was evidently furious 
the magnetometers, or mags for short, 
were evidently limiting his crowd size as 
many protesters with weapons elected 
to watch the speech from outside the 
screened area, so their arms wouldn’t be 
confiscated.  

“He felt the mags were at fault for not letting 
everybody in. But another leading reason 
and likely the primary reason is because 
he wanted it full and he was angry that we 
weren’t letting people through the mags 
with weapons,” Hutchinson said. 

“‘They’re not here to hurt me. Take the 
effing mags away. Let my people in. They 
can march to the Capitol from here. Let 
the people in. Take the effing mags away,’ 
” Hutchinson recalled Trump saying. 

He would then use his speech to 
encourage his supporters to march to the 
Capitol.  

White House lawyers 
worried about legal 
exposure of Trump’s 
speech, march plans 

White House counsel Pat Cipollone told 
Hutchinson a few days before the attack 
he was worried if Trump marched to the 
Capitol it could appear he was trying to 
incite a riot, obstruct justice, or defraud 
the electoral count. 

“Please make sure we don’t go up to 
the Capitol, Cassidy,” Hutchinson said, 
relaying Cipollone’s message to her that 
morning. “We’re going to get charged with 
every crime imaginable if we make that 
movement happen.” 

He and others in the White House 
counsel’s office had also raised concerns 
about the language used in Trump’s 
speech for the morning of the sixth. 

“In my conversations with Mr. [Eric] 
Herschmann, he had relayed that we 
would be foolish to include language 
that had been included at the President’s 
request,” she said, which repeatedly 
would use the word “fight” and urged 
marching to the Capitol. 

“Both Mr. Herschmann and White 
House counsel’s office were urging the 
speechwriters to not include that language 
for legal concerns, and also for the optics 
of what it could portray the president 
wanting to do that day.” 

Trump thought Pence 
‘deserved it,’ didn’t want to 

take action on Jan. 6 

Hutchinson said Cipollone burst into 
Meadows’s office shortly after rioters 
entered the Capitol, determined to get 
some kind of response from Trump. 

“He doesn’t want to do anything, Pat,” 
Meadows said in response. 

“Mark, something needs to be done or 
people are going to die and the blood 
is going to be on your effing hands,” 
Cipollone responded. 

He approached Meadows again minutes 
later amid the news of rioters chatting 
“hang Mike Pence,” telling the chief of 
staff they needed to do more. 



“You heard him, Pat. He thinks Mike 
deserves it. He doesn’t think they’re doing 
anything wrong,” Meadows responded. 

Numerous lawmakers and 
Trump associates asked for 
pardons in connection with 

Jan. 6 
 
Taped testimony from Hutchinson named 
Republican Reps. Matt Gaetz (Fla.), Mo 
Brooks (Ala.), Louie Gohmert (Texas), 
Andy Biggs (Ariz.) and Scott Perry (Pa.) 
as seeking pardons. 

She also said that Rep. Marjorie Taylor 
Greene (R-Ga.) contacted the White 
House counsel’s office seeking a pardon. 

Rep. Jim Jordan (R-Ohio) “talked about 
congressional pardons, but he never 
asked me for one,” Hutchinson said, 
noting that he was largely inquiring about 
whether the White House was going to 
grant the lawmaker pardons. 

A letter from Brooks to the White House 
references the ask. 

“I recommend that President give general 
(all purpose) pardons to the following 
groups of people,” the email adds. “Every 
Congressman and Senator who voted to 
reject the electoral vote submission of 
Arizona and Pennsylvania.” 

Eastman also asked Giuliani about a 
potential pardon. 

“I’ve decided that I should be on the 
pardon list if that is still in the works,” the 
email read. 

Giuliani himself was seeking a pardon, as 
was Meadows, according to Hutchinson. 

When questioned by Rep. Liz Cheney 
(R-Wyo.), Hutchinson affirmed that 
Giuliani himself and Meadows asked for 
pardons relating to their involvement in 
Jan. 6. 

Meadows denied the assertion through a 
spokesman. 

“Meadows never sought a pardon and 
never planned to,” the spokesman said.  

Witnesses received 
messages apparently 

seeking to influence their 
testimony

The committee displayed various 
intimidating messages sent to those 
testifying before the committee, including 
one where a witness was told they would 
stay in good graces in Trump World if 
they “protect[ed] who I need to protect” 
and stayed on the “right team.” They 
were also reminded “Trump does read 
transcripts.” 

Another received a call the night before 
their deposition. 

“He wants me to let you know he’s thinking 
about you. He knows you’re loyal and 
you’re going to do the right thing when you 
go in for your deposition,” the committee 
said a witness was told. 

Reports have since indicated Hutchinson 
was one of the recipients of the messages.

Every day, approximately 9,700 people pass this sign and now, 
more than ever, our message and our presence is important. 
Help us keep it there by becoming a Billboard Backer. Make a 
one-time donation or set up automatic monthly payments.
Any and all donations are welcome. You can even adopt the 
billboard for a full month with a $300 donation!

Simply click the DONATE button on our website home page 
at www.hsvdemocrats.com or mail your donation to P.O BOX 
8693, Hot Springs Village, AR 71910 with the word “Billboard” 
in the memo line. Thank you again for your continued support 
and generosity.

Adopt-A-Billboard!



Women’s issues in the current 
environment were the hot topic at the 
June Blue Plate Luncheon, hosted 
by past-president Jane Browning at 
Diamante Country Club.
Speakers were Marcia Barnes and her 
twin sister Laura McNutt, representing 
the Progressive Arkansas Women 
PAC (PAWPAC); and Cortney McKee, 
Democratic candidate for the Arkansas 
Senate, 6th district.
“Volunteer your time, expertise and 
spirit,” Marcia advised the group. The 
meeting was primarily a round table 
discussion – lively at times -  of the 
issues facing women, with the recent 
U.S. Supreme Court decisions at the top 
of the list.
Marcia talked about PAWPAC, which 
is the only organization in Arkansas 
dedicated to supporting and electing 
women leaders who are committed to 
reproductive freedom and women’s 
economic and social equality. By 
recruiting, supporting, and funding

 progressive women candidates in local 
and state elections, PAWPAC is changing 
the face of Arkansas politics.
The organization was formed in 2016 
by six progressive women and began 
raising money and traveling the state 
to recruit women to run and asking for 
donations. By the end of 2019, it had 
raised $261,000 and supported about 
100 women.
All of the PAC’s money goes to state 
candidates, who must first pass 
the organization’s vetting. “We’re 
progressive and we want people who are 
progressive,” Marcia said.
Marcia also recommended visiting 
thefogbow.com, an online forum on 
issues with a primary rule of “be kind.” 
Also participating in the discussion was 
Cortney McKee, who is running for the 
Arkansas Senate in District 6, which 
includes all of Hot Springs Village. 
Cortney, who has a master’s degree in 
public administration, supports increasing 
the minimum wage and increasing 
teachers’ salaries.
The next Blue Plate Luncheon, which 

will be in early August, will address 
impending threats to the LGBTQ 
community.

Progressive Arkansas 
Women PAC (PAWPAC)
www.progressivearwomen.org
Twitter: @PAWPAC4AR
Facebook: https://m.facebook.com/
progressiveARwomen/
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
progressiveARwomen/ - Click on link for 
invitation to join
Instagram: progressivearwomen

Cortney McKee
Twitter: @MckeeCortney
Facebook: Cortney McKee
www.cortneymckee.wixsite.com/arsenate

American Civil Liberties 
Union Arkansas 
www.acluarkansas.org
Twitter: @ArkansasACLU
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
ACLUArkansas/

INDIVISIBLE
www.indivisible.org
Twitter: @IndivisibleTeam
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
indivisibleguide
Instagram: indivisibleteam

INDIVISIBLE LRCA
www.indivisiblelrca.org
Twitter: @INDIVISIBLELRCA
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
IndivisibleLRCA
Instagram: indivisiblelrca
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BLUE PLATE SPECIAL:
"WOMEN UNDER 

FIRE"

June Blue Plate Luncheon, hosted by past-president Jane Browning

Blue Plate Luncheon speaker Marcia Barnes 
with President Nita Brown and Arkansas 

Senate candidate Cortney McKee.



INDIVISIBLE: ARK
Twitter: @INDIVISIBLEArk
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
IndivisibleLRCA

INDIVISIBLE Ft. Smith (and 
Western Arkansas)
https://www.actlocal.network/
organizations/indivisible-fort-smith
Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/
IndivisibleFortSmithAR/

American Civil Liberties 
Union Arkansas 
www.acluarkansas.org
Twitter: @ArkansasACLU
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
ACLUArkansas/

Arkansas Abortion Support 
Network
www.abortionsupport.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
arabortionsupport

Get Loud Arkansas
www.getloudarkansas.org
Twitter: @GetLoudArkansas
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
GetLoudArkansas

National Women’s Law 
Center
www.nwlc.org
Twitter: @nwlc
Facebook: www.facebook.com/nwlc

Every Town for Gun Safety
www.everytown.org
Twitter: @Everytown
Facebook: Everytown for Gun Safety
Instagram: Everytown

Gabby Giffords
www.gabbygiffords.com
www.giffords.org/
Twitter: @GabbyGiffords
Facebook: www.facebook.com/GGiffords
Instagram: gabbygiffords

Moms Demand Action for 
Gun Sense in America
www.momsdemandaction.org/
Twitter: @shannonrwatts @

MomsDemand
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
MomsDemandAction
Instagram: momsdemand

NARAL Pro-choice America
www.prochoiceamerica.org/
Twitter: @NARAL
Facebook: www.facebook.com/
naralprochoiceamerica

Ana Navarro-Cardenas
Investigative Reporter
Twitter: @ananavarro

Lucy Ainge
Earl & Suze Babbie
Colleen Boardman
Thomas Boardman
Larry & Nancy Chesser

Bob & Mary Christians
Lee & Celeste Crawford
Molly Crawshaw
Kay Croshaw
Terry & Patti Dacus
Bob & Carol Dubbelde

Ralph & Carol Hamner
Charles & Sue Hood
Jack & Lee Iafrate
Hank & Mary Ann Jarvis
Meg Koziar
Ron & Cindy Nance

Glen & Linda Rider
Steve & Mary Ann Rittenmeyer
George Tatum & Nell Brewer
Tom & Brenda Terrell

Lifetime Members



Donna Winchell
Donna is very active in the Garland County Democratic Party 
and publishes a weekly eblast with area events and activities. 
She recently became a member of the HSV Democratic Club 
board and serves as Secretary.
Donna grew up in Arkansas back when it was a blue state. 
She lived in Bald Knob and then Texarkana and finished one 
year at Hendrix before her parents moved to Florida and she 
transferred to Florida State, where she got her BA and MA in 
English. 

After getting her Ph.D. at TCU, she spent her career teaching 
English, along with her late husband, at Clemson University. 
She retired in 2008 and moved to Hot Springs Village in 2015 
to share a house with her sister. She has one son who lives 
with them and one who teaches film at two colleges in South 
Carolina. 

When the older son asked why she moved to a red state, she 
pointed out that it wasn’t always red. When she is not caring for 
foster dogs and puppies, she is working with other Democrats 
to turn it blue again.

Glen Rider
If you’re a Democrat in HSV, you probably know Glen—he’s 
one of the HSV Democratic Club’s most faithful and dedicated 
members. Glen is a lifelong Democrat who grew up in a small 
town in Nebraska to a split family—his mother was a Democrat 
and his father was a Republican.

He became active in the Democratic Party 2012 when he and 
his wife, Linda, joined the North Brazoria Democratic Party in 
Pearland, Texas.  They were both delegates to the Texas State 
Democratic Convention in 2014 and 2016.  The Riders moved 
to HSV in 2017 and joined the HSV Democratic Club as lifetime 
members  The Riders served as Saline County delegates to 
the Arkansas State Convention (virtual) in 2020. Glen has a  
bachelor’s degree in chemical engineering and an MBA.

Glen and Linda, who’ve been married more than 40 years, are 
dog-lovers and have had at least seven miniature schnauzers  - 
Benny and Willy are their current “fur babies.”  
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CONGRATULATION DONNA WINCHELL AND GLEN RIDER!
Two of our members have been elected to as representatives to the Arkansas Democratic State Committee!

Donna Winchell has been elected to represent Garland County and
Glen Rider was elected to be one of the four representatives representing Saline County. 

With Donna’s and Glen’s election, our Dem Club will be well represented on the state committee! 
Congratulations to Donna and Glen.



With a snip of a ribbon, President Nita Brown and 
representatives from the HSV Chamber of Commerce on 
June 3 officially opened the Democratic Club of HSV’s 2022 
campaign headquarters at 112 Cordoba Center.
The Open House gave the club’s membership an opportunity 
to tour the office and hear about the events planned for the 
headquarters.

Normally, the club opens its headquarters in late August or 
September, but when this ideal space became available, 
coupled with such a key election year, the board voted to take 
advantage of the opportunity to get the ideal location while it 
was available. The space used in previous years was no longer 
available.

Currently volunteers are working in the office from 10 a.m. until 
2 p.m. but longer hours will be scheduled as we move closer 
to the election. The board began holding its monthly meetings 
at the office, which eliminates the need to rent POA space for 
meetings.

Voter registration is available at the office as well as 
merchandise, campaign literature and more. Candidates are 
also invited to come by the office when they are in the area and 
need some time to answer email or other business.
Stop by and visit if you’re in the area. If you’d like to volunteer 
to work at the office, send an email to turnarkblue@gmail.com.

HSV Democratic Club Campaign 
Headquarters Official Opening 
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YOUR VOICE NEEDS TO BE HEARD!
Enraged by recent mass shootings and the lack of legislative 
action to prevent them, more than twenty Hot Springs residents 
and Democratic Club members made signs, organized carpools 
and joined other citizens from around the state in a MARCH 
FOR OUR LIVES Saturday, June 11 at the Capitol building in 
Little Rock.
 
The epidemic of school shootings must end NOW!
We joined thousands across the nation working together to 

bring these deadly mass shootings to an end.
 The march began at the intersection of S. Izard Street and 
Capitol Street (near the Arkansas State Library). and we walked 
approximately a half mile down W. Capitol Avenue to Woodlane 
Street (the sidewalk in front of the State Capitol).

Following the march, speakers and organizations were there 
to connect with us. If you were unable to march, we met on the 
sidewalk in front of the capitol for the proceeding activities. 

Many thanks to Donna Winchell for organizing the carpooling 
and to those who got together for “sign painting parties”.
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Century Club Members
These are members choosing to donate $100 above membership 

dues annually to the Club to support Club activities.

Earl & Suzie Babbie
Colleen Boardman

Larry & Nita Brown Yes
Deb Bryan & Lisa Malmin
Larry & Nancy Chesser 
Glen & Molly Crashaw

Bob & Carole Dubbelde
John Dayton

Steve Jenkins
Meg Koziar

Jack & Lee Iafrate
Jackie Malone
Peggy McCoy 

Bill & Carole Ohlsen 
Dave & Mary Overfield 

Linda Ragsdale 
Glen & Linda Rider 

Steve & Mary Rittenmeyer 
Diane Vasica 

Cathy Wallace  
Tim & Barbara Young 

Pamela Whitaker, state Democratic candidate for Treasurer, 
held a planning session in Hot Springs Village in June to ad-
vance her campaign to the next phase. 

Pam, who has campaigned frequently in HSV, is expected to 
draw support from across the political spectrum. She has ties to 
Hot Springs Village – her mother, brother and sister-in-law live 
in the HSV and she’s a frequent visitor. Key elements of Pam’s 
campaign, she says, are fostering better connections with local 
communities and a focus on environmental issues.
  
“It’s important that as we focus on protecting and growing our 
State’s financial resources, we also balance this work with 
an emphasis on our global environment by making sure that 
we are conscious of investing in funds that publicly align with 
sustainability factors.  These factors not only protect our planet, 
but are useful in overall risk mitigation.” Long-term economic 
growth and financial equity in Arkansas and an emphasis on 

first-rate and accessible education and training opportunities for 
Arkansans are also high on her list.  

“That’s why I’m also focused on bringing financial and business 
operation education directly to the community,” Pam said. “This 
means reaching out to county extension offices and libraries 
with programs for women-owned businesses.”  

Of high interest to Pam is the growing number of female farm-
ers and the issues that they constantly face. The office of our 
State Treasury is not a voting office, but it is an office of influ-
ence and “it is my hope that I can also assist in providing data-
driven decisions on our farms and in forests by helping to see 
the successful roll out of broadband all across the state.”  
To donate to Pam’s campaign, go to Donate to Pam for AR 
State Treasurer. www.pamelawhitaker.com

Arkansas Treasurer candidate Pam Whitaker 
has strong ties to Hot Springs Village



WHERE TO START?
Michael Dryhurst

There’s so much going on, it’s difficult to know where to start…

Inflation? Affects us all, but what I find so extraordinary is 
the fact that when inflation hits the gas pump, immediately 
people blame the government, because it is a sitting target. 
But, we live in a small world and the price of gasoline, and 
for that matter, hundreds of other commodities, is determined 
by external circumstances mostly beyond the control of any 
government. And what I find even more baffling is that most 
of my fellow Americans don’t get upset by the fact that from 
office to grave, our elected officials get free health, while we, 
who fund that perk, we pay through the nose for hospital 
charges, prescription drugs and doctor visits. Personally, I’d 
trade any increase in the price of gas to have capped the price 
of prescription drugs, something available in virtually every 
other world democracy, but of course, it will never happen here, 
given the combined lobbying power of the pharmaceutical 
industry, the insurance industry and the medical profession. 
I’m an avid supporter of public broadcast, which Newt Gingrich 
wants to defund, as he claims it is ‘elitist’. What’s more elitist 
than a politician or a public servant, at any level, receiving free 
healthcare while many people forego some of the necessities of 
life simply to pay a medical bill? It is simply NOT right!

Roe v. Wade? How can a law of the land be overturned by a 
Supreme Court that is so heavily politicized that it has put aside 
justice and seems to think it is the de facto government? Given 
the stagnation in Congress, it appears to be a sort of judicial 

coup, and governing by decree? In most other countries, 
the question of abortion would be decided by a national 
referendum, but does our Constitution accommodate such? 
And in most other countries, the justices are elected by their 
peers, not appointed by politicians. Surely a supreme court 
should be free totally of any taint of politicization, serving only 
justice and not political dogma?
Guns. I emigrated to the U.S. from a country where not even 
the regular police carry guns, just a wooden truncheon and 
a radio and in that same country, there’s a greater chance of 
winning the Powerball than of being able to own a gun. Ban 
something and created immediately are criminally-organized 
black markets. Think Prohibition, think anti-drug legislation. 
Thus, guns cannot be banned. But their sale can, and should 
be, restricted and thus controlled, implementation of which 
doesn’t require rocket science. The official Republican line is 
ban abortion, as the contention is that it is murder, but it is fine 
to allow guns because that’s a right; a trifle paradoxical? Before 
can be obtained a driver’s license, we have to take a test. The 
same should be applied to weapons ownership. On a Sunday 
one can’t buy a bottle of vodka, but one can buy a semi-
automatic assault rifle, which to this simple mind, is illogical in 
the extreme.  
   
In the wake of the recent massacre by gun in Uvalde, Tx., the 
country rose-up and demanded action, something firm, finally. 
So, what have we got?  Watered-down token legislation that 
won’t keep one gun out of irresponsible and unconscionable 
hands and nowhere near what was demanded by the 
majority of the American general public. I guess our amoral 
politicians prefer to listen to the funding gun lobby rather 
than their constituents? Another opportunity both missed and 
squandered, making inevitable the continuation of mass-
shootings, and all the time the Congress just sits and twiddles 
its collective thumbs… 
   I wonder, might something significant be done about guns 
availability once-and-for all if a politician lost a ten-years old 
daughter or son in a school mass-shooting?

POSTSCRIPT to Newsletter 07/22. 
Postscript prophesyed…

While was being finalized the foregoing piece, in a suburb of 
Chicago a gunman, positioned on a rooftop, has shot dead 
six spectators at a 4th July parade, while 24 others have been 
hospitalized. What has to be done to stop this madness?
   Yes, there are mass-shootings in other countries, one 
yesterday in Denmark at a Copenhagen mall, but nothing, 
nothing! Equal to the scale of mass-shootings in our country. 
Why? What’s gone wrong and why does it remain unaddressed 
the way demanded by US, the citizens and taxpayers, who’s 
taxes pay the politicians…? 

STAY CONNECTED!
Visit our Website at

www.hsvdemocrats.com

Find us on Facebook
Democratic Club of Hot Springs Village
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The State Convention will be here sooner than you think. 
On Saturday, August 13, 2022 at 11 a.m. at the Ida Waldran 
Auditorium on the University of Central Arkansas Campus we’ll 
officially select our nominees as a party!

This is our time to celebrate and prepare ourselves for the work 
ahead! It’ll be a busy weekend for Arkansas Democrats!

The theme for the convention is Arkansas Roots... 
Remembering the roots that made us the Arkansas Democrats 
we are today. Marcus Garvey said, “A people without 
knowledge of their past history, origin, and culture is like a tree 
without roots.”

Friday, join us for a Blue Jeans and BBQ fundraiser at the 
Brick Room in Conway! Get tickets now for only $30 or $40 
at the door! We’re excited to raise money so we can support 
candidates and build our party, and we’d be grateful if you 
would join us.
 
Co-Host this event for $500 to receive two tickets and your 
name on signage. Sponsorships are available for the entire 
weekend’s slate of events. To purchase a weekend sponsorship 
or for more information, please contact Sarah Harrison at 
sarah@arkdems.org. This is an exciting opportunity to invest in 
progress in Arkansas, and if you’re interested, we’d be grateful 
to have your support!

On Saturday, August 13, join the Arkansas Democrats for our 
State Convention at Ida Waldran Auditorium on the University 
of Central Arkansas Campus! We’re celebrating the roots that 
make us Arkansas Democrats and our future as we approve 
of the nominees that won the primary! We’re getting together, 
strategizing, and celebrating on Saturday at 10 a.m.
Find the dates of your County Convention and become a 
delegate to the State Convention by getting in touch with your 

County Party Chair and joining your County Party. Find your 
County Party here >> 

For those traveling in from out of town, here are a few hotels 
close to the venue to book reservations.

Hilton Garden Inn Conway
805 Amity Road
501-329-1444
$128 per night

Days Inn by Wyndham
1002 E. Oak Street
501-450-7575
$68 per night

Fairfield Inn Conway
2260 Sanders Road
501-505-8034
$99 King room group rates until July 12 (mention DPA)
$109 Queen group rates until July 12 (mention DPA)
$129 regular rate
 
The committees for the convention are as follows, and the 
committee public meetings will be released ASAP. If you would 
like to reach any of the committees, each committee email 
along with the staff support email is below.

Arrangements - arrangements@arkdems.org 
• Chair - Dustin Parsons, Saline County, District 2
• Teresa Gallegos, Pulaski County, District 2
• Mary Richardson, Pulaski County, District 2
• Dr. Johnnie Roebuck. Clark County, District 4
• Suzie Bell. Carroll County, District 3
• Representative Nicole Clowney, Washington County, District 

3
• Barbara Moody, Fulton County, District 1
• Raymond Whiteside, Crittenden County, District 1
• Gregg Reep, Bradley County, District 4

Credentials - credentials@arkdems.org
• Staff Support - Sarah Harrison sarah@arkdems.org
• Chair - Teresa Gallegos, Pulaski County District 2
• Alyson Clyburn, Pulaski County District 2
• Mary Ella Yamashita, Pope County District 3
• Julie Tuck, Howard County District 4
• Joshua Price, Pulaski County District 2
• Representative Kenneth Ferguson, Independence County 

District 1 
• Anna Good, Benton County District 3
• Micah Wallace, Washington County District 3
• Roosevelte Williams, Pulaski County District 2

Rules - conventionrules@arkdems.org
Staff Support - Austin Ross austin@arkdems.org
• Chair - Dr. Jay Barth, Pulaski County District 2
• Frederick Freeman, St. Francis County District 1
• Betty Pickett, Faulkner County District 2
• Tamika Edwards, Pulaski County District 2
• Barrett Goodwin, Pulaski County District 2
• Jametta Harper, Cleveland County District 4



• Claudia Beach, Clark County District 4
• Tyler Masters, Benton County District 3
• Gracie Ziegler, Washington County District 3
• Michael Ankton, Clark County District 4

Platform and Resolutions - platformcommittee@arkdems.org
Staff Support - Will Watson will@arkdems.org
Legislative Support - Representative Megan Godfrey
• Co-Chairs, Senate Minority Leader, Senator Keith Ingram , 

Crittenden County District 1
• Co-Chairs, House Minority Leader, Representative Tippi 

McCullough, Pulaski County District 2

• Senator Joyce Elliott, Pulaski County District 2
• Representative Reginald Murdoch, Lee County District 1
• Representative Vivian Flowers, Jefferson County District 4
• Hon. Bruce Maloch, Columbia County District 4
• Suzie Bell. Carroll County District 3
• Zach Bledsoe, Clark County District 4
• Isamar Garcia, Washington County District 3
• Raymond Whiteside, Crittenden County District 1

Dustin Parsons, Vice Chair for Counties, Democratic Party of 
Arkansas
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What a roller coaster of emotions last Friday. Who would have 
believed as we grieved over nineteen dead children and two 
dead teachers in Uvalde that the passage of the most signifi-
cant bill to fight gun violence in decades would not be the lead 
story of the day? The cynics among us suspect that the tim-
ing of Friday’s release of the Supreme Court’s decision was 
planned with that in mind. We shouldn’t lose sight of the prog-
ress made when a handful of Republicans in both the House 
and the Senate joined with Democrats to take a few steps 
toward stopping the slaughter that took place most recently in 
Uvalde.

Then came the Supreme Court decision that President Biden 
immediately labeled “cruel.” We knew the decision regarding 
Roe v. Wade was coming, Once a draft of the Court’s opinion 
was leaked, we pretty well knew what the decision would be--if 
we didn’t know as soon as Trump placed his third Justice on 
the Court. Still, the reality has hit hard. Before the day ended, 
Leslie Rutledge signed the document making abortion illegal in 
Arkansas since we had a trigger law that made sure that docu-
ment was ready and waiting. I didn’t join those who gathered at 
the Capitol in Little Rock that evening, but I was glad to hear a 
report from one person there that she registered a number of 
people to vote.

Is this what it is going to take? I am embarrassed that Arkansas 
is the state with the lowest percentage of registered voters and 
the lowest percentage of citizens actually voting. Could abor-

tion be the issue that gets Arkansans riled up enough to vote? 
Has the anger aroused by the mass shooting in Uvalde already 
given way to apathy? Will that aroused by the loss of women’s 
right to control their own bodies disappear by next week? 

Vice President Harris echoed another point made earlier Friday 
by the President: “With your vote, you can act.  And this is not 
over.” It IS pretty well over if Americans don’t care enough 
NOW to vote the Republicans out of office. One reason that 
Trump won was that Democrats thought that Hillary had the 
election won and didn’t bother to vote. Others don’t bother to 
vote because we are a “red” state and they think nothing they 
can do will change that. The surest way for Arkansas to stay a 
red state is for Arkansans to have that attitude. 

Democrats in Garland and Saline Counties are starting a con-
certed effort to get more residents involved in the Democratic 
Party, to get more Arkansans registered to vote, and to get our 
friends and neighbors to the polls in November. We have to 
harness the emotion surrounding the issues of mass shoot-
ings and abortion, to say nothing of all that is coming out of the 
January 6th hearings. We can’t have such short memories.

I’ve said on Facebook to anyone who will listen, and I say it 
here. I have a new catchphrase: REMEMBER IN NOVEMBER. 

REMEMBER IN NOVEMBER
An Editorial BY DONNA WINCHELL

Vice-Chair, Democratic Party of Garland County
Secretary, Democratic Club of Hot Springs Village
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The Democratic Clun of Hot Springs Villge has begun registering 
voters every week at the Grove Park Green Market. If you took 
the voter registration training earlier this year, here’s a good 
opportunity to put that training to good use!

I will set up the table at about 8 a.m. If you can do an hour 
or so, please let me know – we’ll need two volunteers at all 
times.  We’ll try to keep it going until noon, unless it becomes 
unbearably hot or traffic slows to nothing.

The registration table will be completely non-partisan and we will 
register both Democrats and Republicans.
Email or text me at 901-482-6726 if you can help 

Becky Babineaux

Club Officers for 

2022-2023
President - ‘Nita Brown

First Vice President - Nancy Baumgartner

Second Vice President - Bob Dubbelde

Secretary - Donna Winchell

Treasurer - Susan Cockrell

Membership Committee Chair - Kandy Shelton

Communications & Marketing Committee Chair - 
Lisa Malmin

Board Member at Large & Web Master - 
Nancy Jag-Nathan – https://www.hsvit.net

Board Member at Large & Chair of
HSV Turn Arkansas Blue Committee -

Becky Babineaux

Facebook Moderator - Deb Bryan

Co-Editor, Contributing Writer - 
Nancy Baumgartner

Co-Editor, Contributing Writer, Press Releases - 
Mary Eliades

Contributing Writer - Michael Dryhurst
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If you are interested in learning how to register voters, Kay 
Ekey will be doing a voter registration training session at 
5pm, immediately before the Democratic Party of Garland 
County meeting next Wednesday, July 20th, at 5:30 at the 
Garland County Library. 
We are hoping to do everything we can to get out the vote 
in November, and the first step is getting people registered. 
If you would like to help, please attend this training session. 
And please email me at mcdonnawinchell@gmail.com if 
you plan to attend so that Kay will bring enough training 
materials. 

Donna Winchell
Vice-Chair, DPGC
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It Took The Supreme Court Just 10 Days To Change America
As We Know It

HuffPostHuffPost -Jonathan Cohn
Wed, 29 June 2022, 4:36 pm

The Supreme Court is allegedly the most passive, slowest-
moving branch of government. But in a little more than one 
week’s time, the court has arguably rewritten as much American 
law as any Congress or presidency in recent memory.

Just consider what the court has done since last Tuesday:

― It has invalidated gun restrictions in states that hold about 
one-fourth of the population and created a new constitutional 
standard for firearm restrictions that will make defending other 
limits (including parts of a new law that President Joe Biden 
signed last week) even more difficult.

― It has forced publicly funded school voucher programs to 
include religious establishments and required districts to allow 
coach-led, post-game prayers on the field, and in the process 
dispensed with a decades-old legal test designed to prevent 
official government endorsements of faith.

― It has ended the right to an abortion, effectively allowing the 
procedure to be illegal or nearly illegal across a broad swath 
of the country, while also rejecting the constitutional foundation 
of privacy rights that protect same-sex marriage and use of 
contraception.

To put things a bit differently, the court has gutted limits on gun 
possession, severely weakened the wall between church and 
state, and taken away a right that has existed for nearly 50 
years ― reinterpreting the First, Second, Fifth, Ninth and 14th 
Amendments in the process.

And that was all before Thursday, when it finished the term by 
preemptively striking down new carbon emissions standards, 
thereby limiting the Environmental Protection Agency’s ability 
to slow climate change, on the basis of a principle that could 
dramatically reduce the government’s power to regulate 
everything from product safety to health care.

About the only major issue on which the court hasn’t written new 
doctrine this year is race. And that will likely happen next year, 
when the justices take up cases that could end affirmative action 
and eviscerate what’s left of the Voting Rights Act.
How you feel about these changes depends, obviously, on where 

you come down on issues like abortion, guns and school prayer. 
But it also depends on what role you think the Supreme Court 
should play in governing ― and more specifically, when it ought 
to be making the kind of sweeping changes it just unleashed.

To answer that question, it helps to think about some key 
episodes in history and how they compare.
In The 1930s and ’40s ― A New Understanding Of Economics
One is the 1930s, when Franklin Roosevelt was trying to get the 
country through the Great Depression and an aging conservative 
majority on the Supreme Court was striking down key parts of 
the New Deal. They’d been ruling that way since the early 20th 
century, when they were invalidating economic regulations from 
the Progressive Era ― most famously, in a case called Lochner 
v. New York that struck down a state limit on the number of hours 
a baker could work in a week.

The Lochner Court, as it came to be known, believed the right of 
private parties to make contracts was sacrosanct and interpreted 
the federal power to regulate commerce in the narrowest 
possible way. When FDR became president, the conservatives 
started throwing out elements of his agenda with the same fervor 
they had struck down reforms from when his distant cousin Teddy 
was president.

The individual elements of the New Deal weren’t all popular ― 
or successful. But FDR had deep reservoirs of support with the 
voters, who were desperate for muscular government action in 
the face of an unprecedented economic crisis, and that support 
extended to his anger with the Court, according to Jeff Shesol, 
a former White House speechwriter and author of “Supreme 
Power: Franklin Roosevelt v. The Supreme Court.”

“Roosevelt very much had the public on the side, whatever 
they might have thought about the [National Recovery Act] 
or whatever they might have thought about the [Agricultural 
Adjustment Act],” Shesol told HuffPost. “There was a mounting 
sense of crisis, and that the crisis was being created by the 
Supreme Court.”

FDR was so frustrated he eventually proposed adding new 
justices to the Court, in what became known as his “court-
packing” plan. Congress rejected the proposal resoundingly, 
but around the same time ― thanks to a change in sentiment 
by some justices and later some vacancies on the bench ― the 
court flipped and began recognizing much greater government 
authority to regulate the economy. 

In doing so, it was updating doctrine in a way that accommodated 
changing real-world conditions and brought old ideas into line 
with new public values.

In The 1950s and ’60s ― A New Understanding Of Rights
Something similar was happening in the 1950s and 1960s, 
when Earl Warren was the chief justice, and the Supreme Court 
began aggressively interpreting the Bill of Rights and Civil War 
amendments as providing guarantees of equality and liberty that 
previous courts had not recognized.   Continued on next page



Continued from previous page ...

The landmark ruling of that era, Brown v. Board of Education, 
prohibited racial discrimination in schools and was the first step 
towards fulfilling the century-old promise of equal protection for 
people of all races. It also had the support of a majority of voters 
from the get-go, according to Gallup’s polling.

The revolution in judicial thinking continued into the 1970s, a 
period that included Roe v. Wade, the decision recognizing a 
right to abortion. The polling on Roe and abortion more generally 
has always been complex, but the best evidence suggests most 
Americans thought then that abortion should be legal at least 
some of the time, which is what Roe allowed.

The Supreme Court has not been this out of step with public 
opinion since the New Deal Court-packing fight in 1937.
Barry Friedman, New York University Law School

Whatever the specifics of the polling, the later 20th century 
rulings were another example of the Court rulings tracking 
broader, society-wide change in values ― in this case, growing 
recognition of racial minorities and women as deserving of 
the kind of fair treatment they hadn’t gotten before. And this is 
how most scholars have long understood the Supreme Court 
to operate ― by gradually, if haltingly, moving in tandem with 
changing public expectations.

But the decisions this past week don’t fit that model.

The decision on guns comes at a time when solid, consistent 
majorities want the government to do more to regulate firearms. 
The decision on abortion comes amid polling showing that large 
majorities wanted Roe to stay in place ― and who, if anything, 
are more supportive of abortion than they were 10 or 20 years 
ago.

“The Supreme Court has not been this out of step with public 
opinion since the New Deal Court-packing fight in 1937,” Barry 
Friedman, a New York University law professor and author of a 
widely cited book on the subject, told HuffPost this week.

In the 2020s ― An Old Understanding Of The Constitution
Whether that should matter, again, depends on your perspective.

In a key passage of the majority opinion overruling Roe, Justice 
Samuel Alito wrote that “we cannot allow our decisions to be 
affected by any extraneous influences such as concern about the 
public’s reaction to our work” ― that the court’s job is to interpret 
the Constitution’s meaning, based on text and original meaning.

In one sense, that claim is uncontroversial. The whole point of 
the judiciary’s structure is to let justices interpret the Constitution 
as they think best, especially when it comes to questions of 
individual rights, even if that defies what the majority of voters 
want. That’s why justices (and all federal judges) have lifetime 
tenures.

But because interpreting the Constitution is so inherently 
subjective, the choice of justices is supposed to reflect the 
broader political currents of their eras. This is what was 
happening in the 1930s and 1940s, and again in the 1950s and 
1960s.

All these cases are designed with a goal of rolling back legal 
developments that reflected cultural changes, societal changes 
over the last 50 to 100 years.

Leah Litman, University of Michigan Law School
It’s not happening now, for reasons you probably understand 
already if you read this newsletter.

  Five of the six justices who make up the conservative majority 
are there because of presidents who first got to the White House 
despite losing the popular vote. The recent ones are products 
of a Senate where the small-state bias gives conservatives 
disproportionate power. And that’s to say nothing of the way that 
the GOP Senate leader, Mitch McConnell of Kentucky, broke with 
long-standing norms ― blocking President Barack Obama’s final 
appointment and then rushing through the last one of President 
Donald Trump’s term.

“This is not business as usual,” Shesol said. “When that pattern 
is broken because of this act of legislative gamesmanship, 
and you have an unrepresentative branch of government ― 
the United States Senate ― confirming an appointment by a 
president who lost the popular vote, the court doesn’t end up 
reflecting the values it’s supposed to reflect.”

Change any of those key events ― the presidential elections 
of 2000 or 2016, the blocking of Obama’s Merrick Garland 
nomination or confirmation of Trump’s appointment of Amy 
Coney Barrett ― and the legal landscape looks rather different 
today. Those state gun laws might still be on the books, the 
separation of church and state might look like it did before, and 
Roe v. Wade might remain the law of the land.

“Our political system is rife with dysfunction, by not allowing the 
majority to have its way,” Friedman said. “And the appointments 
process is hugely broken, not distributing the ability to fill seats 
evenly among elected presidents.”

In The Future ― A Court Of Uncertain Legitimacy
If, like Alito and Justice Clarence Thomas and all of their 
supporters, you think the Constitution’s meaning clearly lines 
up with these recent rulings ― if you think there’s no right to 
privacy, and that the Second Amendment includes an individual’s 
right to carry firearms in public, and that the Constitution doesn’t 
empower federal agencies to regulate aggressively ― then the 
political conditions that created today’s conservative majority may 
not seem especially relevant.

In fact, one way of looking at this string of cases is that they 
are an effort to tether constitutional law to a much older way 
of thinking ― one that prevailed when the public thought very 
differently about, say, the rights of women. “All these cases are 
designed with a goal of rolling back legal developments that 
reflected cultural changes, societal changes over the last 50 to 
100 years,” Leah Litman, a University of Michigan law professor 
and co-host of the Strict Scrutiny podcast, told HuffPost earlier 
this week.

But the Supreme Court’s legitimacy is fragile and relies on the 
public’s perception that it is fair and roughly in line with its values. 
Gallup last week found that only one in four Americans have a 
“great deal” or “quite a lot” of confidence in the Supreme Court, 
the lowest it had measured in half a century.

That was before the abortion ruling. It’s hard to imagine approval 
climbing now ― and easy to imagine it sinking even lower.
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Motivating voters and getting out the vote has always been 
the Democratic Party’s cross to bear – it’s hard to match the 
Trump camp’s angry discord and rhetoric that seems to fire 
up his base and get them out of their seats. But if the recent 
conservative checklist that seems to be the to-do list for the 
U.S. Supreme Court doesn’t get our base riled, I don’t know 
what will. While the rulings threaten to send us back to the 
1950s, they also give us a gift: a platform to get our voters 
motivated. They give us a set of talking points that spell out like 
nothing else just what the conservative agenda means to U.S. 
citizens.

As a refresher, here’s what the mighty robed ones have done 
in the last month: In overturning Roe vs. Wade, the court took 
away long-standing federal abortion protection, which not only 
threatens women’s freedom but opens the door a crack to 
bear down on other freedoms such as contraception, same-
sex marriage and even interracial marriage, all of which were 
unheard of in 1868 when the Due Process Clause was ratified. 

The court also took aim at religious liberty and the separation of 
church and state when it ruled in favor of a high school coach 
who was fired for holding prayers with his team on the field 
after games. No problem? If it’s OK in this case, it’s OK if the 
coach is Jewish, or Muslim or a Buddist or any new-fangled 
religion. Just don’t participate? Sure, just tell your coach that.   
The court didn’t stop there – as if to thumb its nose at the ever-
growing list of mass shootings it decided to expand the rights to 

bear arms by kicking a New York law in the teeth that restricted 
the ability to carry a concealed weapon in public. Writing for 
the majority, Justice Clarence Thomas took liberties with the 
second amendment by saying it protects “an individual’s right 
to carry a handgun for self-defense outside the home.”  Where 
do you ring in – “a well-regulated militia, being necessary to the 
security of a free state” or a not-very-well-regulated shoot-out at 
the OK Corral?

Covid is not a hot topic at the moment, so the court turned its 
gaze on the environment by ruling the EPA has no authority 
to try to move energy production away from coal by capping 
carbon emissions. In the dissenting opinion, Justice Elena 
Kagan said it best when she said the ruling “strips the EPA of 
the power Congress gave it to respond to the most pressing 
environmental challenge of our time.”

Talk to your friends and families – we’ve got to take advantage 
of this clear indication of the GOP plan.  The court isn’t going to 
stop there – Justice Thomas has already hinted he wants the 
courts to look at contraception and same-sex marriage. There’s 
a big step between carrying a handgun with a concealed 
carry permit and walking down the street with an AR-15. 
Environmental issues may not be apparent to many of our 
voters – until they’re all too apparent and it’s too late.
We’ve got a chance in our little patch of Arkansas to change 
some minds and get our fellow Democrats to go to the polls!

Turn Arkansas Blue Committee - Here’s our gameplan, 
courtesy of the U.S. Supreme Court

By Becky Babineaux

The passage of Roe v. Wade in 1973 marked one of the most 
significant moments in women’s history. It created a federal 
framework in which women had the freedom to take agency 
over their own choices and bodies.

For nearly 50 years, those freedoms meant women could make 
informed and personal decisions about their healthcare, work, 
and contributions to society.

This constitutional right, now revoked, will have profound 
implications for the health, safety, and well-being of women 
and their opportunities, particularly those from marginalized 
communities and others who have been historically 
disadvantaged.
Women’s rights are women’s history, and while a post-Roe 
future is uncertain, we will continue to educate about the 
history of reproductive rights and bodily autonomy; engage in 
thoughtful dialogue around this issue; give historical context 
to this and other pressing contemporary issues facing women 
today; and share the stories and amplify the voices of those 
most impacted.

Thank you,
NWHM
www.womenshistory.org

National Women’s History Museum Statement on the 
Supreme Court Decision to Overturn Roe v. Wade
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Democratic Club of Hot Springs Village Membership Application Form

Name _________________________________________________________ Date ___________________

Address _______________________________________________________ County _________________

Phone __________________________________ E-mail _________________________________________

Select your membership type:
o Individual Membership (yearly)................................................. $ 20
o Household Membership (yearly).............................................. $ 30
o Individual + Century Club Memebership (yearly) .................... $ 120
o Household + Century Club Memebership (yearly) ....................$ 130
o Lifetime Membership (one-time payment per household) ........ $ 250

Pay online with a credit card at www.hsvdemocrats.com/membership
Or mail a check to: Democratic Club of Hot Springs Village

P. O. Box 8693, Hot Springs Village, AR 71910

*Lifetime and Century Club Memberships are listed in the quarterly Newsletter.
* All memberships are for one year and have a recurring annual fees (*with the exception of a Lifetime Membership).

* Please name each household member in your Household Membership
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